Berly D. Nelson
Peter W. Zuger**
Kasey D. McNary
Jan R. McLean

James R. Maring*** Samantha J. Larson-Frobig, Office Manager

William B. Wischer
Alissa R. Farol Czapiewski* Chester J. Serkland (1909-1996)
Ana A. Neir*

Licensed in North Dakota & Minnesota
Elijah P. Hartsell *Licensed Only in North Dakota

Michael C. Studer L AW F I R M **Also Licensed in South Dakota

***Also Licensed in Arizona
SINCE 1888

Jack G. Marcil, Of Counsel
Ronald H. McLean, Of Counsel
Roger J. Minch, Of Counsel
**Timothy G. Richard, Of Counsel

September 8, 2026
VIA E-MAIL ONLY

Samantha F. Lawrence
Staff Attorney
Freedom From Religion Foundation

RE: Lidgerwood Public School Graduation Ceremony
Dear Ms. Lawrence:

The Lidgerwood Public School District has reviewed your June 16, 2026, correspondence concerning the
invocation included in the May 17, 2026, high school commencement program.

The District respects the constitutional rights of all students and families, including both the right to be
free from school sponsored religious exercises and the right of students and employees to engage in
constitutionally protected private religious expression. The District has reviewed the legal authorities
governing religious expression at public school graduation ceremonies, including Lee v. Weisman, 505
U.S. 577 (1992), Santa Fe Independent School District v. Doe, 530 U.S. 290 (2000), and Kennedy v.
Bremerton School District, 597 U.S. 507 (2022).

Consistent with those authorities, the District will not sponsor or organize a clergy delivered prayer as part
of future graduation programs. The District will continue to treat private religious and nonreligious
expression neutrally and in accordance with applicable First Amendment law.

The District does not agree with all of the factual characterizations contained in your letter, including the
assertion that the District intentionally forced any student to participate in prayer. Nevertheless, the
foregoing addresses the prospective actions requested in your correspondence.

Sincerely,
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