FREEDOM FROM RELIGION foundation

P.O. BoX 7530 »r MADISON, WI 53701 » {608) 256-8900 » WWW.FFRE.CRG

February 12,2026
SENT VIA EMAIL & U.S. MAIL: david.wedin@milaca.k12.mn.us

Superintendent Dave Wedin
Milaca Public Schools

500 Hwy. 23 W.

Milaca, MN 56353

Re: Unconstitutional religious distribution
Dear Superintendent Wedin:

I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) regarding a constitutional
violation reported at Milaca Elementary School. FFRF is a national nonprofit organization with over
41,000 members across the country, including more than 800 members and a chapter in Minnesota. Our
purposes are to protect the constitutional principle of separation between state and church, and to educate
the public on matters relating to nontheism.

A concerned parent reports that on December 22, 2025, their child’s school bus driver gave students
“WWIJD” (What Would Jesus Do) bracelets and a piece of paper with a candy cane tied to it. The paper
had a religious message, with the candy cane making the letter “J”:

Jesus is my Savior who gave his life for me. Because of Him each of us can ever more be
free. Jesus is the greatest gift the world has ever seen. So I’ll talk of Him at Christmas
time, and all the days in between.

Please see the enclosed photograph of the candy cane and message. The parent who contacted us states
that their child attends Milaca Elementary School and that the bus driver passed out the religious
messages and bracelets in the afternoon around 3:30 p.m. Our parent-complainant was upset by the school
bus driver passing out overtly religious messages and bracelets to students because they are not raising
their children to believe in religion, and they are frustrated knowing that their “kids might be treated
poorly because they do not have the same religious beliefs as others.”

We write to request that Milaca Public Schools (“the District”) investigate this situation and ensure that its
bus drivers do not hand out religious materials to students going forward.

It is inappropriate and unconstitutional for the District to allow its employees, including bus drivers, to
distribute religious materials to students. Public schools may not show favoritism toward nor coerce belief
or participation in religion. Santa Fe Indep. Sch. Dist. v. Doe, 530 U.S. 290 (2000); Lee v. Weisman, 505
U.S. 577 (1992); Wallace v. Jaffree, 472 U.S. 38 (1985); Epperson v. Arkansas, 393 U.S. 97 (1967); Sch.
Dist. of Abington Twp. v. Schempp, 374 U.S. 203 (1963); Engel v. Vitale, 370 U.S. 421 (1962); McCollum
v. Bd. of Educ., 333 U.S. 203 (1948).

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-Presidents



Here, by allowing its bus driver to give students “WWJD” bracelets and a message saying “Jesus is my
Savior,” the District displayed clear favoritism toward religion over nonreligion, and Christianity over all
other faiths. Further, religious distributions in school settings, including on the school bus, run the risk of
coercing students to take, read, and reflect upon the religious message. Students, like our complainant’s
child, who see other students taking the religious items at the encouragement of an authority figure will
no doubt feel pressured to take the items in order to fit in.

The Supreme Court has been ““particularly vigilant in monitoring compliance with the Establishment
Clause in elementary and secondary schools.”” Van Orden v. Perry, 545 U.S. 677, 679 (2005) (quoting
Edwards v. Aguillard, 482 U. S. 578, 583-84 (1987)). Religious distributions in public schools, including
the school-controlled school bus, also violate a parent’s right to “direct the [religious] upbringing of their
children.” Troxel v. Granville, 530 U.S. 57, 65 (2000) (plurality opinion); see also Pierce v. Soc’y of
Sisters, 268 U.S. 510 (1925). In this case, the District violated parents’ trust by allowing a school bus
driver to distribute religious messages and bracelets to students while acting in their official role as a
school employee. This not only violates students’ First Amendment rights, it violates parents’
constitutional rights to direct their children’s religious or nonreligious upbringing.

Finally, distributing religious messages and “WWJD” bracelets on the school bus needlessly marginalizes
students who do not believe in Christianity, including members of minority faiths and those who are
nonreligious. Thirty-eight percent of the American population is non-Christian, including the almost 30
percent who are nonreligious.! More than half of Generation Z (those born after 1996) is non-Christian,
including 43 percent who are nonreligious.*

To respect students’ and parents’ constitutional rights, Milaca Public Schools must ensure that its bus
drivers refrain from distributing religious materials to students going forward. Please respond in writing

with the steps the District is taking to address this matter.

Sincerely,

Samantha F. Lawrence
Staff Attorney
Freedom From Religion Foundation

Enclosure

! Pew Research Center (2024), http://bit.ly/3W6CI13m.
2 Pew Research Center (2024), http:/bit.ly/48Drzce.
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