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January 28, 2026
SENT VIA EMAIL: shaymond@rivertonutah.gov

Spencer Haymond

Riverton City Council - District 5
12830 S Redwood Road
Riverton, UT 84065

Re: Religious promotion during Riverton City Council meeting
Dear Council Member Haymond:

I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) regarding inappropriate
religious comments you made during the Riverton City Council meeting on January 20. As you may
recall, FFRF is a national nonprofit organization with 42,000 members across the country, including
members and a chapter in Utah. Our purposes are to protect the constitutional principle of separation
between state and church, and to educate the public on matters relating to nontheism.

A concerned Riverton resident reports that on January 20, 2026 during a Riverton City Council meeting,
you stated:

“Tonight here, we’ve talked a lot about our First Amendment rights, and one interesting
thing is you actually don’t have any First Amendment rights. You have God-given rights
that your First Amendment protects, that stops your government from infringing upon your
God-given rights.”

Your statement is not only incorrect as a matter of constitutional law, but is deeply concerning when
delivered by an elected official acting in an official capacity during a government meeting.

Our complainant reports that they felt disrespected when you decided to use your position to preach to
everyone gathered for the city council meeting and when you declared that citizens “don’t have any First
Amendment rights.” They felt like an outsider at their own city council meeting.

As you are aware, this is not the first time we have raised this concern. On May 8, 2025, we wrote to you
after you authored a column in the city newsletter, acting in your official capacity, in which you promoted
religion and asserted that “divine guidance played a crucial role” in America’s founding. Our attorney
explained at that time that government officials may not use their positions or government platforms to
advance religious belief.

Despite that warning, your January 20 remarks again crossed the same constitutional line.

We write to, once again, urge you to refrain from using your elected, tax-supported position to promote
your personal religious beliefs to your constituents. You are free to practice your religion as a private
citizen, but you cannot continue to abuse your position as a city council member to promote your beliefs
or preach to Riverton’s citizens.

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-Presidents



The First Amendment does not “protect” so-called “God-given rights.” Rather, it is the source of specific,
enumerated civil liberties guaranteed by the Constitution itself, including the rights to free speech, free
exercise of religion, and freedom from government establishment of religion. These rights are legal
protections created by and enforceable against the government, not theological concepts derived from
religious belief.

As a council member, you are tasked with upholding the United States Constitution, not “God-given
rights,” including the First Amendment’s Establishment Clause. By using your position to promote
religion, you do the opposite. You serve a religiously diverse community, and the City of Riverton
consists not only of Christians, but also non-Christians and nonreligious residents, such as the resident
who contacted us. The preposterous statements you made during the meeting needlessly marginalized
community members who do not share your beliefs. Thirty-seven percent of the American population is
non-Christian, including the almost 30 percent' who are nonreligious. Your actions continue to send the
message that your office not only prefers religious citizens, but prefers those who share your beliefs over
everyone else.

As an elected official, you are of course free to hold personal religious beliefs. However, when you are
presiding over or participating in a city council meeting, speaking to staff, or addressing the public in your
official role, you are bound by the Constitution to refrain from promoting religion or presenting religious
doctrine as civic truth.

We urge you to refrain from making religiously promotional statements during official meetings and to
ensure that your future remarks accurately reflect constitutional principles in order to respect the rights of
all Riverton residents, religious and nonreligious alike.

Sincerely,

Christopher Line
Legal Counsel
Freedom From Religion Foundation

Cc: ssmith@rivertonutah.gov
ajohnson(@rivertonutah.gov
tmcdougal@rivertonutah.gov
apierucci@rivertonutah.gov
tburoker@rivertonutah.gov

! Pew Research Center (2024), http://bit.ly/3W6C13m.



