
 
May 8, 2025 
 
SENT VIA EMAIL: shaymond@rivertonutah.gov 
 
Spencer Haymond 
Riverton City Council - District 5 
12830 S Redwood Road 
Riverton, UT 84065 
 
Re:​ Inappropriate religious promotion in official newsletter 
 
Dear Council Member Haymond: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) regarding a recent 
newsletter column in which you promoted religion and “divine guidance.” FFRF is a national 
nonprofit organization with over 42,000 members across the country, including members and a 
chapter in Utah. Our purposes are to protect the constitutional principle of separation between 
state and church, and to educate the public on matters relating to nontheism. 
 
A concerned community member reports that in the April 2025 issue of the Riverton Review 
newsletter you penned a column in your official capacity in which you promote religion and 
suggest that “divine guidance played a crucial role” in America’s founding. The column is 
labeled as a “Council Message,” leaving no doubt it was written in your official capacity as a 
member of the City Council. Please see the enclosed copy of the column.  
 
We write to ask that you refrain from using your elected, tax-supported position to promote your 
personal religious beliefs to your constituents. You are free to practice your religion as a private 
citizen, but you cannot abuse your position as a city council member to promote your beliefs or 
the erroneous notion that our nation is founded on religious principles. 
 
As a council member, you are tasked with upholding the United States Constitution—including 
the First Amendment’s Establishment Clause. By using your position to promote religion, you do 
the opposite. You serve a religiously diverse community, and the City of Riverton consists not 
only of Christians, but also non-Christians and nonreligious residents, such as the resident who 
contacted us. The religious assertions in your column needlessly marginalize community 
members who do not share your beliefs. Thirty-seven percent of the American population is 
non-Christian, including the almost 30 percent1 who are nonreligious. Your column sent the 
message that your office not only prefers religious citizens, but prefers those who share your 
beliefs over everyone else. 
 

1 Gregory A. Smith, Religious ‘Nones’ in America: Who They Are and What They Believe, Pew Research Center, 
Jan. 24, 2024, 
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2024/01/24/religious-nones-in-america-who-they-are-and-what-they-believe/.  

 



 

Moreover, it is erroneous to claim that “divine guidance played a crucial role in our nation’s 
founding.” To the contrary, the United States was founded by Enlightenment-inspired thinkers 
who valued reason and skepticism. If the Framers had wanted to establish the United States 
based on religious principles, they would have said so in the Constitution, the founding 
document of our nation. Instead they did the opposite. Our Founders made our country the first 
among nations to adopt a godless and entirely secular Constitution, one whose only references to 
religion are exclusionary (e.g., Article VI’s prohibition of any religious test as a qualification for 
public office).2  

 
Elected officials may worship, pray, and promote their religion when acting in their personal 
capacities. But they are not permitted to provide prestige to their personal religion through the 
machinery of a government office. Each council member’s office belongs to “We the people,” 
not the office’s temporary occupant. As a council member, you are charged with great 
responsibility and have been given significant trust by citizens in your community, including 
those who do not share your religious viewpoint.  
 
We ask you to honor the Constitution you were elected to uphold and respect your Establishment 
Clause obligations. You were elected to help lead the residents of Riverton, not to promote your 
personal religion. Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Samantha F. Lawrence 
Staff Attorney  
Freedom From Religion Foundation 
 
Enclosure 

 

2 U.S. CONST. art. VI, § 3. 
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