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December 17, 2025
SENT VIA EMAIL & U.S. MAIL: judd.deere@governor.arkansas.gov

The Honorable Sarah Huckabee Sanders
Arkansas Office of the Governor

State Capitol Room 250

500 Woodlane Avenue

Little Rock, AR 72201

Re:  Divisive religious promotion in official Christmas closure proclamation
Dear Governor Sanders:

I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) to express serious
concern regarding overtly sectarian language promoting Christianity that was included in your
recent proclamation announcing the closure of state offices on Friday, Dec. 26, 2025. FFRF is a
national nonprofit organization with 42,000 members across the country, including members in
Arkansas. Our purposes are to protect the constitutional principle of separation between state and
church, and to educate the public on matters relating to nontheism.

On December 16, 2025, you issued a proclamation promoting the Christian story of the birth of
Jesus while announcing the closure of state offices on December 26." It is our understanding that
this proclamation was sent to every state employee. The proclamation said:

WHEREAS: More than two millennia ago in the little town of Bethlehem, far
from the centers of power in first-century Rome, Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
was born in a humble manger;

WHEREAS: Jesus was the Messiah and became a teacher and leader, and He
would be crucified, suffer for the sins of all mankind, die and be buried, and rise
again on the third day to sit at the right hand of the Father;

WHEREAS: But on that first Christmas, Christ’s arrival was unassuming,
witnessed only by Mary and Joseph, humble shepherds guided by angels, and
three wise men from the East. It presaged his ministry, which was not focused on
the wealthy or powerful but rather on the poor, powerless, and meek; and

WHEREAS: We give thanks for the arrival of Christ the Savior, who will come
again in glory and whose kingdom will have no end, by celebrating His birth each
year on Christmas Day.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, SARAH HUCKABEE SANDERS, Governor of the State
of Arkansas, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the laws of the State of
Arkansas, do hereby proclaim December 25, 2025, as

“CHRISTMAS DAY”

in the State of Arkansas, and in order that state employees may spend this holiday
with their families giving thanks for Christ’s birth, I further declare the State
Capitol and state offices will be closed on Friday, December 26, 2025, as well.

While the state’s recognition of Christmas Day as a legal public holiday is constitutionally
permissible when framed in a secular manner, your proclamation goes far beyond the mere
acknowledgment of Christmas or other end-of-the-year holidays or festivities. Rather than
focusing on administrative scheduling or the broadly observed secular cultural aspects of the
holiday, the proclamation gives a detailed theological narrative presenting core Christian
doctrines, including the divinity of Jesus Christ, his crucifixion for the sins of mankind, his
resurrection, and his anticipated return “in glory” as government-supported facts.

We request that in the future you refrain from using your position as governor to promote your
personal religious beliefs. You are free to practice your religion in your personal capacity, but
you cannot abuse your position as a government official and use government resources to
demand state employees spend Christmas “giving thanks for Christ’s birth” or proclaim it is the
official position of the state of Arkansas that Christian mythology is true.

As governor of Arkansas, you are tasked with upholding the Constitution of the United
States—including the First Amendment’s Establishment Clause. By issuing a proclamation
declaring true the foundational story of Christianity in your official capacity as governor, you
unconstitutionally establish Christianity as a state religion. You serve a religiously diverse state
that consists not only of Christians, but also Jewish, Muslim, atheist and other non-Christian
constituents. When you promote Christianity through official actions, you needlessly alienate
those constituents who are part of the 38 percent of Americans who are non-Christian, including
the nearly one-in-three Americans who are now religiously unaffiliated.” You send the message
that you and your office not only prefer those citizens who are religious, but that you prefer those
who subscribe to Christianity over all other religions.

State offices are not churches, and gubernatorial proclamations are not sermons. Public
employees should not be placed in the position of having their government speak to them in
explicitly religious terms, particularly when that speech is explicitly framed as official state
action rather than private expression.

FFRF does not object to state offices being closed on Dec. 26 for administrative convenience or
to allow employees time with their families. But we do object to your use of the state’s official
voice to establish Christian doctrine. A constitutionally sound proclamation would acknowledge
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the holiday in a secular, inclusive manner without invoking specific religious beliefs or calling
on citizens to engage in religious observance.

We urge you to respect the religious freedom of all Arkansans, rescind this proclamation, and
refrain from issuing unconstitutional sectarian proclamations in the future. All official state
communications must remain neutral on matters of religion, as the Constitution requires.

Sincerely,

MD\

Christopher Line
Legal Counsel
Freedom From Religion Foundation



