
May 18, 2022

SENT VIA EMAIL & U.S. MAIL: aaveritt@bradley.com

Anne Knox Averitt
Bradley Arant Boult Cummins LLP
One Federal Place
1819 Fifth Avenue North
Birmingham, AL 35203

Re: Shelby County Schools - Unconstitutional Proselytizing by High School Teacher

Dear Ms. Averitt:

I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) regarding a serious
constitutional violation occurring in Shelby County Schools. We hope that the District will take
immediate action to resolve this concern and protect its students rights.

A concerned Shelby County Schools parent has reported that their child’s teacher has been
proselytizing to students, and exhibiting other concerning behaviors. Our complainant reports
that Alan Waring, a biology teacher at Calera High School, sent home religious materials with
students and signed a student’s yearbook with a similar concerning religious message. Mr.
Waring also reportedly told students to tell him, “I love you” as they left for the year.

The handout Mr. Waring gave to students was titled, “God loves you and He has a plan for your
life.” It is a bizarre, religious screed meant to indoctrinate students into Christianity:

The good news is that this perfect, infinite person is real and He has demonstrated
His love for you by the work of His Cross. He has humbled himself and, though
He had equality with God from the beginning, chose to take on our form, forever.
He became a man, He was born, He lived a life on Earth, and He died and because
of the nature of His heart and His sacrifice for Sin, God raised Him from the dead.
Jesus Christ, the Son of God became a Son of Man, He has entered into our
nature, and He has invited us to enter into His. This is what your heart requires, to
receive the divine love of God Almighty. A love that is eternal, that existed for
you before you existed (Revelation 13.8). A love that is steadfast and trustworthy
(Exodus 34.5-7), that is always able to keep its promises and never lies (Numbers
23.19). A never ending love to fulfill your never ending need (Proverbs 27.20).

After the truth finally gets through your thick skull and you believe that Jesus
loves you, your life with Him can finally begin. I've tried, as briefly as possible, to
expound on the first three words of the statement at the top of this short letter:



God loves you and He has a plan for your life. For me to sufficiently explain the
rest of that statement would take many more pages, and even that would be
grossly oversimplified. The scriptures do a better job than me anyway.

Regardless of your feelings towards Jesus, how much you agree with Him or
disagree with Him, you will bow before The King. You will bend your knee, and
you will confess with your mouth that He is the Lord, even if you hate Him.
Exactly when you do this will determine how He sees you, as a citizen of His
Kingdom or an enemy of His Kingdom. If you accept His marriage proposal now,
which is also His terms of surrender, then He will count you as His own, a
dwelling place for His Spirit, a Bride for King Jesus the Son, and a child of God
the Father Almighty. You will be adopted into the Family of God and receive a
new name, a new identity, you will be renewed, Holy as He is Holy. If you reject
His proposal, if you do not submit to His leadership, you will be treated as an
enemy of the Kingdom of God. You can either accept His terms of surrender or
rebel against Him, there are no other options available.

Please find the entire handout attached.

Mr. Waring reportedly wrote a similarly bizarre religious, proselytizing message in a
student’s yearbook:

…you are designed for a grand incredible purpose that has cosmic significance.
The God of the Universe, your creator and mine, has made a way for men and
women to commune with Him and to be found in Him. This purpose is tied up in
His identity, who He is, God is triune, three persons one God. God the Holy
Spirit, God the Son, Jesus Christ, and God the Father… He desires a corporate
Bride for the Son, Jesus Christ. He desires children for His family, Sons and
daughters reconciled to the Father.

You need to be reconciled with your Father, your Heavenly Father. You need to
learn to be His Son, to be led by Him, to receive His wisdom, to walk in His
ways. This is why you were created, this is your purpose, to find your identity in
His temple, His dwelling place, part of His Corporate Bride, and as a son adopted
into the Family of God. This is a grand and glorious purpose, beyond all possible
achievements in this life. He desires your affection, your attention, your interests,
your free time, your life. He wants you, not some of you. He will not be satisfied
with anything less and I pray He won’t stop until He gets what He’s after.

Please find photos of the message attached.

We write to ask that the District take immediate action to ensure that Mr. Waring is no longer
discussing his religious beliefs with students, preaching to students, giving students religious
handouts or in any way promoting or endorsing religion to students. Given his egregious and



bizarre behavior, Mr. Waring should be terminated, and administrators at the school should be
reprimanded and reminded of their duties under the law.
It is a fundamental principle of Establishment Clause jurisprudence that a public school may not
advance, prefer, or promote religion. See generally, Lee v. Weisman, 505 U.S. 577 (1992);
Wallace v. Jaffree, 472 U.S. 38 (1985); Epperson v. Arkansas, 393 U.S. 97 (1967); Sch. Dist. of
Abington Twp. v. Schempp, 374 U.S. 203 (1963); Engel v. Vitale, 370 U.S. 421 (1962). Public
schools must remain neutral with regard to religion. When teachers use their position to promote
their personal religious beliefs, it creates the impression in the minds of students and parents
“‘that they are outsiders, not full members of the political community.’” Santa Fe Indep. Sch.
Dist. v. Doe, 530 U.S. 290, 309 (2000) (quoting Lynch v. Donnelly, 465 U.S. 668, 688 (1984)
(O’Connor, J., concurring)).

The District has an obligation under the law to make certain that “subsidized teachers do not
inculcate religion.” Lemon v. Kurtzman, 403 U.S. 602, 619 (1971). Certainly, “a school can direct
a teacher to ‘refrain from expressions of religious viewpoints in the classroom and like
settings.’” Helland v. S. Bend Comm. Sch. Corp., 93 F.3d 327 (7th Cir. 1993) (quoting Bishop v.
Arnov, 926 F.2d 1066, 1077 (11th Cir. 1991)). The Supreme Court has recognized that
“[f]amilies entrust public schools with the education of their children, but condition their trust on
the understanding that the classroom will not purposely be used to advance religious views that
may conflict with the private beliefs of the student and his or her family.” Edwards v. Aguillard,
482 U.S. 578, 584 (1987). If the District continues to turn a blind eye to the overt proselytization
occurring in Mr. Waring’s classroom, it becomes complicit in an egregious constitutional
violation and breach of trust.

Please note that it is not a violation of the free speech rights of teachers when a school district
regulates what they teach to students while acting in their official capacities. Teachers have
access to a captive audience of students due to their position as public educators. Therefore, the
District has a duty to regulate religious proselytizing during class. “Because the speech at issue
owes its existence to [his] position as a teacher, [the School District] acted well within
constitutional limits in ordering [the teacher] not to speak in a manner it did not desire.” Johnson
v. Poway Unified Sch. Dist., 658 F.3d 954, 970 (9th Cir. 2011), cert. denied, 132 S. Ct. 1807
(2012) (upholding decision of school board to require a math teacher to remove two banners with
historical quotes referencing “God”); see also Garcetti v. Ceballos, 547 U.S. 410, 421 (2006)
(“We hold that when public employees make statements pursuant to their official duties, the
employees are not speaking as citizens for First Amendment purposes, and the Constitution does
not insulate their communications from employer discipline.”). Courts have upheld the
termination of teachers who violate the principle of separation between church and state. See,
e.g., Grossman v. S. Shore Pub. Sch. Dist., 507 F.3d 1097 (7th Cir. 2007) (upholding termination
of guidance counselor who prayed with students).

The District must make certain that none of its employees are unlawfully and inappropriately
indoctrinating students in religious matters by discussing their personal religious beliefs,
preaching, handing out religious materials, or otherwise creating a religious environment in their
classrooms. We ask that the District immediately investigate this situation and ensure that Mr.
Waring fully complies with the Establishment Clause and stops violating the rights of his



students and their parents, or is removed from his position. The District should provide
additional training to administrators and teachers at Calera High School regarding their
constitutional obligations. Please respond in writing, confirming that this letter has been received
and outlining the steps the District will take to resolve this serious constitutional violation so that
we may notify our complainant.

Sincerely,

Christopher Line
Staff Attorney
Freedom From Religion Foundation
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