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Sean,
 
As we go through the continued review process, the revisions will continue to help the
curriculum. For example, as I read the two main news articles and tried to look past
the obvious ad hominem aspects of their challenges, it became clear that most of the
concern was with the Narrative sections. We had anticipated this all along. What we
didn’t anticipate, was that they would take a basic summary of what the text actually
says as what the curriculum’s writers actually say. Your comment in one article was
the only counter to this.
 
Part of the issue (at least for some) is that the instructions about the color coding that
separates the chapters was not in the binder. We shared it in our meetings, and it was
planned for the final volume, but the coding itself isn’t enough. I’ve asked our
collaborators in Jerusalem to help with this, and the attached is a grave improvement.
Also, I had noted that some of the comments were addressed at issues we had already
addressed, such as the title of the first history chapter.  The simple change from “that”
to “if” in the title, which carries the same intended meeting, makes all the difference
for those seeking things to criticize.   Our review team takes all of these comments
seriously. BTW, the official third-party review is underway, and given the time
schedule was always planned for now—after the text was in layout. It’s unfortunate
that the initial media review could not have been of that version (which is normal
procedure). But, we’ll make it all the same.
 
One example of the thoroughness of the editing is also found on the opening page of
the history section. The illustration is strong, and helps accent the text about the
Mereneptah stele discussed in the chapter. However, through a series of discussions
about technical fact checkers, the scholars realized that technically, it’s not the
Mereneptah stele. They painted the wrong side of the stone. It’s on the back. Thus, it
still fits the context of the chapter, but the actual inscription of interest is on the
reverse side not shown. The picture’s caption identifies it correctly.
 
An updated list of contributors is also included.  Hope this helps. 
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Bible History
How Do We Know If the Bible's 
Historical Narratives Are Reliable?


When police are called to a crime scene, they quickly 
close off the entire area by marking the perimeters. 
They do this to keep the evidence inside from being 
contaminated. In this way, when the detectives arrive, 
hot on their heels, they are able to examine a "clean" 
crime scene. Using gloves and tweezers, the detectives 
carefully gather samples, label each one, and send them 
off to special laboratories. There everything is checked 
using the most advanced technology. Despite all this, 
detectives would give anything for a time machine that 
would take them not only to the scene of the crime, but 
make them eyewitnesses to the event itself.


The Bible is full of interesting cases and unsolved 
mysteries. To solve these cases, it would be great to 
be able to ask the police to close off the scene of a 
biblical event and call in some detectives. The problem 
is that the events in question are not merely days old, 


but centuries. We don’t need professional detectives. 
We need time travelers who can go back thousands 
of years. And we have them! These are the historians, 
archaeologists, linguists, and literary analysts who 
unearth, analyze, and piece together every shred of 
evidence that they can find from the past.


"So the Egyptians made  
the Israelites their slaves. 
They appointed brutal  
slave drivers over them,  
hoping to wear them down  
with crushing labor."
Exodus 1:11 (NLT)


Were the stories 
true historical events or 
just products of someone’s 
overworked imagination


In addition to the Bible’s engaging narratives 
and story line, there are also enough betrayals, 
murders, and juicy scandals to keep the crime 
solvers busy for years. However, here’s the big 
question we need to ask:


Artistic rendering of the black granite stele of Amenhotep III (reigned ca. 1390-1352 BC) at Thebes.
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Biblical Stories
What Is Behind the Stories of the Bible?


Come with us on a journey to discover the secret 
of the Bible’s ongoing popularity and success.


The Secret of the Bible
Human history is filled with great stories and legends. 
While most of them have faded into the foggy past, the 
Bible’s stories continue to be a resource for governments, 
paintings, great literature, technology, laws, music, 
religious life, poetry, TV productions, and even major 
Hollywood movies. The Bible’s stories are filled with 
action, adventure, fighting, intense love, bitter jealousy, 
suspense, and tragedy. These stories have captivated 
hearts and imaginations for generations.


Before we embark on this investigative journey,  
let's understand the textbook tools at our disposal.


	 The Bible Itself - Simply read the stories and  
	 become familiar with them.


	 Travel through Time - Examine the background of  
	 the stories.


	 Mine for Clues - Dig deeper to discover evidence  
	 and patterns that might be missed on the first reading.


	 Applying the Color Filters - Like using camera lens  
	 filters, we focus on the different intertwining strands  
	 that run through the main biblical stories.


	 Use  the Telescope - To look at how one story may  
	 impact later stories and also impact people in the  
	 future.


"I set my rainbow in the cloud,  
and it shall be for the sign  
of the covenant between Me  
and the earth."
Genesis 9:13 (NKJV)
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Bible Stories on Film
Chances are you’ve seen films based on the Bible. The 
Bible’s rich treasury of stories has inspired filmmakers 
ever since the birth of the movie industry.


The first full-length blockbuster ever made was the 
silent picture Quo Vadis by director Enrico Guazzoni in 
1912. The narrative focuses on Emperor Nero of Rome 
in about AD 64. One of Nero’s soldiers falls in love with 


Film
What Accounts for Hollywood’s 
Fascination with Scripture?


Vocabulary


> Depict [verb], to represent in picture or words


a Christian slave girl. The emperor eventually sends 
them both to the arena to be devoured by lions. 


"His body looked like a precious gem. His face flashed like lightning, 
and his eyes flamed like torches. His arms and feet shone like polished 
bronze, and his voice roared like a vast multitude of people." 
Daniel 10:6 (NLT)
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Contributors: Content Scholars, Educators, Writers and Consultants

This curriculum includes content and prompts for learning engagement delivered through convergent media, a multi-faceted delivery system. These mediums range from the printed text, imbedded geographical tours and lectures to augmented reality and multiple information links. This list does not include the extended staff of collaborators, such as those at Compedia, the main convergent media partner located in Jerusalem, Israel. 





1. Dr. Lance Allred Museum of the Bible

2. Dr. Christian Askeland Indiana Wesleyan University, Green Scholars Initiative 

3. Jennifer Atwood, MSt Museum of the Bible

4. Dr. Mariam Ayad American University, Cairo

5. Dr. Jack Baker Spring Arbor University

6. Dr. Brian Bernius Indiana Wesleyan University

7. Dr. Simon Burris Baylor University

8. Brian Clark, MA (Princeton Theological Seminary), John Wesley Honors College

9. Dr. Gordon Campbell University of Leicester, UK

10. Dr. Ronald Cox Pepperdine University

11. Erin Crider, MA  Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary

12. Rory P. Crowley, ThM Dallas Theological Seminary (8/2014)

13. Dr. Tim Dalrymple Patheos Labs & Polymath Innovations 

14. David Dekker Compedia

15. Nick DeNeff, MA Museum of the Bible

16. Dr. Christopher De Hamel Cambridge University, Corpus Christi College

17. Andrea Palpant Dilley Independent author

18. Stacey Douglas, MDiv Museum of the Bible

19. Dr. Josephine Dru Museum of the Bible

20. Dr. Robert Duke Azusa Pacific University, Green Scholars Initiative 

21. Dr. Lesley-Anne Dyer Baylor University

22. Dr. Brett Foster Wheaton College

23. Dr. Brad Garner Indiana Wesleyan University

24. Andy Giorgetti Fuller Theological Seminary

25. Dr. Perry Glanzer Baylor University

26. Dr. Michah Gottlieb New York University

27. Dr. Rollin Grams Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

28. Peter Gurry Cambridge University

29. Dr. Mark Hall Oral Roberts University

30. Dr. Marni Halvorson TransformED Consulting, NC

31. Dr. Ralph Hanna Oxford University, Keble College

32. Dr. Joel Harlow Museum of the Bible

33. Dr. Christopher B. Hays Fuller Theological Seminary

34. Dr. Peter Head Cambridge, Tyndale House

35. Herschel Hepler, MA Museum of the Bible

36. David Hendin American Numismatic Society

37. Sharon Hunt, MDiv  Curriculum Editing Team

38. Gil Ilutowitch Compedia, Jerusalem

39. Dr. Eli Itzhak Bar-Ilan University

40. Anna Jackson, MA Independent Educational Consultant

41. Dr. David Lyle Jeffrey Baylor University

42. Jordan Jenkins Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

43. Dr. Philip Jenkins Baylor University

44. Dr. Karen Jobes Wheaton College

45. Dr. Loren Johns Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary

46. Dr. Byron Johnson Baylor University

47. Michael Johnson Trinity Western University

48. Dr. Abson Joseph Indiana Wesleyan University

49. Joel Kauffmann Writers Guild of America

50. Dr. Thomas Kidd Baylor University

51. Dr. Sheri Klouda Taylor University

52. Erica Lehn Bethel Seminary

53. Dr. Jeff Levin Baylor University

54. Dr. Marilyn Lundberg Fuller Theological Seminary/West Semitic Research

Project (USC)

55. Peter Malik, M.Phil. Ph.D. (candidate) at Peterhouse, University of Cambridge

56. Dr. Marty Michelson Southern Nazarene University

57. Dr. Kenneth Minkema Yale University

58. Dr. Ilana Muskin Compedia, Jerusalem

59. [bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Jeff Myers Summit

60. Dr. Curt Niccum Abilene Christian University

61. Dr. Melinda Nielsen Baylor University

62. Dr. Dan Nodes Baylor University

63. Dr. Thomas Oden Centre for Early African Christianity

64. Dr. Ben Outhwaite Cambridge University Library

65. Dr. Jerry Pattengale Green Scholars Initiative, Indiana Wesleyan University

66. Dr. Paul Penley Colorado Christian University

67. Dr. Randall Price Center for Judaic Studies, Liberty University

68. Dr. Sylvia Rachael Trinity International University

69. Dr. David Riggs John Wesley Honors College, IWU

70. Louise Rogers, MA  Curriculum Editing Team

71. Dr. Stan Rosenberg Oxford University Theology Faculty, SCIO

72. Dr. Herb Samworth Crown College, TN

73. Dr. Ken Schenck Indiana Wesleyan University

74. Jeff Schneider Museum of the Bible

75. Dr. Marcel Sigrist École Biblique, Jerusalem

76. Dr. Rodney Stark Baylor University

77. Dr. Timothy Steenbergh Indiana Wesleyan University

78. John Stonestreet, M.A. The Colson Center for Christian Worldview

79. Dr. Harry Stout Yale University

80. Dr. Benno Van Den Toren Protestant Theological University, Netherlands

81. Dr. David Trobisch The Green Collection

82. Dr. Filip Vukosavović Bible Lands Museum Jerusalem

83. Kevin Welch, MA, ABD Regent University

84. Dr. Jessica Wilson John Brown University

85. Tal Yanai Compedia, Jerusalem

86. Dr. Brad Young Oral Roberts University
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