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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

ORLANDO DIVISION

FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION,  )
INC., DAN BARKER, ANNIE LAURIE  )
GAYLOR, AND DAVID WILLIAMSON,  ) 

   )
Plaintiffs  )

       )   
v.        )
       ) Civil Action No:_____________
ORANGE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD,   )
       )

Defendant  )
__________________________________________)

COMPLAINT – INJUNCTIVE RELIEF SOUGHT

INTRODUCTION

1. Defendants Orange County School Board created a limited public forum in 

Orange County public schools. Defendants then permitted an evangelical Christian 

group to distribute Bibles in that forum.  In response, Plaintiffs sought to distribute their 

own atheist, humanist, and freethought literature. Defendants prohibited most of 

Plaintiffs’ literature. 

2. Prior to the distribution, Defendants censored Plaintiffs’ message, which was 

critical of the Bible and religion.  Defendants prohibited one of Plaintiffs’ books in part 

because, “[t]he claim that Jesus was not crucified or resurrected is age inappropriate for 

the maturity levels of many of the students in high school.”  Exhibit A, page 2, ¶ 3.  The 
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Bible Defendants approved for distribution claims that Jesus was crucified and 

resurrected.  Permitting one viewpoint (the crucifixion and resurrection occurred) and 

censoring the opposing viewpoint (the crucifixion and resurrection did not occur) is 

unconstitutional.  

3. Defendants’ justifications for prohibiting Plaintiffs’ literature apply with equal 

force to the Bible.  Though equally objectionable, the New International Version Bible, 

which expresses a Judeo-Christian view of God and religion, was approved and 

distributed while Plaintiffs’ literature expressing an opposing view was prohibited. 

4. Plaintiffs seek relief from this illegal viewpoint discrimination and prior restraint 

including a declaration that the censorship violates the First and Fourteenth 

Amendments and an injunction against future viewpoint discrimination and prior 

restraint.  

5. Our public schools exist to educate, not to serve as conduits for advertisers, 

proselytizers, and special interest groups seeking to propagandize a captive audience of 

young students.  Plaintiffs prefer that no dissemination of outside materials, such as 

Bibles or their own literature, occur in Orange County Public Schools.  But since 

Defendants are allowing distributions, all viewpoints must now be granted fair and 

equal access.  

PARTIES

6. Plaintiff Freedom From Religion Foundation (“FFRF”) is a national non-profit 

IRC 501(c)(3) educational charity and a Wisconsin non-stock corporation. FFRF 
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defends the constitutional separation between state and church, and educates the public 

about the views of non-theists.  FFRF has more than 19,000 members nationwide, 

including more than 900 members in Florida, members in Orange County, and a local 

chapter, the Central Florida Freethought Community (CFFC).  FFRF advocates on 

behalf of its members throughout the United States.  

7. Eight members of FFRF participated in the May 2nd literature distribution.  FFRF 

sells one and publishes four pieces of literature prohibited by Defendants. 

8. Plaintiff Dan Barker is Co-President of FFRF and author of two pieces of 

literature prohibited by Defendants: Why Jesus? and Dear Believer. 

9. Plaintiff Annie Laurie Gaylor is Co-President of FFRF and author of one piece of 

literature prohibited by Defendants: What does the Bible say about Abortion?  Plaintiff 

Gaylor edited another prohibited nontract, An X-Rated book: Sex and Obscenity in the 

Bible.

10. Plaintiff David Williamson is a member of FFRF, Organizer of CFFC, and is a 

resident of Florida.  Williamson, on behalf of FFRF and CFFC, sought to distribute 

atheist and humanist materials in Orange County Public Schools (OCPS).  

11. Defendants injured Plaintiffs by prohibiting most of the materials they proposed 

to distribute.  

12. Plaintiffs intend to repeat this distribution every school year.

13. Defendant Orange County School Board is a body politic and corporate entity that 

was established, organized, and authorized pursuant to Florida state law with the 
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authority to sue and be sued, and was at all times relevant herein acting within the 

course and scope of its authority and under color of State law.  The Board is responsible 

for governing OCPS and is the final policymaker for the limited public forum created 

therein.  

14. The Board, through various agents and employees, prohibited Plaintiffs from 

distributing most of their literature. 

JURISDICTION & VENUE

15. This action arises under the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the U.S. 

Constitution and 42 U.S.C. § 1983.  This Court has jurisdiction under Article III of the 

U.S. Constitution and 28 U.S.C. § 1331.

16. Declaratory relief is sought under 28 U.S.C. §§ 2201 and 2202.  

17. This Court is the proper venue pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b).  

FACTS & ALLEGATIONS

18. Defendants created a limited public forum in Orange County public schools.

19. Groups with no relation to OCPS (“outside groups”) are permitted to passively 

distribute materials in the forum, if Defendants approve those materials first.

20. Defendants explain, “Passive distribution means the approved materials may be 

placed on one unmanned table for distribution in a location where students normally 

congregate during non-instructional time.”  Representatives of outside groups must not 

speak to or encourage students to take materials.  Exhibits K and L.
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21. On January 16, 2013, an outside group, World Changers of Florida (WCF) used 

the forum to distribute New International Version Bibles to students in eleven of 

Defendants’ public schools. 

22. The Bibles distributed by WCF are a specific, evangelical translation “of the 

Word of God, through which [many] will hear his call to faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 

and to service in his Kingdom.”  Committee on Bible Translation, “A Word about the 

NIV,” in Holy Bible, New International Version, 877 (Biblica, Inc. 2011) (hereinafter 

“WCF NIV Bible”). 

23. Defendants did not vet or read the WCF NIV Bible prior to approval.

24. Defendants did not object to a single word in the WCF NIV Bible, but approved it 

fully and without comment for distribution in public schools. 

25. WCF is an evangelical group that “support[s] the biblical account of Creation, 

including having Creation theory taught in our public schools” and “speak[s] out against 

humanistic views contrary to the Biblically [sic] based founding fathers’ Constitutional 

vision.”1 

26. Plaintiffs expressed to Defendants their belief that public schools should not allow 

literature distributions by outside groups in a January 15, 2013 letter.  Exhibit D.  

Plaintiff Williamson reiterated this opinion to Defendants at their January 29 school 

board meeting.  In the January 15 letter, Plaintiffs encouraged Defendants to adopt a 

policy that “prohibits outside groups from turning schools into religious battlegrounds 

1 World Changers of Florida website, http://www.worldchangersfl.com/?page_id=12 (“About Us” tab, then 
“Our Objectives”), last accessed May 6, 2013. 

http://www.worldchangersfl.com/?page_id=12
http://www.worldchangersfl.com/?page_id=12
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while preserving the distribution system for the benefit of the school” and suggested 

model language. Defendants refused. Exhibit E.  

27. Plaintiffs alternately asked to “arrange for the distribution of FFRF materials in 

OCPS schools sometime in the next two weeks.”  OCPS Counsel granted verbal 

permission for Plaintiffs’ distribution and confirmed permission in a January 22, 2013 

letter.  Exhibit E. 

28. The January 22 letter stated that Defendants: “…require the materials to be 

submitted to us in order to ensure they are not the types of materials we may prohibit 

from distribution under the Collier County Consent Decree.”

29. Defendants have no written policy2 on distributing of materials by outside groups 

in their limited public forum, but by practice follow the Collier County Consent Decree.

30. The Collier County Consent Decree is an agreement between the District School 

Board of Collier County and WCF.  Neither Plaintiffs nor Defendants are parties to the 

decree, which has no precedential value.  The decree prohibits viewpoint 

discrimination.  Exhibit F, pp. 2-3.

31. WCF was the first outside group to use the forum.

32. On January 29, 2013 Plaintiff Williamson submitted Plaintiffs’ and other secular 

groups’ desired literature to OCPS counsel John Palmerini for approval. 

33. The materials included nine “nontracts,” five brochures, eight books, one essay, 

and one sticker. 

2 Defendants’ policy KHC is dedicated to outside groups distributing materials “through pupils,” which neither 
WCF nor Plaintiffs used.  Policy KHC prohibits the distribution of religious literature.
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34. “Nontracts” are the freethought answer to ubiquitous religious tracts.  They are 

brief, easy to read, 3 1/2 x 4 1/4-inch folded brochures that address many common 

myths about freethought or religion.  Their size requires that they contain significantly 

less information than a book.  

35. Plaintiffs voluntarily rescinded three books.  

36. Plaintiffs rescinded the books under pressure by Defendants, who were delaying 

approval.

37. Defendants prohibited four of Plaintiffs’ five remaining books leaving one partial 

book and several small pamphlets.  Even though 11 of 20 submitted materials were 

approved, the substantial majority of Plaintiffs’ message was forbidden. 

38. The full literature list and approval result appears below:
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Nontracts:
a. Why Jesus?3      Prohibited  
b. Dear Believer4      Prohibited
c. An X-Rated Book: Sex and Obscenity in the Bible5 Prohibited 
d. What Does The Bible Say About Abortion?6  Prohibited 
e. Why Women Need Freedom From Religion  Approved, solicitation removed
f. What Is A Freethinker?     Approved, solicitation removed
g. What’s Wrong With The Ten Commandments?  Approved 
h. What They Said About Religion    Approved
i. Ten Common Myths About Atheists   Approved

Brochures:
j. Secular Student Alliance     Approved, solicitation removed
k. What is an Atheist?     Approved
l. Nontheistic Students in Your School   Approved
m. I’m A Humanist/Humanist of Year wallet card  Approved 
n. Don’t Believe in God? You May be a Humanist  Approved

Essay:
o. The Truth – Robert Green Ingersoll   Prohibited 

Books:
p. Letter To A Christian Nation – Sam Harris  Prohibited 
q. Why I Am Not A Muslim – Ibn Warraq   Prohibited 
r. Jesus Is Dead – Robert Price    Prohibited 
s. What On Earth Is An Atheist – Madalyn M. O’Hair Prohibited 
t. God Is Not Great – Christopher Hitchens   Plaintiffs rescinded
u. The God Delusion – Richard Dawkins   Plaintiffs rescinded
v. Why I Am Not A Christian – Bertrand Russell  Plaintiffs rescinded
w. The Age Of Reason, Pt. III – Thomas Paine  Approved

Sticker: 
x. Good without God     All stickers prohibited

3 Text of nontract is Exhibit G.  

4 Text of nontract is Exhibit H.  

5 Text of nontract is Exhibit I.  

6 Text of nontract is Exhibit J.  
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39. Defendants eventually approved a distribution date of May 2, 2013 for literature 

surviving the approval process. Out of seven books and one partial book, only the 

partial book survived the approval process.

40. On April 22, less than two weeks before the May 2 distribution, Defendants 

censored all but one of the books and four of the nine nontracts.  Defendants forbade the 

Ingersoll essay on April 25.  Exhibits A and B.

41. Plaintiff protested this censorship in an April 23 letter.  Exhibit C. Defendants 

maintained that the censorship was valid in their April 25 letter. Exhibit B.

42. Defendants approved WCF NIV Bibles for distribution that contained content 

virtually identical to Plaintiffs’, but a message contrary to Plaintiffs’ message.  “When 

the government targets not subject matter, but particular views taken by speakers on a 

subject, the violation of the First Amendment is all the more blatant.”  Rosenberger v. 

Rector & Visitors of Univ. of Virginia, 515 U.S. 819, 829, 115 S. Ct. 2510, 2516, 132 L. 

Ed. 2d 700 (1995).

43. For instance, Defendants prohibited the Why Jesus? nontract alleging it “will 

cause a substantial disruption because it argues that Jesus did not promote equality and 

social justice, was not compassionate, was not reliable and was not a good example.” 

Exhibit A.

44. Why Jesus? asks questions such as “Was Jesus peaceable and compassionate?,” 

and “What were his views on equality and social justice?”  It answers these questions 

with 49 Bible quotes and concludes by noting, “Although other verses can be cited that 
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portray Jesus in a different light, they do not erase the disturbing side of his character.”  

Exhibit G.  The Christian viewpoint presented in the WCF NIV Bible was permitted in 

schools; the Plaintiffs’ critical, freethought viewpoint was prohibited.   Both relied on 

the content of the Bible. 

45. Defendants suppressed another nontract, Dear Believer, alleging it “will cause a 

substantial disruption” because it “asserts that God is hateful, arrogant, sexist and 

cruel.”7 Exhibit A. 

46. Dear Believer makes this assertion citing ten examples from the Bible. Exhibit H.  

The nontract expresses a viewpoint on the same topic as the WCF NIV Bible — the 

nature of the biblical god — but reaches a skeptical or critical conclusion.  Plaintiffs’ 

viewpoint was censored; the evangelical Christian biblical viewpoint was not.

47. In addition to claiming that some of Plaintiffs’ literature will likely cause a 

“disruption,” Defendants claimed that some was “age inappropriate.”  

48. The most blatant abuse of this rationale to muzzle a particular viewpoint was 

permitting the WCF NIV Bible while censoring Robert Price’s book, Jesus is Dead, 

because the “claim that Jesus was not crucified or resurrected is age inappropriate.”  

Defendants do not object to the content (the crucifixion and resurrection), but to 

Plaintiffs’ “claim” that neither occurred.

49. Defendants censored Letter to a Christian Nation, a New York Times bestseller 

written by Sam Harris, for several reasons, including:

7 The actual quote is “the God of the Bible, a hateful, arrogant, sexist, cruel being who can’t tolerate criticism.” 
Ironically, this criticism of that god was censored. 
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“On page 94, when describing the religious rituals of many ancient societies, the book 
described the sacrifice of virgins, killing and eating of children in order to ensure the 
future fertility of mothers, feeding infants to sharks, and the burning of widows so they 
can follow their husbands into the next world.  These concepts are not appropriate for 
the age and maturity of high school students.”

50. The concepts that Defendants claim are age inappropriate — human sacrifice, 

cannibalizing children, feeding children to animals, and burning people to death — all 

appear in the WCF NIV Bible (as Harris points out three paragraphs later).  

51. The Book of Judges describes how Jephthah sacrificed his “virgin” daughter to 

the “LORD” in return for helping him “devastate” twenty Ammonite towns. 11:29-40.8   

Human sacrifice is common in the Bible.  See Exodus 22:29-30; 1 Kings 13:1-2; 2 

Kings 3:27; 2 Kings 23:20; Numbers 31:40; Deuteronomy 13:13-18; in Genesis 22:1-10 

(God demands that Abraham sacrifice Isaac); and, of course, the sacrifice of Jesus in the 

New Testament.  

52. Cannibalism of children frequently appears in the district-approved Bible: “You 

will eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh of your daughters.” Leviticus 26:29.  “…you 

will eat the fruit of the womb, the flesh of the sons and daughters ...” Deuteronomy 

28:53.   See also Deuteronomy 28:57; Isaiah 9:20, 49:26; Jeremiah 19:9; Ezekiel 5:10; 2 

Kings 6:28-29; Lamentations 4:10; Revelation 17:16.

53. The Bible does not record any instances of feeding children to sharks,9 but the 

biblical deity does feed children to bears.  Elijah, a balding biblical prophet, “called 

8 All Bible quotes in this Complaint are from the New International Version Bible, the same version distributed 
in the OCPS limited public forum by WCF. 

9 The biblical deity does direct a huge fish to eat Jonah, but no digestion occurs: “Now the LORD provided a 
huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.” Jonah 1:17.



12

down a curse … in the name of the Lord” on children who mocked his receding hairline 

and “two bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the boys.” 2 Kings 2:24.

54. The Bible mandates burning people to death: “If a man marries both a woman and 

her mother, it is wicked. Both he and they must be burned in the fire…” Leviticus 

20:14.  Also, “If a priest’s daughter defiles herself by becoming a prostitute, she 

disgraces her father; she must be burned in the fire.” Leviticus 21:9.  According to the 

Bible, the biblical deity burns people to death himself:  “And fire came out from the 

LORD and consumed the 250 men ...”  Numbers 16:35 See also Deuteronomy 32:22; 

Numbers 11:1; Psalm 21:9; Leviticus 10:1-2; Jeremiah 49:2; Isaiah 24:6, 33:12, 

47:13-14; Ezekiel 15:6-7; 2 Kings 1:10, 12.

55. The WCF NIV Bible contains equally, if not more objectionable concepts than 

those to which Defendants objected to in Harris’s book.  Defendants approved the WCF 

NIV Bible, but not Letter to a Christian Nation.

56. Defendants prohibited another book, What on Earth is an Atheist?, for its alleged 

disruptive capacity in part because “the District’s administration will not permit the 

distribution of materials insulting religions.” Exhibit A, page 2 ¶ 4. 

57. Again, the WCF NIV Bible contains identical content, but from a different 

viewpoint.  Not only does the Bible insult other religions and nonbelief (“The fool says 

in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one 

who does good.” Psalm 14:1; “…many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ 

as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver 
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and the antichrist.” 2 John 1:7), it actually orders readers to murder people of other 

religions or no religion, especially family members:

If your very own brother, or your son or daughter, or the wife you love, or your closest 
friend secretly entices you, saying, “Let us go and worship other gods” (gods that 
neither you nor your ancestors have known, gods of the peoples around you, whether 
near or far, from one end of the land to the other), do not yield to them or listen to 
them. Show them no pity. Do not spare them or shield them. You must certainly put 
them to death. Your hand must be the first in putting them to death, and then the hands 
of all the people. Stone them to death, because they tried to turn you away from the 
LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. Then all 
Israel will hear and be afraid, and no one among you will do such an evil thing again. 
Deuteronomy 13:6-11.

58. The WCF NIV Bible insults those not believing in the Judeo-Christian God and 

calls for their execution, yet Defendants permitted its distribution. What on Earth is an 

Atheist? does not call for the execution of Christians, it merely “discusses what it views 

to be the shortcomings of the Mormon Church and the Roman Catholic Church,” yet 

Defendants prohibited its distribution. Exhibit A, page 2 ¶ 4. 

59. Defendants’ letters actually concede discrimination against Plaintiffs’ message:

“… could lead to a substantial disruption at school by those students who believe life 
begins at conception.” Exhibit A, page 2 ¶ 2B.

“…likely to cause a substantial disruption at the school, especially if read by those 
students who believe that God condemns abortion.” Exhibit A, page 2 ¶ 2D.

“… cause a substantial disruption to those students who practice the Islamic faith.” 
Exhibit A, page 3 ¶ 5A.

“The District’s Administration believes such statements read by students who are 
Protestants or Catholics will cause a substantial disruption in schools…” Exhibit B, 
page 3-4.
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60. Government cannot prohibit minority speech because the majority might become 

disruptive:  “The whole theory of viewpoint neutrality is that minority views are treated 

with the same respect as are majority views. Access to a public forum, for instance, does 

not depend upon majoritarian consent.”  Bd. of Regents of Univ. of Wisconsin Sys. v. 

Southworth, 529 U.S. 217, 235, 120 S. Ct. 1346, 1357, 146 L. Ed. 2d 193 (2000).

61. The subject matter of the WCF NIV Bible and Plaintiffs’ literature is strikingly 

similar.  But the message Plaintiffs’ literature conveys opposes the WCF NIV Bible’s 

message.  The chief difference is the message; the message is what Defendants find 

objectionable.

62. “It is axiomatic that the government may not regulate speech based on its 

substantive content or the message it conveys.” Rosenberger v. Rector and Visitors of 

Univ. of Va., 515 U.S. 819, 828, 115 S.Ct. 2510, 132 L.Ed.2d 700 (1995).

63. Two other factors show Defendants’ discrimination against Plaintiffs.  

64. First, WCF put up interactive whiteboards,10 had volunteers staffing the tables to 

talk with students,11 and passed out invitations to worship at the Orlando Wesleyan 

Church.12  Some schools provided material assistance, in the form of transportation for 

the WCF NIV Bibles, to WCF13 while forcing Plaintiffs’ volunteers to wait for over an 

hour to be escorted through campus.  

10 The boards read “WHAT IS YOUR BIGGEST QUESTION ABOUT THE BIBLE? Don’t be shy… Take a 
marker and write your thoughts below.  Also, feel free to pick up a Free Bible!”  Exhibit M.

11 Exhibit N.

12 Exhibit O.

13 Exhibit P.
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65. Defendants allowed WCF an active distribution and enforced the passive 

distribution rules against Plaintiffs.  Plaintiffs attempted to pass out a pizza party 

invitation similar to the Wesleyan invitation but were censored at several schools. 

66. Second, Defendants continually delayed Plaintiffs’ distribution efforts and blamed 

delays on the Plaintiffs: 

[I]t may help expedite matters if the number of materials to be reviewed is reduced.  
World Changers only had one book for distribution.  If you could identify the 2-3 
books you would most prefer to be distributed, we could concentrate our review on 
those.  Let me know which ones you want to select for distribution.  Email from John 
Palmerini, OCPS Counsel, to Andrew Seidel, FFRF Attorney (Feb. 19, 2013, 12:54 
CST) (on file with recipient).

Plaintiffs agreed to withdraw three books but pointed out the unfairness of this request:

We’ve removed some of the more controversial books. We are now down from 8 to 5. 
Thomas Paine’s the Age of Reason should be a shoe-in, taking the number of books 
you need to review down to 4. Even so, it is not the number of books that is relevant to 
the review process, but the volume. The average Bible contains about 780,000 
words and a typical book (printed in normal font size and not on onion skin paper) has 
about 400 words per page.  So a Bible, printed as our books are printed, would be 
about 1,950 pages.  Our books total 1,184 pages (excluding Thomas Paine …) 
Moreover, there are actually 66 books in Bible (give or take depending on your 
particular religion).  Either way you look at it, the Bible is more massive than all the 
materials we are asking to distribute put together.  Email from Andrew Seidel to John 
Palmerini (Feb. 19, 2013, 15:33 CST) (on file with author).

67. Defendants prohibited all four of the books Plaintiffs’ submitted for review in the 

above email.  Plaintiff was left with Part III of Thomas Paine’s Age of Reason and 

several small pamphlets.  Even though 11 of 20 submitted materials were approved, the 

substantial majority of Plaintiffs’ message was forbidden. 
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68. Plaintiffs challenge the distribution practice as applied to their literature.  

COUNT I: VIOLATION OF FREEDOM OF SPEECH UNDER THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

(Viewpoint Discrimination and Prior Restraint)

69. Plaintiffs incorporate and adopt each and every allegation in the preceding 

paragraphs numbered 1 through 68.

70. Defendants have created an open forum for outside groups to distribute literature, 

including religious literature, in Orange County Public Schools.

71. Plaintiffs wished to exercise their full freedom of speech within the constraints of 

the Defendants’ forum by distributing their own message through their own literature.  

Defendants prohibited the most significant portion of Plaintiffs’ message.

72. Defendants approved WCF NIV Bibles that contained virtually identical subject 

matter, but a message contrary to Plaintiffs’ message.  

73. Defendants censored much of Plaintiffs’ literature because its message is 

nonreligious and critical of religion. This unequal treatment amounts to viewpoint 

discrimination and violates the First and Fourteenth Amendments. 

74. “Prior restraint” describes “administrative and judicial orders forbidding certain 

communications when issued in advance of the time that such communications are to 

occur.” Alexander v. U.S., 509 U.S. 544, 550, 113 S.Ct. 2766, 2771 (1993).  

75. Any prior restraint of speech must overcome a heavy presumption against its 

constitutional validity. Bantam Books, Inc. v. Sullivan, 372 U.S. 58, 70, 83 S.Ct. 631, 
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639 (1963); New York Times Co. v. United States, 403 U.S. 713, 714, 91 S.Ct. 2140, 

2141 (1971).

76. Defendants’ practice and actions chill, deter, and restrict Plaintiffs from freely 

expressing their nonreligious convictions in the May 2 distribution and future 

distributions. 

77. Defendants’ lack a compelling state interest, a substantial state interest, or a 

rational basis for their prior restraint of Plaintiffs’ speech.

78. Accordingly, Defendants’ practice and actions violate Plaintiffs’ right to free 

speech guaranteed by the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. 

79. Defendants’ violation of Plaintiffs’ right to free speech has caused, and will 

continue to cause Plaintiffs to suffer undue and actual hardship and irreparable injury.  

Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law to correct the continuing deprivations of its 

most cherished constitutional liberties. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ 

continuing violations of Plaintiffs’ rights, Plaintiffs have suffered in the past, and will 

continue to suffer in the future, direct and consequential damages, including but not 

limited to, the loss of the ability to exercise their constitutional rights.

COUNT II: VIOLATION OF EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER THE 
FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

80. Plaintiffs incorporate and adopt each and every allegation in the preceding 

paragraphs numbered 1 through 79.
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81. The Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution requires that the government treat similarly situated persons and groups 

equally.

82. Defendants denied Plaintiffs equal access to the forum as compared to similarly 

situated organizations such as World Changers of Florida.  

83. Defendants’ actions discriminated against Plaintiffs’ message.  

84. Defendants’ distribution practice and actions violate fundamental rights held by 

Plaintiffs, including its right to free speech. 

85. When government regulations and actions, such as Defendants’ practice and 

actions challenged herein, infringe on fundamental rights, discriminatory intent is 

presumed.

86. Defendants lack a compelling state interest, a substantial state interest, or a 

rational basis for their disparate treatment of Plaintiffs.  

87. Defendants’ censorship of Plaintiffs literature is not narrowly tailored to meet any 

legitimate government objective.  

88. Defendants’ violation of Plaintiffs’ right to equal protection has caused, and will 

continue to cause Plaintiffs to suffer undue and actual hardship and irreparable injury.  

Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law to correct the continuing deprivations of its 

most cherished constitutional liberties. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ 

continuing violations of Plaintiffs’ rights, Plaintiffs have suffered in the past, and will 
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continue to suffer in the future, direct and consequential damages, including but not 

limited to, the loss of the ability to exercise their constitutional rights.

REQUEST FOR RELIEF

89. An actual controversy exists between the parties as to whether Defendants’ 

censorship of Plaintiffs’ literature violates the Free Speech Clause and the Equal 

Protection Clause.  Plaintiffs respectfully request the following relief:

A. A declaratory judgment that Defendants violated Plaintiffs’ rights protected by the 

First and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution, including free 

speech and equal protection. 

B. A declaratory judgment that distributing Bibles in public schools precludes 

Defendants from prohibiting Plaintiffs’ requested literature. 

C. A permanent injunction ordering Defendants to refrain from prohibiting 

Plaintiffs’ literature.  

D. Nominal damages for past violations of Plaintiffs’ constitutional rights. 

E. An order awarding them the costs of this action including attorneys’ fees under 42 

U.S.C. §1988.
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F. Such other relief as this Court deems just and proper.

Dated June 11, 2013

JERRY H. JEFFERY
TRIAL COUNSEL

____________________________
Jerry H. Jeffrey
Florida Bar No. 188050
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 947537
Maitland, FL 32794
Telephone (407) 645-5558
Facsimile (407) 645-0009

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFFS

Steven M. Brady, Esquire
FBN: 749516
The Brady Law Firm, P.A.
7380 W. Sand Lake Road
Suite 500
Orlando, FL  32819
Telephone: 321-300-5290
Email: steven@bradylaw.us 

CO-COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFFS

Andrew L. Seidel
WI Bar Number: 1089025
Freedom From Religion Foundation 
PO Box 750 
Madison, WI 53701
Email: aseidel@ffrf.org
Pro Hoc Vice (motion pending)

CO-COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFFS
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Why Jesus?

Jesus has been held in high regard by Christians and non-Christians alike. Regardless of 
whether he existed in history, or whether he was divine, many have asserted that the New 
Testament Christ character was the highest example of moral living. Many believe that his 
teachings, if truly understood and followed, would make this a better world.

Is this true? Does Jesus merit the widespread adoration he has received? Let’s look at what he 
said and did.

Was Jesus Peaceable And Compassionate?

The birth of Jesus was heralded with “Peace on Earth,” yet Jesus said, “Think not that I am 
come to send peace: I came not to send peace but a sword.” (Matt. 10:34) “He that hath no 
sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one.” (Luke 22:36) “But those mine enemies, which 
would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.” (Luke 19:27. In 
a parable, but spoken of favorably.)

The burning of unbelievers during the Inquisition was based on the words of Jesus: “If a man 
abide not in me, he is cast forth . . . and men gather them into the fire, and they are 
burned.” (John 15:6)

Jesus looked at his disciples “with anger” (Mark 3:5), and attacked merchants with a whip 
(John 2:15). He showed his respect for life by drowning innocent animals (Matt. 8:32). He 
refused to heal a sick child until he was pressured by the mother (Matt. 15:22–28).

The most revealing aspect of his character was his promotion of eternal torment. “The Son of 
man [Jesus himself] shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” (Matt. 13:41–42) “And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: 
it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire 
that never shall be quenched.” (Mark 9:43)

Is this nice? Is it exemplary to make your point with threats of violence? Is hell a kind, peaceful 
idea?

Did Jesus Promote “Family Values”?
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“If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:26) 

“I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, 
and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man’s foes shall be they of his own 
household.” (Matt. 10:35-36)

When one of his disciples requested time off for his father’s funeral, Jesus rebuked him: “Let 
the dead bury their dead.” (Matt. 8:22)

Jesus never used the word “family.” He never married or fathered children. To his own mother, 
he said, “Woman, what have I to do with thee?” (John 2:4)

What Were His Views On Equality And Social Justice?

Jesus encouraged the beating of slaves: “And that servant [slave], which knew his lord’s will, 
and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes.” (Luke 12:47) He never denounced servitude, incorporating the master-slave 
relationship into many of his parables.

He did nothing to alleviate poverty. Rather than sell some expensive ointment to help the poor, 
Jesus wasted it on himself, saying, “Ye have the poor with you always.” (Mark 14:3–7)

No women were chosen as disciples or invited to the Last Supper.

What Moral Advice Did Jesus Give?

“There be eunuchs which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. 
He that is able to receive it, let him receive it.” (Matt. 19:12) Some believers, including church 
father Origen, took this verse literally and castrated themselves. Even metaphorically, this 
advice is in poor taste.

If you do something wrong with your eye or hand, cut/pluck it off (Matt. 5:29-30, in a sexual 
context). Marrying a divorced woman is adultery (Matt 5:32). Don’t plan for the future (Matt 
6:34), don’t save money (Matt. 6:19–20), or become wealthy (Mark 10:21–25). Sell everything 
and give it to the poor (Luke 12:33). Don’t work to obtain food (John 6:27). Don’t have sexual 
urges (Matt. 5:28). Make people want to persecute you (Matt 5:11). Let everyone know you are 
better than the rest (Matt 5:13–16). Take money from those who have no savings and give it to 



rich investors (Luke 19:23–26). If someone steals from you, don’t try to get it back (Luke 6:30). 
If someone hits you, invite them to do it again (Matt. 5:39). If you lose a lawsuit, give more than 
the judgment (Matt. 5:40). If someone forces you to walk a mile, walk two miles (Matt. 5:41). If 
anyone asks you for anything, give it to them without question (Matt. 5:42).

Is this wise? Is this what you would teach your children?

Was Jesus Reliable?

Jesus told his disciples that they would not die before his second coming: “There be some 
standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his 
kingdom” (Matt. 16:28). “Behold, I come quickly.” (Revelation 3:11) It’s been 2,000 years, and 
believers are still waiting for his “quick” return.

He mistakenly claimed that the mustard seed is “the least of all seeds” (Matt. 13:32), and that 
salt could “lose its savour” (Matt. 5:13).

Jesus said that whoever calls somebody a “fool” shall be in danger of hell fire (Matt. 5:22), yet 
he called people “fools” himself (Matt. 23:17). 

Regarding his own truthfulness, Jesus gave two conflicting opinions: “If I bear witness of 
myself, my witness is not true” (John 5:31), and “Though I bear record of myself, yet my record 
is true” (John 8:14). 

Was Jesus A Good Example?

He irrationally cursed a fig tree for being fruitless out of season (Matt. 21:18–19, and Mark 
11:13–14). He broke the law by stealing corn on the Sabbath (Mark 2:23), and he encouraged 
his disciples to take a horse without asking permission (Matthew 21).

The “humble” Jesus said that he was “greater than the temple” (Matt 12:6), “greater than 
Jonah” (Matt. 12:41), and “greater than Solomon” (Matt. 12:42). He appeared to suffer from a 
dictator’s “paranoia” when he said, “He that is not with me is against me” (Matt. 12:30).

Why Jesus?



Although other verses can be cited that portray Jesus in a different light, they do not erase the 
disturbing side of his character. The conflicting passages, however, prove that the New 
Testament is contradictory.

The “Golden Rule” had been said many times by earlier religious leaders. (Confucius: “Do not 
unto others that you would not have them do unto you.”) “Turn the other cheek” encourages 
victims to invite further violence. “Love thy neighbor” applied only to fellow believers. (Neither 
the Jews nor Jesus showed much love to foreign religions). A few of the Beatitudes (“Blessed 
are the peacemakers”) are acceptable, but they are all conditions of future reward, not based 
on respect for human life or values.

On the whole, Jesus said little that was worthwhile. He introduced nothing new to ethics 
(except hell). He instituted no social programs. Being “omniscient,” he could have shared some 
useful science or medicine, but he appeared ignorant of such things (as if his character were 
merely the invention of writers stuck in the first century).

Many scholars are doubtful of the historical existence of Jesus. Albert Schweitzer said, “The 
historical Jesus will be to our time a stranger and an enigma.” No first-century writer confirms 
the Jesus story. The New Testament is internally contradictory and contains historical errors. 
The story is filled with miracles and other outrageous claims. Consisting mostly of material 
borrowed from pagan religions, the Jesus story appears to be cut from the same fabric as all 
other myths and fables.

Why is Jesus so special? It would be more reasonable and productive to emulate real, flesh-
and-blood human beings who have contributed to humanity—mothers who have given birth, 
scientists who have alleviated suffering, social reformers who have fought injustice—than to 
worship a character of such dubious qualities as Jesus.

Nontract #12.
© Copyright 1993 by Dan Barker. All rights reserved.
More copies of this nontract may be ordered for $2.50 per dozen, or 10¢ each for 100 or more 
copies.
FFRF, Inc., PO Box 750, Madison WI 53701



Dear Believer:

You ask me to consider Christianity as the answer for my life. I have done that. I consider it 
untrue, repugnant, and harmful.

You expect me to believe Jesus was born of a virgin impregnated by a ghost? Do you believe 
all the crazy tales of ancient religions? Julius Caesar was reportedly born of a virgin; Roman 
historian Seutonius said Augustus bodily rose to heaven when he died; and Buddha was 
supposedly born speaking. You don’t believe all that, do you? Why do you expect me to 
swallow the fables of Christianity?

I find it incredible that you ask me to believe that the earth was created in six literal days; that 
women come from a man’s rib; that a snake, a donkey, and a burning bush spoke human 
language; that the entire world was flooded, covering the mountains to drown evil; that all 
animal species, millions of them, rode on one boat; that language variations stem from the 
tower of Babel; that Moses had a magic wand; that the Nile turned to blood; that a stick turned 
into a snake; that witches, wizards, and sorcerers really exist; that food rained from the sky for 
forty years; that people were cured by the sight of a brass serpent; that the sun stood still to 
help Joshua win a battle, and it went backward for King Hezekiah; that men survived unaided 
in a fiery furnace; that a detached hand floated in the air and wrote on a wall; that men 
followed a star which directed them to a particular house; that Jesus walked on water unaided; 
that fish and bread magically multiplied to feed the hungry; that water instantly turned into 
wine; that mental illness is caused by demons; that a “devil” with wings exists who causes evil; 
that people were healed by stepping into a pool agitated by angels; that disembodied voices 
spoke from the sky; that Jesus vanished and later materialized from thin air; that people were 
healed by Peter’s shadow; that angels broke people out of jail; that a fiery lake of eternal 
torment awaits unbelievers under the earth . . . while there is life-after-death in a city which is 
1,500 miles cubed, with mansions and food, for Christians only.

If you believe these stories, then you are the one with the problem, not me. These myths 
violate natural law, contradict science, and fail to correspond with reality or logic. If you can’t 
see that, then you can’t separate truth from fantasy. It doesn’t matter how many people accept 
the delusions inflicted by “holy” men; a widely-held lie is still a lie. If you are so gullible, then 
you are like the child who believes the older brother who says there is a monster in the 
hallway. But there is nothing to be afraid of; go turn on the light and look for yourself.

If Christianity were simply untrue I would not be too concerned. Santa is untrue, but it is a 
harmless myth which people outgrow. But Christianity, besides being false, is also abhorrent. It 
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amazes me that you claim to love the god of the bible, a hateful, arrogant, sexist, cruel being 
who can’t tolerate criticism. I would not want to live in the same neighborhood with such a 
creature!

The biblical god is a macho male warrior. Though he said “Thou shalt not kill,” he ordered 
death for all opposition (Ex. 32:27), wholesale drowning and mass exterminations; punished 
offspring to the fourth generation (Ex. 20:5); ordered babies to be smashed and pregnant 
women to be ripped up (Hosea 13:16); demanded animal and human blood to appease his 
angry vanity; is partial to one race of people; judged women inferior to men; is a sadist who 
created a hell to torture unbelievers; created evil (Is. 45:7); discriminated against the 
handicapped (Lev. 21:16–23); ordered virgins to be kept as spoils of war (Num. 31:15–18, 
Deut. 21:11–14); threatened to curse people by spreading dung on their faces (Malachi 2:3); 
sent bears to devour forty-two children who teased a prophet (II Kings 2:23–24); punished 
people with snakes, dogs, dragons, drunkenness, swords, arrows, axes, fire, famine, and 
infanticide; and said fathers should eat their sons (Ez. 5:10). Is that nice? Would you want to 
live next door to such a person?

And Jesus is a chip off the old block. He said, “I and my father are one,” and he upheld “every 
jot and tittle” of the Old Testament law. (Matt. 5:18) He preached the same old judgment: 
vengeance and death, wrath and distress, hell and torture for all nonconformists. He believed 
in demons, angels and spirits. He never denounced the subjugation of slaves or women. 
Women were excluded as disciples, and as guests at his heavenly table. Except for hell he 
introduced nothing new to ethics or philosophy. He was disrespectful to his mother and 
brothers; he said we should hate our parents and desert our families. Matt. 10:35-36, Luke 
14:26 (So much for “Christian family life.”) He denounced anger, but was often angry himself. 
Matt. 5:22, Mark 3:5 He called people “fools” (Matt. 23:17,19), “serpents,” and “whited 
sepulchres,” though he warned that such language puts you in danger of hellfire. Matthew 5:22 
He said, “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth. I came not to send peace, but a 
sword.” Matt. 10:34 (So much for “Peace on Earth.”) He irrationally cursed and withered a fig 
tree for being barren out of season. Matt. 21:19 He mandated burning unbelievers. John 15:6 
(The Church has complied with relish.) He stole a horse. Luke 19:30-33 He told people to cut 
off hands, feet, eyes and sexual organs. Matt. 5:29-30, 19:12 You want me to accept Jesus, 
but I think I’ll pick my own friends, thank you.

One of Jesus’s many contradictions was saying good works should be seen, and not seen. 
Matt. 5:16, 6:1-4 One of his mistakes was saying that the mustard plant has the smallest seed. 
Matt. 13:31-32 The writers of Matthew and Luke could not even get his genealogy straight, 



contradicting the Old Testament, and giving Jesus two discrepant lines through Joseph, his 
non-father! (Matt. 1:1–16 vs. Luke 3:23-34)

I also find Christianity to be morally repugnant. The concepts of original sin, depravity, 
substitutionary forgiveness, intolerance, eternal punishment, and humble worship are all 
beneath the dignity of intelligent human beings and conflict with the values of kindness and 
reason. They are barbaric ideas for primitive cultures cowering in fear and ignorance.

Finally, Christianity is harmful. More people have been killed in the name of a god than for any 
other reason. The Church has a shameful, bloody history of Crusades, Inquisitions, witch-
burnings, heresy trials, American colonial intolerance, disrespect of indigenous traditions (such 
as American Indians), support of slavery, and oppression of women. Modern “fruits” of religion 
include the Jonestown massacre, the callous fraud of “faith healers,” the sex scandals of 
televangelists, and fighting in Northern Ireland. Religion also poses a danger to mental health, 
damaging self respect, personal responsibility, and clarity of thought.

Do you see why I do not respect the biblical message? It is an insulting bag of nonsense. You 
have every right to torment yourself with such insanity—but leave me out of it. I have better 
things to do with my life.

Nontract No. 2 • © 1987 by Dan Barker
This and other nontracts may be ordered from FFRF, Inc. for $4/dozen or $12/100.
Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 750 • Madison WI 53701
www.ffrf.org

http://www.ffrf.org
http://www.ffrf.org


An X-Rated Book
Let us introduce you to parts of the Holy Bible which you have not heard about in sermons 

from the pulpit, that may shock and dismay you and should certainly convince you that the 
bible ought to be X-rated.

Below you will find a pornographic view of sex and women, lewdness, depravity and sexual 
violence often ordered or countenanced by the biblical deity. Don’t take our word for it—look it 
up for yourself.

GENESIS
4:17! Cain marries his sister?
4:19! Man “took unto him 2 wives”
12:13–19! Man prostitutes wife
16:2–4! Wife to hubby: “go in unto my maid”
17:9–14! “Ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin”
19:1–8! Rape virgins instead of male angels
19:30–38! “Righteous man” impregnates his 2 daughters while drunk
20:2–12! Man prostitutes wife again
20:12! Woman married to half-brother
22:24! Bible’s first “concubine”
24:2–3,9! Place your hand “under the thigh” (sexual organs) of  someone swearing sacred 

oaths
25:1–6! Keeping mistresses is not adultery
Ch. 29-30! Sordid tales of surrogate motherhood
30:3! Woman gives handmaid for hubby’s sexual use
30:9! More sordid marital triangles
32:25! God grabs Jacob’s testicles
34:1–31! Brothers are riled when sister is defiled
34:25! Circumcised men “were sore”
35:22! Man sleeps with father’s concubine
38:8–10! Onan’s method of birth control (withdrawal ejaculation) not approved
38:12–30! Woman “plays the harlot” to seduce father-in-law
39:7–20! Woman tries to rape man
47:29! Man ordered to place hand under father’s thigh

EXODUS
4:25! Mom cuts off son’s foreskin with (ouch!) stone
20:26! God specifies building of altar to prevent exposure to nakedness
21:7–11! Female servants can be used for sex
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21:10! Rule permits polygamy
22:19! Death decreed for bestiality

LEVITICUS
12:1–8! Bible calls childbirth a sin
15:16–18! Sperm and intercourse are unclean
15:19–33! Menstruation unclean; elaborate rules
15:29–30! Women require sin offering for menstrual periods
18:22! Homosexuality declared an abomination
18:23! More bestiality
19:20–22! Man gets forgiven, slave girl gets flogging
20:10! Adulterers shall be put to death
20:13! Death decreed for homosexuals
20:15–16! Death decreed for bestiality (human & beast)
21:9! Burn whore-daughters of priests
26:29! Curse: Eat your sons and daughters

NUMBERS
5:11–31! Fidelity test (belly rot) for women only
25:1! “People began to commit whoredom”
25:4! “Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the Lord”
25:6–8! Holy man impales woman through her belly
31:17–18! Virgins raped as war booty

DEUTERONOMY
21:10–14! God okays captured maidens as trial wives
22:5! Men’s clothing not to be worn by women & vice versa
22:13–21! A bride not a virgin must die
22:23–26! Virgin raped in city given no pity
22:28–29! Paying father to have sex with daughter
23:1! Man “wounded in the stones” (testicles) can’t enter congregation
23:2! Children born out of wedlock condemned as bastards to 10th generation
23:10–11! Nocturnal emissions discussed
23:12–14! Defecation: Carry paddle, dig hole, & cover up
25:5–10! Woman has sexual cause to spit in man’s face
25:11–12! A woman shall have her hand cut off for touching a man’s penis
28:27! Hemorrhoids (“emerods”) a punishment for sin
28:30! Lord’s curse: Another man shall lie with groom’s bride first



28:53–57! Curse: Eat your own body & children

JUDGES
3:20–22! Dagger in fat king’s gut gets “dirt” out
4:21–22! Hammer & nail murder by woman
8:30! Gideon had many wives, concubines
Ch. 11! Virgin daughter sacrificed to God
14:20! Samson gives away wife to another man
16:1! Samson “went in unto” harlot
16:4–19! Biblical game of S & M
19:1–30! Woman raped and ruined by homosexuals
21:6–25! Amidst carnage virgins captured for wives

RUTH
3:6–9! To “hook” him as a husband, Ruth sleeps with Boaz.  (4:9–10 Boaz buys Ruth)

I SAMUEL
1:5–11! Lord “shuts” & “opens” womb
2:8! “The Lord . . . lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill”
2:22–23! Priests’ sons copulate at door of tabernacle
5:9–12! Philistines “smitten with emerods” (hemorrhoids) as punishment for stealing ark
6:1–5! To placate God, make golden hemorrhoids
18:25–27! 200 foreskins gain David a king’s daughter
25:22,34! A subject never mentioned in sermons

II SAMUEL
3:7! Concubine hanky-panky
11:1–27! Uriah murdered so David can get his wife
12:11–12! Obscene performance to be viewed by all Israel
5:13! David had many wives, concubines
Ch. 13! Amnon rapes his sister
16:20–22! Absalom rapes father’s concubines on rooftop
20:3! David imprisons concubines for above

I KINGS
1:1–4! Virgin as therapy for sick old man
3:16–28! 2 “harlots” feud—sexist tale



11:1–10! Wise Solomon has wives and concubines galore, promiscuous with “many strange 
women”

14:10! A subject never mentioned in sermons
16:11! A subject never mentioned in sermons
21:21! A subject never mentioned in sermons

II KINGS
6:28–29! “So we boiled my son, and did eat him”
9:8! A subject never mentioned in sermons
9:30–37! Unspeakable assassination of Jezebel
23:7! Male houses of prostitution destroyed

I CHRONICLES
1:32–33! More concubines galore

II CHRONICLES
11:21! King had 18 wives & 60 concubines

ESTHER
Ch. 1–2! Sexual contest for new queen
1:11! Queen asked to “display” body for men

PSALMS
45:10–17! Wily seduction by promiscuous Solomon

PROVERBS
5:3! “Lips of strange woman” warning
7:5–27! Intemperate warnings of “strange” women
30:20! Adulteress “eateth, and wipeth her mouth”

SONG OF SOLOMON
5:4! Man touches woman’s “hole of the door” and “my bowels were moved for him”
8:8! Little sister has no breasts

ISAIAH
3:16! “the Lord will discover their secret parts”
9:20! Every man shall eat the flesh of his own arm
14:21–22! Slaughter children for fathers’ iniquity



16:11! Bible boast: “My bowels shall sound like an harp”
36:12! Eating dung and drinking piss

JEREMIAH
16:4! Grievous, obscene deaths

LAMENTATIONS
2:19–20! Something to lament
4:10! Women boil children for food

EZEKIEL
4:12–15! God says: Eat bread defiled with dung
5:8–10! What’s for dinner?
8:2! Lord’s loins make guest appearance
16:15! Fornications pour out
16:36–37! Their “filthiness poured out . . .”
23:1–40! Grisly tale related of two sisters who are whores
23:20! Sex organs and ejaculate of harlot’s lovers compared to asses & horses
Ch. 24! Lord orders lewd “woman” boiled into “scum”
29:7–8! God performs bloody castration via a sword

HOSEA
1:2–11! God tells Hosea to take whore to wife
2:1–15! Complications ensue (lewdly described)

NAHUM
3:4–6! Lord: “I will discover thy skirts upon thy face”

MALACHI
2:1–4! Angry god will spread feces on your faces

MATTHEW
5:27–30! A man may lust, but it’s not just
5:31–32! Man can divorce wife for fornication
19:3–9! Man who divorces and remarries is adulterer
19:12! Castrate yourself for Jesus
22:24! Woman must marry dead husband’s brother



LUKE
2:21! Eight day old Jesus is circumcised

ACTS
8:38! Eunuch baptized
15:24! Circumcision is not commandment
16:3! Paul circumcises adult

ROMANS
1:26–32! Gay man and lesbians “worthy of death”

I CORINTHIANS
6:18–20! Abstain from extramarital sex
7:1–40! To be more holy, refrain from sex wholly
7:18–19! If you’re not circumcised, stay that way

GALATIANS
5:1–4! Paul speaks against circumcision

I TIMOTHY
3:2,12! More than one wife OK, except for bishop

REVELATION
17:1–16! A drunken whore is stripped, eaten and burned

As Thomas Paine wrote in his classic book The Age of Reason: “Any system of religion that 
has anything in it that shocks the mind of a child, cannot be a true system.”

Paine also observed: “Whenever we read the obscene stories, the voluptuous 
debaucheries, the cruel and torturous executions, the unrelenting vindictiveness, with which 
more than half the Bible is filled it would be more consistent that we call it the word of a demon 
than the word of God. It is a history of wickedness that has served to corrupt and brutalize 
[hu]mankind.”

Most of the passages encapsulated above are conveniently quoted in full and in context in 
J. Ashleigh Burke’s book, The X-Rated Book, available from the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation, P.O. Box 750, Madison WI 53701. (www.ffrf.org)

Nontract No. 9. © Copyright 1993 By J. Ashleigh Burke & FFRF, Inc. All rights reserved.
Copies of this nontract may be ordered $4 for 12 ($12 for 100) from FFRF, Inc.

http://www.ffrf.org
http://www.ffrf.org


What Does The Bible Say about Abortion?
Absolutely nothing! The word “abortion” does not appear in any translation of the bible.

Out of more than 600 laws of Moses, none comments on abortion. One Mosaic law about 
miscarriage specifically contradicts the claim that the bible is antiabortion, clearly stating that 
miscarriage does not involve the death of a human being. If a woman has a miscarriage as the 
result of a fight, the man who caused it should be fined. If the woman dies, the culprit must be 
killed:

“If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from her, and yet no 
mischief follow: he shall be surely punished according as the woman’s husband will lay upon 
him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.

“And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life, Eye for eye, tooth for tooth . . .” Ex. 
21:22–25

The bible orders the death penalty for murder of a human being, but not for the expulsion of a 
fetus.

When Does Life Begin?
According to the bible, life begins at birth—when a baby draws its first breath. The bible 
defines life as “breath” in several significant passages, including the story of Adam’s creation in 
Genesis 2:7, when God “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living 
soul.” Jewish law traditionally considers that personhood begins at birth.

Desperate for a biblical basis for their beliefs, some antiabortionists cite obscure passages, 
usually metaphors or poetic phrasing, such as: “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did 
my mother conceive me.” Psalm 51:5 This is sexist, but does nothing other than to invoke 
original sin. It says nothing about abortion.

Moses, Jesus, and Paul ignored every chance to condemn abortion. If abortion is so important, 
why doesn’t the bible say so?

Thou Shalt Not Kill?
Many antiabortionists quote the sixth commandment, “Thou shalt not kill” (Exodus 20:13), as 
evidence that the bible is antiabortion. They fail to investigate the bible’s definition of life 
(breath) or its deafening silence on abortion. Significantly, the Mosaic law in Exodus 21:22–25, 
directly following the Ten Commandments, makes it clear that an embryo or fetus is not a 
human being.

An honest reader must admit that the bible contradicts itself. “Thou shalt not kill” did not apply 
to many living, breathing human beings, including children, who were routinely massacred in 
the bible. The Mosaic law orders “Thou shalt kill” people for committing such “crimes” as 
cursing one’s father or mother (Ex. 21:17), for being a “stubborn son” (Deut. 21:18–21), for 
being a homosexual (Lev. 20:13), or even for picking up sticks on the Sabbath (Numbers 
15:32–35)! Far from protecting the sanctity of life, the bible promotes capital punishment for 
conduct which no civilized person or© nation would regard as criminal.
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Mass killings were routinely ordered, committed or approved by the God of the bible. One 
typical example is Numbers 25:4–9, when the Lord casually orders Moses to massacre 24,000 
Israelites: “Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the Lord against the 
sun.” Clearly, the bible is not pro-life!

Most scholars and translators agree that the injunction against killing forbade only the murder 
of (already born) Hebrews. It was open season on everyone else, including children, pregnant 
women and newborn babies.

Does God Kill Babies?
“Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones.” Psalm 137:9

The bible is not pro-child. Why did God set a bear upon 42 children just for teasing a prophet 
(2 Kings 2:23–24)? Far from demonstrating a “pro-life” attitude, the bible decimates innocent 
babies and pregnant women in passage after gory passage, starting with• the flood and the 
wanton destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, progressing to the murder of the firstborn child of 
every household in Egypt (Ex. 12:29), and the New Testament threats of annihilation.

Space permits only a small sampling of biblical commandments or threats to kill children: 
Numbers 31:17: Now therefore kill every male among the little ones. Deut. 2:34: utterly 
destroyed the men and the women and the little ones. Deut. 28:53: And thou shalt eat the fruit 
of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters. I Sam. 15:3: slay both man and 
woman, infant and suckling. 2 Kings 8:12: dash their children, and rip up their women with 
child. 2 Kings 15:16: all the women therein that were with child he ripped up. Is. 13:16: Their 
children also shall be dashed to pieces before their eyes; their houses shall be spoiled and 
their wives ravished. Is. 13:18: They shall have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eyÆes 
shall not spare children. Lam. 2:20: Shall the women eat their fruit, and children. Ez. 9:6: Slay 
utterly old and young, both maids and little children. Hosea 9:14: give them a miscarrying 
womb and dry breasts. Hosea 13:16: their infants shall be dashed in pieces, and their women 
with child shall be ripped up.

Then there are the dire warnings of Jesus: “For, behold, the days are coming, in which they 
shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the womb that never bare, and the paps which never 
gave suck.” Luke 23:29

The teachings and contradictions of the bible show that antiabortionists do not have a 
“scriptural base” for their claim that their deity is “pro-life.”

Spontaneous abortions occur far more often than medical abortions. Gynecology textbooks 
conservatively cite a 15% miscarriage rate, with one medical study finding a spontaneous 
abortion rate of almost 90% in very early pregnancy. That would make a deity in charge of 
nature the greatest abortionist in history!

Are Bible Teachings Kind to Women?
The bible is neither antiabortion nor pro-life, but does provide a biblical basis for the real 
motivation behind the antiabortion religious crusade: hatred of women. The bible is anti-
woman, blaming women for sin, demanding subservience, mandating a slave/master 
relationship to men, and demonstrating contempt and lack of compassion: “I will greatly 



multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire 
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” Gen. 3:16 What self-respecting woman 
today would submit willingly to such tyranny?

The antiabortion position does not demonstrate love for humanity, or compassion for real 
human beings. World Health Organization estimates maternal deaths at 500,000 a year, with 
at least one in five stemming from unsafe, illegal abortions. Thousands more are hurt and 
maimed from illegal or self-induced abortions. Unwanted pregnancies and complications from 
multiple pregnancies are a leading killer of women. Why do antiabortionists want North 
American women to join these ghastly mortality statistics? Every day around the world more 
than 40,000 people, mostly children, die from starvation or malnutrition. We must protect and 
cherish the right to life of the already-born.

Do Churches Support Abortion Rights?
Numerous Christian denominations and religious groups agree that the bible does not 
condemn abortion and that abortion should continue to be legal. These include: American 
Baptist Churches-USA, American Ethical Union, American Friends (Quaker) Service 
Committee, American Jewish Congress, Catholics For a Free Choice, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Episcopal Church, Jewish Reconstructionist Federation, Lutheran 
Women’s Caucus, Moravian Church in America-Northern Province, Presbyterian Church 
(USA), Reform Judaism, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, Unitarian Universalist 
Association, United Church of Christ, United Methodist Church, United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism, Women’s Caucus Church of the Brethren, YWCA, and Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice.

Is America Governed by Religious Faith?
Belief that “a human being exists at conception” is a matter of faith, not fact. Legislating 
antiabortion faith would be as immoral and unAmerican as passing a law that all citizens must 
attend Catholic mass!

The bible does not condemn abortion; but even if it did, we live under a secular constitution, 
not in a theocracy. The separation of church and state, the right to privacy, and women’s rights 
all demand freedom of choice.

Nontract No. 7. © 1995 by Annie Laurie Gaylor. All rights reserved. 
Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 750, Madison WI 53701
www.ffrf.org
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