
March 20, 2023

SENT VIA FAX & U.S. MAIL: (731) 425-8514

Thom Corley
Chief of Police
Jackson Police Department
234 Institute St.
Jackson, TN 38301

Re: Unconstitutional religious promotion on social media

Dear Chief Corley:

I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) regarding a constitutional
violation occurring in the Jackson Police Department. FFRF is a national nonprofit organization with over
39,000 members across the country, including more than 400 members and a local chapter in Tennessee.
Our purposes are to protect the constitutional principle of separation between state and church, and to
educate the public on matters relating to nontheism.

A concerned complainant reported that the Jackson Police Department (“the Department”) celebrated
Women’s History Month on its official Facebook page by highlighting its female law enforcement
officers, including officers’ favorite bible verses. It appears that each female officer was asked to share
their favorite biblical scripture as part of the Department’s Women’s History Month social media
campaign. Please see the enclosed screenshots.

We write to request that you remove these references to religious scripture from the Department’s official
Facebook page and refrain from using official social media pages to promote religion in the future.

It is inappropriate and unconstitutional for a police department to post biblical scripture on its official
social media pages. The Supreme Court has long held that the Establishment Clause requires “government
neutrality between religion and religion, and between religion and nonreligion.” McCreary Cty., Ky. v.
ACLU of Ky., 545 U.S. 844, 860 (2005); Wallace v. Jaffree, 472 U.S. 38, 53 (1985); Epperson v. Ark., 393
U.S. 97, 104 (1968); Everson v. Bd. of Educ. of Ewing, 330 U.S. 1, 15–16 (1947). By displaying Christian
scripture on its official Facebook page, the Jackson Police Department conveys a message to all
non-Christians in Jackson that they are disfavored members of the community. While it is laudable that
the Department wants to honor its female officers on social media, it should seek to do so in ways that are
inclusive and do not needlessly include the often exclusionary topic of religion.

As you are aware, citizens interact with and rely on law enforcement officers during some of the most
urgent and vulnerable times of their lives. As Chief of Police, you serve a diverse population that consists
of not only Christians, but also minority religious and nonreligious citizens. We hope you will agree that
the police department must be even-handed and avoid any appearance of bias toward some citizens or
hostility toward others. Promoting Christianity through the Department’s official social media suggests



that your office prefers Christianity over all other religions and nonreligion. This alienates Jackson
citizens who are part of the 35 percent of Americans who are non-Christians.1

The Supreme Court has described the power of social media sites as “the principal sources for knowing
current events, checking ads for employment, speaking and listening in the modern public square, and
otherwise exploring the vast realms of human thought and knowledge.” Packingham v. North Carolina,
137 S. Ct. 1730, 1737 (2017) (internal citations omitted). Government entities must be particularly
diligent not to entangle religious messages with official government pronouncements made in this
“modern public square.”

We ask the Jackson Police Department to respect the diversity of its citizens. We request that you remove
all divisive religious posts and biblical scripture from official social media pages and avoid making
similar posts in the future. Please respond in writing with the steps your department is taking to remedy
this matter so that we may inform our complainant.

Sincerely,

Samantha F. Lawrence
Anne Nicol Gaylor Legal Fellow
Freedom From Religion Foundation

Enclosures

1 The 2020 Census of American Religion, Public Religion Research Institute (July 8, 2021), available
at https://www.prri.org/research/2020-census-of-american-religion.














