December 18, 2020
SENT VIA FAX & U.S. MAIL: 724-430-2047
Janet Trees and Lauren Mahoney-Yohman
Jury Commissioners
Fayette County Jury Commissioners’ Office
61 E. Main Street
Uniontown, PA 15401
Re:

Unconstitutional Religious Message on Jury Summons

Dear Commissioner Trees and Commissioner Mahoney-Yohman:
I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) regarding a
constitutional violation that recently occurred in Fayette County. FFRF is a national nonprofit
organization with more than 33,000 members across the country, including more than 1,000
members in Pennsylvania. Our purposes are to protect the constitutional principle of separation
between state and church, and to educate the public on matters relating to nontheism.
A concerned local Fayette County resident has reported they received a jury summons that
included a bible verse, “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established
by God. Romans 13:1 NIV.” Please see the enclosed photo.
We are writing to inform the Fayette County Jury Commissioners’ Office that as a government
entity, it cannot include religious messages on official government correspondence or summons.
The Commissioners’ Office including bible verses on its jury summons violates the
Establishment Clause by favoring a religious message and the practice must be discontinued.
As an entity of the municipal government, the Fayette County Jury Commissioners’ Office has a
constitutional obligation to remain neutral regarding religion. The Supreme Court has long
recognized that the First Amendment “mandates governmental neutrality between religion and
religion, and between religion and nonreligion.” McCreary County v. ACLU, 545 U.S. 844, 860
(2005); Wallace v. Jaffree, 472 U.S. 38, 53 (1985); Epperson v. Arkansas, 393 U.S. 97, 104
(1968); Everson v. Bd. of Educ. of Ewing, 330 U.S. 1, 15-16 (1947). When the Jury
Commissioners’ Office shares passages from the bible, it violates this neutrality.
Inserting bible verses into jury summons suggests that Christianity is the preferred religion of the
County. This sends the message to all minority religious or nonreligious constituents that they
“are outsiders, not full members of the political community, and an accompanying message to
adherents that they are insiders, favored members of the political community.” Lynch v.

Donnelly, 465 U.S. 668, 688 (1984) (O’Connor, J., concurring). Suggesting that the County
prefers Christianity alienates non-religious and non-Christian citizens. Today nearly one-quarter
of Americans, 24%, are religiously unaffiliated, and another 7% belong to religious minorities,
making nearly one-third of our population non-Christians, either practicing a minority religion or
no religion at all.1
The Fayette County Jury Commissioners’ Office is tasked with serving all citizens, regardless of
their personal religious beliefs. We ask that it refrain from including bible verses on its summons
or any other official correspondence in the future. Please inform us in writing of the steps you
take to address this constitutional concern. Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

Christopher Line
Staff Attorney
Freedom From Religion Foundation
Enclosure
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Robert P. Jones & Daniel Cox, America’s Changing Religious Identity, Public Religion Research Institute (Sept. 6,
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