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Exeter Union High School commencement ceremony won't
include prayer
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Exeter Union High School seniors will have a moment of silence instead of a prayer at Friday's graduation
ceremony.

High school district trustees Tuesday voted 3-0,
with Joe Conley and Charlie Norman absent, to
eliminate the student-led prayer. Many at the
special board meeting had spoken out in favor of
the 50-year tradition, and some stood and prayed
as trustees met in closed session.

Meanwhile, school-prayer opponents included two
former students and two current ones with signs
reading "God Hates Showoffs" and "God Says No
Prayer."

After the trustees' decision was announced, legal
counsel Michael Smith of Lozano-Smith said the
U.S. Supreme Court has determined that public
prayer is not constitutional in school settings.
Several organizations, including Americans United
for Separation of Church and State, the Freedom
From Religion Foundation and the Anti-
Defamation League had demanded that Exeter
Union High School District trustees eliminate
student prayer from the graduation ceremony.

RELATED
Some in audience pray aloud as Exeter High

School District graduates observe moment of
silence

Trustee Mark Pascoe said he's a person of faith
but that his beliefs "aren't going to be changed
one bit if we do a moment of silence."

Among those supporting the student-prayer
tradition Tuesday was parent Vicke Riddle.

Related Stories

Some in audience pray aloud as Exeter High School
District graduates observe moment of silence

Related Topics

Politics - US Supreme Court, US News
Life - Education Etc.

Find what you are looking for ... Search

http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/MOBILE
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/rss
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/NLETTERSUBSCRIBE
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/sms
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/twitter
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/facebook
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/jobs/
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/cars/
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/homes/
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/apartments/
http://deals.visaliatimesdelta.com/
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/dating/
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/classifieds/
javascript:gsl.redirectToCommentPage(%7BcommentCount:356%7D)
javascript:%20void(%22Recommend%22)
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
http://www.topix.com/
https://ads.pulse360.com/advertisers.html?refid=91041742
http://network.realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/trpgannettnews/ros/728x90/jx/ss/a/L14/1356504269/Top1/USNetwork/DEF2002020001_39_AEF/AEFbanner_clock_rev.gif/324b714f7955775038306b41414e394f?
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/
http://gannett.gcion.com/?adlink/5111/333545/0/13/AdId=-3;BnId=0;itime=113737673;key=CW16+CW255+CW138+CW18+CW270+CW8+CW127;
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/NEWS01
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/ENTERTAINMENT&template=cover
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/SPORTS
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/LIFESTYLE
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/weather
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/OPINION
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/obituaries
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/article/20100602/NEWS01/6020332/Exeter-Union-High-School-commencement-ceremony-won-t-include-prayer#
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/VIDEONETWORK
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/classifieds
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/customerservice
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/NEWS01
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/archive
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/NEWS07
http://content.usatoday.com/dist/custom/gci/topicpage.aspx?cid=visaliatimesdelta
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/PERMGALL
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/VIDEONETWORK
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/roi
javascript:GDN.Widget.Load('popup',%20'Login',%20'gdn_Widgets%5B%22Login%22%5D',%20350,%20175,%20'Z2RuX0FjdGlvbnNbIlJlZnJlc2giXSA9IDI7Z2RuX0FjdGlvbnNbIkxvZ2luIl0gPSAxO3dpbmRvdy5zZXRUaW1lb3V0KCJHRE4uU2V0Rm9jdXMoJ1VBV2lkZ2V0LUxvZ2luJykiLCA1MDApOw==');
javascript:GDN.Widget.Load('popup',%20'Registration',%20'gdn_Widgets%5B%22Reg%22%5D',%20((gdn_enable_reg_help)%20?%20540%20:%20350),%20500,%20'Z2RuX0FjdGlvbnNbIlJlZyJdID0gMTt3aW5kb3cuc2V0VGltZW91dCgiR0ROLlNldEZvY3VzKCdVQVdpZGdldC1SZWdpc3RyYXRpb24nKSIsIDUwMCk7');
javascript:GDN.Widget.Show(UserSearchPopup,350,50,'UAWidgetRef-PopUp');
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/section/customerservice
http://gannett.gcion.com/?adlink/5111/1169740/0/170/AdId=-3;BnId=0;itime=113737952;key=CW16+CW255+CW138+CW18+CW270+CW8+CW127;
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/article/20100609/NEWS01/6090321/Voter-turnout-in-Tulare-County-lower-than-expected
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/article/20100609/NEWS01/6090322/Bill-Wittman-wins-re-election-for-Tulare-County-Sheriff
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/article/20100609/NEWS01/6090323/Race-for-Tulare-County-assessor-too-close-to-call
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/article/20100609/NEWS01/100609001/Both-Tulare-County-Board-of-Supervisor-races-close
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/article/20100609/NEWS01/6090324/Paul-Hurley-Where-s-all-the-outrage-And-the-voters-
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4c0fdd2cb5069&adId=14975&zoneId=69
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4c0553a4653ea&adId=14674&zoneId=69
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4b8c3ff844663&adId=11619&zoneId=69
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4bfc0423b9507&adId=14401&zoneId=69
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2009/10/30/book-a-cruise-up-to-75-off/?fc_id=11650&fc_app_id=2605
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4be06d9e084c5&adId=13554&zoneId=69
http://www.adblade.com/
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4c0fdd2cb5069&adId=14975&zoneId=69
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4c0553a4653ea&adId=14674&zoneId=69
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4b8c3ff844663&adId=11619&zoneId=69
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4bfc0423b9507&adId=14401&zoneId=69
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2009/10/30/book-a-cruise-up-to-75-off/?fc_id=11650&fc_app_id=2605
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4be06d9e084c5&adId=13554&zoneId=69
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/article/20100602/NEWS01/6020332/Exeter-Union-High-School-commencement-ceremony-won-t-include-prayer#
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/article/20100605/NEWS01/6050392/Some-in-audience-pray-aloud-as-Exeter-High-School-District-graduates-observe-moment-of-silence
http://www.topix.com/r/0eNIpESErLbadym=2BWD1ds6zba=2BzPf=2FF8zJDCa=2B=2FMU5QYfYK6s=2FF5SgU1rOvJYD=2BYuHYs3QHfqB6lUnk5lZ4livDVbO0IrEwc2kTxRm5MyV28DfIjRfn4srr1Pvy2aoiZHu45YPKCXZ0sf4reL88ViBoRltWDiuPKGrUCitgjIzrg=3D
http://www.topix.com/search/article?cat=us/us&co=1&p=7008&ph_ref=1&url=visaliatimesdelta%2Ecom
http://www.topix.com/search/article?cat=us/supreme-court&co=1&p=7008&ph_ref=1&url=visaliatimesdelta%2Ecom
http://www.topix.com/search/article?cat=us/us&co=1&p=7008&ph_ref=1&url=visaliatimesdelta%2Ecom
http://www.topix.com/search/article?cat=life/life&co=1&p=7008&ph_ref=1&url=visaliatimesdelta%2Ecom
http://www.topix.com/search/article?cat=education/edu-etc&co=1&p=7008&ph_ref=1&url=visaliatimesdelta%2Ecom


6/9/10 3:02 PMExeter Union High School commencement ceremony won't include prayer |…aliatimesdelta.com | Visalia Times-Delta and Tulare Advance-Register

Page 2 of 7http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/article/20100602/NEWS01/6020332/Exeter-Union-High-School-commencement-ceremony-won-t-include-prayer

m_a_c wrote:

In Your Voice | READ REACTIONS TO THIS STORY

Newest first  

Replying to noshoes4me:

Replying to m_a_c:

Replying to noshoes4me:

Replying to m_a_c:

Replying to
noshoes4me:

Replying
to
m_a_c:

br />

;)
and they
loved to
pray out
loud

Policyholder's saved.
AARP.TheHartford.com

KILL Debt in 12-36 Months
See if You Too Qualify for The Govt's Personal Credit
Reform Bailout!
NewYorkChronicle.org

Most Recommended Articles
Sheriff's Dept. asking for witnesses to Sunday's
boating accident at Lake Kaweah (39)
Helicopters search Lake Kaweah for missing Tulare
man (17)
Visalia woman, 18, killed when car slams into tree on
Lovers Lane at Roosevelt Avenue (13)
Officials seek suspect in Seville shooting (9)
Sheriffs name suspect in Seville shooting (8)

Most Commented Articles
Exeter Union High School commencement ceremony
won't include prayer (356)
Some in audience pray aloud as Exeter High School
District graduates observe moment of silence (290)
Exeter Union High School District to decide whether
prayers will be said at Friday's graduation; some
seniors attend Baccalaureate event Sunday (146)
Boy, 3, drowns in pool at abandoned house in Visalia

(123)
Visalia woman, 18, killed when car slams into tree on
Lovers Lane at Roosevelt Avenue (46)

 Add Your Link Here!
"If the already scheduled student speaker chooses

to pray, that's protected under the First Amendment ," she said.

Kathleen Brooks, an Exeter Union High English teacher who said she was speaking as a parent, also
supports prayer at the ceremony.

"I believe that as a government, as a country, we have to recognize the rights of the minority," she said. "But
not necessarily by ignoring the rights of the majority."

Others said they wanted the conflict to end so students could enjoy a peaceful graduation.

Margie Reed, who works at the school and whose son is a senior, thanked the board for showing "the
courage to do what you know has to be done."

"As Christians, we do need to fight this," she said, "but not on graduation night."

Ballots Not Counted

Trustees voted earlier this year to cancel the prayer, then decided to let seniors vote on the matter. Seniors
voted last week but the ballots were not counted and will be destroyed, Superintendent Renee Whitson said.

"I think they should have stuck with their original decision, rather than deciding that students should vote on
it," said Pam Pescosolido, mother of a junior.

Whitson said after the meeting that the board "worked very hard and long considering the law."

"We do have a responsibility to be fair and we want to have equal respect for all," she said.
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you're so spiteful, rude, and a bad christian??

You are an atheist. What makes you think that
you are qualified to define what makes a "good
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ASSumed premise makes you?
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Now you want to murder people who pray at graduations? Enjoy
your Kool Aid as you ride the short bus.

lol
thought satan had a silver tongue?? your's is more... pewter...

name your church, devil... 

when i said tent.. i meant revival style dude.. i didn't realize you LIVED in a tent...
is that why you're so spiteful, rude, and a bad christian??

You are an atheist. What makes you think that you are qualified to define what
makes a "good Christian?"
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