
November 16, 2022

SENT VIA EMAIL ONLY:
eoclass@irs.gov

IRS EO Classification
1111 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20224

Re: Illegal Politicking by Religious Organization

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) to once again report
potential illegal political campaigning by the Diocese of Tyler, Texas. FFRF is a national
nonprofit organization with more than 38,000 members across the country, including 1,600 in
Texas. Our purposes are to protect the constitutional principle of separation between state and
church, and to educate the public on matters relating to nontheism.

Bishop J. Strickland, speaking in an official capacity on behalf of the Catholic Diocese of Tyler,
Texas, has again made endorsements of the Republican party and its politicians on Twitter. FFRF
previously reported the bishop engaging in electioneering on Twitter in 2020.

On November 12, 2022, Strickland posted a chart comparing the Republican and Democratic
party platforms worded in such a way as to make it clear that he was endorsing the Republican
party and its politicians. For example, the chart says that the Democrats want to “gut religious1

liberty” and support a “coercive” contraception mandate, while Republicans, for example,
oppose “reshap[ing] our schools–and our entire society–to fit the mold of an ideology alien to
America’s history and traditions.” This biased language is not a neutral comparison of party
platforms and makes very clear which side is preferred.

On October 25, 2022, two weeks before the midterm elections, Strickland retweeted President
Biden advocating for the election of Democratic members of Congress, commenting, “We must
stop this evil agenda…”2

2 https://twitter.com/Bishopoftyler/status/1584865344338161666
1 https://twitter.com/Bishopoftyler/status/1591436001632608256



These tweets came from an official Twitter account for the bishop, indicated by the generic
handle @Bishopoftyler. Nothing about the @Bishopoftyler handle itself indicates it is a personal
account. The profile photo shows the bishop in official dress and the header photo is a photo of a
church altar. Nothing suggests that these tweets are broadcast in a personal capacity. The
endorsement of one political party over another is clear. Screenshots are enclosed.

IRS regulations specify that 501(c)(3) organizations, which include churches and other religious
organizations, are prohibited from “[participating in or intervening in] . . . any political campaign
on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for public office.” Rev. Rul. 2007-41, 2007-25
I.R.B. (June 28, 2007).

The Diocese of Tyler appears to have again inappropriately used its religious organization and
501(c)(3) status to intervene in political campaigning. It violated IRS regulations by broadcasting
a clear preference for one political party and its candidates over another. Under IRS regulations,
this amounts to endorsing candidates for political office.

FFRF respectfully requests that the IRS commence an immediate investigation of the Diocese of
Tyler. The IRS should take appropriate action to remedy any violations of 501(c)(3) regulations
that occurred or which continue to occur.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Madeline Ziegler
Staff Attorney

Enclosure








