
 
July 30, 2020 
 
SENT VIA EMAIL & U.S. MAIL: jeff.schuler@cusd200.org 
 
Dr. Jeff Schuler 
Superintendent 
Community Unit School District 200 
130 West Park Avenue 
Wheaton, IL 60189 
 
Re: Unconstitutional promotion of a religious event 
 
Dear Dr. Schuler: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) regarding a 
constitutional violation that occurred in Community Unit School District 200. FFRF is a national 
nonprofit organization with more than 32,000 members across the country, including more than 
1,000 members in Illinois, and a local FFRF Metropolitan Chicago Chapter. Our purposes are to 
protect the constitutional principle of separation between state and church, and to educate the 
public on matters relating to nontheism. 
 
A concerned district 200 parent contacted FFRF to report that the district promoted a religious 
worship event through a recent summer activity handout that was distributed to parents 
district-wide via an official district email. The district sent out a “Summer Choice Board” 
handout which provided various summer activities for students to participate in. One of these 
activities, “Summerfest Goes Wild,” was a Christian worship event presented by Highpoint 
Church. The event began with a woman explaining, “We are here for one reason, and that’s to 
get to know who God is and His great love for each of us.”  Please see a copy of the handout 1

enclosed. 
 
While we understand that the district wanted to provide a list of activities to “enrich summer 
learning,” the district cannot encourage students to attend a Christian worship event. We write to 
ensure that the district will not promote religious events or activities again in the future. 
 
It is a well settled law that public schools may not advance or endorse religion. See generally Lee 
v. Weisman, 505 U.S. 577 (1992); Wallace v. Jaffree, 472 U.S. 38 (1985); Epperson v. Arkansas, 
393 U.S. 97 (1967); Sch. Dist. of Abington Twp. v. Schempp, 374 U.S. 203 (1963); and Engel v. 
Vitale, 370 U.S. 421 (1962). School endorsement of a religious worship event is impermissible 
“because it sends the ancillary message to members of the audience who are nonadherents ‘that 
they are outsiders, not insiders, favored members of the political community.’” Santa Fe Indep. 
Sch. Dist. v. Doe, 530 U.S. 290, 309-10 (2000) (quoting Lynch v. Donnelly, 465 U.S. 668, 688) 

1 https://bit.ly/2D6xs5r 

 



 

(1984) (O’Connor, J., concurring). It also conflicts with the personal religious and nonreligious 
views of many district students and families, as 35 percent of Americans are not Christians, 
which includes 26 percent of Americans that are not religiously affiliated.  2

 
We request that the district take immediate action to ensure that religious events are not 
promoted by its schools in the future. Please respond in writing so that we may notify our 
complainant of the steps the district is taking to protect the constitutional rights of all district 
students and families. Thank you for your time and attention to this matter, and I hope this letter 
finds you in good health.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Christopher Line 
Staff Attorney 
Freedom From Religion Foundation 
 
CAL:sfb 
 
Enclosure  

2 In U.S., Decline of Christianity Continues at Rapid Pace, Pew Research Center (Oct. 17, 2019), available at 
https://www.pewforum.org/2019/10/17/in-u-s-decline-of-christianity-continues-at-rapid-pace/. 

 



 

 

 


