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 As a Life Member and the attorney in the original Ten Commandments case 
(Stone v. Graham, 1980), I want to thank FFRF for its aggressive efforts to stop 
the continuing displays of the Ten Commandments in public schools. 
William Cameron Stone
Kentucky

“Efforts to get religion in the public schools are not new!” notes attorney 
William Cameron Stone. The illustration above is from Frank Leslie’s 
Illustrated Weekly in 1876, which shows secular Uncle Sam confronting 
representatives of various worldwide religions and belief systems.

Letterbox
Readers send kudos  
for convention

Thank you so much for giving us 
the opportunity to visit fabulous Port-
land, Ore. We loved it there and would 
like to make a return visit. Thanks also 
for the well-organized, interesting and 
fun convention. We look forward to 
attending the convention next year in 
Madison.

In the hotel I encountered a stack 
of bibles stacked on freshly laundered 
bedding and towels. I asked at check-
out why the bibles were placed in 
rooms and said I found that offensive. 
I asked why bibles weren’t just placed 
in common areas where people could 
people pick them up, if they wished.

His answer was if they’re left out, 
they get stolen! He also said if there 
are no bibles in the room, people call 
to ask why not.

How often does that really happen?
Sue Schuetz
Wisconsin

• • •
Just a note to say what a pleasure it 

was to attend the conference in Port-
land. I’d not been to an FFRF conven-
tion before, despite living nearly next 
door in Milwaukee. Thanks to every-
one who worked to put the conference 
together!
Gregory James
Wisconsin

• • •
My deepest gratitude for all you did 

in Portland. My wife and I met and 
talked with so many kindred spirits 
and by chance had lunch and a won-
derful talk with annalise fonza, while 
surrounded by 20 or more Catholic 
priests at their meeting. (We did get 
the odd stare now and then.)

It could not have been more per-
fect.
Russell Case
Washington

• • •
Thanks for the glorious opportunity 

to learn so much and be with so many 
great folks at the Portland convention. 
I am proud to be a Lifetime Member.
Jerry Foreman
Nevada

Crank mail upsets 
some, entrances others

I’ve been reading the crank mail let-
ters and I must say, they are hilarious.

These letters are obviously written 
by people of extremely limited intel-
ligence. These letters are written by 
the hypocritical, brainwashed, bible-
thumping lunatics who claim to be so 
holy and good. Not with the vulgar lan-
guage that they use.

I’d like one holy roller to prove to 
me that there is a god, and I’ll prove 
to them that there isn’t and never was. 
The bible is even more farfetched than 
fiction. Their god is the meanest and 
most unpleasant person in all of fic-
tion.

My life is so wonderful without god 
and religion.
Eugene T. Bernascone
New Jersey

• • •
The essays by college students are 

most edifying, but the crank mail de-
bases an otherwise excellent publica-
tion.
John Tindale, Life Member
South Carolina

• • •

“Cranksters to FFRF’ers: ‘Get pack-
ing,’ ” [Sept12] was an ugly compila-
tion of bible-thumpers mired in their 
own hypocritical temerity, from which 
they have no desire to extricate them-
selves.

The perniciousness of the muddle-
headed nincompoops and their ob-
noxious drivel is but reflective of the 
“bigot’s handbook” they are so enam-
ored with.
William R. Lamppa
Minnesota

• • •
For at least 83 of my 91 years I have 

been an atheist. For the past 25 years 
or so I have been a member of “that 
church for atheists,” Unitarian Univer-
salist. Many members do not share our 
“faith” in unfaith, but we get along. 

I am writing about the September 
crank mail collection. Did you have 
to print so many? It was repetitive and 
disgusting. It made my wife laugh, and 
she just had to read them to me. Un-
fortunately, I could not share in her 
merriment. I found it sad that there 
are so many illiterate people who just 
don’t get it.
Morton Nadler
Virginia

AA has supporters  
and detractors

RE: “Religious Rehab: Fishing for 
the Weak” [Sept12]. Bailey Rahn and 
Chance Campbell fall into the same 
generality as those who believe there 
are no atheists in foxholes. The fact 
that the Alcoholics Anonymous pro-
gram underscores belief in a “higher 
power” doesn’t mean that there aren’t 
plenty of hardcore atheists like myself 
in successful recovery from alcoholism 
through AA. Like atheists at weddings, 
we can enjoy ourselves while ignoring 
the liturgical baggage.

I’m in my 40th sober and happy 
year attending AA meetings. As AA’s 
official description states, AA is a “fel-
lowship of men and women who share 
their experience, strength and hope 
with each other that they may solve 
their common problem and helps oth-
ers to recover from alcoholism.” Nary a 
word about “spirituality.” 

That being said, AA is at fault for 
continuing to emphasize this obsolete 
concept dating from its founding in 
the old Oxford groups. By so doing, 
we in AA limit our ability to reach out 
to suffering alcoholics, many of whom 
use our perceived religiosity to perpet-
uate the denial of their condition, to 
their peril.
A.K.
Hawaii

• • •
The September article “Religious 

Rehab: Fishing for the Weak” was in-
teresting to me on several levels. I am 
a retired professional in chemical de-
pendency treatment, an atheist and 
and a longtime member of a 12-step 
recovery group.

The intent of the article is important 
— the knowledge of recovery resourc-
es for alcohol and drug treatment and 
the pros and cons of any treatment. 
And like FFRF’s never-ending battle to 
keep religion out of government, the 
history of religious-based treatment 
for alcohol and drugs is a sad story of 
failure, primarily because they view it 
as a sin rather than a medical and psy-
chological issue. But that doesn’t stop 
them.

I would however like to clear up 
the article’s shortcomings. Despite my 
years of experience, I have no idea 
what is meant by “religious rehab pro-
grams.” They couldn’t mean AA, be-
cause AA is simply a voluntary self-help 
group which doesn’t charge for its ser-
vices.

If the writers meant “fire and brime-
stone, find god now or burn in hell” 
programs, I would agree with them. In 
my area we have the Cleveland Clinic, 
considered one of the best hospitals in 
the world. This hospital has an alco-
hol/drug program which tells patients 
to attend AA meetings for help to stay 
sober. Is the clinic a religious rehab? 
Secular? Both? The psychiatrists, nurs-
es, internal medicine physicians, social 
workers would like to know! 

I am an atheist and have atheist 
friends at meetings I attend. In the 
case study, Will saw “weathered desper-
ate faces.” Wrong again. I have a weath-
ered face after 40 years in recovery, but 
anyone who attends an AA meeting 
will see meetings made up primarily of 
young people, from teenagers on up. 
But the average age is quite young and 
far from the stereotype of the down-
and-outer clutching a wine bottle. And 
AA meetings are much more known 
for the laughter, friendship and hope 
that permeate them than any despera-
tion.

My higher power is the power of the 
people and principles of AA, not god. 
The “cleverly ambiguous” Step 2 [sub-
mitting to a higher power] got me out 
of dependency, not into it. In a way, it 
is cleverly ambiguous. I am powerless 
over alcohol. Knowing that, I was able 

to not drink, find my inner strength 
and go out in the world and live a use-
ful life.

If AA is as devious as Will and the ar-
ticle’s writers make it out to be, I think 
the CIA should attend meetings and 
learn about covert operations.
John Finnegan
Ohio

Missouri billboard 
much appreciated

Thank you so much for putting up 
the new billboard in Smithville, Mo. 
My husband and I have both been frus-
trated about the awful Catholic bill-
board and were thrilled when we saw 
the new one from FFRF go up.

It’s been difficult to live in an area 
where there are so many religious fa-
natics, so it’s good to know that there 
are other like-minded people close by. 
Thank you again.
Martha Schroer
Missouri

Second Amendment 
trumps the First 

Your response to Danny Miller’s 
September letter (regarding the Sec-
ond Amendment) was an inappropri-
ate dismissal of a serious criticism. The 
cartoon Mr. Miller objected to had no 
bearing on freedom from religion, and 
its inclusion in Freethought Today was 
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a gratuitous slap in the face to your 
readers who value the right to keep 
and bear arms. 

I am a lifelong atheist and I re-
gard the right to self-defense as fun-
damental as the right to free speech. 
Mr. Miller was correct that the Second 
Amendment protects all other rights, 
and your slighting of it in favor of the 
First was shortsighted. Are you equally 
dismissive of the Fourth Amendment? 
The Fifth?

Reading Freethought Today re-
minds me that I’m not alone in my re-
jection of superstition, but now I feel 
like an outsider again. I was consider-
ing buying an FFRF Life Membership 
to complement my NRA Life Member-
ship, but now I’m undecided.

Atheists come in all shapes and 
sizes. We will disagree with each other 
on many subjects. FFRF should work at 
representing all of us.
Jim Williams
Washington

New Lifers in for  
the long haul

Enclosed is my long overdue pay-
ment for Lifetime Membership. I can’t 
think of a better way to help myself 
than by supporting the great work that 
you do.

FFRF gets results, and you do it with 
dignity and style. Keep fighting the 
good fight.
Scott Eppelman
Texas

• • •
Enclosed find my check for $1,000 

for Life Membership. I like and strong-
ly support what you people are doing.

It seems that we are slowly achieving 
growth in the percentage of people 
who have shrugged off the straitjacket 
of religious dogma.
John L. Coppejans
California

Tell religious nuts  
what you think

As I read the stories of the essay 
award winners, I was disturbed by the 
trouble that young people have when 
asked about their beliefs. I can un-
derstand that they are young and not 
accustomed to being aggressive when 
asked, “What church do you go to?”

As a person born into atheism, I 
want to tell you how I handle people 
who question my beliefs:

RELIGIOUS NUT: What church do 
you belong to?

ME: And what church do you be-
long to?

RELIGIOUS NUT: I belong to the 
(usually Baptist in Oklahoma) church.

ME: Let me get this straight. You 
believe that some man up in the sky 
somewhere has been there for all eter-
nity and that one day, before there 
were days, he decided to create the 
Universe. And after it was created in six 
literal days, he created a man (Adam) 
from whom he took a rib and created 
a woman (Eve), who ate an apple and 
angered this man so much that he de-
cided to flood the Earth and murder 
all but eight people and most of the 
animals.

This man in the sky decided that 
the humans he created couldn’t please 
him enough to get eternal life, so he 
decided that he would have a ghost 
impregnate a woman who would bear 
his (God’s) son. This son, called Jesus, 
went running around Israel, ignoring 
China, Russia, North and South Amer-
ica and the rest of the world, telling 
everyone that if they believed he was 
God, then they could live forever, and 

if they didn’t, then he would torture 
them with fire for the rest of eternity. 
Is that what you want me to believe?

RELIGIOUS NUT: (silence).
ME: And the only reason you know 

this is because 65 to 300 years after Je-
sus died, a bunch of unknown people 
wrote it all in a book and quoted the 
exact words Jesus said. That is amazing 
since no one took notes at the time Je-
sus supposedly lived or had a tape re-
corder. I find your story unbelievable.

RELIGIOUS NUT: You should not 
talk about my Lord and Savior Jesus 
that way!

ME: I don’t give a damn about your 
religious sentimentalities. You have 
a book, the bible, which says that if I 
don’t believe in Jesus, I am going to 
burn in hell forever.  You think I am 
so worthless that I deserve to be tor-
tured forever. You don’t care about my 
feelings, so why should I give a damn 
about your religious sentimentalities?

These student essayists don’t have 
to take any guff from the deluded re-
ligious freaks. Just show them how ri-
diculous their beliefs are.
Jim Worrell
Oklahoma

Howler: Canine  
averse to holy water

I drove a friend and her big old cat 
to a very small gathering (four women) 
at the local monastery on St. Francis’ 
Day. One lady joked that her little dog 
had howled when sprayed with “holy” 
water.

“You know why,” I said, “animals are 
atheist. He didn’t want to be blessed.”

They all LOL’d and nobody took of-
fense!
Sheila Somner, Life Member
Arizona

Taking freethought 
across the border 

I’m a retired psychologist and Af-
ter-Life Member who has founded a 
freethinkers chapter within the Family 
Motor Coach Association. The Lake 
Chapala area south of Guadalajara, on 
Mexico’s biggest natural lake, hosts the 
largest concentration of Americans liv-
ing outside the U.S. Expatriates here, 
mostly retired, are estimated at be-
tween 6,000 to 10,000 (the latter in the 
winter when snowbirds arrive).

This area, known as Lakeside, is full 
of churches, bible study and prayer 
meetings. Missionaries go door-to-
door to spread “the good news.” A 
Baptist church has given a “course” on 
“How Science Points to the Existence 
of God.” I knew only four freethinkers 
after living there nine years. 

Inspired by attending the Reason 
Rally, which FFRF helped sponsor in 
March in Washington, I placed ads in 
the weekly English-language newspa-
per inviting freethinkers interested in 
forming a discussion and fellowship 
group. About 30 people responded.

Now the Lakeside Freethinkers num-
ber about 60 and meet twice a month. 
Our steady growth demonstrates we’re 
meeting a real need. Members, per-
haps encouraged by knowing that we 
are not alone, are becoming more out-
spoken on religion’s impositions in the 
community such as the attempted take-
over by U.S. evangelicals of a facility for 
abandoned and abused children.

The Baptists should not expect to 
offer their “course” again without it 
being countered by accurate informa-
tion.
Ken Crosby
Texas

Two topics all  
for the price of one

There’s one compelling argument 
in favor of gay marriage which trumps 
all others: One child in so many thou-
sand is born with both sexes. I’m a mar-
riage officiant. What do I do in a case 
like this?

Sometimes these children (her-
maphrodites) are assigned a sex at 
birth. It’s “easier” to assign female than 
male, so you have a person who feels 
male in a female body, or vice versa. 
Are they barred from marriage? Mar-
riage is a civil union. It’s only religious 
if it’s performed by a cleric. Any two 
people can enter into a civil contract.

On another topic, I don’t believe Je-
sus ever existed, but if he did, there’s 
no doubt he was a Jew. At what point 
did he relinquish his Jewish identity? 
Apostasy (renouncing one’s religion) 
is punishable by death in some coun-
tries today and certainly was 2,000 years 
ago. He and his followers couldn’t have 
been preaching Christianity because it 
didn’t exist.

There have been rumors lately that 
Jesus was married. If he was, he would 
surely marry a nice Jewish girl. And 
every Sabbath, like Jews everywhere, 
Jesus must have celebrated it with the 
age-old rituals and prayers.

If the Last Supper actually took 
place, it was surely a seder. In short, the 
whole family would be turning over in 
their graves if they knew that someone 
changed their religion on them. Pre-
posterous!
Kate Talbot, Life Member
California

Celibacy as policy  
an utter failure

I have arguments at times with reli-
gious people, rarely with any positive 
results. Mostly we just argue and give 
up. Although I’m not trying to reform 
the unreformable, there’s a question I 
like to ask the religious arguee, espe-
cially Catholics:

Why not, at least, allow priests to 
marry and not to be bound by vows of 
chastity? (The various justifications for 
chastity have an interesting history, but 
aren’t necessary to recount here.) Al-
lowing clergy to marry should allow for 
at least some reduction in child moles-
tation, as the clergy would be allowed 
to get some sexual relief.

At the least, forcing the hierarchy to 
deny this simple, once-practiced poli-
cy, would get all the cards on the table.
Jerry Weinberg
Vermont

God picking winners 
must need losers

Everywhere we look, every day, a 
business, a city government, a town 
council, football coaches, basketball 
coaches, you name it, God is asked to 
“favor” the supplicant: “We can’t win 
a basketball/football/baseball game 
without god on our side. We ask for 
special favors — we ask to win.”

From that request, we are asked to 
believe that winning or losing a game 
or the success of a business or town 
council are all dependent on the 
whims of an unknown, unseen “some-
thing” out there. The talents of the 
quarterback are neglible, the mayor of 
the town could very well be illiterate. 
The skills of leadership are totally un-
necssary to the success of any endeavor 
because we (the town, the coach, the 
priest, the minister) have begged god 
to intercede and provide us with a 
“Win!”

Is there any reasonable person who 
would buy into and promote this theo-
ry? Does god pick the winner of the All-
Star Game, the World Series, Olympic 
events, political contests?

Is all life reduced to god’s lottery? 
What happens when we find that mon-
ey bought the outcome of the game, 
the election, the Academy Awards? 
Does that mean that god favored the 
money side and not the side of right? 
Does anyone believe this? Unfortu-
nately, it seems, more often than not, 
people do believe.

What kind of just god would always 
have to have a loser?  They want me to 
believe this is the way the world is run? 
There are very valid reasons I am an 
atheist. These are just a few.
Jeanne Owers
Texas

Member offers e-book 
as letter template

Dear Editor: a common man’s (not so 
common) opinion, is an e-book that in-
cludes my letters to the editor that 
FFRF has published as well as other 
letters with a progressive bent on reli-
gion, atheism, humanism and related 
topics.

The book is now available at smash­
words.com/books/view/236040. It can 
be downloaded for a small fee or by 
browsing the first few pages for free. 
As explained in the Introduction, I en-
courage readers to copy, modify or em-
bellish any letter with my name under 
and republish under their own name.

I’m hoping for a grassroots move-
ment to spread the “gospel” of this let-
ter collection, of which I’m sure there 
is enough to offend just about any-
body, but hopefully also something to 
inspire and provoke some thinking. As 
you’ll see, I have included comments 
from others, from one extreme to the 
other, good and, if not “bad,” at least 
amusing! You be the judge, and don’t 
shy away from letting me know if you 
have any comments.
Jorg Aadahl
California

Onward. . .
“I have to think that if this represents 
Christian values, I’m glad to be an 
atheist,” writes Bill Breen from 
Montana.
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Convention  
Mementos

Filmmakers and FFRF members Scott Mullin, Oregon, and Sean Namanny, 
California, videoed parts of the conference and interviewed speakers as part of 
an upcoming documentary.

The filmmakers (above) surprised FFRF staffers with these beautiful flower 
posies. Pictured admiring them are Jackie Douglas, Katie Daniel, Annie Laurie 
Gaylor, Katie Stenz and Lynn Lau.

Molly and Beth Taylor, Washington. Molly is in the eighth grade.

Partners Todd Peissig, a Life Member from Wisconsin, and Eric Lawrence, 
Illinois.

“Audio guy” Buzz Kemper, Wisconsin, recorded speeches.
At Multnomah Falls: Jeanette Miles, S. Carolina; her son, 
Max Nielson, 2012 Student Activist Award recipient; and 
Jessica Ahlquist, 2012 Freethinker of the Year.

Wet but clearly enjoying the optional preconvention tour of the Columbia 
Gorge/Multnomah Falls was this group of FFRF’ers.
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Name: Dan Nerren.
Where I live: Sand Springs, Okla., a 

Tulsa suburb.
Where and when I was born: Tupe-

lo, Miss., 1948.
Education: B.S. in education, South-

west Missouri State University, 1971.
Occupation: Retired railroad work-

er.
Military service: U.S. Army, 1971-73, 

Wurzberg, Germany.
How I got where I am today: Life 

is much about unlearning incorrect 
ideas. Unfortunately, many people 
never see this. Few there be who have a 
sense of their own acculturation.

Person in history I admire: Carl Sa-
gan.

A quotation I like: “For me, it is far 
better to grasp the Universe as it really 
is than to persist in delusion, however 
satisfying and reassuring.” (Carl Sa-
gan)

These are a few of my favorite 
things: Playing piano, reading, volk-
swalking [noncompetitive, 5K or 10K 
outdoor walk].

My doubts about religion started: I 
spent the summer of 1966 working at 
a church retreat in New Mexico. I was 
exposed to many sermons. It was there 
that I began to question the whole 
scheme.

Ways I promote freethought: I’ve 
been a Foundation member since 
1989. I’m active in a local Unitarian 
Universalist congregation, Church of 
the Restoration, so named to indicate 
the congregation’s desire to bring res-
toration to the Greenwood District of 

Tulsa. Greenwood was destroyed in the 
infamous 1921 race massacre in north 
Tulsa, where vigilantes took to the skies 
in aircraft to strafe the helpless black 
citizens below.

I was instrumental in founding the 
American Humanist Association chap-
ter in Tulsa in 1988. I later organized 
an atheist meetup group and stay ac-
tive in other freethought groups. My 
next project will be leading a Unitar-
ian Progressive Book Club discussion 
group, starting with Howard Zinn’s A 
People’s History of the United States.

Editor’s note: Dan also performed an in­
valuable service for FFRF several years ago 
by indexing and binding 10 years’ worth of 
Freethought Today issues. This is a tremen­
dous resource for research and for the legal 
staff.

 

Dan Nerren’s secular 
invocation

On Thursday, Aug. 30, Dan Nerren 
treated the Tulsa City Council to a first 
— the first atheist “invocation” at a Tul-
sa council meeting.

For months the council had refused 
to stop praying to open its meetings, 
then eventually agreed to let previously 
excluded groups address the council. A 
local Americans United member asked 
Dan if he would give a secular address.

“I went to the Internet to see what 

was out there and soon discovered a 
secular invocation written by Andrew 
Lovley of the South Maine Association 
of Secular Humanists, which he had 
used to speak to his local governmen-
tal body. I adapted Lovley’s words to 
the Tulsa situation.”

The speaker is also expected to lead 
the Pledge of Allegiance. A TV report-
er noted Dan omitted “under God.”

“Had he been listening carefully, he 
would have discovered another change 
I made to the pledge,” said Dan. “I 
closed the pledge not with ‘with liberty 
and justice for all’ but with ‘with liberty 
and justice its goal.’ Liberty and justice 
have not become a reality for many citi-
zens. My son, watching from his home 
on the cable access channel, caught my 
change.”

In what could be called a sad com-
mentary, extra security was in place for 
the meeting because it was announced 
beforehand that a godless person was 
giving the invocation. However, Dan 
said, “There were no problems, no pro-
testers. Everything went smoothly.”

The invocation:

Let us open our hearts to the wel-
fare of all people in our community 
by respecting the inherent dignity and 
worth of each person, and realize that 
our differences of race, religion and 
party affiliation are merely superficial. 
Our common humanity unites us all, 
and may we recognize that through 
our interdependence we share a com-
mon fate.

In order to achieve the greatest 
good as citizens of Tulsa, it is important 
for us to maintain an open mind, and 
honor and respect the human rights 
of each other. We should consider the 
benefit provided by differing perspec-
tives, and be willing to question as-
sumptions that serve only to obstruct 
our path to progress.

Rather than bowing our heads 
and closing our eyes in deference, we 
should open our eyes widely to face the 
reality that confronts us, without losing 
sight of our ideals of what we could 
achieve.

Through the prudent use of reason 
and compassion, we can ensure the 
success of this great city.

Lastly, we must remember that in 
the face of adversity we need not look 
above for answers, but instead recog-
nize the proven potential within our-
selves and in each other to overcome 
any challenges we face.

Thank you.

Meet a Member

Dan Nerren prepares to tickle the ivories.

Church retreat in 1966 backfired

Name: Steve Salemson.
Where I live: In a condo on Madi-

son’s southwest side.
Where and when I was born: Louis-

ville, Ky., in 1943.
Family: One younger sister, two sons 

and daughters-in-law, three delightful 
grandchildren.

Why I volunteer for FFRF: I want to 
support the organization in addition to 

simply being a dues-paying member.
What I do as a volunteer: Help 

around the office with anything that 
needs doing.

What I like best about it: The fasci-
nating people who work there.

My day job was: Associate director 
of the University of Wisconsin Press 
(now happily retired).

Education: Four years of music stud-
ies at the Ecole Normale de Musique 
de Paris, playing French horn in the 
Haifa Symphony Orchestra, B.A. in 
linguistics from Queens College (City 
University of New York), M.A. in liberal 
studies from Duke University.

These three words sum me up: In-
quisitive, broad-minded, multilingual 
(fluent in English, French and He-
brew, somewhat less fluent in Macedo-
nian and conversant in German, Span-
ish and Italian).

My freethought heroes are: Albert 
Einstein, Bertrand Russell, Joe Hill.

Things I like: Balkan folk dancing, 
biking, downhill skiing, Paul Robeson 
recordings, the Green Bay Packers, 
Schubert lieder and Mahler sympho-
nies, doing The New York Times cross-
word puzzle every day, and almost any 
ethnic cuisine.

Things I smite: Xenophobes, cock-
roaches, the New York Yankees.

Steve Salemson visited Aarhus, 
Denmark, the nation’s second-largest 
city, in June.

Meet a multitalented 
volunteer

One Woman’s Fight
by Vashti McCollum

Historic legal battle to a 
Supreme Court

victory removing religious 
instruction

from the public schools.
240 pages, with photographs.

$15.00 postpaid
$20.00 nonmember

ffrf.org/shop
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FFRF Convention ’12 Highlights

Photography by Andrew Seidel  
unless otherwise noted.  

More photography on pages 11-14, 22.

FFRF Co-President Dan Barker debuts his newest song, “Poor Little Me,” lyrics 
by Dan and music by Broadway legend Charles Strouse, who received FFRF’s 
Emperor Has No Clothes Award in 2011 for outing himself as a nonbeliever.

The collaboration gets a big “thumbs up” from the audience.

Lorraine Ideus, former minister-turned-atheist Ray Ideus, freethought celebrity 
Julia Sweeney and Dan Barker.

Jerry DeWitt had the crowd in his pocket (see the “love 
offering” he’s waving in his hand) during The Clergy 
Project panel, when he delivered his freethought talk in 
the mode of a Pentecostal preacher. (Jerry requested the 
crowd affirm his statements by saying “Darwin” instead of 
“amen.”) Jerry is the first graduate of The Clergy Project, 
which works to help ministers who have lost their faith leave 
the pulpit.

Richard Dawkins autographed hundreds of copies of his international 
blockbuster The God Delusion after receiving his Emperor Has No Clothes 
Award.

Douglas Marshall, Michigan, principal plaintiff in FFRF’s lawsuit against the 
mayor of Warren, Mich., gave a first-hand account of the case, in which the 
mayor approved a nativity display while censoring FFRF’s solstice sign. Douglas 
and FFRF are appealing the case to the 6th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals with 
pro bono help.

Photo:  Andy N
go


