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Ehrenreich accepts Emperor,
rejects religion’s shackles

Barbara Ehrenreich displays her new
honor.

Barbara Ehrenreich (atheist, feminist,
author, essayist and columnist) gave this
speech March 24 in acceptance of her Em-
peror Has No Clothes Award in Washington
at FFRF’s post-Reason Rally gala dinner.

By Barbara Ehrenreich

-b ‘ ow, I have to hold it, OK? I

think it’s anatomically correct, but
there’s a fig leaf in case you're curious.
Thank you very much, Dan. I will be
very proud of it as will my family.

It is an honor to be with you. I'm in
so many settings where I am the only
atheist, the only “out” atheist, and I
kind of feel that whatever the subject
is, I have got to get that in there some-
where. You know, particularly the idea
that you cannot be moral, you cannot
be socially involved or socially con-
scious unless you are with the “God
Party.”

I thought I would go a little against
the grain here with some dogmatic
statements about God. Yes, I am going
to talk about God. What qualifies me
to do that? Well, I have read a lot of
theology, surprisingly perhaps, a lot of
the history of religion, and believe me

God does not care
about your weight-
loss issues.

this is very relevant, a huge amount of
science fiction, which I am going to
draw on. Plus since I have this award,
I can now say anything, I think, I am
entitled.

I wish we had the people picketing
outside [Westboro Baptists] in here,
because they seem to be experts, too.
This is Saturday night, and I don’t
know what all of you are planning to
do for the rest of it, but I do know ab-
solutely for sure that God does not care
if you do it with contraceptives. He or
she does not care if you do it with a per-
son of the same sex as yourself, wheth-
er you are married or single, any of the
rest of that.

In fact, if you search the bible, you
will find no reference to birth control
or gay marriage, and you will not find
a word, strangely, about stem cell re-
search. I have searched.

Let me say a little bit about abor-
tion, since that is a major issue with
the godly now. As a former biologist, I
will say that if God cared about each
fertilized human egg, he would not let
an estimated 60% of them die each
month before they get implanted in
the uterus, flushed out with the men-
strual flow.

They are killed by the deity him or
herself, or at least not cared for by the
deity. Unless of course you want to ar-
gue — I am always afraid to bring up
this plain biological fact because some-
one is going to say, “Oh my god, we
have to provide Christian burials for
tampons” — it will get harder to dis-
pose of a tampon than a Quran.

Where did the idea ever come from
that God is called pro-life? I mean the
people that say that, I am just saying
pro-life here without any judgment at-
tached to it. What about tsunamis?

What would Jesus eat?

This is equally dogmatic: God does
not care about your weight-loss issues.

Barbara Ehrenreich

You may wonder why I bring that up,
but if you Google Jesus and quote
weight loss, you will get millions of
entries. A lot of people are convinced
that Jesus wants them to be thin and
that he has the best diet plan on the
market.

You can contribute this to divine rev-
elation on my part, but God does not
care if you lose that last five pounds.
Nor, sadly, does he seem to care if we
are nice to each other, whether we are
kind and we share, if we are nonvio-
lent, whether we care for each other.

Those are human values, they do
not come from some divine or extra-
human source, and there are no re-
wards in the afterlife for those who put
them into practice. In fact, if by some
fluke or miscarriage of divine justice,
I am ever offered a place in heaven,
I will have to turn it down. Not only
because my friends and family will be
in the other place. Face it, something

that seems very clear to me about the
teachings of Jesus, whom I greatly ad-
mire, is that if you were offered a place
in heaven that you would have to turn
it down and give it to some poor sin-
ner so that he or she does not have to
spend eternity in hell, that would be
the “Christian” thing to do.

I am just putting them on notice
about that in case I should ever be put
into that position. Now as for God’s
particular interest in us or agenda
for us in general, whatever issue you
look at, sex or social morality, all the
evidence points in one direction. He is
just not that into us.

You may be wondering why talk
about “God” at all. This is a Freedom
From Religion celebration, not a the-
ology lecture. If God is what they say
— perfectly good and loving and all-
powerful — then of course he doesn’t
exist. It is impossible, as so many have
pointed out over the centuries, for

FFRF Co-President Dan Barker presents Barbara Ehrenreich with the prestigious ‘Emperor Has No Clothes’ Award. (Photos: Andrew Seidel)



June/July 2012

some deity to be both all-powerful and
all-good. As Nietzsche or Stendhal said
(it’s attributed to both), “God’s only
excuse is that he doesn’t exist.”

There is no way to reconcile all that
power and goodness. We won that de-
bate. Long before Dawkins and the
New Atheists came along, we won that,
it’s over. Ever hear of the great Ameri-
can nonbelievers like Robert Ingersoll,
anybody? Oh wow, I don’t often find
many people who know.

Imagine cosmic ‘others’

Now I am going to ask you to get a
little bit more out of your comfort zone
and think in more general terms. For-
get about the familiar monotheistic pa-
triarchal notion of God. Think instead
about the possibility of other conscious
agencies or minds at work in the uni-
verse and bear with me. This is not a
disreputable thing to think about. This
is not freethought heresy.

Some of the greatest science fiction
of the last century speculates on the ex-
istence of beings vastly different from
ourselves. I am talking about Arthur C.
Clarke, for example, Philip K. Dick and
Ursula Le Guin, among others. Clarke
was an atheist, Le Guin is, and Dick was
unclassifiable.

Some serious thinkers here. They
all imagined cosmic “others” that un-
der certain conditions could interact
with human beings. I don’t think that
is such a strange thought for secular
thinkers to have either. If there are
such beings in the universe, especially
powerful beings, I want to know about
them.

I am not saying this as an agnostic.
I am saying this as a curious person. If
there are such beings of whatever kind,
I want to know their habits, their incli-
nations, their tastes, their dimensions,
their chemical composition, assuming
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I would really
like to see some
separation of
church and
stadium.

they have dimensions and chemical
composition, of course.

For me this is part of a larger curi-
osity about the world. For example, I
want to know about extraterrestrial
life. One of the greatest regrets in my
life is that I will die, most likely, before
we have contact with any intelligent ex-
traterrestrial beings.

I advocate all the time for more pub-
lic spending for the poor, the middle
class, for the sick, but here is a confes-
sion I am proud to make. I want to see
a lot more spending on science, on
space exploration and on the search
for extraterrestrial intelligence.

I have to admit I wasn’t at the Rea-
son Rally today because I had taken
my granddaughters to the National
Air and Space Museum. It is tragic. It
is a monument to something we have
abandoned. That’s how I felt. I could
remember so clearly when the idea of
being beyond the year 2000, we would
have colonies on Mars.

It is not just curiosity, though, about
extraterrestrial sorts of intelligence
that motivates me. If there are power-
ful nonhuman and conscious beings
in the universe, whether they are on
distant planets or are floating among
us right now like dark matter, then we
had better find out all we can about
them, and I say that seriously.

Recall the question that Einstein
asked about God. He was not a be-

Dan Barker warms the crowd with a few freethought tunes.

Freethought Today

1. 7%

Page 11

FFRF Staffer Katie Daniel shows her sign of disapproval for the Westboro
Baptist Church, who protested FFRF’s dinner with Barbara Ehrenreich.

liever, but he said what he wanted to
know about God was one thing: Is he
friendly? I would say it is important to
find out. It is even kind of urgent.

There are many, many kinds of
obstacles to knowing. We don’t have
a lot of data on these points, and we
may have some inherent mental limita-
tions that prevent us from interacting
with these other cosmic minds. But
the point that I want to leave you with
tonight is that one of the greatest ob-
stacles to raising these questions and
ever hoping for any kind of answer is
religion.

I have all kinds of quarrels with reli-
gion — as do you, and I am not going
to list them all — for its role in the op-
pression of women, from the Taliban
to the Republican Party, for its role in
fomenting war and reinforcing class
hierarchies, suppressing science as
well as so many other crimes against
humanity.

Briefs against Christianity

I have another grievance against re-
ligion, or at least against the so-called
“great” world religions, the great
monotheistic religions like Christianity
and Islam, Christianity being the only
one I really know that much about.

Christianity has consistently for gen-
erations stood in the way of human
understanding of the world: scientific
understanding, philosophical under-
standing, even mystical insight into
the world. It has prohibited these sorts
of questions and punished the people
who dared to raise them. It has dis-
couraged consistently any speculation
about God, or to keep that more gen-
eral, as some kind of cosmic entity.

When I was a child, for example,
most of my friends were Catholic and
I would ask them the usual questions,
“Why does God let babies die?” and
so on. The answer, “It’s a mystery.” Re-
member that? It’s a mystery, we can’t
know and if you questioned that an-
swer or said it is not a good enough
explanation for you, then you were
told that God just demands one thing
from you, which is obedience, submis-
sion, just shut up and do what you are
told. Don’t commit any sins, including
the sin of intellectual arrogance as the
priests liked to put it, like asking too
many questions.

You probably know that, but what
is less well-known to freethinkers, and
I invite you to open your minds to
this, is that Christianity has repeatedly
crushed or harassed or tormented the
most devout Christian intellectuals and
mystics who dared to think for them-
selves.

Meister Eckhart, for example, any-

one every heard of him? Oh wow,
great. When he died, the Inquisition
was on his trail. He had been called to
Rome because his notions about the
deity were not acceptable.

Or Marguerite Porete, who was
burned at the stake in 1310 because
she had unusual notions about the de-
ity, Christians, members of religions
and lay orders.

Worse still in my brief against Chris-
tianity, Christians for 400 years were at
the forefront of European colonialism,
crushing all alternative religious sys-
tems on the planet, in the Americas, in
Africa and somewhat less successfully
in Asia.

They crushed polytheistic religions,
they crushed ecstatic religious, they
crushed goddess worship, paganism,
pantheism, animism, all expunged
pretty much from the world. With the
destruction of all the indigenous reli-
gions throughout the world, we lost
all notions of a deity other than that
perfect and all-powerful monotheistic
one.

We lost the female deities, we lost
the multiple deities, the animal dei-
ties, the jaguar gods, the lion gods,
the elephant gods. We lost the entire
pantheon created by the human imagi-
nation over the centuries. We lost the
vicious gods that demanded blood sac-
rifice, and we lost the fun-loving gods
like Dionysius and Bacchus

As all those alternative ways of un-
derstanding were wiped out, pretty
much, we were left with this single
inaccessible, unknowable, patriarchal
deity of monotheism. Which is to say,
we were left with nothing, just the para-
dox of the perfect god whose only ex-
cuse can be that he doesn’t exist, a god
who by definition doesn’t exist.

It was this vacuum that the great
classics of science fiction attempted to
fill, not with new dogma or myths but
with an invitation to speculate about
questions that organized religion pro-
hibited people from asking. If we are
truly freethinkers, no issue and no
topic is off limits to us, even topics that
have been historically monopolized by
religion.

So yes, our great common challenge
here in this group, in this gathering, is
to free people from religion, get it out
of our laws, our schools, our health
systems, our government and, I would
add, also our sporting events. I would
really like to see some separation of
church and stadium, if we could work
on that.

What I am proposing finally is in the
tradition of untrammeled freethought:
We might have to also free “god” from
religion.

Thank you.
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A Christian musician’s path to disbelief

Joseph Taylor gave this speech (edited for
print and space) at FFRF’s national con-
vention Oct. 8 in Hartford, Conn.
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By Joseph Taylor

I first got in touch with Dan Barker
after I was browsing through the athe-
ist books at Barnes and Noble. I saw
this book Godless, which is quite a pro-
vocative title. I started reading it right
there in the aisle and saw his involve-
ment in Christian music. It even men-
tioned southern California. I said, “I've
got to get in touch with this guy.” So 1
dashed off an email to him and he was
kind enough to respond.

I teach the history of rock music at
James Madison [University, Harrison-
burg, Va.] We have 306 students every
semester. This is the first time I've ad-
dressed a group that’s made up almost
completely of unbelievers, and I'm
tempted to say you’re all going to hell.
On the other hand it makes me think
of that bumper sticker, “Where are we
going and why are we in this handbas-
ket?” All right, well, let’s detail my own
trip to hell.

I’'m an artist. I'm not a scientist and
I’'m not a philosopher. This is an im-
portant distinction to make, an obvious
one, but I was listening to the speakers
last night, and many of the books that
we all read, we depend on science and
philosophy. We even depend to some
degree on theologians to find out what
the other side, if you want to call it
that, is thinking.

Art on the other hand is a little bit
different. We depend on the raw ma-
terial from science and philosophy
and hopefully bring some interpretive
meaning to it. How does this impact
my world? How am I to think about
this? How can I put this into some kind
of meaningful context? The arts bring
meaning to that.

It’s also meaningful to point out that
laws, but also facts, as critically impor-
tant as both are, are often not enough
to change our hearts. Absolutely essen-
tial, but can they change our hearts? If
you look at the history of the civil rights
movement, we had the desegregation
laws, but it was when at concerts where
black artists were playing and they had
a rope down the middle of the audi-
ence — one side for the blacks, one
side for the whites — and they started
dancing and the rope came down, they
started dancing with each other, which
was absolutely scandalous.

That’s what it takes to change peo-
ple’s hearts. Laws and facts are essen-
tial, but it’s the arts that really appeal
to people’s hearts.

A believing brain

Let me start by referencing Dr.

Shermer’s book, The Believing Brain. 1
always had a sense of God in my life
from my earliest memories. It might
have had something to do with the fact
5 that my mother was an Italian Catholic
3 whose mother was one of 19 children
@ — between 16 and 19, we’re not sure,
because they lost some in childbirth.
The youngest of those, Uncle Fred,
had nine children himself. He was a de-
voutly Catholic, Italian guy in Philadel-
phia who made his family sit through
"one decade of the rosary every night
before dinner. We were threatened, “If
you don’t behave, you’re going to go
to Uncle Fred’s for the weekend.” Holy
shit, anything but that, please.
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I remember a dream that I had
when I couldn’t have been older than
5. I wrote and recorded a song about
this: I was in the Vatican and I was
dead, in a line of dead souls waiting to
ascend a staircase to heaven. The pope
was walking around and he could see
us, but nobody else could, so the pope
knew that we were there but nobody
else did. What vivid imagery.

In first grade, a year later, a nun told
us a story of a statue of the baby Jesus
in the church coming to life and play-
ing with two lonely children. This is the
honest truth. I went to the church after
school that day and knelt down in front
of the altar because we had a statue of
the baby Jesus in our church. I prayed
that the statue would come to life and
play with me. I was 6. Of course, we
know the ending to that story.

I wanted God to be real. I used to
watch “Bernadette of Lourdes,” “Ben-
Hur,” “The Greatest Story Ever Told,”
all these religious movies, and the mu-
sic was so moving. They know how to
do this to appeal to our deepest, most
powerful places. I wished so hard I
could have lived back then. I could
have walked with Jesus, I could have
seen him walk on the water, I could
have seen him rise from the dead, or
not. So from my oldest memories, I
had a believing brain.

Of course we have to adjust at some
point, we have to get over it, because
it just doesn’t happen. In high school
I left the church altogether. God was
not present in my world; that’s just the
way it was.

Three ‘Broken’ records

Shortly after I was invited to be in a
band in high school, my uncle told me

I went forward

at an altar call

and immediately
launched my
mission from God.

about this church in Costa Mesa, Calif.,
Calvary Chapel, that had Christian rock
bands. Maybe I'd like to go and check
them out? I went with him. It was a very
large church that spearheaded much
of the Jesus movement in the late *60s
or early 70s. The young people were
coming in barefoot or with sandals and
jeans and shorts. They sang and were
very much animated and energized by
their faith.

I really wanted God to be real in my
life, and boy, God sure seemed real to
these people in their lives. So there I
was, and I went forward at an altar call
and immediately launched my mission
from God.

The band that I was in [Undercov-
er] started playing Christian music and
writing our own songs. I didn’t grow
up in the Protestant sociology that Dan
came from; I was Catholic. We didn’t
have a lot of the same restraints, but
he’s absolutely right. The church and
Christian rock was an oxymoron in
some of those Protestant evangelical
circles.

No sooner had they started to get
used to someone coming in with long
hair and an acoustic guitar rather than
playing piano or an organ, and here we
came with tattoos and mohawks and
ripped jeans and boots and spikes and
leathers and earrings and whatnot. I
didn’t care what they thought. We were
on a mission from God. We were play-
ing nightclubs and college campuses
and high schools and wanted to com-
municate through the music we knew
what we thought we’d found.

We were approached by Maranatha
Music because we had developed a
little bit of a following. They asked us
to record our first record. Maranatha
was a parachurch organization. It was
the record company owned by Calvary
Chapel, the church that started a lot of
the Jesus movement stuff, and as such
they were famous for their “praise” al-
bums.
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Does anyone have those early praise
albums? So you know what I'm talking
about. It’s very mild, stuff to be played
in church. Then they started a label
called A&S for edgier music. A&S’
claim to fame is Sam Phillips. She’s a
great artist, writes for television shows
and was married to T-Bone Burnett,
who has produced all kinds of movie
music and records.

We built quite a following. There
were a lot of bands that were spinoffs
of what we were doing. We’re talking
about rather extreme music, loud al-
ternative music, punk rock, heavy met-
al. And the churches are going, well,
what are we going to do with this? So
Maranatha Music started yet another
label called Broken Records and hired
me to be a staff producer to mentor
new groups.

I didn’t lose my
faith; my faith died
a thousand deaths.

This is from a promotional post-
card: “Broken Records is an unpro-
voked attack on complacency. Broken
Records is a clear, uncompromised call
to the unsaved, unchurched and cul-
turally disenfranchised within the body
of Christ. Broken Records is radical re-
structuring of relationships between
music and the church, between artists
and audience, between business and
labor. Broken Records is people over
product, vision over vinyl. Broken Re-
cords is surrendered and dependent.”
(Whoo. Love that one.) “Broken Re-
cords is armed and dangerous. Broken
Records is a militant response to the
trickle-down theory of evangelism.”

We released three records on that
label. Our group’s logo was designed
by Rick Griffin, a quintessential San
Francisco artist who did Grateful Dead
record covers, concerts for the Fill-
more, Janice Joplin, Jimi Hendrix. This
highlights our militant approach, “On-
ward, Christian Soldier.”

We did 250 dates a year all over
North America and Europe, giving
altar calls. The lights come down, the
music comes up, you know the scrip-
tures to say. It’s powerful stuff that you
can use to bring people forward.
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Christian branding

Reality often interferes with the
best-laid plans. Lots of us go through
divorce, 52% statistically. Of course, ac-
cording to the Barnard group, atheists
do better than the religious, so we’re
probably less than 52%. So, congratu-
lations.

But there I was then, a mentor sur-
rounded by kids and oh, by the way, I'm
going through a divorce now. It wasn’t
just how do you deal with the divorce
and the scandalous aspect of it, but the
bigger question of why was my faith so
powerless to do anything about teach-
ing me what it was like to be married,
to do anything about building the kind
of character I needed to be a successful
human being in a functioning world?

I had four beautiful kids, so that was
my question, and as a result I wrote this
album, “Branded.”

“Branded” had multiple meanings
for me: Number one, I was branded
in the sense that once you go through
divorce in the Christian church, your
star’s dimmed a little bit. But for me
the imagery of the tattoo [of crosses on
the album cover] was more important.
Yes, I wanted to keep my faith; I was
branding myself a Christian.

So we released this record where I
documented the process of my divorce
and what it was like to deal with the
failure of my faith. I don’t mean to
blame my faith, I assume full respon-
sibility for myself, but really, the faith
I was practicing, the things I believed
in were completely powerless in any
meaningful way in my life. We released
the record, and it was powerful, 25
years ago this year. The record label
did a rerelease. Right now there’s a
list coming out where it’s in the top 50
Christian music records of all time.

In 1987 I bought Broken Records
and changed the name to Brainstorm
Artists. We produced well over 100 re-
cords, won all those awards. We shifted
the focus because it was obvious to me
that evangelicalism didn’t work. I was
still holding on to my faith, but we
shifted from a more militant view to a
more art-based form of Christian mu-
sic.

I held that label for a number of
years and sold it eventually. I was tired
of the hypocrisy. I saw other artists
whose lives were ruined. Alcoholism,
drug addiction, all kinds of messes,
and I don’t mean to say that this is
caused by religion, but I'll tell you what
I do believe, that it’s perpetuated be-
cause they stay in religion and there is
no power there, there just is nothing.
Of course you know this, I'm preach-
ing to the choir, if there ever was such
a concept.

We played scattered concerts, Chi-
cago in 2000 and various others, but
by and large I was becoming unrav-
eled. I stayed in a period of believing
in the fundamentals of Christianity. We
were doing Christian music, playing
the same songs, I could deliver a ser-
mon. I don’t feel like I was hypocritical
because I did believe the things that I
was saying, but the rain falls on the just
and the unjust alike, and I can’t prom-
ise anybody anything. There’s no there
there, so I can’t promise you anything.
All T can say is you need to believe in
Jesus. Now here’s this song, you know.

Date an atheist?

In 2007 I took my job at James Madi-
son University, and in 2008 I knew not
a soul there. So I'm going to have con-
fession here, excuse me. I signed up
for a dating website just to meet peo-
ple. I came into contact with a scientist
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and she was an atheist, the first atheist
I'd met.

She said the first time we talked
that she had Googled me: “I want you
to know that if you’re going to try to
convert me or if you think I'm going to
hell, I'm not going to go out with you.”

It got me to thinking about what I
believed. There’s a book by Rob Bell
[founding pastor of Mars Hill Bible
Church in Grand Rapids, Mich.]. He’s
trying to work his way through the
idea that hell is still a possible coher-
ent idea. It’s simply not, especially if
you want to postulate the existence of
an all-loving God. It’s ridiculous, and I
knew that.

So I constructed my own idea of
what hell must be like, Of course I
couldn’t abandon the idea — there it
is in scripture. But one day I woke up
and said, “I just don’t believe any of it.
It’s all bullshit. I’'ve been making shit
up my whole life.”

Keith Parsons, a wonderful philoso-
pher, had this to say about two scholars
arguing for the existence of hell: “To
refuse to believe in hell is to measure
God’s thoughts by ours.” You’ve all
heard this argument. God’s ways are
higher than our ways, and we don’t
know the mind of God.

Parsons: “Allow me at once to plead
guilty to measuring God’s thoughts by
my own. As I see it. I have no other
choice. If my intellect and my deepest
moral convictions tell me that hell is a
monstrous dogma unworthy of belief
by decent human beings, then I can
think of no greater sin than to accept
such a doctrine. It is a sad but edifying
spectacle to see how intelligent defend-
ers of the indefensible tie themselves
in ethical and conceptual knots.”

I had to wake up and say, “You know
what? That’s exactly what I've done.
I've tied myself in knots trying to ratio-
nalize and justify things that cannot be
rationalized or justified. So I said to the
woman, “Yeah, we can go out.”

But we didn’t. We had a couple of
nice chats and she told me that she
thought I had a responsibility to come
out and to announce this to my Chris-
tian audience. I disagreed. I said, “I
couldn’t possibly care less. It’s been a
number of years since I've been out
of Christian music anyway, and my
phone’s not exactly ringing off the
hook with people who are overly con-
cerned with the well-being of my eter-
nal soul. So 'm just inclined to say
screw the whole thing and let them,
let’s just let the world get on with it-
self.”

Thinking things through

Once I acknowledged to myself that
I was an unbeliever, I began reading
everything I could get my hands on,
all the Dawkins and Hitchens, Den-
nett and Sam Harris. I picked up Dan’s
book Godless and just soaked it all in.
But the problem was this, and I would
submit to you that this is a fundamen-
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tal problem, that I had no context for a
life away from the idea of God.

So many hands went up when I
asked how many of you are lifelong
atheists. You get it. I sat at breakfast
with someone this morning who said
they’re  second-generation atheist.
You're very lucky. Me, Italian Catholic,
two first holy communions for crying
out loud.

How do you think about reality? It
wasn’t enough to offer me facts. It’s
like, all right, how do I construct a
worldview out of this?

Very shortly after, this book came
out: God’s Not Dead (And Neither Are We).
I have a chapter in the book [subtitled
The story of Christian alternative rock’s
pioneers then and now, as told by the art-
ists themselves]. It was an interview done
before I acknowledged that I didn’t be-
lieve any of it. I was asked to help pro-
mote the book on Facebook. I had not
done Facebook, but I said OK. I had no
idea what I was getting into.

Next thing I know I’'ve got hun-
dreds and hundreds of people coming
on board. I'm faced with a crisis. I've
got to be honest with these people, or
not. That was an easy choice to make. I
was not willing to be untruthful about
where I was, what I believed.

My fear was that I wouldn’t have all
the right answers. If someone asked
me a question about the beginning of
the universe, the big bang theory. Re-
member, I'm not a scientist, ’'m not a
philosopher, I'm an artist.

What I didn’t know is that I don’t
need the right answers; all I need is the
right questions. I would submit to you
that that’s one way to approach this. It’s
not all about answers. It’s about ques-
tions, and so the conversation started,
and it started in earnest.

‘Ojo Uncovered’

Down the Line magazine in July of
2010 is where I came out altogether,
in “Ojo Uncovered.” [He was known
as Joey “Ojo” Taylor.] They asked me
directly — we’ve heard on Facebook
what you’re saying about your beliefs.
What are your beliefs? I laid it all out.
What do you think about the Christian
faith? And I laid it all out.

The reactions have been all over the
place. I haven’t had any death threats
yet, although some of my friends have
warned me that I should get protection
sometimes. That seems so extreme, yet
I know there are people that do get
these kind of threats, and I'm wary
about them.

I’ve heard things like, “Oh you’re a
fraud, you never were a believer, you
never were sincere to begin with, you
were probably just in Christian music
for the money.” But there’s more inter-
est in what I'm doing now than there
was when I was Christian musician.
Tons of questions.

What I hear more than anything is
how tragic it is. I see blog posts titled
“Ojo Taylor, one of our heroes, has
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Stay free, that’s my
message to myself.

fallen.” How saddened they are by it.
“He’s lost his faith.”

No, I didn’t lose my faith; my faith
died a thousand deaths. From the
minute I walked down the altar, things
didn’t make sense and it has died a
thousand deaths over the years. I had
no context for what it was like to live
outside of that. I do now.

Many of you maybe are not involved
actively with a lot of ultra-religious
people, but I am regularly. Every single
day, dozens of posts come to my blog,
to my Facebook page.

Some are very kind and ask ques-
tions sincerely, intellectually curious,
others not so much. I would submit
that you have about as much chance of
changing someone’s religion with de-
bate and confrontation and argument
as you do changing their political af-
filiation. Anyone have parents that sit
in front of Fox News all day long? You
know what I’'m talking about. Maybe
your parents sit in front of MSNBC and
you roll your eyes, too, I don’t mean
that to be a partisan statement, but
we cannot change people’s minds just
by argument. We’ve all got our argu-
ments.

Life without faith

I've learned that people need a
context for seeing a life without God.
I think this is where the arts become
critically important: The T-shirt that
says “This is what an atheist looks like.”
The billboards that are going up all
over the country, “Good without god.”
The billboards that Freedom From
Religion Foundation are doing that
many of you have submitted that, “Yes,
I’'m an atheist, here’s what I look like. I
have a family, I have a job, responsible,
taxpaying citizen. I don’t eat babies, I
don’t have satanic sex orgies.”

It’s very difficult for anyone to aban-
don their faith without an idea of life
without it. We can’t just argue, we can’t
just throw facts around, we need more
than that, as critically important as
that is. In this way the arts can be ex-
tremely effective. We appeal to feelings
and emotions, that’s true. It’s not al-
ways necessarily bad. If I pay $75 to go
see someone in a concert and I'm not
moved, I'm pissed off. I kind of want
my money back. I want you to take me
on a journey.

We depend on metaphor, irony, par-
adox, all these things, asking questions.
Stay free, that’s my message to myself.
I'm not interested in replacing one
fundamentalism with another. Maybe
some of you will disagree with what I
have to say and maybe I’ll disagree with
you. That’s the beauty about this. We
don’t have any kind of doctrinal purity
to subscribe to.

I hear this all the time: “Atheism is
nothing but a religion.” Well, atheism
is a religion like the “off” switch on a
television is a channel. I don’t have a
purity doctrine because there isn’t one.
I don’t believe, and neither do you,
OK? Some of us are Republicans and
some of us are Democrats and some of
us are libertarians and independents
and whatever else.

When I wrote the article in Down
the Line, I was inclined to let the re-
ligious be. Coexist, what a wonderful
world that would be, we all just coexist.
You don’t put your religion on me and
I won’t put my disbelief on you, but it
just doesn’t work that way, does it?

Continued on next page
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The other day I posted about com-
ing here and boy, the vitriol from the
Christians about the Freedom From
Religion Foundation. One guy had
done some Googling and found this
article by Dennis Prager about an
FFRF lawsuit against a nativity scene in
front of a government building. Prag-
er got his knickers in a twist and said
the people at FFRF don’t know beauty.
“They’re atheists, and atheists don’t
know beauty.” That was my friend post-
ing on my Facebook wall.

I asked what in the world was he talk-
ing about? He said the nativity scene is
beautiful, what don’t you get?

I said look, take away the fuzzy sheep
and the donkeys, you ass, and what
are you left with? The cute baby Jesus.
What’s beautiful about a god who is so
offended by us acting the way he made
us act — so offended that he needs hu-
man blood sacrifice of his son to mol-
lify him? That’s beautiful?

One day I woke
up and said, ‘I just
don’t believe any
of it.’

Yes, the mythology might be strong,
but, I'm sorry, it’s just not a beautiful
statement to me at all. This is why re-
ligion is rarely harmless and why we
need groups like the Freedom From
Religion Foundation. It’s important
for us to support them and advocate
on their behalf and get involved.

Love is the umbrella over all of hu-
manity. Love is what unites us; to me
that’s the pinnacle of the human ex-
perience. Religion would have it the
other way around: doctrine is most im-
portant, and their version of doctrine
is more important than anything.

So we must aggressively — again,
I'm speaking to myself — counter
any attempt by religion to co-opt or
assimilate our own love or any of the
other human experiences, the fullness
of the human experience — because
it doesn’t belong in the realm of reli-
gion. It’s the big umbrella under which
religion unfortunately resides.

To quote the Beatles, “In the end
the love you take is equal to the love
you make.” For me it’s about music,
freethought and “lovism,” that’s what it
says on my blog.

Love, the highest calling that we
have. For me, that is most deeply ex-
pressed in music. Thank you very
much for listening today.

Joseph Taylor teaches the history of rock,
artist managemenlt, songwriting, market-
ing of recorded music and entrepreneurship
in the music industry at James Madison
University in Harrisonburg, Va. He blogs
at  ojotaylor.wordpress.com/tag/agnosti-
cism/.

What Is a
Freethinker?

free-think-er n.
A person who

forms opinions

about religion
on the basis of reason,
independently of
tradition, authority, or
established belief.
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Clergy Project: “The truth set me free’

&,

Josh Everett and his wife, Raysa, a native of Brazil.

This article appeared June 10 in the La
Crosse Tribune as part of an ongoing series
by Wisconsin freethinkers. It’s reprinted
with permission of the author.

By Joshua Everett

Iam an ordained, fundamentalist
evangelical Christian minister, and an
atheist. It might seem counterintuitive
to read such a sentence, but a surpris-
ing number of ministers are rejecting
religious belief. None of us became
ministers expecting to leave religion
behind; we were authentic, strong, sin-
cere, faithful clergy and practitioners
of our faiths.

Changing our minds about religion
does not make us inherently bad or im-
moral people, uncharitable, dishonest,
hostile, lacking in knowledge or com-
mon sense, deviants or any of the oth-
er epithets frequently used to malign
nonbelievers.

The Clergy Project (TCP) is an or-
ganization that provides a support
community for nonbelieving (atheist
and agnostic) clergy and former clergy
from all religions and denominations
around the world. The organization,
started in March 2011, currently has
more than 300 members and receives
over 40 applications each month.
Members go through an extensive
screening process to ensure that pro-
spective members are actually nonbe-
lievers and are clergy or former clergy.

Members are classified as either “ac-
tive” (active clergy) or “alumni” (for-
mer clergy). The organization is not
meant to proselytize or change the
beliefs of active clergy, but to provide
them with a support group as they at-
tempt to trade their religious careers
for secular careers.

Many of us accumulate a great deal
of debt attempting to retrain ourselves.
Many work in minimum-wage jobs the
rest of their lives. A great number lose
their jobs and families. Some lose ev-
erything and are homeless now.

Do we complain? No, I've never
heard a single complaint from any
member of TCP. In fact, most of us
accept the consequences of our mis-
guided religiosity without bitterness.

We are content to have broken free in
some manner or other.

The idea of active clergy who no lon-
ger have religious beliefs might strike
you as dishonest. However, one must
consider all of the difficulties of their
situations before passing judgment,
as well as remember that such major
changes in life are the result of lengthy
processes rather than snap decisions.
Leaving one’s religion can result in
varying degrees of consequences for
even nonclergy, but the consequences
are much greater for clergy. Most have
families to support, so their principal
concern is finding employment.

Another important concern is the
loss of spouses, friends and family who
might react negatively or hostilely to
such drastic changes in religious be-
lief. Fear of losing my friends and fam-
ily and of possible hostile reactions in
the community were major concerns
for me. Indeed, when discussing my
background, I am frequently attacked
and prejudged by believers who seem
to consider my change of mind to be
an attack on their religious identity.

Starting from scratch

Clergy Project members are ex-
tremely concerned with maintaining
their integrity and being honest with
their families and congregations. They
also feel responsible for trying to main-
tain the unity of their families and pro-
viding for their needs. Furthermore,
most clergy have seminary degrees that
do not apply to secular careers. Thus,
career changes often entail starting
over completely with their education,
job training and professional skills.

Few days go by that we are not de-
pressed at least to some extent due to
our previous lives. Certainly we were
all sincere in our desire to help people
above all, and many of us, myself in-
cluded, never participated in preach-
ing intolerance or hate. I cannot with
good conscience say that my inten-
tions justify my misguided proselytiz-
ing and preaching. These are regrets
we all bear, along with the regret of so
many wasted years of our own short
lives. The conflictive responsibilities
of maintaining one’s integrity and pro-
viding for one’s family, combined with

We reject religion
for intellectual
rather than
emotional reasons.

the stress of changing one’s worldview
and beliefs, can lead to a great deal of
emotional turmoil.

TCP offers a support network that
can provide encouragement, strength,
and experienced counsel to active
clergy going through such traumatic
processes. I became involved in the
project in the fall of 2011 as an alum-
nus (several years after I left my career
as a minister) in order to help active
members make the transition more
smoothly.

Members of my family have been
evangelical Christian ministers for
many generations, which is a legacy I
was all too happy to share. I served as a
minister in various volunteer and staff
positions for several years before and
after my ordination, including signifi-
cant amounts of mission work in Cen-
tral America. Throughout the major-
ity of these years, I never questioned
my beliefs whatsoever. In fact, I loved
church the whole time I was involved,
and always remember my experiences
fondly.

My decision was not about the
comfort and community offered by
religion; I simply chose to follow the
facts wherever they would lead me. I
was encouraged in this task by several
verses from the bible which encour-
age searching for the truth (John
8:32, Ephesians 4:25, 1 Thessalonians
5:21). We must acknowledge the cour-
age that these clergy demonstrate by
willingly following their commitment
to the truth despite the probability of
personal loss.

Whenever I discuss my background,
the most common question everyone
has is, “What caused you to change
your mind about religion?” Like most
clergy involved in TCP, I did not be-
come a nonbeliever due to personal
tragedy, horrible experiences with re-
ligion, ignorance of scriptures or doc-
trine, or a desire to be free of religious
restrictions. An overwhelming number
of clergy reject religion as a result of
many years of serious religious study.
We reject religion for intellectual rath-
er than emotional reasons.

The passion for ethics and truth
that lead us into our occupations as
clergy also lead us out of religion.
When I became a minister, I commit-
ted to the truth wherever that might
lead. Through my religious studies, I
came to know the truth, and the truth
set me free.

Though originally from Texas and
Louisiana, I now teach Spanish, serve
as the technology guru and direct the
tutoring program for the language de-
partment at a university in Wisconsin.
Outside of work, I enjoy Web design
and programming, as well as blogging
about atheist issues in English, Spanish
and Portuguese. I like to think that the
language skills I learned for mission
work are put to better use now.

Joshua Everett is a member of the La
Crosse Area Freethought Sociely and the
Clergy Project, co-founded by FFRF’s Dan
Barker.
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Town ditches prayer
before judge’s order

Vermont Superior Court Judge Mar-
tin Maley ruled June 2 that the town
of Franklin may not start its annual
town meeting with prayer. Town resi-
dent Marilyn Hackett sued to block the
prayer in March. The town decided
not to have a prayer before the judge
had ruled.

“The hardship on the Town is small
— it can no longer include a prayer in
town meeting — while the hardship
on Plaintiff if the Court fails to grant
the injunction is great — continued
violation of her constitutional rights,”
Maley wrote in issuing a permanent in-
junction.

Hackett teaches in Richford, where
she said she is harassed by teens daily,
reported the Burlington Free Press.
“They say ‘I love Jesus. God bless you,
Miss Hackett. God save you, Miss Hack-
ett.” The only thing I can hope for is
that years from now they’ll remember
that there was an adult who stood up
for her point of view.”

VTDigger.org quoted Hackett: “Ev-
ery year they gaveled the meeting to
order and anyone who didn’t want to
listen to the prayer could step outside.
My response to that has been: ‘I'm not
the one breaking the law of the land.
I'm not the one who should be asked
to leave.” ”

N.D. freethinkers win

Commandments ruling

The 8th Circuit U.S. Appeals on May
25 reversed a lower court decision by
a federal judge dismissing a lawsuit by
opponents of a Ten Commandments
monument on city property in Fargo,
N.D. The appeals panel ruled 2-1 that
the Red River Freethinkers lawsuit
should be allowed to proceed.

The freethinkers group alleged a
constitutional violation because the
city gave the monument a religious
purpose in voting three years ago to
keep it.

Appeals court: Town
prayers too Christian

The 2nd Circuit U.S. Court of Ap-
peals ruled May 17 in Galloway v. Town
of Greece that Greece, a suburb of Roch-
ester, N.Y,, didn’t make a good-faith
effort in seeking non-Christians to par-
ticipate in town meeting invocations.

The Associated Press reported the
town violated the constitutional ban
against favoring one religion over an-
other by opening nearly every meeting
over an ll-year span with prayers that
stressed Christianity. The appeals court
overruled a lower court’s judgment
against two female plaintiffs. The lower
court decided other faiths weren’t in-
tentionally excluded.

“The town’s process for selecting
prayer-givers virtually ensured a Chris-
tian viewpoint,” ruled the three-judge
appeals panel.

The town and the Alliance Defense
Fund both announced they would ap-
peal. Linda Stephens, a member of
FFREF, is principal plaintiff.

Baltimore abortion
rights take hit

A Baltimore ordinance requiring a

Christian “pregnancy center” to post
notices it offers only “limited services”
that exclude abortion referrals and
birth control violates its free speech
rights, a federal appeals court in Rich-
mond, Va., ruled 2-1.

Plaintiffs included the Pregnancy
Center, which has two locations that
promote abstinence and bible studies
with prenatal classes.

Judge Robert King dissented, call-
ing the decision “indefensible” and
adding “these proceedings have thus
followed a course more fitting a kan-
garoo court than a court of the United
States,” reported Bloomberg News.

King cited evidence that the centers
engage in “deceptive practices” that
create health risks for women.

High court denies free
exercise certiorari

The U.S. Supreme Court on June 29
denied certiorari in other cases involv-
ing challenges to the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Health Care Act,
reported Religion Clause. The petition
in one of the cases, Seven-Sky v. Holder,
had raised a free exercise challenge to
the ACA.

The D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals
held that the appellants had “failed to
allege facts showing that the mandate
will substantially burden their religious
exercise.”

‘In Jesus’ name’ ruled
out in Charlotte

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg [N.C.]
Police Department has asked its chap-
lains to make prayers nonsectarian, the
Charlotte Observer reported June 21.

“This is not in any way an effort to
demean anybody’s Christian beliefs,”
said Maj. John Diggs. “It’s to show re-
spect for all the religious practices in
our organization. CMPD is not any-
body’s church.”

If a chaplain is uncomfortable with
nonsectarian prayer at an event, Diggs
said a replacement will be found. The
department has about 2,000 employ-
ees.

Churches can use
New York schools

New York can’t refuse to allow reli-
gious groups to use city public schools
for worship services, U.S. District
Judge Loretta Preska ruled June 29 in
a lawsuit brought by Bronx Household
of Faith.

The dispute dates to 1995, when the
Bronx Household of Faith sued the city
for allegedly violating the U.S. Consti-
tution’s First Amendment by denying it
use of a school while giving other com-
munity groups access to campuses for
their activities.

The U.S. Court of Appeals in Man-
hattan sent the case back in February
to Preska, who had temporarily al-
lowed the church to keep meeting at
the public school. Bloomberg News
reported Preska made that permission
permanent, saying the regulation that
allows community groups to use pub-
lic schools for activities outside normal
school hours, while banning their use
for religious services, violates the First
Amendment.

“We strongly disagree with the dis-
trict court’s view of the facts, including
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its finding that the high rents in New
York City require the government to
provide religious organizations gov-
ernment-subsidized space for purposes
of worship,” said Jonathan Pines, dep-
uty chief of the general litigation divi-
sion of New York’s law department, in a
statement. He said the city will appeal.

Ellwood City looks
at holiday lottery

The Borough Council in Ellwood
City, Pa., where FFRF has repeatedly
challenged a nativity scene in front of
the Municipal Building, voted 4-3 June
18 to further consider an ordinance
that would institute a lottery system to
determine the content of holiday dis-
plays.

The Beaver County Times reported
that any borough resident or taxpayer
could submit a permit application.
If no resident applied, it would be
opened up to outsiders.

With multiple applicants, the bor-
ough would hold a lottery to pick one
applicant, who would get to choose the
display.

Marisa Bunney, who chaired a study
committee, opposes a lottery. “My fear
is that somebody is going to be picked
in the lottery and not put up the nativ-
ity.”

North Dakotans not
so worried about
religious freedom

A so-called religious freedom
amendment on the North Dakota bal-
lot that stated “Government may not
burden a person’s or religious organi-
zation’s religious liberty” was defeated
June 12. Results were 107,680 (64%)
NO and 60,465 (36%) YES.

Bishop Samuel Aquila of the Catho-
lic Diocese of Fargo was on the spon-
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WHAT HAPPENED To My
REGULAR PHARMACIST;

soring committee.
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rights were being trampled,” said Tom §
Fiebiger, chairman of North Dako- g
tans Against Measure 3. “The average 9
North Dakotan has the same religious 5
liberties they have always had and will @
continue to have.”
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Missourians to vote
on prayer Aug. 7

‘pansasal siybu ||y

Missouri voters will decide Aug. 7
on a constitutional amendment guar-
anteeing the right to pray in public
places. The amendment reaffirms that
students can pray privately in pub-
lic school, but it would not allow the
schools to hold class prayers, Reuters
reported. The U.S. Supreme Court
ruled in 1962 that school-initiated
prayer amounted to establishing reli-
gion in public schools in violation of
the Constitution.

The amendment also says students
could not “be compelled to perform
or participate in any education assign-
ments or presentations” that violate
their religious beliefs.

The prayer amendment passed 126-
30 in the Missouri House and 34-0 in
the Senate.

Anti-gay churches
pass plate in Maine

As many as 200 Maine churches
passed the collection plate on Father’s
Day to fight a November ballot initia-
tive legalizing same-sex marriage.

Protect Marriage Maine has been in
contact with about 800 churches across
the state. Denominations include
Catholic, Methodist, Baptist, Pentecos-
tal, Nazarene, Church of God, Wesley-
an, Evangelical Free, Advent Christian

Marquee Madness

Champaign appetite

and others.

"~ GOOD SHEPHERD |
UTHERAN CHURCH

www.gslc-cu.org

“This is true,” opines Jay Hurt, who saw this Illinois marquee. “I have seen

them preach on their TV shows.”
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FFRF fights state/church entanglements

‘You can’t separate
‘church and Chuck’

FFRF received eight complaints
about graduation ceremonies in Hous-
ton County, Ga., including Christian
worship music, prayers by speakers
(often school officials) and a speech
by the superintendent that was “more
of a sermon,” according to one local
complainant.

Staff Attorney Andrew Seidel sent a
letter of complaint June 4 that generat-
ed lots of media attention and embold-
ened more complainants. Seidel had
enough material for a second com-
plaint letter by June 5. FFRF received a
terse response from the school’s attor-
ney stating that the district “intends to
follow the law in these matters.”

Seidel is currently working on a
third letter to bring the district’s at-
tention to at least four and possibly 10
other specific constitutional violations
in Houston County schools.

The city of Warner-Robins, also
in Houston County, has also drawn
FFRF’s attention. Mayor Charles Sha-
heen placed an ad in the Macon
Telegraph on March 20, claiming, “A
humble heart knows that if it were not
for the grace of GOD we would have
no pride for ourselves or our nation.
Humbleness brings us to our knees
with thankful hearts, loving spirits and
prayers of praise.” He went on to quote
the King James Bible.

Seidel pointed out “promotion of
Christianity by you, the mayor of War-
ner Robins, using your official title
and Warner Robins’ letterhead, gives
the impression that the mayor and city
government support and endorse par-
ticular religious views.”

Seidel also pointed out that the 50
million nonbelievers in this country
“have great pride in our nation, not
because of some god’s grace, but be-
cause, by our reason, we recognize the
monumental triumph of America. Our
founders spilled their blood, spent
their treasure, and used their reason to
draft a godless, entirely secular Consti-
tution. Our freedoms and our country
exist because ‘We the People’ made it
so and founded our nation. Attribut-
ing their monumental sacrifice to god
denigrates that sacrifice and cheapens
their triumph.”

Shaheen has not officially respond-
ed but did tell the press that “You can
separate church and state, but you
can’t separate church and Chuck.”

Governor’s prayer
praise draws FFRF

protest

FFRF Co-President Dan Barker pro-
tested Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant’s
June 5 declaration about the impor-
tance of public school prayer.

Bryant addressed over 300 high
school students at American Legion
Boys State. The Associated Press re-
ported that he said he doesn’t think
prayer “hurt us at all.” He added that
school prayer “built our character” and
“it is what we should continue to do.”

A day after the event, Bryant was
at it again. He told reporters that the
school day should begin with a prayer,
“to let people know there is a God” and
that “those children should know that
he does care about them, particularly

within their classroom.”

FFRF takes issue with Bryant’s bla-
tant disregard for the Constitution and
abuse of his position as a governor.
“Children may pray individually ac-
cording to their own desires, when and
if they wish, throughout the school day,
so long as it is not disruptive,” Barker
wrote Bryant on June 7. “This type of
personal conduct simply bears no rela-
tionship to government-fostered, pro-
moted or endorsed prayers which our
courts have ruled impermissible.”

In October 2011, Barker and FFRF
Co-President Annie Laurie Gaylor sent
a memorandum to 151 Mississippi su-
perintendents calling for an end to il-
legal school-sponsored prayer. FFRF’s
memo has since stopped unlawful
prayer in several Mississippi schools.

Tulsa council prayer
exclusively Christian

FFRF, with the help of its Tulsa,
OKla., chapter, is challenging prayer at
the Tulsa City Council meetings.

In a June 22 complaint letter, Staff
Attorney Andrew Seidel wrote, “Since
October 2009, Christian clergy have
delivered every one of the 62 prayers.
Forty-two of the prayers were given ‘in
Jesus’ name’ or some variant thereof.
Ten others did not explicitly mention
Jesus but were clearly Christian.”

Seidel noted that “there was no
prayer during the Constitutional Con-
vention. Surely, if the founders did not
need prayer to write the document
that founded our nation, the council
can successfully conduct its business
without prayer as well.”

Bigoted Carolina pastor
politicks from pulpit

Staff Attorney Andrew Seidel wrote
May 23 to the Internal Revenue Service
about Rev. Charles Worley’s sermon
May 13 at Providence Road Baptist
Church in Maiden, N.C. In an online
video, Worley railed against President
Obama’s stance on gay marriage and
asked the congregation “Who you gon-
na vote for?”

From the sermon: “I figured a way
out, a way to get rid of all the lesbians
and queers, but I couldn’t get it past
the Congress. Build a great, big, large
fence — 150 or a hundred mile long
— put all the lesbians in there. Fly
over and drop some food. Do the same
thing with the queers and the homo-
sexuals and have that fence electrified
so they can’t get out. Feed ’em. And
you know, in a few years, they’ll die out.
You know why? They can’t reproduce!

“I tell you right now, somebody
said, ‘Who you gonna vote for?’ I ain’t
gonna vote for a baby killer and a ho-
mosexual lover! [Cheers and shouts of
amen.] You say, ‘Did you mean to say
that?” You better believe I did! God
have mercy, it makes me pukin’ sick.”

Along with the bigotry and hate, Se-
idel noted, Worleyviolated the church’s
tax-exemption privilege by urging con-
gregants to vote against Obama in the
upcoming election. “There can be no
doubt that he intentionally took this
political stance from the pulpit: Pastor
Worley asks himself, ‘Did you mean to
say that?’ and answers, ‘You better be-
lieve I did!” ”
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Staff Attorney formally complained May 22 to Sheriff Anthony Choate in
Jamestown, Tenn., about this unconstitutional display after being alerted by a

local complainant.

FFRF asked for an immediate in-
vestigation into what extent Worley
violated IRS regulations. The IRS Ex-
emption Organizations Office replied
June 4 with a form letter that “the in-
formation you submitted will be con-
sidered...”

In a June 21 story headlined “As
churches get political, IRS stays quiet,”
Reuters noted the increasing trend of
pastors politicking from the pulpit.

“It will get worse unless the IRS
takes action, and they seem reluctant,”
said Nicholas Cafardi, dean emeritus
and professor of law at Duquesne Uni-
versity and the longtime lawyer for the
Pittsburgh Catholic Diocese. He called
the current state of affairs “toxic,” and
said many religious leaders don’t like
political involvement by churches and
worry it will undercut their moral au-
thority.

FFRF contests prayer
luncheon sponsorship

Mayor Michael Coleman of Colum-
bus, Ohio, hosted the city’s Interfaith
Prayer Luncheon June 12 despite be-
ing asked not to by FFRF Senior Staff
Attorney Rebecca Markert in a com-
plaint letter. The luncheon was held
at the Aladdin Shrine Center and was
coordinated by the city’s Community
Relations Commission,

“Your participation in this event and
the city’s apparent coordination of the
event poses serious constitutional sepa-
ration of church and state concerns,”
Markert wrote. “It is grossly illegal and
inappropriate for the city to be host-
ing, organizing, supporting or other-
wise promoting a patently religious
event.”

FFRF’s Columbus members saw the
event being promoted on the city’s
website and asked the Foundation to
investigate.

The Columbus Dispatch reported
about 600 people appaluded and
cheered at the luncheon as Coleman
said, “First, I believe in the almighty
God our father. Second, I believe that
we should be doing God’s work here
on Earth, and I believe in thanking
God for bestowing our city with his
blessings.”

Georgia pastor wants

prayer in schools

FFRF Staff Attorney Andrew Seidel
wrote Mayor Teresa Tomlinson of Co-
lumbus, Ga., on May 24 to ward off
City Council support for Pastor Paul
Voorhees’ plan to put a referendum on
the state ballot to put prayer in public
schools.

Voorhees has made public state-
ments that “our jails are safer than our
schools” because “in our jails we have
bible study, we have prayers and we
have church.”

Voorhees, in a video posted on You-
Tube, also said, “There is [sic] some
rulings that [school prayer] is uncon-
stitutional, but when that was done it
was all white justices. Now that we have
some color, that would never pass, I
promise you. In my unscientific poll,
80% of the whites say they want prayer
and bible study in our schools. People
of color, not one has said that they did
not. Isn’t that something? You see, peo-
ple of color had to turn to Jesus Christ
because they were oppressed. Now
that they have justices in the Supreme
Court, let’s hear what they have to say
about Jesus Christ.”

Seidel noted that Voorhees claims
to have the support of “50,000 bible-
thumpers for his unconstitutional
proposal, but he is offending a signifi-
cantly larger population by implying
that the nonreligious are criminals.
The American Religious Identifica-
tion Survey shows that that there are
over 650,000 ‘nonreligious’ Georgians
and over 950,000 non-Christian Geor-
gians.”

“We hope that this council will not
misdirect precious time and resources
in a foolish and divisive attack upon
our Constitution,” Seidel concluded.

How are we to explain the fact that
people who regularly received the
Lord’s body and confessed their
sins in the sacrament of Penance
have offended in this way?

It remains a mystery.
Pope Benedict, talking about pe-
dophile priests in a video message
to 75,000 Catholics at a Mass in
Dublin, Ireland
news24.com, 6-18-12
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Newdow ready to assist potential plaintiffs

Michael Newdow, the Sacramento,
Calif., attorney who had a shortlived
federal appellate court victory in 2002
overturning the 1954 intrusion of
“under God” into the Pledge of Alle-
giance, has indicated that he is avail-
able to represent parents who wish to
end this violation of the mandate for
governmental religious neutrality. Spe-
cifically, he is willing to represent any
such parents free of charge.

“We will maintain the anonymity of
the families involved in order to mini-
mize the chance of any adverse reper-
cussions,” he said, noting that courts
virtually always allow plaintiffs in law-
suits such as this to use pseudonyms. In
fact, in the 2007 lawsuit from the 1st
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals that con-
cluded (unsuccessfully) at the end of
2010, the names of the plaintiffs have
never been disclosed.

Newdow notes that only persons in
circuits that have not yet ruled on the
constitutionality of the pledge will be
able to bring such a challenge. As a
result, only families whose children re-
cite the pledge in the 3rd Circuit (New
Jersey and Pennsylvania), 6th Circuit
(Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky Tennes-
see), 8th Circuit (North and South
Dakota, Minnesota, Nebraska, Iowa,

Michael Newdow

Missouri, Arkansas), 10th Circuit (Wy-
oming, Utah, Colorado, Kansas, New
Mexico, Oklahoma), 11th Circuit (Ala-
bama, Georgia, Florida) and Washing-
ton, D.C,, are eligible.

Newdow would like to file in each of
these circuits later this year.

There are basically only two require-
ments: The parents or parent must
have final decision-making power
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In response to FFRF’s complaint about a Christian war memorial in
Woonsocket, R.I., a crankmailer sent this dollar with In God We Trust cut out,

saving us the trouble.

regarding the child’s education (ide-
ally, if only one parent chooses to be
involved, the other will be supportive);
the children are enrolled in a public
school and their teachers lead pledge
recitations.

More information, including con-
tact information, is available to restor-

ethepledge.com.
Seeking N.Y. plaintiffs

Newdow is also challenging “In God
We Trust” on U.S. coins and currency
in a new lawsuit. “Those parents who
feel their children are at risk of being

Pie in the sky? It’'s a lie

By Barbara G. Walker

Nowadays, the more liberal sort

of Christians and Jews tend to look tol-
erantly upon biblical improbabilities
as mythological fables drawn from the
nursery age of humankind, or even as
obscure allegories. The original writ-
ers, however, had no such ideas. They
obviously intended all their words to
be taken as literal truth, directly pro-
vided by God, who couldn’t lie.

Believers tend to disparage the con-
firmed existence of the same fables
in other, older, heathen mythologies
that the biblical writers plagiarized.
Scholars know that the Old Testament
patriarchs were mythical figures, with
counterparts in Egypt, Babylon, Sum-
er, Greece and India, and that the an-
cient Middle East had literally dozens
of god-begotten, virgin-born, dying-
and-resurrecting messiahs and saviors.

Traditional believers try to keep this
information suppressed. They would
like to maintain that all the other gods
were mistakes, and only Yahweh still
lives — somewhere, if not in the sky
anymore.

A surprising number of Christians
still insist on the literal truth of bibli-
cal fables, even today when science has
made it abundantly clear that there
is no heaven in the sky, nor any hell
underground, that the universe was
not created 6,000 years ago, that there
could never have been an Edenic gar-
den or a Noah’s ark or a flat Earth, as
the bible claims.

Green plants could not exist before
the sun, nor could days and nights con-
sisting of mornings and evenings and
so on through hundreds of God’s egre-
giously unscientific statements. My-

thology taken as literal, historical truth
is neither a fairy tale nor an allegory;
itis a lie. Almost the entire content of
the Judeo-Christian bible is a tissue of
lies.

Why are these products of primitive
ignorance still being maintained, in a
civilization with knowledge that easily
disproves them? The answer has always
been clear: for money. Rich, powerful
institutions like churches have an insa-
tiable desire for ever more of their tax-
free money, and disproof of biblical
lies may threaten their endless income.

Thus, churches have been tradition-
ally hostile to almost every scientific
advance of the past three centuries.
Many continue, against all reason, to
deny rock-solid facts of geology, pale-
ontology, physiology, cosmology and
evolution. To such people, remaining
determinedly unenlightened is the
definition of faith.

From their authorities’ point of
view, that kind of faith is required for
their own continuing influx of money.
Hence, congregations are deliberately
trained to remain aggressively igno-
rant.

Why buy the lies?

What is the product that the faith-
ful buy, with all their tithes, offerings,
donations and widows’ mites? Simply,
hot air.

Early Christians, referring to their
god as the Logos (the Word), spoke
more truly than they knew, because ev-
ery god is made of nothing but words.
Furthermore, most of the words are
lies.

A god like the biblical one, telling
crude, unsophisticated lies, is not re-
ally very credible. Therefore, believers
have come up with many excuses for

God’s shepherds

insist that no one
can dare to judge
him.

him. Putting the fear of God into their
flocks, God’s shepherds insist that no
one can dare to judge him. God’s ways
are inscrutable.

No mere mortal can know the
mind of God; even to presume an in-
kling thereof is a sin. Then they turn
around and claim to know exactly what
God wants (always, more money) and
tell the sheep exactly how God wants
them to behave, along with the shear-
ing. It seems that God’s inscrutability
depends largely on who is doing the
scrutinizing.

Many people deliberately ignore
all questions about the authenticity of
God or his cruder mistakes, fearful of
offending their more pious neighbors,
or of probing too deeply into their own
doubts. They prefer to call themselves
agnostic (by derivation, “no knowl-
edge”) rather than atheist (“no god”).
They may even attend a church for so-
cial reasons, but seek to know little or
nothing of their own sect’s history or
theological tenets.

Sometimes, the modern agnostics
feel that, in the absence of hard evi-
dence, the existence of God can’t be
clearly proved or disproved. There-
fore, they withhold judgment. This is
not as rational as it sounds. Lack of
evidence is proof of nothing. One can-
not disprove the existence of vampires,
ghosts, elves, dragons, fairies, demons
or the Flying Spaghetti Monster, but
that’s no reason to believe in them.

influenced by these ubiquitous state-
ments, and/or who wish to end the
potential for such influence, are en-
couraged to notify me to discuss their
potential participation in the case. I
will seek an order requesting that the
case proceed anonymously for any fam-
ily that chooses to become involved.”

The case is being filed in U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Southern District of
New York. Thus, any parents with chil-
dren located in New York City would
be ideal. Others in New York, Connect-
icut or Vermont can participate as well.

Email Newdow at FirstAmendmist@
gmail.com.

Gods are just as imaginary as any
other allegedly supernatural being,
and the burden of proof of their ex-
istence rests on the believer. To claim
anything as a truth, when it is support-
ed only by lies, is the very negation of
logic.

Is it necessary, as is often claimed,
to believe biblical lies in order to be a
good person? Well, hardly. It has been
demonstrated over and over that non-
believers are usually generous, kind
people, and the criminal population
contains a greater percentage of be-
lievers.

Perhaps the defining virtue of non-
believers may be honesty. They don’t
like lies. They don’t want to be told
lies. And they don’t tell lies, which may
make them somewhat more admirable
than the traditional God.

Barbara G. Walker is author of the mon-
umental feminist/freethought sourcebook
The Woman’s Encyclopedia of Myths and
Secrets (1983). Her 20 other books, pub-
lished by Harper & Row, include The Skep-
tical Feminist. An atheist, she has also spe-
cialized in debunking New Age assertions.

Order Walker’s new book (many chap-
ters of which were originally published in
Freethought Today), Man Made God (Stell-
er Press), $24 ppd., from FFRE Box 750,
Madison, WI, 53701, or at ffrf.org/shop/.
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Black Collar Crime Blotter

Compiled by Bill Dunn
Arrested / Charged

Lawrence W. Roy, 47, Martins-
ville, NC: Suspicion of grand larceny.
Roy, pastor at New Life Ministries
International, is sought in connection
with a robbery at the Bank of America
in Danville. Roy was pastor of God'’s
Holy Church in Christ from 2006-10,
which was foreclosed on after a 2010
fire. Source: Martinsville Bulletin,
6-24-12

Charles Gilford, 58, and Adriane
Gilford, 53, Houston: Aggregate
theft and “misapplication of fiduciary
property.” The Gilfords, husband and
wife, are pastor and first lady, respec-
tively, at Bethel Institutional Mission-
ary Baptist Church.

They’re charged with misappro-
priating at least $430,000 in church
funds to gamble at the Coushatta Ca-
sino near Lake Charles, LA, in 2004-
07. Source: KHOU, 6-22-12

Abraham Rubin, 48, and broth-
ers Joseph, Jacob and Hertzka
Berger, all of Brooklyn, NY: Coer-
cion, 4 counts of bribing a witness,
2 counts of tampering with a witness
(Rubin); aggravated harassment (Jo-
seph Berger); coercion (Jacob and
Hertzka Berger).

The men were indicted for alleg-
edly pressuring a girl to stop cooper-
ating with law enforcement over sex-
ual molestation allegations against
ultra-Orthodox Rabbi Nechemya We-
berman last year. Weberman’s trial
on charges of molesting the girl from
2007-10 during counseling sessions,
starting when she was 12, was set to
start in June but has been delayed.
Source: The Brooklyn Paper, 6-22-12

Chuck Hager, 47, Stony Point,
NC: 7 counts of insurance fraud and 6
counts of obtaining property by false
pretenses. Hager, pastor of New Be-
ginnings Christian Fellowship, is ac-
cused of “submitting a fraudulently
signed disability claim form in support
of a disability claim when in fact his
employer did not sign the disability
claim form and the defendant was not
on disability leave.”

Hager also worked at May’s
Meats in Taylorsville. AFLAC insur-
ance company contacted the state
Department of Insurance to allege he
filed a fraudulent claim while continu-
ing to work full time. AFLAC alleges
he got $23,000 in payments. Source:
Hickory Daily Record, 6-21-12

Thomas P. Shoback, 66, Wilkes-
Barre, PA: 32 counts of child sex
abuse, including involuntary deviate
sexual intercourse, attempted invol-
untary deviate sexual intercourse,
indecent assault, endangering the
welfare of children and corruption of
minors. Police said the alleged as-
saults occurred between 1991-97
at the rectory of St. Mary’s Parish in
Blossburg, where Shoback was pas-
tor, and at a nearby cabin.

The Diocese of Scranton has
suspended him from priestly duties.
His brother, Edward Shoback, also
a longtime priest in the diocese, was
defrocked in 2009 for similar child sex
allegations. Source: Citizens’ Voice,
6-18-12

Brian G. Shriner, 46, Winter
Park, FL: Solicitation of a minor.
Shriner, an Episcopalian priest and
teacher at Geneva Christian School,
is accused of emailing a person he
thought was a minor in order to set up
a sexual encounter. The “child” was
actually a deputy sheriff.

Shriner has 2 minor children.
Source: Orlando Sentinel, 6-16-12

Roman lIsaac Harkins, 25, Ea-
sley, SC: 2nd-degree criminal sex-
ual conduct with a minor. Harkins is
charged with molesting his female
piano student at New Life Baptist
Church 2 years ago when she was
13. Pastor Ronnie Powell said Har-
kins played piano for the church and
sang with his family. His father is mu-
sic minister.

“Satan’s alive and well. He’s trying
to do everything he can to attack and
tear down the church,” Powell said.
“New Life Baptist Church is a great
church, a soul-winning church. We
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have lots of people saved here and
Satan don't like it.” Source: WYFF,
6-14-12

Ronald L. Pyles, 58, North Jack-
son, OH: 2 counts each of rape and
gross sexual imposition. Pyles, pas-
tor at Victory Harvest Ministry, is ac-
cused of raping a 20-year-old woman
between October 2010 and March
2011 when she lived at the home-
less shelter that's part of the minis-
try. Source: Youngstown Vindicator,
6-14-12

Antonio Llamado, 45, Mandaluy-
ong City, PHI: Rape. Llamado, pastor
of Lord of Nation Church, allegedly
molested a 17-year-old girl for 10
months. Police Director Samuel Pag-
dilao said Llamado recruited the girl
last August by promising to house
and educate her, then allegedly
turned her into his sex slave. Source:
Philippine Star, 6-12-12

Creflo Dollar, 50, Atlanta: Simple
battery and cruelty to children. Dollar,
pastor of World Changers Church
International, denied from the pulpit
that he hit and choked his 15-year-
old daughter. His ministry has about
30,000 members.

The girl called 911 about 1 a.m. to
report the incident and said the argu-
ment was about her going to a party.
Creflo claimed the marks on her neck
were due to eczema. Source: Boston
Globe, 6-11-12

Samuel Bangs, 23, Bellmawr,
NJ: Sexual assault, endangering
the welfare of a minor and 2 counts
of criminal sexual conduct. Bangs, a
youth mentor at Grace Bible Church,
is accused of molesting a boy under
age 16 he met as a church volunteer.
Source: Gloucester County Times,
6-10-12

Mark A. Green, 41, Albertville,
AL: Sexual abuse of a child and ag-
gravated sexual abuse of a child.
Green, pastor of Cowboy Baptist
Church, is charged with alleged inci-
dents in 2 Texas counties. Texas offi-
cials said Green has a criminal record
that started when he was 20. He was
last released from prison in 2007. The
church has fired him. Source: WAFF/
Sand Mountain Reporter, 6-7-12

Michael Wolfe, Greenville, SC:
1st-offense prostitution. Wolfe, senior
pastor at Advent United Methodist
Church, was among 48 people arrest-
ed in a weekend sting. A parishioner
told News 4 that Wolfe told the con-
gregation he wouldn’t be preaching
for a while and that he’d stopped to
help someone and naively got caught
up in something. Source: WYFF, 6-4-
12

Charles R. Manning, St. Louis:
3 counts of sex assault on a child by
one in a position of trust and 2 counts
each of contributing to the delin-
quency of a minor and sexual exploi-
tation of children. Manning, formerly
of St. Gabriel the Archangel Catholic
Church in Colorado Springs, CO, was
put on leave in January and retired in
February. Source: AP, 5-31-12

Joshua H. Finney, 29, Conestee,
SC: 2nd-degree criminal sexual con-
duct with a minor and lewd act on a
minor. Finney, youth pastor and bible
study leader at First Baptist Church,
is accused of having intercourse with
a girl from the congregation when
she was 15 in 2010. Source: WYFF,
5-29-12

grimmy.com

David A. Rice, 55, Anniston, AL:
1st-degree domestic violence. Rice,
pastor of First Presbyterian Church,
is accused of stabbing his brother
in the arm and chest at the pastor’s
home, which is owned by the church.
Source: Anniston Star, 5-29-12

Phillip L. Kittrell, 77, Marshfield,
MO: 1st-degree sexual misconduct.
Kittrell, a local pastor, is accused of
grabbing an 18-year-old Walmart em-
ployee’s penis in the store. A video
camera recorded the incident, court
documents said.

Kittrell pleaded guilty to 2 misde-
meanor sexual misconduct counts
after a similar incident in 2007 and
was sentenced to 2 years’ probation.
Source: Ozarks First, 5-24-12

Finian Egan, 77, Sydney: Rape
and 16 counts of indecent assault.
Egan, a retired Catholic priest, alleg-
edly molested 3 underage girls and a
boy in the 1970s and 1980s. Source:
Morning Herald, 5-23-12

Kevin G. McCurry, 35, Rock
Hill, NC: Criminal domestic violence.
McCurry, pastor of Faith, Hope and
Love Ministries, allegedly threatened
to kill his wife and throw her body in
the river. Source: Charlotte Observer,
5-23-12

Angel Perez, 45, Kissimmee, FL:
Unlawful sexual activity with a minor.
Perez, pastor at Templo Pentecostal
Puerto de Salvation, engaged in sex-
ual acts with a 16-year-old boy from
his church on 3 occasions, the arrest
warrant said. Source: Palm Beach
Post, 5-22-12

Mark Barninger, Dauphin Co.,
PA: Failure to report suspected child
abuse by a mandatory reporter.
Barninger, Bible Fellowship Church
pastor, is charged with failing to re-
port parental concerns about their
daughter’s suspected sexual abuse
by a neighbor, Gerald Regan, who
is charged with corruption of minors
and indecent assault without consent
of others.

State Police said Regan allegedly
told the parents that “There was no
penetration, and if it was just kissing
that had occurred, it would be better
to confront the neighbor and not go to
police or news media.” Source: CBS
21, 5-22-12

Larry M. Bollinger, 66, Gastonia,
NC: Bollinger, former pastor at Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church, was indicted
for engaging in illicit sexual conduct
with 2 girls under age 18 in Haiti in
2009. Authorities said he was working
as director of the Hope House, which
provided food, shelter and schooling
for Haitian children. Source: WBTYV,
5-21-12

James Garner Smith, 37, West
Union, SC: Criminal sexual conduct
with a minor and 2 counts of lewd act
upon a child. Smith was at Ebenezer
Baptist Church, where the alleged
victim, a 14-year-old girl, was a mem-
ber. Smith has been placed on leave.
Source: WYFF, 5-18-12

Ira Parmenter, 33, Grand Falls,
NEWF: Sexual exploitation. Par-
menter was youth pastor at Colwood
Pentecostal Church in 2007-08 when
the alleged sexual relationship with a
16-year-old girl took place. The girl’s
mother reported it to police in 2011 af-
ter she found about it. Source: Times
Colonist, 5-16-12

Robert Lyzenga, 55, Lafayette,

IN: Suspicion of felony voyeurism.
Lyzenga, pastor of Sunrise Chris-
tian Reformed Church, allegedly hid
video cameras inside fake “Glade Air-
o-Matic” boxes attached to the inside
of women’s restroom stall doors. A
woman told police the box fell off and
she saw the camera inside.

The married father of 3 has been
removed from church duties. Source:
Muncie Star Press, 5-15-12

Peter J. Hooper, 54, Bebington,
UK: 3 counts of sexual activity with
a child. Hooper, pastor at St. Luke
the Physician Catholic Church, “has
been withdrawn from all ministry in
line with procedures,” a Diocese of
Shrewsbury statement said. Source:
BBC, 5-15-12

Kenneth N. Allen, 36 East Prai-
rie, MO: Possession of child pornog-
raphy and 3 counts of 1st-degree
statutory sodomy of deviate sexual
intercourse with a person less than
14 years old. Sheriff Keith Moore
said Allen, pastor of Grace Apostolic
Church, may have molested as many
as 4 other children.

A mother of an alleged victim said
children would stay overnight with
Allen while the parents worked. She
said she became suspicious when
her son came out of Allen’s house
wearing only boxer shorts, which
weren’t his, and had lotion on him.
Source: AP, 5-11-12

Ralph Rowe, 72, Surrey, ON: 5
counts of sexual assault and 2 counts
of indecent assault. Rowe, a former
Anglican priest and Scout leader,
previously served 6 years for multiple
counts of sex crimes involving boys
as young as 6. New charges relate to
alleged incidents in 1973-86. Source:
Cloverdale Reporter, 5-10-12

Alton “Gene” Dorrough, 62, Ex-
eter, CA: Engaging in 3 or more acts
of substantial sexual conduct with a
child residing in the same home, 4
counts of oral copulation with a mi-
nor, 2 counts each of forcible sex
with a child under 14 and forcible sex
with a child over 14. Dorrough works
with Celebrate Recovery, a Christ-
centered 12-step program for “hurts,
habits and hang-ups,” and is a police
chaplain. He’s accused of molesting
a female juvenile for several years.
Source: Foothills Sun-Gazette, 5-9-
12

Franklin A. Love, 39, Cumru
Township, PA: Institutional sexual
assault, endangering the welfare of
children and corrupting minors. Love,
who resigned as Berks Christian
School principal, is charged with mo-
lesting a 17-year-old female student.
Alleged assaults usually took place at
the girl’'s home after her mother was
asleep, police said. Source: Reading
Eagle, 5-8-12

Keith W. Denford, 72, Shoreham,
UK, and Michael Mytton, 66, East
Chiltington, UK: 4 counts of indecent
assault, respectively, and aiding and
abetting indecent assault. Denford,
a semiretired Anglican priest, is ac-
cused of molesting 2 boys under age
16 in 1987-90. Mytton, who worked
as an organist, is accused of facili-
tating at least one of the alleged as-
saults. Source: The Argus, 5-8-12

Ifeanyichukwu E. Abakporo,
Jamaica Estates, NY: Wire fraud,
bank fraud and conspiracy to commit
bank fraud. Abakporo, a Nigerian citi-
zen and pastor at Deeper Life Bible
Church, is accused with Latanya
Pierce of defrauding Washington Mu-
tual Bank of more than $1 million and
of defrauding an 80-year-old retired
teacher out of her interest in a 37-
unit building on 164th St. in Brooklyn.
Source: MSNBC, 5-3-12

Philip Grandine, 25, Toronto:
1st-degree murder. Grandine, pastor
at Ennerdale Road Baptist Church,
is charged in the death of his wife,
Anna Karissa Grandine, 30, who died
last October when she was 5 months
pregnant.

A man phoned 911 at 10:50 p.m.,
saying his wife was in distress and
had been in the bathtub. The death
was initially listed as a drowning.
Source: Toronto Star, 5-3-12

Raymond E. Cooper, 42, Mar-
shall, TX: Online solicitation of a

‘This was about
evil men who
did evil things to

children.’

— D.A. Seth
Williams, prosecuting
M_sgr. William Lynn

minor. Cooper, senior pastor at First
Church of the Nazarene, is charged
with trying to solicit a 14-year-old girl,
who was actually an undercover Lou-
isiana State Police officer. Source:
KYTX, 5-3-12

Finian Egan, 77, Ryde, NSW:
Rape and 16 counts of indecent as-
sault. Egan, a retired Catholic priest,
is charged with molesting an 11-year-
old girl and a 16-year-old girl in 1979
and 1987 and a 17-year-old girl and a
14-year-old boy in 1972-73. Source:
Brisbane Times, 5-1-12

Pleaded / Convicted

William Lynn, 61, Philadelphia:
Guilty by jury of endangering the wel-
fare of a child. Lynn, a monsignor in
the Catholic Archdiocese of Philadel-
phia, is the first senior U.S. Catholic
official to be convicted for covering up
child sex abuse.

“This is a monumental victory for
the named and unnamed victims,”
said D.A. Seth Williams. “This was
about evil men who did evil things to
children.”

Isa Logan, jury foreman and
U.S. Army veteran, said Lynn had a
personal responsibility to report the
abuse to the proper authorities. “I am
a human being before I'm a soldier,
so if he’s telling me something to do
that is incorrect, then I'll be court-mar-
tialed before | do something like that.”

The same jury was unable to
reach verdicts on attempted rape and
child endangerment charges against
one of the priests Lynn supervised
in the job Lynn held for 12 years,
Edward Brennan. Source: Reuters,
6-23-12

Ronald Weinland, 63, Cincin-
nati: Guilty by jury verdict of 5 counts
of tax evasion. Weinland, who runs
a ministry called the Church of God
— Preparing for the Kingdom of God
from his $381,000 home, avoided
paying $357,000 in taxes between
2005-10 by illegal means, according
to an indictment.

His lawyers said Weinland depos-
ited church money in Swiss banks
because he believed “society was in
its ‘final days,” and that before Jesus
Christ returns, the U.S. financial sys-
tem would collapse.” Source: North-
ern Kentucky News, 6-13-12

George Benbow, 59, Plainfield,
NJ: Guilty by jury of 4 counts of child
endangerment.The girls, who ranged
in ages between 9 and 13, were either
campers, counselors or babysitters at
Christian Fellowship Gospel Church.
The girls testified the 59-year-old
would have them sit on his lap and he
would rub up against them.

Benbow founded the church in
1981. It closed after his arrest in
2008. Source: AP, 6-13-12

Lavel Schwartz, 60, Brooklyn,
NY: Pleaded guilty to money-laun-
dering. Rabbi Schwartz is accused
of conspiring with his brother, Rabbi
Mordchai Fish, in a New Jersey fed-
eral case. Schwartz is the last of 5
rabbis arrested in 2009 to plead guilty
who were caught in a sting called
Operation Bid Rig. Source: Bank Info
Security, 5-29-12

Bartley Sorensen, 62, Churchill,
PA: Pleaded guilty to receiving child
pornography and possession of child
pornography. Sorensen, pastor of St.
John Fisher Catholic Church, was
charged with possession of thou-
sands of computer images of boys
posing naked or engaging in sex acts.
Source: Post-Gazette, 5-23-12

John M. Fiala, 53, Lawrence, KS:
Guilty by jury of solicitation of capital
murder. Prosecutors alleged Fiala, a



June/July 2012

former Catholic priest in Texas, tried
to hire a neighbor’s brother to kill a
man who accused him of sexual
abuse in 2008 when he was 16.

The “hitman” Fiala met in Novem-
ber 2010 and offered $5,000 was
actually an undercover police officer.
The jury heard their recorded conver-
sation. He still faces 4 counts of sex
crimes against children. Source: Kan-
sas City Star, 5-21-12

Sentenced

Antoine Johnson, 29, Dacula,
GA: Life in prison for 3 counts of
aggravated child molestation. John-
son, a youth mentor and summer
camp organizer at Hebron Baptist
Church, was found guilty of inventing
a 14-year-old Texan named “Kristen”
on MySpace to lure troubled teen
boys into sexual relationships.

Assistant D.A. Nigel Lush called
Johnson an evil genius. “I've been
a prosecutor 13 years, and the de-
fendant’s testimony was some of the
most bizarre I've seen. We got a look
inside the mind of a true pedophile.”
Source: Gwinnett Daily Post, 6-22-12

Michael A. Crippen, 53, Duen-
weg, MO: 3 years and 10 months in
prison with no parole after pleading
guilty to possession of child pornog-
raphy. Crippen, pastor at First Baptist
Church, admitted to downloading im-
ages from a porn site in the Nether-
lands. The married father of 2 testified
he prayed to God to relieve him of his
obsession, which he usually indulged
in before going to work in the morn-
ing. Source: Joplin Globe, 6-22-12

James Hennah, 39, Bristol, UK:
6 months in jail, no unsupervised
contact with anyone under 18 for 7
years and placement on the sex of-
fender registry for 7 years. Hennah,
youth pastor for the evangelical Bris-
tol Community Church, was charged
with molesting a boy at his parents’
home while counseling him.

Testimony showed praying turned
to preying as Hennah, claiming to be
“bringing him peace,” instead put his
hand inside the boy’s underwear. An-
other time he allegedly got the boy to
strip in front of him on the pretext of
showing off a new pair of underpants.
Source: Daily Mail, 6-20-12

Peter Hooper, 55, Wirral, UK: 5
years in prison for sexual activity with
a child. Hooper, pastor of St. Luke
the Physician Catholic Church, was
caught having oral sex with a boy in
Hooper’s church residence.

Prosecutor Robert Jansen said
a man who witnessed the act asked
Hooper what was going on, and
Hooper allegedly replied, “I don'’t
know what to do. I've been seduced
by a 15-year-old boy.” Hooper told
detectives he felt “mentally raped” by
the boy. Source: Wirral Globe, 6-18-
12

Clayton Cowart, 40, Polk City,
FL: 1 year probation after pleading
no contest to stalking. Cowart, pastor
of Church of God the Bibleway, was
charged after a woman complained
he put a GPS tracking device on her
car without her knowledge.

The victim had sought a 2010 in-
junction of protection against dating
violence after she told police she’'d
had an affair with Cowart, who used
a church tax exemption to buy a $350
GPS device. Source: The Ledger,
6-7-12

James Boudreau, 69, Guelph,
ON: 15 months and 6 months served
concurrently in prison after pleading
guilty to 2 counts of sexual assault.
Boudreau, pastor at St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church admitted fon-
dling a 15-year-old boy in the rectory
in 1983 and engaging in reciprocal
oral sex with a 17-year-old boy from
his congregation in 1984. Source:
Guelph Mercury, 5-28-12

Philip Caminiti, 55, Black Earth,
WI: 2 years in prison and 6 years’ pro-
bation. Caminiti, pastor of Aleitheia
Bible Church, was found guilty by a
jury of 8 counts of conspiracy to com-
mit child abuse for instructing congre-
gation members and his own family to
hit children as young as 2 months old
on their bare skin with wooden dow-
els to discipline them.

Circuit Judge Maryann Sumi de-
nied a defense request for no prison
time, noting that Caminiti had shown
no remorse. “The children were beat-
en for of all things doing what children
do, and that is crying,” Sumi said.
Source: State Journal, 5-27-12

Mark Griggs, 50, Berea, OH: 6

years in prison after pleading guilty to
83 counts of pandering sexually ori-
ented matter involving a minor. The
pastor of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church had evidence of hundreds of
pornographic videos and images on
his computer, some of children as
young as 2, prosecutors said. Oth-
ers described or depicted children
engaged in bestiality. Source: Fox 8
Cleveland, 5-21-12

Nathan D. Moore, 25, Fayette-
ville, GA: 30 years in prison and pro-
bation for life after pleading guilty to
8 counts of aggravated child moles-
tation, 2 counts of child molestation
and enticing a child for indecent pur-
poses. Moore, youth pastor at Heri-
tage Christian Church, was accused
of molesting a boy he met through the
church at Moore’s home.

Senior Pastor Doug Fultz said
Moore was fired before allegations
came to light. “He was taking the
youth ministry in a different direction
than the church thought was neces-
sary.” Source: The Citizen, 5-21-12

Carmelita Hines, 48, Waldorf,
MD: 20 months in prison after plead-
ing guilty to wire fraud. She was ac-
cused of embezzling $217,074 from
2007-11 from the U.S. Commission
on International Religious Freedom,
where she was office operations
manager. Source: Washington Exam-
iner, 5-12-12

Keith J. Boyd, 44, Slidell, LA
3 years in prison after a jury found
him guilty of carnal knowledge and
indecent behavior with a juvenile.
Boyd, pastor of Open Door Apostolic
Church, was convicted for having sex
for 3 months with a 16-year-old girl.
Source: News Banner, 5-11-12

Riccardo Seppia, 51, Sestri Po-
nente, ITA: 9 years, 6 months in pris-
on and a fine of 28,000 euros after
being found guilty of attempted sex-
ual violence, attempted prostitution
of a minor and attempting to furnish
cocaine to minors. The Catholic priest
was accused of plying altar boys and
others with cocaine to facilitate sexu-
al encounters.

Fellow priest Piercarlo Casassa
said he warned church officials about
Seppia in 1994. “People had told me
he had a untoward approach with the
scouts [altar boys], and | told the au-
thorities he was not the right person
to have around youngsters, but no
one listened to me.” Source: Daily
Mail, 5-3-12; AKI, 5-2-12

Civil Lawsuits Filed

Plaintiff “P.V.” is suing Gonzaga
Prep in Seattle for failing to protect
him from John Campbell, a Catho-
lic priest he alleges molested him as
a student in the 1960s. The Jesuits
of the Missouri Province are also
named. The order employed Camp-
bell and sent him to Spokane to re-
cruit students for a religious summer
camp.

According to news accounts
in 2003, the Missouri Jesuits paid
$575,000 to settle multiple claims
of abuse against Campbell. Source:
Spokesman-Review, 6-14-12

A Glens Falls, NY, man, 36, is su-
ing Catholic priest Gary Mercure and
the Albany Diocese in federal court
in Vermont on allegations Mercure
raped him in the late 1980s.

Mercure was sentenced in 2011 to
20 years in prison in Massachusetts
for raping at least 3 altar boys, includ-
ing the plaintiff. Source: Albany Times
Union, 6-12-12

A Honolulu man is suing Catho-
lic priest Gerald Funcheon and Da-
mien Memorial Catholic School on
allegations Funcheon molested him
as a 13-year-old in the 1980s.

“Before plaintiff was sexually
abused, the [Crosier Fathers and
Brothers Province] had serious con-
cerns about Funcheon’s interactions
with children, Funcheon’s sexual-
ity and Funcheon’s abuse of alcohol
and prescription drugs,” the lawsuit
states. Source: AP, 5-25-12

Thomas Harkins, a Catholic
priest, and the Diocese of Camden,
NJ, are being sued over alleged
sexual abuse to an 11-year-old girl in
1980-81 when Harkins, now removed
from the ministry, was pastor at St.
Anthony of Padua parish in Hammon-
ton.

CBS reported in May that Harkins
is working as a TSA checkpoint su-
pervisor in a Philadelphia airport. He
told a reporter the public has nothing
to worry about even though he oper-
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Pastor Hooper,
55, told
detectives he
felt ‘mentally
raped’ by the
boy, 15.

ates a body scanner. Source: CBS
News, 5-25-12

Civil Lawsuits Settled

The Catholic Diocese of Orange,
CA, settled a lawsuit for $2 million to
end a lawsuit alleging former Msgr.
Michael Harris molested the plain-
tiff in 1986 or 1987 when Harris was
principal of Mater Dei High School in
Santa Ana.

“John Doe,” 41, alleges Harris
called him into his office to give him
a citizenship award and a rosary
blessed by the pope and then orally
copulated him to finish off the cer-
emony. A claim against Harris will
be dropped because he is insolvent.
Source: Orange County Register,
6-19-12

A jury awarded Wisconsin
brothers Troy and Todd Merryfield
$700,000 between then in a suit
against the Diocese of Green Bay
alleging Catholic priest John Feeney
molested them as children when he
was pastor at St. Nicholas Church in
Freedom. Feeney was convicted in
2004 for the assaults and has served
his prison sentence. Source: Post-
Crescent, 5-21-12

Legal Developments

Donald Buzanowski, 69, a for-
mer Catholic priest at Sts. Peter and
Paul parish in Green Bay, WI, will be
permitted to live in a state-run transi-
tional living facility. Buzanowski was
released after serving 6 years in pris-
on for sexual assault of a child. The
Green Bay Sex Offender Residence
Board at first denied his request but
later granted it. Source: Press-Ga-
Zette, 6-17-12

Kentucky Catholic priest James
Schook’s trial on sodomy charges
was postponed until December be-
cause Shook, 64, is undergoing che-
motherapy for stage IV melanoma,
which typically means life expectancy
of less than a year. Source: AP, 6-14-
12

Jose A. Davila, 53, San Diego,
former pastor at St. Jude Catholic
Church, was reinstated as associ-
ate pastor 6 months after his arrest
and guilty plea to battery for groping
a woman at his home. He was sen-
tenced to 3 years’ probation and 150
hours of community service.

“No, they’re all lies, all lies,” said
parishioner Guillermina Nava. “The
girl was lying because she wanted
to go on a trip and since he wouldn’t
lend her money she told him, you'll
pay for this.” Source: NBC San Di-
ego, 6-7-12

Victor Koltun, 42, a rabbi from
Brooklyn, NY, is mentally fit to stand
trial on 1st- and 2nd-degree murder
charges, said a psychiatric assess-
ment, his fifth.

Koltun is accused in a “murder for
hire” plot in the deaths of two men in
2010. Two co-defendants pleaded
guilty to conspiracy charges and are
serving prison terms. Source: Times
Herald-Record, 5-23-12

Freethought Today

The case against Roger Ball, 43,
former pastor at Greenhill Baptist
Church in Greenville, TN, arrested
for solicitation of a minor, has been
turned over to a grand jury. He also
worked as a teacher and coach for
the Tennessee Co-op Home School
Support Group.

Ball’s 15-year-old accuser, his
daughter’s best friend, testified he
sent her messages that said he want-
ed to take off her clothes and kiss her
body.

“It made me feel very scared and
very gross inside that somebody that
age would feel that way about me,”
she said at his preliminary hearing.
Source: tricities.com, 5-20-12

Rabbi Abraham Glick, who ran
Yeshivah College between 1986-
2007, told a Melbourne, AUS, court
he did know of allegations that David
Cyprys, a former security guard at
the Orthodox school, had molested
children.

Glick admitted in his previous
witness statement that he had no
memory of anyone complaining
about Cyprys molesting children was
inaccurate. Cyprys faces 53 abuse
counts. Source: The Age, 5-15-12

DuPage County Judge John Kin-
sella rejected a request from Catho-
lic priest John Regan, 48, Roselle,
IL, to resume his duties at St. Wal-
ter Catholic Church so he can more
quickly pay back $295,000 he stole
from the church and gambled away.
Regan served 60 days in jail and is on
probation for 4 years while working at
a factory job for $9 an hour.

“I thought it was important the de-
fendant engage in menial and manual
labor,” said Kinsella. “People worked
hard for their money and quite right-
fully were dismayed by the loss of
their money. If that means it takes
longer to repay, so be it.” Source:
Chicago Sun-Times, 5-11-12

Removed / Resigned

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee
placed John Schreiter, pastor at
St. John Neumann Catholic Church
in Waukesha, WI, on leave during a
probe of sexual abuse allegations. It
came 2 weeks before his scheduled
retirement.

He was also accused of abuse in
2004 but the Diocesan Review Board
found the allegation unsubstantiated.
Source: AP, 6-11-12

The Catholic Diocese of Roch-
ester, NY, released the names of
priests removed from public ministry
since 2002 for credible claims of sex-
ual abuse of minors. The list names
about 2 dozen offenders and will be
updated.

Priests dismissed or assigned to
a life of prayer and penance: Thom-
as Burr, Thomas Corbett, Eugene
Emo, Robert Hammond, William
Lum, Dennis Sewar, David Simon,
Francis Vogt, Robert Winterkorn.

Priests who voluntarily left after
being accused: Albert Carson, Paul
Cloonan, Joseph Larrabee, Foster
Rogers.

Unresolved cases in which priests
have been placed on administra-
tive leave: Vincent Panepinto, Paul
Schnacky, Dennis Shaw, Conrad
Sundholm, Michael Volino.

Complaints received after death
of the priest: David Bonin. Source:
Evening Tribune, 6-8-12

Jay Lawlor, 42, Kalamazoo, M,
who resigned as pastor at St. Luke
Episcopal Church in 2011 after he
was charged with assault for shov-
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ing an eldery parishioner, has been
given a $468,000 severance payout
by Western Michigan Bishop Robert
Gepert. A jury found him not guilty of
assault.

Lawlor worked at St. Luke’s for 21
months. His 2010 compensation was
$125,000, including $85,000 in sala-
ry, plus housing and benefits. Source:
Kalamazoo Gazette, 6-6-12

Daniel Valentine, 63, Sewickley,
PA: Valentine, pastor of St. James
Catholic Church, was put on leave
during an investigation of his Face-
book posts. A family came to the dio-
cese “and expressed deep concern
about a posting on Facebook to one
of their minor children. Having heard
it, we determined that it should be
turned over to the district attorney’s
office,” said Fr. Ronald Lengwin, di-
ocesan spokesman. The diocese
requested a forensic audit of church
computers. Source: Post-Gazette,
5-30-12

Orlando Molina, 51, Opa Locka,
FL: Suspended during a probe of his
alleged gambling activities. Molina,
a Nicaraguan, is a priest in the U.S.
Catholic Church, which is not under
Vatican authority.

In an anonymous letter sent to
media with a video, parishioners ac-
cused Molina of stealing offerings to
play slot machines. Source: Miami
Herald, 5-30-12

Fr. Joseph Byrne, Falmouth, MA,
was suspended pending a probe by
the Catholic Archdiocese of Boston
of sex abuse allegations dating to
the early 1970s. Byrne received 5
years’ probation for embezzling in
2005 for stealing $135,000 from Our
Lady Comforter of the Afflicted parish.
Source: Boston Globe, 5-28-12

Msgrs. Hugh P. Campbell, 77,
and George J. Mazzotta, 73, were
“found not suitable for ministry” by the
Catholic Archdiocese of Philadelphia
due to decades-old sexual abuse al-
legations. Source: Daily Local, 5-21-
12

John Wisner, Roeland Park, KS,
ordained as a Catholic priest in 1972,
was suspended by the Archdiocese
of Kansas City due to an allegation he
inappropriately touched a 15-year-old
boy on a youth outing in 1982.

According to a statement, Wis-
ner “acknowledges the time, location
and circumstances surrounding the
allegation, but he denies that he en-
gaged in sexual misconduct.” Source:
KMBC, 5-10-12

Randy Harry, 51, Marmora, PA,
resigned as pastor of Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church after he was
charged with loitering to engage a
prostitute. Parents at the church’s
preschool demanded his resignation.

Harry gave various reasons for
driving in the area before telling an of-
ficer he was driving to clear his mind
after arguing with his wife. He plead-
ed guilty to a reduced charge of dis-
orderly conduct. Source: AP, 5-8-12

Michael Slusz, Naugatuck, CT,
resigned as pastor of St. Francis of
Assisi Catholic Church but will con-
tinue to head St. Francis-St. Hedwig
School. Slusz is also taking a leave
of absence from priestly ministry.
No reason was given. Source: Nau-
gatuck Patch, 5-7-12

The Catholic Archdiocese of
Philadelphia has permanently re-
moved Msgr. Francis J. Feret, 75,
from the ministry. He was among 26
priests suspended last year due to
molestation allegations.

The alleged victim accused Feret
of assaulting him at age 9 in the early
1970s, including anal and oral sex.
Source: philly.com, 5-4-12

Fr. Martin McVeigh’s PowerPoint
presentation to 30 parents whose
children were preparing for their First
Holy Communion went dreadfully
awry at St. Mary’s School in Pome-
roy, N.IRE, when images of nude men
showed up on the screen. An 8-year-
old boy was also present.

Parents said the images were
stored on a memory stick McVeigh
inserted into the computer, which
later was reported missing. A parent
said McVeigh quickly removed the
stick and “was visibly shaken and
flustered.” He left the room, returned
about 20 minutes later and gave no
apology or explanation. Cardinal
Sean Brady has granted sabbatical
leave at McVeigh'’s request. Source:
Mid-Ulster Mail, 4-27-12

Timothy J. Gorton was removed

Continued on next page
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( Sharing the Crank Mail

Warning: These are unexpurgated, uncor-
rected emails from “good Christians” to FFRF.
Not for the faint of heart.

Fuck you
You and you followers suck and you are one
ugly bitch — Peter Hangslow

FFRF has a HELL OF A NERVE to be con-
cerned about a war memorial statue in Woon-
socket, RI! I'm sure like most organizations,
FFRF is only very happy to receive donations,
so | have enclosed one just for you with the
words “IN GOD WE TRUST” removed. Spend it
wisely. — God Bless You!!

Screw all of you liberal fuckers. — Jimmy Z

Christmas

What part of Christmas do you hate so
much,The peace on earth or the good will to-
wards man? If you hate Religion so much why
not move to North Korea,I'm sure they would
be happy to get a fine catch like you,and no
Religion. A 50 year tradition gone because of
you people.Those nativity scenes wasn’t hurt-
ing you.What about the children who enjoyed
them? | guess you have to have a heart and
love in to care,Guess you don't,So sad.People
like you make me thank GOD I'm not like you.
Turn before you burn. — Terry Eckiss, Boon-
ville, Ind.

u confused dillusional punk azzsatanic
fagggotsss

FIRST AND FROM THE TOP...AS WITH ALL
FAGGOT RTRD’D MORON P’s.0.S. U DILLU-
SIONALFKN EMBECILES DONT KNOW WHAT
THE FK ur TALK’'N ABOUT AND MAKE NOT
EVEN A PARTICLE OF SENSE!'FIRST, THIS
COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED BY CHRISTIANS
..eg PURITANS aka>P I L G R | M S..THAT
LEFT ENGLAND FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
..F-R-O-M THE STATE(THATS S-T-A-T-E)RUN
CHURCH u G.D’d(LITERALLY) HOMO PIECES
OF- SCARED OF THE TRUTH AND REAL-
ITY-SHIININT!"u DILUSIONAL GD FAGGOT
PUNK DEMENTED PIECES OF SHIIT THE
ABOLITIONISTS /WERE FKN CHRISTIANS u

F.of MINDLESS,BRAINLESS*CLUELESS EVIL
MORON foundation..very acurate!!!'YEAH WI-
ERDOS LIKE u evil pos DO ADVOCATE KILL-
ING BABYS EVEN BORN BABIES u SICK P’s
OF FKN SHYYYYTHYEAH u FAGGOTS ALSO
SPEAKOUT FOR PRISON “reform” BUT DO
SHYYYYT FOR VICTIMS OF SAID TRASH
inmates.. HUHHHHH  FAGGOTSSSSSSSS?
?2°2222?22?2222220mnmnmm CHALLENGE
AN ATTEMPT AT REBUTAL GD SCARED
DILLUSIONAL BURN IN HELLL FAGGOTS.
BET COWARDS LIKE u FAGGOTS WAT
TOOOOOOOO0 SCARRREEEED — Tim Edg-
ley, Litchfield, Ariz.

stupidity

Look you evil satan worshiping hate mon-
gers, Just because you don’t worship GOD,
keep your dumb unfounded opinions to your
selves. Quit trying to force your self serving,
evil, demonic beliefs on the rest of the world.
This country does not need you, never has and
never will. This country was founded on the pre-
mis of being able to worship GOD however we
want WITHOUT being persecuted from idiots
like you. Believe me you do not want to mess
with me and unleash my wrath and fury, which
you will never be able hide from or escape from.
— Gorges Lamartre

Woonsocket, Rhode Island Cross Me-
morial

You douchebags need to stay in Wiscon-
sin and make your cheese. You messed with
the wrong city and all of you at the FFRF are
the lowest common denominator of humanity!
Whats the matter, Jealous that the CHURCH
of JESUS CHRIST! is more powerful than you
trouble making scumbags. May GOD BLESS!
— Joseph Yram

You Cock Suckers
you stupid fucking atheist cocksucking stu-
pid fagloving dick eating shitstains

You need to educate people?

So glad that you have ruled that the public
needs educated and that you, a slop jar, are the
ones to do it. | won’t waste time with hell awaits
you, etc. since you obviously do not believe
in the inevitable. It becomes a waste of time
to try to even have a dialogue with the FFRF,
the equivalent of a rotting out house. How did |
learn about FFRF ..... you can’t miss the stench.
— Steve Grant, Benson, Ariz.

Camp Pendleton Crosses

You people are low life dirt bags. In fact,
you're so low, you're lower than whale shit.
— MC

woonsockett
go fuck yourselve NAZIS — Walter Mutlow

Woonsocket War Memorial

STAY THE FUCK AWAY FROM GOOD
PEOPLE AND THEIR TOWNS... DICKHEAD!
— Bill Hart, Augusta, Ga.

Out of Control

The freedom from religion foundation is like
a bunch of flies. Eat dog crap and bother people.
They should be banned!!! — Marvin Hampton

statue on big mountain

why the fuck are you people sticking your
noses into our state.this country was founded
on the belief in god.my suggetion to you is if you
don’t like our symbols here....than stay out of
our state. — ross tetachuk

Catholic Church

Marriage has been always been between a
man and a woman, it takes man and a woman
to produce. Without this marriage, we would not
have our world. — Sam Myers

Prayer at Georgia High School Gradu-
ation

Heres a nickles worth of free advice, mind
your own damn business and have a great day.
— Brent Edney, Georgia.

Georgia

Keep your thugs out of GA. No one really
cares about what you think or do. Stay in Wis-
consin and rot. — Robert Patton

God

I have seen your signs that declare that God
does not exist. Where is your proof? If you can-
not prove it, please remove your signs. — War-
ren Hibbs, Kemp, Texas

Your article has the same odor of Nazism to
me that was rampant in Nazi Germany. You are
sadly UN-AMERICAN and need to re-think your
values. — John Bacsenko

prohibiting the free exercise thereof
You are just like the ACLU, and that is not
meant as a compliment. — Harry Haberthear

debaptism certificate and ohter ffr lit-
erature

PLease send me a debaptism certificate
along with other ffrf literature. Dan Barker’s book
would be good too. | could use all of them to rip
the pages out of to wipe my ass if | ever ran out
of toilet paper. — David Jones, Wetumpka, Ala.

Sylvannia, AL sign

Go fark yourself about the Sylvannia, AL is-
sue. | hope you all rot in HELL for eternity. —
James Simms, Tuscaloosa, Ala.

religious sign

Dam rite the AL town aint welcoming to you
so just stay away. | used to live in WI until peo-
ple like u showed up — Leon Hussin

Madison, Wisconsin

Black Collar

Crimes

Continued from previous page

by the Catholic Diocese of Providence from the
ministry at Precious Blood Parish in Woonsock-
et, R, after abuse allegations by his nephew
were deemed credible.

James C. Wilkinson, 43, said he was 12
when Gorton fondled him in the rectory of a
church in 1983 and exposed himself at a beach
cottage that belonged to a family friend. He was
molested by his uncle about 6 months after he
was ordained, Wilkinson alleges. Gorton is in
his mid-50s.

Wilkinson alleges the first improper encoun-
ter came while his parents were in the midst of a
divorce. Source: The Call, 4-26-12

The Albany Catholic Diocese placed Jer-
emiah Nunan, 74, Cairo, NY, on administra-
tive leave after allegations of sexual abuse to
minors. Nunan, pastor of Sacred Heart Parish
and Our Lady of Knock Mission, was also put
on leave 6 years ago but was restored to the
ministry.

The parents and sister of 2 victims of Nun-
an’s alleged abuse spoke to the press in Albany.
Ivan Morales Sr. and Carol Morales and their
daughter Maria, 20, spoke about their sons and
brothers, lvan Jr. and Martin, both of whom they
allege were molested as 7-year-old altar boys.

Maria Morales said Nunan would tell her to
wait outside and be “a good little girl” while he
took Martin into a nearby room. “I never put two
and two together.”

“Martin had never spoke about what Father
Nunan did to him,” Carol Morales said. “Father
Nunan tormented him for years. He is a mon-
ster.”

Nunan gave Martin, now 23, hush money,
his parents said. They showed reporters copies
of checks from Nunan to Martin dated as re-
cently as January 2011. Source: Albany Times
Union, 4-25-12

Terry W. Specht, pastor of Holy Spirit Cath-
olic Church in Annandale, VA, was put on leave
by the Diocese of Arlington while an alleged re-
lationship between Specht and a male minor in
the 1990s is investigated. Specht denies all ac-
cusations. Source: WJLA, 4-18-12

The Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh placed
Fr. James Graham, 72, on administrative leave
as pastor at St. Lawrence O'Toole Parish in
Garfield, PA. An allegation “involved a minor a
number of years ago,” Bishop David Zubik wrote
to parishioners. Source: Post-Gazette, 4-17-12

The Catholic Diocese of Scranton, PA, has
received an accusation of sexual misconduct
involving Fr. Russell Motsay and a minor and
has suspended him from the ministry during an
investigation. Motsay was ordained in 1972.
Source: Pocono News, 4-16-12

James Nadeau, 51, pastor at St. John Vi-
anney Catholic Church in Fort Kent, ME, has
taken a leave of absence while he is under in-
vestigation by the state Attorney General’s Of-
fice, which didn’t specify the reason for the in-
vestigation, the Diocese of Portland announced.
Source: Boston Herald, 4-4-12

Robert M. Durkee, 85, Medford, MA, was
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‘We got a look inside
the mind of a true
pedophile.’

— Georgia prosecutor
Nigel Lush

removed from the priesthood by the Episcopal
Diocese of Massachusetts because of allega-
tions he sexually abused 3 women. Durkee was
pastor of Grace Episcopal Church from 1964-
89. Source: Medford Transcript, 4-3-12

Gerald Riva, 70, resigned as pastor of St.
Scholastica Catholic Church, Woodridge, IL, the
Diocese of Joliet announced. The diocese said
it was unaware until recently that Riva pleaded
guilty to a public indecency charge in 1992.

The charged stemmed from a DuPage
County Forest Preserve officer’s report that Riva
masturbated in front of the officer, then grabbed
the male officer’'s genitals. Source: Woodridge
Reporter, 3-26-12

Mark Molling, pastor of St. Paul Catholic
Parish in Genesee Depot, WI, was placed on
leave during an Archdiocese of Milwaukee in-
vestigation of an allegation of sexual abuse of
a minor in the mid-1990s. Molling denies the al-
legation. Source: Journal Sentinel, 3-19-12

Robert Conole, pastor of Sacred Hearts
Catholic Church, Bradford, MA, has resigned
after an Archdiocese of Boston investigation of
“serious adult-related misconduct” and a brain
hemorrhage. Conole had taken leave in May
2011 to deal with personal matters. Source: N.
Andover Eagle-Tribune, 3-19-12

Other

John P. Earl, who intentionally drove his car
into a Rockford, IL, abortion clinic in 2000, has
been reassigned from Holy Angels Church in
Aurora to St. James Catholic Church in Belvi-
dere. After hitting the garage door at the North-
ern lllinois Women’s Center, the priest took an
axe into the building that housed the clinic and
other businesses, chopping down a door, win-
dows and surveillance cameras.

The building’s owner stopped Earl from en-
tering the clinic itself by firing 2 warning shots.
Earl pleaded guilty to criminal damage to prop-
erty and completed 30 months of probation and
paid $7,664 in fines and restitution.

Barb Giolitto, Winnebago Citizens for
Choice, said the community should reject Earl.
“He is a violent convicted criminal, and to even
let him remain as a priest is just a horrible ex-
ample to all of his followers.” The center closed
earlier this year. Source: Register Star, 6-16-12

Fr. Alvaro Corcuera, head of the scandal-
plagued Legionaries of Christ, admitted in a
letter to members that he’s known since about
2005 that Fr. Thomas Williams, an American
based in Rome who was the public face of the
order, was leading a double life and had fa-
thered a child.

Williams appeared often on TV until 2010
to explain church teachings and wrote more
than a dozen books, including “Knowing Right
From Wrong: A Christian Guide to Conscience.”
Source: Reuters, 5-22-12

Email: blackcollar@ffrf.org

You guys are idiots!

| can’t believe you don’t even understand
the constitution!! Go back to college and earn a
real degree! — John Austin, Saint Clair Shores,
Mich.

Freedom From Relgion
It’'s not “Freedom From Religion” you stupid
fucks. — Tom Calabro

Woonsocket

YOU ARE A MORON! How dare you stir up
trouble for that little town of WOONSOCKET.
SHAME ON YOU!!!l and the idiots you encour-
age! — Jennifer Abbott

crosses
just to let you know | put a cross up on public

land and also placed a plaque that says “This
cross is in honor of the freedon fron religon
Foundation”. So now you can sue yourselves
you fucking idiots. | dare you to find it — Bruce

May you all die
YOu need to stop spreading your garbage.
You are corrupting children. — JB

| am so saddened that you feel the way you
do. | am praying for you. | used to be skeptical,
but then the creator of the universe showed him-
self to me in a way that | will not deny. | pray he
finds you in the same way. — Stephanie Austin

Cross Where it Should Not Be

What a bunch of douche bags you are!
Shame on you! — Stephanie Philipp, Weterly,
R.I
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87-year-old offers
vote of confidence

I will be 87 years old
this month and wish to
celebrate by becoming a
| Lifetime Member of FFREF.
LaVerne Henderson
Missouri

FFRF gets to root
of many problems

So many problems: homophobia,
misogyny, racism, overpopulation,
attacks on education, abuse of the
environment. But what is the lowest
common denominator of all these
problems? Religion, and the ignorance
and superstition essential for religious
belief.

Now I could, for example, contrib-
ute individually to the groups promot-
ing LGBT equality, reproductive rights
for women, science, the arts, etc. Or
I could focus on eradicating the root
cause, which seems logical and so
much simpler.

So it is with great pleasure that I en-
close my check for Lifetime Member-
ship. As a gay-trans man who’s long
been out of the closet, I'm thrilled
FFRF has adopted what has proved to
be our most effective weapon as we’ve
made our slow journey to full and
equal citizenship.

An African American president, a
woman president, an LGBT president,
an atheist president — our day will
come.

Sean Gardner
New Mexico

Hopefully, FFRF’s work

will never end

Enclosed please accept (finally!) my
check for Lifetime Membership. This
is the proudest I have ever felt while
writing out a check. Let me explain:

A few years back, after hearing my
husband pine for a motorcycle for sev-
eral years, I secreted away small sums
of money in the hopes of making his
wish a reality before his 50th birthday.
I was proud that it took me a year and
a half, and that he had his shiny new
motorcycle in his 48th year.

Since that day two years ago, he has
been asking me repeatedly, “What do
you want now?” — meaning what big-
ticket item was on my list for which we
could start saving. I am, as I'm sure you
and many of your members are, a per-
son of simple tastes/needs. A new pair
of shoes every now and then and an oc-
casional massage is just fine for me.

But last year while attending my
first FFRF annual convention in Hart-
ford, Conn., and soaking in all of the
richness in the words and songs of the
amazing speakers and honorees, what I
wanted hit me like a ton of bricks (that
I desperately preferred to be used to
keep building and maintaining the
wall of separation between state and
church): I wanted to save up for a Life-
time Membership.

Saving money is no easy feat for us,
as my husband is an underpaid gov-
ernment employee and I am a social
worker who has always worked for non-
profits. As an administrator with a con-
stant eye on programs and budgets, I
know what it’s like to focus on advanc-
ing a critical mission (for me, serving
victims of intimate partner violence
and human trafficking) while balanc-

ing the books, attempting to pay staff
fairly and funding new initiatives, all in
a tough economy.

The work of FFRF can never end,
which is why a substantial gift that con-
tributes to the agency’s endowment felt
like the most important thing for me
to do. With every Freethought Today
I read and every Freethought Radio
podcast I listen to, and by witnessing
all of the backward thought and action
in the name of religion that is going on
in the world, I have become convinced
beyond a doubt that your work is the
most crucial link to the kind of per-
sonal freedom that every human being
deserves.

What FFRF works toward sets the
baseline for personal choice — you
can be religious or not religious, but
you can still respect all people (even
if you don’t always respect what they
espouse). When the religionists set
the baseline, there are few if any real
choices, and judgment is rampant. No-
where is this evidenced more clearly
than in the Crank Mail, which simul-
taneously makes me laugh and scares
me to death for your personal safety,
but always opens my eyes more widely.

Thank you for the risks you all take
every day, and for your diligence and
dedication in looking out for me and
for the masses.

Amy Siniscalchi
New York
o000

The world stops for a few hours
when I get Freethought Today. It
makes me so proud that I “transi-
tioned” to (oftentimes lonely) atheist
from traditional church membership.
It helps immeasurably to know that I
am not alone.

I  thoroughly enjoyed James
Haught’s “Religion’s bucket leaks like
a sieve” and former pastor John Com-
pere’s write-up. I’'m very eager to get
their books. Reading books of this
genre gives me much fodder for discus-
sion at cocktail parties where my athe-
ism is questioned.

The Crank Mail is so scary. I have
encountered a lot of this venom, but
I’'m heartened by the letter writer who
asked, “Are people ignorant because
they’re Christians or Christians be-
cause they’re ignorant?” Can’t wait for
my next cocktail party to use that!
Jack M. Red
North Carolina

‘No fear’ is Hawaiian’s
state of mind

Ijoined FFRF a few months ago, and
after the second Freethought Today I
decided I should invest in Life Mem-
bership, but following my sense of fru-
gality, I’d wait until my membership
was up for renewal. After receiving the
third issue, I can’t wait.

I’'m especially impressed by the as-
tonishing ignorance of our critics and
the corrosive venom of their threats,
which, if carried out, would constitute
hate crimes. I can feel sorry for those
who live in a continuous state of un-
certainty and fear, fervently praying for
aid that never comes.

My own state is quite different:
Fear, not at all; some uncertainty, yes,
and nothing at all boring. There are
surprises and challenges to meet ev-
ery day. I'm well-equipped to meet
them. Human adaptability is my deep-
est, well-evolved resource, honed by a
lifetime of continuously accumulating
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As seen at Barnes and Noble on State Street at Jackson in Chicago. “It
seemed ironic, descriptive and stupidly funny,” says Candace Drimmer.

knowledge and skill development.

Our critics wish to control their
world by imposing their interpretation
on everyone. We don’t try to do the
same to them. Freedom means free-
dom for them but not for anyone else.

Daniel Dennett points out (“Dar-
win’s Dangerous Idea”) that just as
schoolchildren today acknowledge
Copernicus’ discovery that Earth is not
the center of the universe, so too in a
hundred years they will have no doubts
about evolution.

We are not there yet. In the mean-
time, we have to defend our right
to free inquiry, reason and scientific
truth. Itis with great pleasure that I put
my money where my mouth is. Please
sign me up for Life Membership.
Raymond Moody
Hawaii

Cheers to all ye

‘spawn of Satan’

I live in the buckle of the bible belt
(a suburb of Billy Graham’s home-
town). Yesterday, I sent a $100 contri-
bution to the FFRF. This morning, I
turned on the television to see our lo-
cal Baptist televangelist railing against
the secularists, evolutionists, gays and
hellbound atheists.

He explained that our great coun-
try must embrace the precepts of the
King James Version of the bible if it is
to survive. I now realize that I have con-
tributed to an organization he surely
believes is nothing less than the spawn
of Satan.

The preacher’s message came
through to me loud and clear. Unfor-
tunately, my check is in mail. I can’t get
it back, but I can send an additional
$100 (enclosed). Sorry for the extra
paperwork.

William Hoffard
North Carolina

Arizonan helps move
‘secular soldiers
onward’

I can’t believe how much hate has
been revealed by Jessica Ahlquist’s
brave defense of our Constitution.
Some Christians have crossed way over
the line of decency. So if there is a “sec-

ular-socialist conspiracy,” sign me up!
Onward, secular soldiers!
Mike Steiner
Arizona
P.S. Here’s my check for a Lifetime
Membership.

Biblically, be careful
what you wish for

Your recent report [March12] about
teaching the bible in public schools in
several states should be considered
a rare opportunity for freethinking
students and other non-Christian reli-
gions to challenge the bible’s errors,
contradictions and absurdities.

Bible advocates appear to be un-
aware of the Law of Unintended Con-
sequences. A letter in my local newspa-
per pointed out the dangers of having
the bible taught by a non-Christian.
The writer who understood that within
the church or religious institution, that
institution could control the content
of instruction and the questions and
answers that would inevitably occur
from it. If the school has a clergyper-
son teach the course, the school is sub-
ject to lawsuits over the constitutional-
ity of the practice.

A brilliant general takes advantage
of the errors of an enemy. We have seen
from the example of Jessica Ahlquist
and others that there are courageous
young freethinkers who will stand up
to challenge the unconstitutional and
irrational acts of theists. FFRF has
many creative and brilliant members
who should be able to compile a list of
questions for those young freethinkers
to ask in those classes to show the bi-
ble’s irrationalities and contradictions.

Even if the teacher and others an-
swer those questions with absurdities
and non sequiturs, it will still create
doubt in other students. Many of the
personal histories of how people be-
came atheists indicate that reading the
bible and doubt about it was the first
step in their rejection of its message.

It might take quite a while before
courts put an end to public school
bible course. Until then, FFRF should
consider using this opportunity to
teach Christians a lesson about the Law
of Unintended Consequences.

Glen Salter
Arkansas
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Sharing the Mail

God sees ‘his’ universe
as spectator sport?

I  thoroughly enjoyed James
Haught’s article in the May issue. One
of the (many) questions he asked
about “god” concerned the 2004 In-
dian Ocean tsunami that killed more
than 200,000 people: “Did ‘our father
which art in heaven’ just watch as a
spectator?”

I think she/he/it was probably busy
somewhere else, watching sparrows.
(Rim shot!)

Elaine Hampton
California

Chimps smarter than

chumps in Crank Mail?

I just finished reading May’s
Freethought Today and feel embar-
rassed, ashamed and slightly sick to my
stomach. Why? Because I'm currently
a resident of Arizona, where Gov. Jan
Brewer signed two unconstitutional
bills into law, one involving contracep-
tive services and the other allowing an
elective bible course in public schools!

Then, on the same page of the
paper, my beloved and beleaguered
former employer, the National Park
Service (I'm retired, after 30 years),
is being forced by the courts to do a
“public for private” land swap, allowing
proponents a “war memorial” Latin
cross on what should be federal land.

Finally, the entries under “Sharing
the Crank Mail” seem particularly odi-
ous, making me utterly ashamed to be
part of the same humankind as the
writers. Don’t we share something like
98% of our DNA with our chimpanzee
cousins? Maybe they’d adopt me.

Which returns me to where I start-
ed: Thanks for all you do and for your
strength, commitment and stamina.
You have my eternal — make that “last-
ing” — gratitude, respect and admira-
tion.

Neysa Dickey
Arizona

PS. I just remembered my Life

Membership and I’'m “all better” now.

Christian’s ‘a=hole’
accusation rankles

This is an FFRF member’s response about
a man’s screed against FFRF for challeng-
ing a Christian war memorial at a fire sta-
tion in Woonsocket, R.1.

That you consider the folks who dis-
agree with you on this issue to be “ass-
holes,” highlights an important prob-
lem with bible thumpers in general. In
violation of the melting pot idea of the
founders of the great nation you are
lucky enough to inhabit, you are fun-
damentally not OK with anyone who
is not a Christian. Perhaps you even
consider folks who are not in your par-
ticular denomination to be “assholes”
as well.

I am an atheist, and as such, I don’t
think you are an “asshole” because you
are wrong on the Woonsocket cross is-
sue, nor because you believe in demon-
strable nonsense, as do all believers in
any religion. In fact, I don’t think you
are an “asshole” at all. You have the
right to your beliefs, as do we all. You
would probably notlike to have Islamist
symbols appearing on public property,
paid for by your taxpayer dime any
more than the rest of us appreciate our
taxpayer dimes being spent on symbols

of other (or any) religions.

Please think about that as a member
of the law enforcement community.
Isn’t fairness one of the fundamental
underpinnings of all reasonable laws?
How is it fair that anyone should be
compelled to pay for public symbols
on public property which declare to
the world that we are second-class citi-
zens because we don’t subscribe to the
“majority” religious convictions?

Please consider that before bible
thumpers in the 1950s took advantage
of the “Red Scare” to change the secu-
lar U.S. motto from the inclusive “E
Pluribus Unum” to the exclusionary
“In God We Trust,” the U.S. was united
around a set of revolutionary and ex-
tremely admirable principles.

Today, thanks to people like you
who refuse to look at the history of
your own country, we have gone from
being a shining example to the rest of
the world, to a severely divided Third
World nation seemingly on a runaway
train to Civil War. Is that really what
you want?

Ullrich Fischer
Washington

In 1792 United States,

cents made more sense

I truly appreciate everything FFRF
does. I donate through the CFC every
year and loved you at the Reason Rally.
I just read about one of America’s ear-
liest one-cent coins that sold for $1.15
million. Instead of “In God We Trust,
the 1792 coppersilver penny reads
“Liberty Parent of Science & Industry.”
I thought this was awesome and want-
ed to share it with you guys.

Thanks also to Barbara G. Walker
for compiling the “bible morality” arti-
cle. I'loved reading all the crazy things
found in it, especially since it was from
the King James Version.

Staff Sgt. Charles Kane
United States Army

God puts Calamity
Jane to shame

It’'s been almost a year since the
tornado in Joplin, Mo., and I'm still
bothered by my thoughts and feelings
toward most of people I ran into there.
On TV they’d asked for help from peo-
ple with front-end loaders, so I loaded
up my rigs and went.

I could not believe the destruction.
I was directed to an area to clean up,
where I walked around to see what I
was getting into. A camera crew came
up behind me with a woman who made
this sick statement: “Even though God
took my son and husband, I know he
still loves me because I'm alive.”

Then the camera guy asked me to
move in so he could get a picture of
me with the church group. “I'm not
with them,” I replied. They all had the
name of the church on their backs. A
guy who said he was the pastor put his
arm on me and said, “God blessed and
sent him.”

I looked him in the eye and said,
“No god sent me. I came by myself.”

All T heard all morning was “God
bless this” and “The devil or Satan did
this.” When I came back from getting a
sandwich, there was a bible under the
seat and someone spray-painted “God
bless you” on the tractor blade. I was
mad to say the least and made sure
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Proud atheist

Mitch Kahle, founder of Hawaii Citizens for Separation of State and Church,
served as parade grand marshal June 2 for the 2012 Honolulu Gay Pride
Festival, the largest in the city’s history. Kahle and wife, Holly Huber, and other
activists have been involved in several actions challenging religion’s grip in
Hawaii. Kahle was FFRF’s 2011 Freethinker of the Year.

they saw me throw that book on the
trash pile where it belonged.

I realized I had to get away. I loaded
up before dark and came home. The
things I heard people say still bother
me. I don’t know how to deal with peo-
ple who are just plain nasty and won-
der how FFRF does.

When it comes time to renew my pa-
per, there will be something extra.
Tom Gogan
Missouri
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This letter by FFRF’s Lake Superior chap-
ter director first appeared April 23 in the
Duluth News Tribune.

Nontheist students at the University
of Minnesota-Duluth held a “tabling”
event to sell cupcakes for their secular
humanist projects to benefit people in
need. A student reported, “An older
gentleman came up and bought one
of our cupcakes. He told me he didn’t
have a burning desire for one; he was
just so sick and tired of people feeling
blessed every time a hurricane or tor-
nado missed their house.”

That nicely illustrates for me the
silly nature of religious thought. Some
survivors of calamities claim they are
“blessed.” Fine, but then it follows
that others crushed or burned are
surely “god-cursed.” We needn’t be
sympathetic then with women whose
children slowly bleed to death under
earthquake rubble. Those children
were obviously satanic, and god need-
ed to destroy them. Too bad.

God apparently curses also church-
es, day care facilities, schools, hospitals
and religious people when they are de-
stroyed by various god-sent tornadoes,
hurricanes or earthquakes. Really?
Must be! Or are gods just imaginary,
invisible friends in the sky? Those who
are religious always warp reason to suit
their needs.

The media pander to ignorance
by eagerly supporting this irrational
thinking. Media need to seek evidence
for so-called miracles, blessings and
curses, or at least fairly report on god’s

atrocities as well and stop endorsing

the public’s faulty moral reasoning.
Weather conditions and plate tec-

tonics will do their thing: Don’t pray,

get to shelter! Wise up, folks. It’s phys-

ics, not theology.

Dr. William Van Druten

Minnesota

Uncovering the hidden

agenda behind religion

Jerry Coyne [April issue, “The Odd
Couple: Why Science and Religion
Can’t Cohabit”] is so right about sci-
ence and religion. It truly surprises
me how many people there are who
don’t understand that. For those who
disagree with Coyne, I offer a simple
thought experiment.

Suppose that, somehow (it doesn’t
matter how), an established and re-
spected scientific journal reported
that it had discovered conclusive ar-
chaelogical and genetic proof that Je-
sus existed at the time he is reported to
have existed and that he did perform
all the miracles ascribed to him. Which
response do you think would be more
likely from visible leaders of the reli-
gious community?

This one: “Those discoveries were
made in the realm of science. Religion
is a separate realm, so we will not take
account of those discoveries in our
faith; we will not discuss them in our
sermons, or anything else of that na-
ture.”

Or this one: “Our religion now has
scientific proof of its truth. Jesus truly
existed! We now know for certain that
he died for your sins! Science says so!
Science says has proven it! Convert
now before it’s too late!”

We’ll never know for certain, of
course, since such a discovery will
never be made, but if I had to wager, I
know which response I’d put my money
on.

The doctrine of “peaceful coexis-
tence between science and religion” is
nothing more than an attempt on the
part of religion to shield itself from an
enemy that it knows is more powerful
than it is. Religion knows that if it con-
fronts science head-on, it doesn’t stand
a chance, so instead, it tries to manu-
facture a reason to avoid the conflict
altogether. We have to not let them get
away with this hidden agenda.

Parrish Knight
Maryland
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Scooby-Boo, a fox red Labrador, is Chris Wright’s copilot, not God.

Name: Christopher Wright.

Where I live: Topinabee, Mich., a
wonderful hybrid of “Mayberry RFD”
and Never Never Land.

Where and when I was born: Pon-
tiac, Mich., Nov. 24, 1964.

Family: My wife, Deirdre, and three
adopted Labrador retrievers who eat
us out of house and home, Lily Mun-
ster, Scooby-Boo and Spooky Dude.
Children: They misbehaved and nev-
er cleaned their rooms, so we traded
them for a riding lawnmower and an
Orvis fly rod.

Education: I barely made it through
high school and pretty much flunked
out of college after one semester. Grad-
uated with a 4.0 GPA from the School
of Hard Knocks.

Occupation: Author/voice actor/
graphic artist. In the last 12 years,
I’ve written 84 books (under the pen
names of Johnathan Rand and Christo-
pher Knight) with over 5 million cop-
ies in print. (My website is americanchill-
ers.com.)

I guess flunking out of college
wasn’t such a bad thing after all. Al-
though writing books is my full-time
occupation these days, I also conduct
seminars on creativity and writing and
produce voice-overs for radio commer-
cials, documentaries and movies. Twice
each summer, my wife and I host Au-
thor Quest, a four-day writing camp for
kids ages 10-13. Attendees come from
across the country.

How I got where I am today: I have
always been a voracious reader. I think
I've always been fairly creative and
imaginative, and I thrive on doing
things differently. This led to a success-
ful career in radio broadcasting and
writing/producing radio commercials
— a career that merged seamlessly into
writing books and public speaking.

Where I'm headed: Forward. I try
not to look back, although I think we
all do from time to time. But the only
thing the rear-view mirror is good for is
checking to see how cool you look on
your way to your destination.

Person in history I admire: Ayn

Rand. I am a huge fan of her fiction
and nonfiction books, and while I
don’t necessarily agree with her 100%
of the time, she was a brilliant thinker
and devout atheist. Others I admire in-
clude Carl Sagan, Christopher Hitch-
ens, Richard Dawkins, Daniel Den-
nett, Sam Harris, Ray Bradbury, Isaac
Asimov, Edgar Rice Burroughs, Jessica
Ahlquist and anyone else who dares
to think for themselves and let it be
known.

A quotation I like: “We must ques-
tion the story logic of having an all-
knowing all-powerful God, who creates
faulty humans, and then blames them
for his own mistakes.” (Gene Rodden-
berry)

These are a few of my favorite
things: Reading, writing, capitalism,
volunteering at the animal shelter, Cal-
vin & Hobbes, my involvement with the
Freethought Association of Northern
Michigan, flyfishing, weight and resis-
tance training and distance running. I
enjoy traveling 180 days a year and vis-
iting schools and libraries to promote
the value and importance of reading
and writing. It’s incredibly rewarding
and just plain fun.

These are not: Televangelists, most
politicians regardless of party affili-
ation, labor unions, bibles in hotel
rooms, socialism, teachers who talk or
text or grade papers during my school
assemblies, inexcusable grammatical,
punctuation and spelling errors (like I
see in the Crank Mail), animal abusers.
I also despise the government telling
me what or what not to eat (like they
would know).

My doubts about religion started:
When I finally read the bible, cover to
cover. This was in 1999, and I was active
in my church and a local Christian or-
ganization. I was also becoming more
and more involved in a prison ministry
program. My first experience was at a
medium-security penitentiary, and I
quickly discovered that those incarcer-
ated knew more about the bible than
I did. I felt very “convicted,” (pun in-
tended) and decided that I needed to
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read it from beginning to end. I did,
and the questions began piling up on
one another.

After reading the works of Thomas
Paine, Thomas Jefferson, Robert In-
gersoll, James Haught, Dan Barker
and others, and comparing them to
the works of Josh McDowell, Rick War-
ren and other Christian apologetics, I
finally made up my own mind in De-
cember 1999 and willfully discarded
my Christian faith. Dan Barker’s book,
Losing Faith in Faith, was a strong tip-
ping point. He came across as a real
guy, a genuine, nice person who had
questions.

Since then, I have been a very clos-
eted atheist. Only a few people know
of my unbelief and skepticism. Over
the years, keeping my atheism a se-
cret has become weary, and I am let-
ting my unbelief become known more
and more. In April 2011 I was perus-
ing the latest edition of Freethought
Today over poached eggs, sausage
patties and wheat toast when I came
across a picture of a newly formed
freethought group in a nearby commu-
nity. I couldn’t believe it! The caption
beneath the photo stated that the next
meeting was that very afternoon.

Iliterally leapt from my chair, spread
my arms wide, and cried out, “My peo-
ple! I've found my tribe!” I attended
the meeting, joined the group, and
I'm excited to be a part of it. I'm finally
able to talk with like-minded unbeliev-
ers about issues that are important to
me. We are now a recognized chapter
of FFRF, and I couldn’t be prouder.

Why I'm a freethinker: Because I
want to know the truth and do not wish
to wander this world deluded by hallu-
cinations. I do not bow down before
nonexistent, invisible gods, and I re-
fuse to fall prey to phony hucksters in
cheap suits. It would be great to have a
life after this beautiful, wonderful time
that I have on Earth, but I see no evi-
dence of “heaven” beyond what I am
experiencing right now.

I make the most of what I have to-
day, and make it count — not only for
myself but for those around me, and
those who will follow in my wake.

Ways I promote freethought: I am
slowly coming out more and more. Iam
vice president of the Freethought As-
sociation of Northern Michigan, which
is fun and rewarding. I wear expressive
T-shirts that tend to raise eyebrows, but
very few people have questioned me
about them. My favorite shirt is a car-
toon of an ark with a bunch of animals,
and the caption beneath reads, “Seems
Likely.” Another shirt I wear simply
proclaims, “Listen to Dawkins.”

I'm still not all that comfortable
with strong public displays of my un-
belief yet, but I continue to challenge
myself to make it known more and
more. This summer, I'll be speaking
at Michigan’s Camp Quest, which is a
camp for children of atheist/agnostic
parents. I will have the opportunity to
share my message about reading and
writing, and this will be the first time
I’ll be able to talk openly to kids about
my own personal atheism, and about
how skepticism and reason help form a
healthy, balanced mind and life.
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Five WIVES
VODKA

Not banned in Idaho

Idaho’s state-run liquor stores initially
banned Five Wives vodka, distilled in
Utah, because its name and label were
deemed “offensive” to Mormons.
FFRF Attorney Andrew Seidel wrote

a letter to the Idaho agency, quoting
the Supreme Court: “It is not the
business of government in our nation
to suppress real or imagined attacks
upon a particular religious doctrine.”
Liquor Board Director Jeff Anderson
later assured FFRF that the ban

has been lifted. About a fourth of
Idahoans are Mormon.

Miraculous!

“Jesus was here,” writes Joan Lawson
from Washington state.

We run away from social identities and
don’t want to create one for ourselves.
As Dawkins says, we're like cats.
Siddharth Singh, 25, a member of Del-
hi Freethinkers, commenting on athe-
ists’ independent nature

Wall Street Journal, 6-12-12

The bottom line is that we’re moral
people, too. We pay taxes, we own busi-
nesses, we have a sense of right and
wrong, and it’s not that different from
anybody else’s.

James Gillham, spokesman for the
newly founded Albany Georgia Athe-
ists

Fox 31, 5-27-1

Talk about it in church. That’s a great
place for talking about academic study
of the bible.

Rep. Marc Feinstein, D-Sioux Falls,
who voted against a bill that passed
making South Dakota the sixth state
(Texas, Georgia, South Carolina, Ten-
nessee and Oklahoma) to encourage
bible electives in public schools
Associated Press, 5-28-12
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Portland, Ore. — weekend of Oct. 12-13, 2012

Jessica Ahlquist

Celebrate FFRF’s 35th annual convention!

Jerry DeWitt

Register now for FFRF’s 35th annual
national convention the weekend of
Oct. 12-13, 2012, at the downtown Hil-
ton Portland & Executive Tower, 921
SW Sixth Avenue, Portland, Ore.

Joining the lineup of previously
confirmed speakers are “Letting Go of
God’s” Julia Sweeney; Jessica Ahlquist,
victorious R.I., student litigant to be
named FFRF’s 2012 Freethinker of
the Year; and Max Nielson, a student
activist honoree and plaintiff in FFRF’s
newest lawsuit (see Pages 1 and 5).

Previously announced were evo-
lutionary scientist Richard Dawkins,
author of the blockbuster The God De-
lusion; mystery author Sara Paretsky;
journalist Katharine Stewart, author
of The Good News Club: The Christian
Right’s Stealth Assault on America’s Chil-
dren; and Clergy Project “graduates”
Jerry DeWitt and Teresa MacBain. De-
Witt, director of Recovering from Reli-
gion, openly parted with the Pentecos-
tal ministry last year, and McBain, who
is now acting director of the Clergy
Project, left the Methodist ministry this
March. FFRF’s Dan Barker will enter-
tain at the piano.

Hotel rooms for Friday and Sat-
urday nights are going fast! While
they last, they are $149 single to qua-
druple. Call the Hilton Portland &
Executive Tower, 1-503-226-1611 or
use the personalized reservation link:
http://ow.ly/bZQO0u

Optional meals include the Satur-
day NonPrayer Breakfast, $25: Country
scrambled eggs, broiled roma tomato,
crispy bacon, potato pancake, orange
juice, apple pastry, cranberry muffins,
pumpkin scones, fresh fruit garnish,
freshly brewed coffee and teas, with
vegetarian substitute for bacon.

Dinner is fresh salad, roasted local
organic chicken or vegetarian strudel
followed by pear tartlet (the pear is Or-
egon’s state fruit), $55. Meals include
22% service charge. Vegan and gluten-

Teresa MacBain

free options are available.

FFRF registration is $60 per mem-
ber, $65 for nonmember companion
accompanying member, and $110 per
nonmember (join for $40 and save!)

Sign up for a preconvention tour of

No. registering

Katharine Stewart

the gorgeous Columbia Gorge, includ-
ing Multnomah Falls, from 1-5 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 12, for a group rate of $45.
Buses will leave from the hotel at 1 p.m.

Official events begin Friday at 7 p.m.
after dinner on your own. Dawkins will

Return to: FFRF, Attn: Convention, P.O. Box 750, Madison, WI 53701

Freedom From Religion Foundation’s

35th Annual Convention
October 12-13, 2012

Hilton Portland & Executive Tower
Portland, Oregon

Make checks payable to “FIFRF”

Max Nielson

speak Friday night, followed by a com-
plimentary dessert reception.

Reserve your room and register now
to avoid disappointment. Watch for
updates and more details at ffiforg/
outreach/convention.

! FFRF Member registration (s) @ $60 Per PErSOI ........ccocivueuiriiuirieuinieiiieiieieiteieieeieieseee e $ !
i Non-member spouse or companion accompanying member @ $65.............ccoceiviiniiiniincnnen. $ i
! Non-member registration (s) @ $110 .....cc.ccveiiiiiiiriniiiceee e $ !
; (or join for $40, save $101) i
E Student registration(s) @ $25 (Ask about student group rate) ........ccceveevveereeuerreenieerieeneeennenenns $ E
' Saturday Non-Prayer Breakfast @ $25% per person .........ccccccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicccccceeccieee $ '
E Vegetarian option ___ no. of vegetarian Vegan option ___ no. of vegan E
! Saturday Night Dinner @ $55% PET PETSOI ...cc.cuivieuirieuinieiirieiinieirieiietetrteteret ettt ese e $ !
E Vegetarian option ___ no. of vegetarian DVegan option ___ no. of vegan E
i [ Gluten-free meals required on above selections i
E * Meal prices include 22 % gratuity E
: Columbia River Gorge Waterfall Tour @ $45 (includes bus tCKEL) ...uoeeveiees cevreeeerieeeie e, $ !
: Total ;
E Name(s) Please include names of all registrants for nametags E
E Addpress E
i City/State/Zip Please include phone/e-mail (in case we have a question about your registration) E



