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Arrested / Charged

James Burton, 50, Ft. Wayne, IN: 4 counts
of child molestation. Burton, pastor at Greater
Faith Baptist Church, is accused of inappropri-
ately touching a girl who was his foster child.
Court documents said the girl told a school em-
ployee that it started when she was 6 or 7 years
old. Source: WANE, 12-6-12

Barry W. Kallenberg, 60, Sunny Isles
Beach, FL, and Alpine, NJ: Organized scheme
to defraud and 73 counts each of grand theft,
false insurance claims and false supporting
insurance documents. Kallenberg told a judge
he’s a rabbi without a congregation. “I do mostly
weddings, funerals and unveilings.”

According to an affidavit, he flew into and
out of Miami International Airport on numerous
occasions where he made declarations his lug-
gage didn't arrive, but he was caught on video
picking up luggage. Allegedly fraudulent claims
amounted to $30,324. Source: NBC 6, 12-5-12

Larry Singleton, 71, Lafayette County, MS:
Sexual battery of a child. Singleton, pastor of
Bay Springs Baptist Church, is accused of long-
term sexual abuse of a boy that started when he
was 11. The alleged victim is now 18.

Singleton also volunteers at Gateway Chris-
tian School in Horn Lake. Tate County Sheriff
Brad Lance said he expects more charges to
be filed. Source: Senatobia Democrat, 12-5-12

Bobby Gass, 60, Texas City, TX: Suspi-
cion of assault and cocaine possession. Gass,
pastor of Baypoint Community Church, was al-
legedly seen arguing with a female friend and
pushing her out of the car. Police later found
cocaine in his pocket.

Gass told police he found the drug in the
church parking lot and kept it for a meeting with
church leaders to discuss how it may have got-
ten on the property. He said he will step down
from the pulpit and church leadership. Source:
KHOU, 12-4-12

Donald Knizley, 70, Mobile, AL: Loiter-
ing for the purpose of deviant sexual activity.
Knizley, pastor at Zion House of Prayer for All
Nations, and 7 others were arrested in a sting
by police at the Japanese Gardens and Fish
Hatchery.

“Shocking. It’s just, to have a biblical back-
ground like he has, it’s just shocking,” said Da-
vid Fleming, the pastor’s neighbor. Source: Fox
10, 12-3-12

Anthony Tshabalala, 62, Johannesburg:
Rape and sexual assault. Tshabalala, pastor at
an unidentfied church, is accused of raping a
13-year-old girl and molesting 2 other teens. He
allegedly gave them small amounts of money
to buy their silence. Source: The Star, 12-5-12

Mark Derksen Sr., 63, Fountain Hills, AZ:
Distribution of drugs. Derksen, pastor of now-
defunct Faith Mountain Christian Church in
Fountain Hills is accused of selling meth, heroin
and prescription drugs from his apartment.

Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio said
deputies carried out undercover buys. He told
reporters Derksen claimed he would “bring peo-
ple closer to God” by helping them get off drugs,
but he actually was helping them become ad-
dicts.

Arpaio alleged Derksen was giving drugs
away to some people to get them hooked and
build clientele. Source: KTAR, 11-28-12

Pleaded / Convicted

Luis J. Cuevas, 67, Long Beach, CA:
Pleaded no contest to 3 counts of sexual battery
involving 2 women and a teen girl. Cuevas, for-
mer pastor at St. Athanasius Catholic Church,
originally faced 9 sexual assault charges.

The prosecutor said at least 16 more sexual
abuse allegations couldn’t be charged due to
the statute of limitations. Source: Press-Tele-
gram, 12-5-12

Gregory Goner, 41, Milwaukee: Pleaded
guilty to filing a false tax return. Counts of theft
of federal funds and wire fraud were dropped.
Goner, pastor of Spirit Governed Baptist
Church, also was president and chief adminis-
trator of K-12 Excel Academy, a voucher school
which operated between 2004-10.

The federal Department of Education grant-
ed about $100,000 to the school each year, ac-
cording to the indictment.

Goner agreed to pay $68,128 in restitution
to the IRS. The charges are related to use of
church money to buy Goner’s investment prop-
erty. Source: Journal Sentinel, 12-5-12

Sentenced

Luckner Sylvain, 49, Norwich, CT: 30
months in prison and 10 years’ probation after
pleading guilty to risk of injury to a minor. He
was charged with molesting a family member in
2006-07, starting when she was 12. Upon re-
lease, Sylvain, former pastor of the First Haitian

Baptist Church, also must submit to random
polygraph tests, random urine and sensor test-
ing and random searches of himself, his home,
car, job, phone and computer. Source: Norwich
Bulletin, 12-6-12

Thomas Wiggins Jr., 54, Wilmington, NC: 6
to 9 years in prison and 30 years’ sex offender
registration after pleading guilty to 6 counts of
felony sex offense as a substitute parent. Wig-
gins, pastor at Church of God in Christ, was ac-
cused of victimizing a 14-year-old boy who was
a member of his church in 1998 and whose par-
ents were divorced.

Prosecutors said Wiggins became a father
figure to the boy before starting to molest him
for 2 years. Source: WWAY, 12-3-12

Civil Lawsuits Filed

Stan Archie, co-founder and senior pastor
of Christian Fellowship Baptist Church in
Kansas City, is being sued by former assistant
“Jane Doe LK,” who alleges that they became
involved sexually in 2000 after she went to him
for counseling for being sexually abused as
a child. She alleges that when she ended the
relationship in 2007, he started harassing and
defaming her.

The suit also names the church as a defen-
dant, alleging it knew or should have known
about his “dangerous and exploitative propensi-
ties” and failed to protect her.

Archie was elected Nov. 27 as president of
the Missouri State Board of Education and is
board of the Kansas City Leadership Founda-
tion. He’s married and has 3 children. Source:
Kansas City Star, 12-7-12

Plaintiff Cecelia Brown, 19, is suing Chris-
topher L. Johnson, Chicago, pastor at Pente-
costal Tabernacle Bible Church, for allegedly
molesting her as a minor. Several churches and
church officials are co-defendants.

Brown alleges church officials knew John-
son fathered a child by another minor victim
previously and that his wife divorced him for it
but they failed to fire him. Source: Courthouse
News Service, 12-4-12

The Archdiocese of Hartford, CT, is suing
one of its insurers, claiming Interstate Fire &
Casualty Co. Inc., Chicago, failed or refused
to make payments of more than $1 million to
cover 4 lawsuits settled by the archdiocese in
cases involving sex abuse by clergy from 1979-
85.

Two of the suits involve allegations against
Ivan Ferguson, a Hartford-area priest who
died in 2002. The others involved settlements in
cases against former priests Stephen Crowley
and Robert Ladamus. Ferguson and Crowley
were among those involved in a $22 million fed-
erally mediated settlement in 2005 involving 43
accusers.

The diocese is self-insured but has policies
that kick in if settlements exceed $200,000.
Source: Hartford Courant, 11-27-12

Civil Lawsuits Settled

Avictim of a pedophile priest has received a
5-figure sum to settle a sex abuse suit against
Daniel Curran, 62, Newcastle, UK, who’s ac-
cused of molesting at least a dozen boys over
17 years. The plaintiff alleges he was molested
as a child more than 20 years ago.

Curran is serving a 4-year prison term for as-
saults that took place when he was serving in
Belfast, NI. Victims were abused after they were
plied with alcohol, which Curran told them was
the “blood of Christ.”

Testimony showed he molested a boy at
least 10 times during visits to say bedtime
prayers. Source: Belfast Telegraph, 12-7-12

The Fort Worth, TX, Catholic Diocese set-
tled a suit filed by a former high school student
who alleged he was molested by Fr. William
Paiz in 1982-87 when Paiz was pastor at All
Saints Catholic Church and St. George Catho-
lic Church and taught religion at Nolan Catholic
High School.

The settlement amount wasn't disclosed. “I

really wanted to get Bill away from children,”
John Doe No. 109, now in his 40s, said in an
interview.

The settlement bars Paiz, still a Claretian
Order priest, from working around children or
young adults or representing himself as a priest.
It also requires the diocese to publicly acknowl-
edge Doe’s allegations are credible. Source:
Star-Telegram, 11-20-12

Legal Developments

Christopher T. Wenthe, 46, St. Paul, MN,
will get a new trial due to a ruling by the Min-
nesota Court of Appeals. Wenthe, a Catholic
priest, was convicted last year of 3rd-degree
criminal conduct “during the course of a meet-
ing” where religious advice was sought or re-
ceived in private.

Wenthe didn’t dispute the sexual relation-
ship, only that it occurred while he was providing
spiritual aid or comfort. He was newly ordained
when the woman, then 21, performed oral sex
on him in the rectory in 2003. The relationship
lasted 18 months.

The appeals court ruled the conviction “was
based on evidence that was excessively en-
tangled in matters of religion” and violated the
Establishment Clause.

Wenthe’s 57-month sentence was stayed
after he served 8 months. Source: Star Tribune,
11-26-12

Allegations

Tim Hopkins, 44, Denton, UK, has been
interviewed by detectives investigating allega-
tions he molested a girl 3 times in 2004-07,
starting when she has 11. Hopkins, a Catholic
priest, was suspended from his duties at St.
John Fisher and St. Mary’s parishes during the
investigations, said Terence Brain, bishop of
Salford. Source: Manchester Evening News,
12-8-12

Donald Lockhart, 60, Fresno, CA, will face
trial in the alleged rape of a woman and firing a
gun at a man near a high school, a judge ruled.

Lockhart, pastor of the Central Community
Development Center, is accused of forcing a
woman to have sex when she inquired about
renting a house from him in 2011, a month after
the alleged gun incident.

The alleged rape victim testified Lockhart
asked her to return alone later after she had first
come with her daughter and cousin. Source:
Fresno Bee, 12-7-12

Isaac Hunter, 35, Winter Park, CO, re-
signed as pastor of Summit Church after a do-
mestic violence petition was filed by his wife.
“I currently fear for my life and the lives of our
three children. Isaac is unstable and has dem-
onstrated erratic behavior, alcohol abuse and
fits of rage,” Rhonda Hunter wrote in her suc-
cessful petition for a temporary restraining order
against her husband.

Isaac Hunter is the middle child of prominent
evangelist Joel Hunter, senior pastor of North-
land, A Church Distributed in Longwood. Isaac
Hunter resigned on Nov. 28, a day after his 13th
wedding anniversary, admitting an affair with a
church staff member.

On Nov. 25, he'd left home with 2 guns and
later called asking to see his 3 children “one last
time.”

“l am afraid that his ‘one last time’ will re-
sult in the death of our children — going out in
a blaze of glory,” Rhonda Hunter wrote in her
petition.

Joel Hunter is also a spiritual adviser to
President Barack Obama. Source: Orlando
Sentinel, 12-3-12

Lydia Katz, 25, Seattle, is thought to have
fled to Guatemala after his relationship with a
14-year-old student was discovered by the girl’s
mother, according to charging documents. Katz,
self-described as a black polyamorous Jew
studying to be a rabbi, faces 3 counts of 3rd-
degree child molestation.

He taught at two Seattle-area temples,
worked at a Jewish children’s camp and tutored

Victims were abused
after they were plied
with alcohol, which
Fr. Curran told them
was the ‘blood of
Christ.’

children preparing for their bar and bat mitz-
vahs, according to news accounts.

Katz met the 14-year-old alleged victim
at her temple in 2011 when she was a stu-
dent in his 8th grade religion class. The girl
told a detective they kissed and touched each
other. Katz also spoke to several 14-year-olds
“about sexual subjects, such as safely engag-
ing in Bondage/Domination/Sado-Masochistic sex,”
charging papers said. Source: Seattle Times,
modernpoly.com, 11-23-12

Italian priest Alberto Barin, 51, is being in-
vestigated on suspicion of abuse of office and
sexual violence. Barin, Catholic chaplain at San
Vittore prison in Milan, is suspected of coerc-
ing 6 male inmates to perform sex acts on him
over the past 4 years in exchange for money
and staples such as toiletries, toothpaste and
cigarettes.

In a statement, the Archdiocese of Milan
said it was “bewildered and pained” by Barin’s
arrest and pledged to cooperate with the probe.
Source: Wall Street Journal, 11-22-12

Removed / Resigned

Stuart MacDonald, a priest formerly serving
St. Thomas More Catholic Church in Niagara
Falls, ON, has been removed as chaplain at
Wyoming Catholic College in Lander.

A statement said MacDonald’s dismissal
came after “an internal investigation by the col-
lege which revealed Reverend MacDonald’s im-
proper conduct and language with the college’s
students and a pattern of behavior unaccept-
able as a Catholic college chaplain.”

Lander Police Chief Jim Carey confirmed
his department is investigating allegations. The
college’s statement said officials were notified
that MacDonald’s employment visa should be
revoked. Source: Niagara Falls Review, 12-4-12

Rolando Garcia resigned as pastor of St.
Agatha Catholic Church in Miami, FL. Garcia
and the Archdiocese of Miami are defendants
in numerous lawsuits alleging sexual abuse or
coverup of sexual abuse of boys dating back to
the 1980s.

The latest accusation is from a military vet-
eran who alleges Garcia molested him as a
teen runaway in 1994 until he deployed to Iraq
in 2003. “The sex abuse included oral sex, it in-
cluded sodomy and it went on for years,” the
plaintiff’s lawyer, Jeff Herman, said at a press
briefing. Source: HuffPost Miami, 12-5-12

Luke Odor, 63, Stow, MA, has been sus-
pended as Catholic chaplain at the Veterans Ad-
ministration hospital in Bedford during a church
investigation into what the Archdiocese of the
Military calls allegations of “boundary violations
with minors.”

The archdiocese said in a statement that al-
legations against Odor date to the early 1990s
when he served in the Archdiocese of St. Paul
and Minneapolis and the Diocese of Fargo, ND,
and do not involve physical sexual abuse. Odor
is a Nigerian immigrant. Source: AP, 11-26-12

Lieu Vu, pastor of St. Frances Cabrini
School and Parish, San Jose, CA, resigned af-
ter his defense of a convicted child molester at
a parish festival angered parents.

The Diocese of San Jose also released a
2010 letter written by a former human resources
employee that said convicted pedophile Mark
Gurries could participate at parish and school
events.

A 19-year-old former student recognized
Gurries in October at a parish festival, setting
off a heated 5-hour exchange between parents
and Vu, who reportedly defended Gurries.

Gurries, 51, was convicted of “lewd and las-
civious conduct” on a minor under 14 years old
and sentenced in May 2010 to a year in county
jail. He’s still on probation.

State law bans sex offenders from school
grounds unless they have a letter of permission
from a chief administrator. Gurries requested
that waiver from the diocese and received it.

Vickie Devincenzi, a parent, wants answers.
“That’s what | don’t understand. Who said it was
OK?”

Bishop Patrick McGrath apologized for “a
failure at the diocese level” that allowed Gurries
to volunteer. He said Vu will not be reassigned
in the diocese. Source: Mercury News, 11-20-12
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Where atheism gets

you a death sentence

A new study by the International
Humanist and Ethical Union in Swit-
zerland shows that atheists and other
religious skeptics suffer persecution or
discrimination around the world and
in at least seven countries can be ex-
ecuted if their beliefs become known.
The THEU issued the report on the
United Nation’s annual Human Rights
Day on Dec. 10.

The report, “Freedom of Thought
2012,” said “there are laws that deny
atheists’ right to exist, curtail their
freedom of belief and expression, re-
voke their right to citizenship, restrict
their right to marry.”

According to the survey of about 60
countries, nations where atheism or
defection from the official religion can
bring capital punishment are Afghani-
stan, Iran, Maldives, Mauritania, Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia and Sudan.

The report also notes policies in
some European countries and the U.S.
that favor the religious while excluding
nonbelievers.

In the U.S., a social and political
climate prevails “in which atheists and
the nonreligious are made to feel like
lesser Americans, or non-Americans,”
the report said.

In at least seven U.S. states, consti-
tutional provisions bar atheists from
public office. One state, Arkansas, has
a law that bars atheists from testifying
in court, the report said.

Judge to archdiocese:
Give up abuse files

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
Emilie Elias on Dec. 10 ordered the
Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles
to turn over secret files it’s had for
decades on 69 priests accused of sex
abuse. Elias gave the archdiocese un-
til Dec. 27 to give her the files. She set
a date for early January to hear argu-
ments from priests who want to keep
their files private.

The Los Angeles Times reported
that the order came five years after the
2007 settlement of $660 million with
more than 550 alleged victims of 245
priests.

Ray Boucher, lead plaintiff’s at-
torney, estimates the archdiocese has
files on 80 more priests that it is not
turning over to the judge. He also said
documents on priests who belonged to
Catholic religious orders are also miss-

mg.

Film documents
abuse by Wis. priest

“Mea Maxima Culpa: Silence in the
House of God” opened in U.S. theaters
in November and will air on HBO in
February. The film centers on four
men who attended St. John’s School
for the Deaf in St. Francis, Wis., as boys
and were sexually molested.

“A lot of individual stories had been
done about clerical sex abuse, but I
hadn’t seen one that really connected
the individual stories with the larger
coverup by the Vatican, so that was
important,” director Alex Gibney told
Reuters.

In a letter to the Vatican in 1998,
the year he died, Fr. Lawrence Mur-
phy admitted molesting some 200 deaf
boys over two decades beginning in the

1950s.

‘No faith’ gains in
United Kingdom

The Independent reported Dec. 10
that the number of persons with no
religious faith in the U.K. rose from
14.8% in 2001 to 25.1% in 2011.

During that period, the number
of Christians fell from 37.3 million to
33.2 million. The proportion of Mus-
lims rose from 3% to 4.8%. Hinduism
claims 1.5%, Sikhism 0.8% and Juda-
ism 0.5%. About 180,000 claimed to be
followers of the Jedi religion featured
in “Star Wars,” down from 400,000 in
2001.

Mothers ‘maimed,
forgotten’ in Ireland

“The imperative to bear as many
children as possible crippled hundreds
of Irishwomen,” Marie O’Connor
writes in a column titled “The maimed
and forgotten mothers” in The Irish
Times. Catholic hospitals encouraged
doctors to treat difficult childbirths
with a symphysiotomy, a procedure
that severs the pelvic joint, instead of
doing a caesarean section.

According to O’Connor, the church
preferred the symphysiotomy because
it could widen the pelvis, “enabling an
unlimited number of vaginal deliver-
ies.

“But when it went wrong, which
was often, the women suffered chron-
ic pain and incontinence, and many
could barely walk. . . . Doctors in ev-
ery other Western country shunned
the operation, but in Ireland it was
performed on some 1,500 women be-
tween 1944 and 2005. About 200 vic-
tims survive today, most of them dis-
abled. Yet they can’t seek redress in the
courts, because it only recently became
public that these operations were un-
necessary, long after the statute of limi-
tations expired.”

Bible favorite book,
child favorite porn

A Manchester, N.H., lawyer with ties
to a conservative Christian law firm
took a teen girl to Canada, had her en-
gage in sexual activity and convinced
her to let it be filmed, according to
federal indictments reported Nov. 17
by the Concord Monitor.

Lisa Biron, 43, is charged with trans-
portation with intent to engage in
criminal sexual activity, seven counts of
possession of child pornography and
five counts of sexual exploitation of
children.

Biron is associated with the Alliance
Defending Freedom, which, its website
says, is committed to keeping “the door
open for the spread of the Gospel” by
advocating for “religious liberty, the
sanctity of life, and marriage and fam-
ily.” In Concord, she worked with ADF
to defend a Pentecostal church in its
tax fight against the city.

She recently served on the board
of directors at Mount Zion Christian
Schools in Manchester. On her Face-
book page, which was been removed,
she listed the bible as her favorite book.

Police began investigating after re-
ceiving a tip from a man who said he’d
seen child porn on Biron’s computer.
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Bliss, available at ffi-f.org/shop.

Priest on abuse list

now that he’s dead

Fr. Donald Musinski has been added
to the Archdiocese of Milwaukee’s list
of clergy restricted because of substan-
tiated allegations of sexual abuse of
children, 15 years after the victim first
accused him, the Journal Sentinel re-
ported Dec. 1.

The archdiocese did not announce
Musinski’s addition to the list, possibly
because he is deceased, said spokes-
woman Julie Wolf. He died at age 69
in 2006. He was ordained in 1962 and
served parishes in Milwaukee, Belgium
and Johnsburg before retiring in 1999.

The victim, Karen Konter, now 54,
reported Musinski to the archdiocese
in 1997. She said Musinski began mo-
lesting her when she was 8, progress-
ing to rape by the time she graduated
from eighth grade. She said the priest
took advantage of her, “an isolated and
ostracized little girl, hobbled by polio
and numerous surgeries,” as the Jour-
nal Sentinel put it, at St. Adalbert’s on
Milwaukee’s south side.

U.K. Scouts mull
atheist membership

The Telegraph reported Dec. 3 that
the British Scouting movement is work-
ing on plans to draft an alternative
godless oath and let atheists become
full members and group leaders for
the first time. For more than 40 years,
versions of the promise have existed
allowing Muslims to pledge allegiance
to Allah and Hindus to substitute the
words “my Dharma.”

The traditional pledge mentions
“duty to God and to the Queen, to help
other people and to keep the Scout
Law.”

Scouting founder Robert Baden-
Powell in his book of advice for boys,
“Rovering for Success,” compared
atheism to gambling, excessive drink-
ing, smoking and syphilis as a danger
to be avoided.

Bible played role
in boy’s death

Police said 7-year-old Roderick Ar-
rington was beaten to death by his par-
ents because he didn’t read the bible
and do his homework, the Las Vegas
Sun reported Dec. 3. The boy’s stepfa-
ther, Markiece Palmer, 34, and mother,
Dina Palmer, 27, were charged with
murder, child abuse and neglect.

Roderick died after being taken
to the hospital on Nov. 30. A doc-
tor reported he had fixed pupils,
bruises all over his body and but-
tocks showing “fresh open wounds.
Markiece Palmer told police he
spanked his stepson because he lied
about reading a chapter in the bible
and didn’t do his homework. He ad-
mitted he hit the boy on multiple occa-
sions with his belt, a spatula, a wooden
paddle and his hands.

On one Facebook photo, Markiece
Palmer wrote, “My babies they make
me happy. GOD bless the children!!!”

On another photo of the boy,
Dina Palmer wrote, “I wanna do bet-
ter 4 my son, my family, myself, 4 you

( They Said What?!

You know what do you do with a bul-
ly? If a bully keeps getting his way and
intimidating kids on the playground
and nobody stands up for themselves,
then the bully is encouraged and em-
boldened and continues to bully more
and more people. But when a little kid
is being bullied and he turns around
and punches the bully in the mouth —
metaphorically speaking, of course —
then the bully is oftentimes proven to
be a paper tiger.

Matt Barber, attorney and conservative
Christian radio host, attacking FFRF
for contesting an illegal nativity scene
in the public median in Michigan
rightwingwatch.org, 12-10-12
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Why are Christians so
easily threatened?

The day before Thanksgiving,
stressed out that we had to feed over
20 people the next day, I walked into
a store to buy a vacuum cleaner belt.
Waiting in line, I heard the shop own-
er say to the customer in front of me,
“God Bless and Happy Thanksgiving.”
When my transaction was over, he said
the same thing to me, an atheist.

As an atheist, did I automatically as-
sume that he was waging a war against
me? Of course not. In fact, I was grate-
ful, over the course of a busy, stressful
day, that someone I didn’t even know
took the time to wish me well. I smiled
back and wished him a Happy Thanks-
giving.

So why do Christians get so up-
set when someone doesn’t respond
with “Merry Christmas?” Is their faith
so insecure, so lacking in substance,
that they take every seasonal greeting,
in whatever form, as a threat to their
faith? As a war on their faith?

O they of little faith.

Matt Birkenhauer
Kentucky

Keep Constitution
safe from zealots

The economy is picking up, I'm
back to work and it’s time I contribute
to the effort to keep the Constitution
safe from religious zealots. The prob-
lems America faces will never be re-
solved using superstition as a guide.

Enclosed you will find my check for
$1,000 to become a Lifetime Member.

Thank you for the wonderful work
you do,

Brian Fetherstonhaugh
California

Atheist appreciates
Foundation’s work

Over the course of this election sea-
son, I felt the urge to donate to FFRF
on such a regular basis that I may as
well just upgrade to a Lifetime Mem-
bership! Though I'm an atheist and
rabidly anti-religion, I must confess to
the following:

I love Christmas trees and singing
Christmas carols, I say “bless you” when
someone sneezes, | use several expres-
sions and swear words with “god” in-
cluded, I have an angel collection and
numerous other religion-related habits
that, like old superstitions, are hard to
overcome.

These proclivities remained secret
for the years of my regular member-
ship and will hopefully be forgiven of
me as a Lifetime Member.

I do not always have the courage
to speak out as an individual, so I rely
on your organization. Along with my

What Is a
Freethinker?

free-think-er n.
A person who

forms opinions

about religion
on the basis of reason,
independently of
tradition, authority, or
established belief.

membership contribution, you all have
my thanks and admiration. I fear your
perseverance will be sorely needed in
the near future.

Yvonne M. Nantais

North Carolina

Sending our support

from Pennsylvania

I contacted Dan Barker and FFRF
previously to thank you for helping
us make the 2012 Pennsylvania State
Atheist/Humanist conference a suc-
cess, but I'm also pleased to write to
let you know that our board of direc-
tors has decided to send a donation
to FFRF as additional thanks for your
help.

Please accept the enclosed $1,000
donation and our gratitude for all that
you did to support the conference. We
couldn’t have done it without your sup-
port, and we hope that the foundation
can use this donation to further pro-
tect the civil rights of nonbelievers on
the national level.

Brian Fields
President
Pennsylvania Nonbelievers Inc.

Contributor impressed
with legal team

I continue to be impressed with
FFRF’s effectiveness, especially, but not
limited to, the work of the legal depart-
ment.

Enclosed is a donation in the
amount of $1,000. My experience is
that restricting donations to particular
purposes is an administrative nuisance
and is to be discouraged. Therefore,
other than to say that this donation
is not intended to go into an endow-
ment, feel free to use it in whatever way
you feel is most productive.

Of course I would love to see this
help support the work of your legal
team, but if what you really needed
was, for example, funds to buy com-
fortable chairs and lamps for a reading
room, that would be fine with me.
Professor Paul Newman
Indiana

Commandments’ Moses

was wholly Jewish

The Christian brouhaha over the
Ten Commandments is amazing. It is,
after all, a Jewish document.

Three cheers for the work you do.
Marillyn Owens
Michigan

Black collar crimes
leave impression

One thing puzzles me, how do you
gather all those “black collar” crimes?
By computer?

Keep up your good work. It’s teach-
ing a lot of people what religion really
is! The problem is that your members
already know what religion really is.
How do we get others to read what is
on the wall?

I just had the local sign company
paint the tailgate of my truck with the
following message: The world’s #1
problem is — Too many people.
Bernie Schatz
Minnesota

Editor’s mote: Helpful readers send in
black collar clippings from newspapers, but
we also find scads of them online just by
searching for words such as “pastor; rabbr,
imam and priest.” There are also websites
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Charles Fletcher Thompson, Massachusetts, says his next rubber stamp
(available from various sources) will say FAITH IS FOR FOOLS. “T’ve put
thousands of these ‘fixed’ bills in various denominations (ha!) into circulation.
If the Supreme Court refuses to even consider the matter, we rational folks
have to take it upon ourselves to fix this egregious violation of our rights.”

that focus on crimes by clergy.

What would Freud

think about hate mail?

As a recovering Catholic, I say keep
up the good work in holding the Cath-
olic bishops accountable for their elec-
tioneering sins.

I love the crank mail, so keep pub-
lishing those “love offerings.” I es-
pecially love the letters from those
Klan-inclined folk from Alabama, Ten-
nessee, Texas, etc., complete with all
the misspellings and poor grammar.
It’s amazing what a fixation these Chris-
tians have with shoving things “up your
ass.” I wonder what Freud would think.

As a nurse who works in psych, I
know what I think of such scatalogi-
cal writers. I see fear, hate, anger and
much imbalance, because they see
their xenophobic and ethnocentric
way of life fading away, with the ever-
changing demographics.

Darren Foster
Wisconsin
o0 0

I really do enjoy the crank mail,
great for a slow negative head shake,
then a smile, then a full horse laugh.
How wonderfully distressed would
the writers be if they knew how enter-
taining some of us find their bluster?
These crank messages do, indeed, sup-
port the notion that less education is
associated with more religion.

It appears that the writers live in
great fear and feel compelled to make
sure everyone else does, too. I don't,
but I do feel sorry for those many who
do not quite trust their savior, fear that
they have offended him and believe
they may be on their way to hell.

Our cranks did not invent hell.
Rather, fear of hell is a prominent part
of the Abrahamic culture in which they
were born. To be acceptable to the
culture, to fit in, they have to believe,
or appear to believe, what their tribe
believes. Questioning the precepts of
their culture is a threat to the culture
and their acceptable place in it. Hence,
they, in turn, threaten and curse any-
one who questions their beliefs.

In contrast, I like Apple’s advertis-
ing slogan in 1997: “Think different.”
It’s different thinking that created the
iPhone, iPad and Androids, created
not by a god but by hundreds of thou-
sands of people around the world who
“think different.”

Thinking differently, as we do, with-
out fear, gives us good reason for a jolly
laugh. Thanks, cranks!

Ray Moody
Honolulu

Biblical tale stinks,
as boat would have

My objective is to ridicule one of the
significant stories in the bible:

Once upon a time there was a
600-year-old man who had three sons.
All four were married.

This family built a very large boat,
which had three decks and a platform
area about half the size of a football
field. After the boat was loaded with
animals, it proceeded to rain heav-
ily for just under a thousand hours.
During this period, the rain rate was
equivalent to over 3 million inches per
year over the whole Earth’s surface. At
the flood’s height, the amount of water
(about a billion cubic miles) was four
to five times that which presently exists
on Earth.

The family watched as their relatives
and acquaintances drowned, as well as
trillions of animals. The dead would
include all the birds not onboard and
most fish. The salt from the rising
ocean waters would kill all freshwater
fish, and at the height of the flood, the
seawater was diluted with fresh water
from the rain such that the amount of
salinity was reduced by roughly 75%.
This would kill off most marine ani-
mals. All this would have caused the
atmosphere to become very aromatic
with decaying bodies.

This family must have been very
busy feeding all the millions of ani-
mals. They would be required to toss
tons of urine and scat overboard every
day for about a year.

This family was not totally hard-
hearted. They housed hundreds of
poisonous snakes, rats and fleas, which
spread bubonic plague, and mosqui-
toes that spread malaria and kill over
a million people a year. Over the mil-
lennia, malaria has killed more than a
billion people.

One result of this flood was that all
vegetation above present-day sea level
and not on the boat would have been
destroyed. There are at least three rea-
sons for this:

Sea saltwater would destroy land
vegetation, vegetation would be un-
derwater for up to a year, and perhaps
most importantly, the water pressure
acting on the vegetation would be up
to 13,000 pounds per square inch. No
life above present-day sea level can
withstand this pressure. As a result,
when the animals were released, they
would not have anything to eat except
each other.

To state an obvious fact, ice floats
in water. This flood would have de-
stroyed all glaciers and the ice on the
North and South Poles. From ice core
samples (using tree ring type dating),
polar ice is known to have existed for
at least 400,000 years.

After the flood, how did the hun-
dreds of kangaroos get to and end up
only in Australia and flightless kiwi
birds end up only in New Zealand, etc.?

Interestingly, before the flood, there
were no wars, but afterward, almost
continuous battles. After the flood, the
hero of this story got drunk and fell
down on the ground naked.

Ronald L. Pelley
California

Editor’s note: Objective met, quite con-

vincingly.
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( Sharing the Crank Mail )

My, aren’t we cranky this month, the very
month Jesus their savior was born? Hit and mis-
sives are printed as received.

You piece of shit Marxist Communist! Go
live in Russia. Get the fuck out of here! Can’t

FFRF Information Request: You people
are sick, lonely, pieces of excrement. OK, it’'s
your right to be stupid enough to not believe in
God, but to FORCE YOUR SICK EVIL WAYS
on others through legislation, pressure, and
attempted intimidation is EVIL and WRONG.
Almighty God DOES exist, although not in
YOUR lifeless, soulless eyes. | would NOT want
to be you come the day of judgement. — “Suck-
my Schwang”

ridiculous: | find you people to be out of
line and unpatriotic. This nation was found as
One Nation “Under God” and if you don't like
it move to another Country. Having served this
Country along with a lot of fellow Veterans we
will put God on our side anyday, and if you don’t
like God used in the military or anywhere else
keep it to yourselves or move. You are a minor-
ity but can believe what you like, but abortion is
against God’s will and it folks like you that have
made it a political issue. Your organization is no
different than the KKK. — Tom Lemmer

Freedom From Religion: You people make
me fucking sick. You all don’t need any orga-
nization your just a bunch of attention-whores
crying like an infant who needs attention. | hope
you all realize how pathetic you all are and just
crawl back in your fucking caves. Yes that is my
real address and anyone who comes to meet
me there in a trespassing fashion will also meet
my vast gun and ammo collection in a unfriendly
way. — Steven Main

morons: r u clowns 4 freaking real when im
up in heaven ill b looking down at u freakin mo-
rons burning in hell id like 2 ¢ u on judgement
begging god and his son jesus 4 forgiveness but
then its 2 late burn in hell 4ever r tell god u r
sorry and ask 4 forgiveness

You’re watertower terrorists! I've conclud-
ed that your organization is deliberately target-
ing the water supply of an entire community by
threatening its water tower and what they do
with it. That makes you terrorists. You are just
evil, not to mention that you have no regard for
the safety of low flying aircraft in the darkest

months of winter near an area where the Great
Lakes exist that can perpetuate adverse weath-
er conditions. Any kind of marking lights on that
water tower is a good thing. It’s a small town.
They have what they can afford. Shame on you.
Why don’t you go to Colorado and attack the
cross on the side of the Rockies that is lit up at
night? Get a lifel — Mary Adler, Waldorf, Ill.

Sickening Joke: You sick cunts are a fuck-
ing pestilence. My hope is that God is real, and
you find out in the most awful way possible.
Secondly, | hope each one of your deaths is
slow, painful and cancer riddled. Fuck the lot of
you. — Marcus Armstrong

UP YOURS: Your full of shit up yours ass
holes. — Tony Roberts

assholes: why dont you idiots mind your
own business.stay in wisconsin and leave ev-
eryone else alone.u are liberal assholes. —
“Bendover Jerks”

Statue in Montana: You people are abso-
lutely out of your mind. You are all sick and men-
tally handicapped in my opinion. You can all go
to hell. — David Dempsey, Homer, Mich.

Then get out of the USA: If you don't like
living in the USA, then get out. We have free-
doms too. All ragheads, and people that don’t
believe in Christ should be shot. This makes me
so mad, it has been fine up until a bunch of you
self rightous dick wads want us all to be fair, well
life isn’t always fair, so buck up, shut up, and
kiss my ASS! — James Williams

You are all assholes: You fucking people
ought to mind your own business and let people
express their own beliefs - if you don’t agree
with it keep your fucking mouths closed and
don’t worry about it.....you are not the majority.
What a bunch of low life losers. — Stan Rohde

Hallelujah: You fags need to get a life, or
just do the world a favor and kill yourselves. Is a
statute on a ski slope really that offensive to you?
Seriously you all must be the most over sensitive
pussies in the world. Merry Christmas Bitches
— John Nelson, Houston, Texas

You are human trash: Just because one
of your stupid assholes doesn’t like a stat-
ue then it must be removed for everyone?
IDIOTS you sub-humans are! — Rick Lane

Freethought Today

Evolution? Does your organization believe
in “The THEORY of Evolution” ? If we have
evolved, explain why so many people are so
stupid as to vote for Barack Hussein Obama. If
we have evolved, why do so many people mur-
der their unborn? | can’t think of any animal that
does that, can you. — Britt Whit

no one: who the FUCK DO YOU THINK
YOU ARE? There is a God. And | think all of you
will be going to HELL. — “/ love God”

Scum: | look forward to pissing on your
grave, as well as all your children. Your nothing
but a bunch of little spoiled dbags . . . get a fuck-
en life!! — Mike Kelley— Travis Peebles, Texas

Texas: Don’t mess with Texas. We dont
need your Bullshit here.

Freedom From Religion! HEY, MERRY
CHRISTMAS...YOU COMMUNIST ASS
HOLES! — Stan Knowles

Haralson County High School: The people
of west Georgia have a way of life and for you
people up there in that dismal state of ugly girls,
snowdrifts, and millionaire athlete worship to
try to tear it down is disgusting, sad, repugnant
and insulting to every peace loving comm unity
on the planet. I'm sure you’d love to pick on
some Muslims but you four-eyed, dope smok-
ing geeks are too chicken shlt. — Jesup Gentry,
Atlanta, Ga.

Your Star: You should be sued for your in-
terference of an organization to excercise its
right of freedom of religion. If you don't like it
here in the US, then leave dummy!!! — Leroy
Smith

OF OF OF OF OF: IT'S FREEDOM OF
RELIGION NOT Freedom FROM Religion you
freaks! Read the Constitution! By asking gov-
ernment to HIDE religious events you are ask-
ing them to VIOLATE THE CONSTITUTION!
YOU ARE IDIOTS! PS: GOD WILL GET YOU
EVENTUALLY.

stay the hell out of my religion: bELIEVE
WHAT YOU WANT, BUT STAY THE HELL OUT
OF MY RELIGION AND WHAT | BELIEVE. GO
BACK IN YOUR SEWER AND STAY THERE —
Mickey Mathis, Brownwood

Freedom from religion: You're a bunch of
idiots. You will lift up your eyes in hell! Enjoy! —
Glen Kinard

stay within in you own state: mind your
own house. your work is ignorant, intrusive, and
serves no divine purpose. — Tawni Flick

Getting school to act on
rental charge for church

By Jeff Albright

hortly after I got back home
from the FFRF convention in October
in Portland, Ore., I started hearing ad-
vertisments on the radio where I live
in Clarkston, Wash. The ads were for a
church called Canyons Church and its
services at the Clarkston High School
auditorium.

This is our public high school of
which I am a 1980 graduate. I thought
this was curious — having church at
the public high school. When, eventu-
ally, I saw a huge billboard advertising
Canyons Church at Clarkston High
School (with no disclaimer by the
school), I decided I should look into
this situation.

I went to “Legal” at ffrforg/ and
clicked on “State/Church FAQ” on the
dropdown. I scrolled down and found
“Churches Meeting at Public Schools.”
FFRF said I could do a public records
request and would have to pay for cop-
ies of the information I am requesting.

The FAQ said to (1) ask the school
district for a copy of the rental con-

tract; (2) ask for verification that rent
has been paid up to date; (3) ask for a
copy of the school district’s rental rate
schedule to confirm that rent is reason-
able.

I emailed the superintendent with
the public records request on Nov. 11.
He replied on Nov. 13 that he would
have the information to me by Now.
20. On Now. 19, I received a phone call
from Wendy, the executive director
for financial services, who said I could
pick up the information at the school
district office.

I paid $1.05 for the copies (eight
pages) and went home to study them.
A cover letter was attached and in part
said, “The third request asks for the
current payment status of the Canyons
Church account. Canyons Church is
paid up through June 24, 2012. The
district is at fault for not billing be-
yond this date (up until Friday, Nov.
16, 2012) due to a glitch in our system
that we corrected on Friday. Invoices
totaling $4,648 were sent to Canyons
Church on Nov. 16.”

Hopefully, the church is up to date
and will stay that way.

FFRF’s FAQ also advised to monitor

signs and disclaimers. I did not find
any signs at the school other than on
the day of the service. There was, how-
ever, no disclaimer on the billboard in
neighboring Lewiston, Idaho.

One last thing: The contracts state
that all charges associated with use of
facilities will be paid in full within 10
business days of receipt of invoice from
the district. Yet the June 24 billing in-
voice date was 8/31/12, it was mailed
on 9/11/12, due date was 9/30/12,
and finally the invoice was paid on
10/15/12 (15 days late and apparently
without penalty).
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The crank mail from Greg Thomas
(below) has it backwards. Janice
Fry, Ohio, spotted this last spring in
Columbus.

National Holiday: I'd like to suggest April
1st as your group’s national holiday. — Greg
Thomas

assholes: Are you the Anti-Religion Nazi’s
that fucked over that town over it’s cross ? What
a bunch of fucking assholes. fuck off and die! —
David DeSau

Kansas Town Forced to Remove Cross:
Nothing but a group of progressive thugs. YOU
PEOPLE SUCK — Chris Marshall

Freedom: This is America so you are free
from religion. Your childish borish behavior to-
wards people of faith is really quite telling to
your character. This e-mail is sent with neither
malace or respect as | have none of either for
you. Oh who am | kidding “GO FUCK YOUR-
SELVES” — Michael White, Green Bay, Wis.

Your Org: Your fucking existence is offen-
sive to me, does my opinion matter? Or does
only your opinion matter? Also it is freedom from
the establishment of a state religion not freedom
from religion you psycho fucks. — Miles Bouck,
Carpenter, Va.

Jeff Albright with the school district
letter saying the district was going to
bill a church for use of a public school
auditorium.

This whole process was quite excit-
ing, I must admit. What shall I do next?

[Edutor’s note: Youre doing fine, Jeff, but
keep your powder dry. We try to gear FFRF’s
FAQ to citizen activism as much as possible,
depending on the situation. |

WOMEN
WITHOUT
SUPERSTITION
“No Gods—No Masters”
\]

Ttk COLLECTED WRITINGS OF
WOMEN FREETHINKERS OF THE
NINETEENTH & TWENTIETH CENTURIES

Edited by Annie Laurie Gaylor

Women Without Superstion
No Gods — No Masters

Edited by Annie Laurie Gaylor
The Collected Writings of Women Freethinkers of the
Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries

The first anthology of women freethinkers, featuring more
than 50 activists and writers critical of religion. Includes
biographical sketches, selected writings, 51 photographs,

Members — $24 by mail
Non-members — $30 by mail

Or shop online at: ffrf.org/shop

and full index.




Page 22

Freethought Today

Happy ‘high’
holidays

lobbied the city of Deerfield Beach,
Fla., to allow his Festivus pole made
of 23 Pabst Blue Ribbon cans next a
nativity scene at the main fire station.
Asked “why 23?” Chaz says, “It’s a
nice prime number (I’'m a former
rocket scientist math nerd), and
during the research/build phase,

we lost (belch) one!” His website is
myactsofsedition.com/.

FFRF on
the road

FFRF Co-President Dan Barker (front, center) spoke Oct. 26 in Ohio at Kent
State University at an event sponsored by the Kent State Freethinkers. The
group’s motto is “We don’t want to believe; we want to know.”

“Does God Exist?” was the topic of a debate Oct. 26 at the University of Akron,
Ohio, between FFRF Co-President Dan Barker and Howard Ducharme, a
doctor of philosophy. The event was sponsored by the Secular Student Alliance,
a campus freethought club. From left are Dylan Morris, Dan Barker, Bob
LaBounty, Craig Bauman, Bryan Poole and Rob Frase.

£ RIPON

S COLLEGE—
¥ "

FFRF Co-President Annie Laurie Gaylor spoke Oct. 23 at Ripon College,
Ripon, Wis., about “Religion, Women and Politics” at an event sponsored by
the Secular Student Alliance. Co-President Dan Barker performed freethought
songs. From left are Dan Barker, Annie Laurie Gaylor, Brian Fritsch, Adam
Myers, Elly Davis, Samantha Sotiropoulos and SSA adviser Steve Martin. Martin
and SSA are trying to get the private school’s motto changed from “Fides
Christi Scientia” (Faith in Christ is knowledge).

So says Chaz Stevens, who successfully

December 2012

Madison, Wisconsin

Irving Berlin: ‘There were never such devoted sisters’

FFRF Officer Phyllis Rose, a retired librarian and university administrator, has
been a “faithful faithless” volunteer for more than a decade. Phyllis (right)
poses with sister Connie Sutton, visiting from New York City, in Freethought
Hall, FFRF’s offices in Madison, Wis. Connie, an anthropologist, is also a firm
freethinker. (Photo by Katie Daniel)

FFRF Attorney Andrew Seidel gave a presentation entitled ‘Debunking
American Creation Myths’ to the Ethical Humanist Society of Chicago. He’s
pictured with the FFRF Metropolitan Chicago Chapter, from left to right: Brian
McCaskill, Board Member, Steve Foulkes, Webmaster, Andrew Seidel, Evan
Kane, Vice President, Elizabeth Cavell, FFRF part-time attorney, Tom Cara,
President.

‘A Civil Discourse’

Staff Attorney Stephanie Schmitt (at right, center table)

ably represented FFRF in Greenfield, Wis., at a forum Nov. 19 on “Religious
and Cultural Diversity and Tolerance.” It was part of “A Civil Discourse” series
sponsored by the Greenfield Listening Debates Alliance. Topics included
nativity scenes, prayers in school, FFRF’s IRS lawsuit and the health care
mandate. Several FFRF members came to learn and show their support, Schmitt
noted. Other participants were moderator Bill Stevens and panelists Zulfukar
Ali Shaw, Muslim Society of Milwaukee; Karl Fabrize, Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church pastor; and Robert Shellady, Catholic Archdiocese of Milwaukee.
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Meet an Intern
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Legally bland,

Name: Callahan (Calli) Hyde
Miller.

When and where I was born:
Dec. 30, 1992, in Waukesha, Wis.
I’'ve lived my whole life, up until
moving to Madison, in Wauwatosa.

Family: My mom (Kari), my
dad (Patrick), my little brother
(Charlie, 16), my little sister (Mi-
chaela, 14), and, of course, most
importantly, my golden retriever
Murphy (10).

Education: I'm currently en-
rolled at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison and majoring in soci-
ology with a certificate in criminal
justice. I plan to double major, but
I’'m not sure in what yet. I gradu-
ated from Wauwatosa West High
School in 2011.

My religious upbringing was:
Lutheran, but my formal religious
association never went beyond
baptism as a baby, besides the oc-
casional forced Easter/Christmas
services.

How I came to work as an FFRF
legal intern: I heard about the op-
portunity through the UW-Madi-
son student organization Atheists,
Humanists and Agnostics, of which

Calli 1s not

I am treasurer. We’ve worked with
FFRF pretty frequently. For exam-
ple, FFRF generously helped fund
our inaugural free conference,
Freethought Fest, in 2012, where
Annie Laurie Gaylor gave a speech
entitled “God Fixation Won’t Fix
This Nation.” Dan Barker is speak-
ing at Freethought Fest 2013 in
March, and we’ve hosted him as
part of our Freethought Speakers
Series in the past.

What I do here: I do whatever
the staff attorneys need. Mostly,
I help write letters and follow-up
letters to various people and or-
ganizations nationwide who are
committing state-church viola-
tions, as well as do research on
some of the tips sent in from FFRF
members on potential violations. I
also help drink the coffee, out of
the kindness of my heart.

What I like best about it: The
coffee (just kidding)! I'm really
enjoying all of the formal writing
experience, as well as learning
more and more about constitu-
tional law. It has definitely been,
and continues to be, a very valu-
able experience that I'm thankful

for.

Something funny that’s hap-
pened at work: I find it endlessly
amusing how someone is almost
always offering me food. And by
“endlessly amusing,” I mean “the
best thing ever.”

My legal interests are: I like the
more sociological aspects of law,
meaning the law in action versus
the law on the books. I'm really
interested in the field of criminol-
ogy. I plan to go to law school after
I graduate from UW.

My legal heroes are: Elle Woods.
(Just kidding! OK, I'm not kid-
ding.) But I think I’ll have to go
with my dad on this one, since he’s
a lawyer and thus really was the
driving force behind my interest
in law and politics. [Elle Woods is
a character played by Reese With-
erspoon in “Legally Blonde.”]

These three words sum me up:
Easily distracted, sleepy.

Things I like: Dogs, Lord of the
Rings, folk music, boots.

Things I smite: Bugs, the meat
industry, sinus infections.

Fun fact: I worship macaroni
and cheese.

Calli Miller
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DARKTOLIGHT: A secular coming together

By Fred Strong

In Portland, Ore., the city that Huff-
ington Post considers America’s least
religious, we seculars have a plethora of
meetups, discussion groups, potlucks,
talent programs and lectures through-
out the year. In recent years, we’ve seen
the emergence of more large-scale un-
dertakings such as the annual Portland
Humanist Film Fest.

Another event, in its third year,
that’s gaining national attention is
DARKTOLIGHT.

DARKTOLIGHT is the manifesta-
tion of an idea that came to me many
years ago concerning a desire to have
a secular event to celebrate in Decem-
ber, the month when the world around
us goes mad with hyperreligiosity. As
a composer and arts lover, I knew that
music and art would definitely be a
part.

I decided to center the event on the
Winter Solstice, a natural, celestial oc-
currence that carries with it very deep
symbolic implications having to do
with the very essence of the cycle of
life itself. The emergence from dark-
ness and death into the seasons of light

and life became, in my mind, a meta-
phor for a paradigm shift in human at-
titudes from myth-based thinking to an
enlightened world of scientific reason.

In 2008, working with a soprano
duo and a roster of musicians and
performers who would work for little
or nothing, I booked the 140-seat the-
ater of the Portland Music Community
Center for Dec. 21. I'd written a work
called “Songs for Winter Solstice,” con-
sisting of three contrasting songs. But
when Portland was hit by an unusual
cold front that essentially crippled a
city ill-equipped to deal with radical
weather conditions for close to two
weeks, DARKTOLIGHT 2008 became
a casualty.

In 2009, working with Center For
Inquiry—Portland and the Humanists
of Greater Portland, we held a joint
potluck and interested several per-
formers. DTL had its “sort of” debut.

The above groups approached me
in 2010 and agreed to fund a small
DARKTOLIGHT. I booked the 140-
seat theater again, got the sopranos
back on board and assembled a very
accomplished group of actors, singers,
songwriters and musicians. Kol Sha-
lom, a secular Jewish group, helped
with an ad in the program. We were all
nervous — no secular event like this
had ever been attempted here.

Then the crowd started coming.
Couples, families, children, teens,
small groups and, before long, we
realized we had a hit. DTL 2010 was
standing room only! And, with the
donations received and the sale of re-
freshments, the new event was fiscally
almost a break-even affair.

I took 2011 off for personal reasons
while receiving a fair number of inqui-
ries about whether there’d be a solstice
show in December. Early in 2012, CFI-
Portland agreed with my vision of a
much larger, bolder event, one truer

The cast of BANG! ranges in age from Maeve O’Connor, 11, to Joyce Lackie
and Kay Byerly of the Spring Chickens, an Americana roots duo in their 70s.

(Andy Ngo photo)

to my original vision but also with a
higher price tag.

I began putting together the newest
incarnation of DTL called BANG! We
booked a 200-seat, professional the-
ater space and are doing three shows
with a cast of 14 and four instrumen-
talists. BANG! takes the audience on a
trip through time and space from the
big bang to present-day Earth, with a
humanist message about our choices
and responsibilities. The music ranges
from doo-woop to hip-hop and folk to
jazz.

DARKTOLIGHT is a special time of
secular togetherness, a cultural tether
to fill us with a sense of pride, purpose
and community. We encourage all lo-
cales to celebrate the solstice in their
own way. We need to start establishing
our own culture, arts and traditions,
and it can certainly be done in ways
that reflect individual locales.

We’ll perform BANG! at Portland
Metro Arts on Friday, Dec. 21, at 7 p.m.

and on Dec. 22 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Go to darktolight.org/ for more informa-
tion.

As a proud member of FFRF, I am
very honored that you have allowed
me this chance to be spotlighted in
Freethought Today. Please say “hi” if
you attend BANG! By supporting each
other, we support the greater cause.

Fred Strong lives in Portland with his
partner; Sandra Brown, and her five cals.
He holds a B.A. in composition from Old
Dominion University, Norfolk, Va. As he
works toward making his avocations (writ-
ing, composition, songwriting) his vocation,
he owns and operates a small but popular
sustainable irrigation company.

In 2011, his humanist choral piece “The
Well” was performed in the U.S. Capitol by
the Women’s Vocal Ensemble of Clark Col-
lege, Vancouver, Wash.
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Happy Winter Solstice

Freedom From Religion Foundation
Metropolitan Chicago Chapter

Madison, Wisconsin
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Men in Black: Bill of Rights
‘nativity’ honored in Niles

Members of the FFRF Metropolitan Chicago Chapter gathered
by their new Winter Solstice sign in Niles, Ill. From left are
Rocco Gilio, Brian McCaskill, Bob Elmore, Steve Foulkes, Evan
Kane, Mark Roffle and Frederick Rhine. McCaskill, Foulkes

and Kane are board members. The colorful image depicts

the founders reverently standing or kneeling before a manger
containing the Bill of Rights. The chapter, directed by Tom Cara,
posted the secular display to counter religious displays in the
Village of Niles Plaza, which regularly include a life-size nativity
scene in December. Warm thanks to Jake Fortin and Rimon Bar

for the sign idea and artwork. Jake hosts “The Good Atheist”
(thegoodatheist.net/), a Canadian podcast about all things atheist.

Away with the manger, in with the solstice!

Statement by the Freedom From Religion
Foundation on placement of its Winter Sol-
stice nativity at the Wisconsin Capitol:

For a fact, the Christians stole
Christmas. We don’t mind sharing the
season with them, but we don’t like
their pretense that it is the birthday of
Jesus. It is the Birthday of the Uncon-
quered Sun — Dies Natalis Invicti Solis.

Christmas is a relic of Sun worship.

For all of our major festivals, there
were corresponding pagan festivals
tied to natural events. We’ve been
celebrating the Winter Solstice, this
natural holiday, long before Christians
crashed the party. For millennia, our
ancestors in the Northern Hemisphere
have greeted this seasonal event with
festivals of light, gift exchanges and
seasonal gatherings.

The Winter Solstice is the reason
for the season. The Winter Solstice, on
Dec. 21 this year, heralds the symbolic
rebirth of the Sun, the lengthening of
days and the natural New Year.

We nonbelievers are quite willing
to celebrate the fun parts of anybody’s
holidays. We just want to be spared
the schmaltz, the superstition, and the
state/church entanglements.

The customs of this time of year
endure because they are pleasant cus-
toms. It’s fun to hear from distant fam-
ily and friends, to gather, to feast, to
sing. Gifts, as freethinker Robert Inger-
soll once remarked, are evidences of
friendship, of remembrance, of love.

The evergreens displayed now as in
centuries past flourish when all else
seems dead, and are symbols, as is the

returning Sun, of enduring life.

In celebrating the Winter Solstice,
we celebrate reality.

We are unveiling a tableau that cel-
ebrates the human family, reason and
the Winter Solstice.

® Our wise-people depict the athe-
ists and scientific giants, Darwin and
Einstein, who have enlarged human
understanding of the natural world
far more than the bible or any “holy
books.” They were both nonbelievers
as was progressive reformer Emma
Goldman, representing wise women
everywhere. The irreverent literary
genius Mark Twain is added for good
measure.

¢ Although Venus, like Mary, was a
mythical fertility figure, this image, af-
ter which a planet was named, repre-
sents our solar system.

® Thomas Jefferson, a Founding Fa-
ther, was a passionate advocate of sepa-
ration of religion and government and
would have disavowed Christian devo-
tional scenes on state property.

® Our “angels” are also natural. The
Statue of Liberty symbolizes freedom,
and the astronaut represents the hu-
man achievements of science unfet-
tered by religious dogma.

® Our baby was chosen partly for
simple egalitarianism, and partly be-
cause it’s high time we adore female
children as much as male children,
and to acknowledge that humankind
was birthed in Africa.

FFRF would vastly prefer that gov-
ernment buildings and seats of gov-
ernment be free from religion, and
irreligion. It is divisive. The rotunda

Remunder: Jan/Feb 1s

a combined 1ssue.

is getting very cluttered. But if a devo-
tional nativity display is allowed, then
there must be “room at the inn” for all
points of view, including irreverency
and freethought.

FFRF gratefully acknowledges the excep-
tional carpentry work and enthusiasm of

Andrew Seidel. Thanks also to Katie Dan-
tel, Melanie Knier and Scott Carney for
their invaluable help in creating the natural
nativity on very short notice. Part of this
statement was adapted from a 1985 Winter
Solstice speech by Anne Nicol Gayloy, FFRF
president emerita.

8, Special New Year’s
- Gift Membership Offer!
| Help FFRF Grow!

Enlighten those on your gift list!
Gift Memberships 2 for $50!

Memberships regularly start at $40. This offer applies only to current FFRF mem-
bers giving new U.S. gift memberships—not renewals for yourself or others. No excep-
tions please. Offer expires Jan. 15, 2013. Recipients will receive a Winter Solstice
card notifying them of your gift. Gift is deductible for income-tax purposes to donor.

U I would like to give 2 gift memberships at only $50:

Recipient #1 Recipient #2
Name Name
Address Address
City/State/Zip City/State/Zip

Offer expires Jan. 15, 2013
Order from:

Name of Donor (must be current FFREF member)

Street Address

City/State/Zip

Daytime phone / Email address (in case of questions)



