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A sampling, printed as received, of FFRF’s 
recent fan mail:

Praying for dan & Laurie
Obviously you have been deceived by Sa-

tan himself. I pray daily that God will deliver 
you from Satan’s snare and save you from your 
sins! YOU CANNOT control my praying nor the 
1000’s I will get praying for your salvation!!!  
— Dave Qualls

Mississippi
You are free to visit us here in Mississippi, 

However, leave your liberal, anti-God ideas at 
home. In case you didn’t know it, the name of 
your outfit is a bastardization of the true consti-
tutional statement of ‘freedom of religion’. Thank 
You, and BUTT OUT! — Lowell McAfee

GOD
IF IT WERE NOT FOR JESUS CHRIST 

THER WOULD BE NO CHRISTMAS, DUMB 
ASS . I HAVE SEEN THE POWER OF 
CHRIST FIRST HAND AND SOME DAY YOU 
WILL TOO. I HOPE I AM THERE TO SEE IT.  
— ROBERT DE GREGORIO

Discrimination
No one is making you believe in GOD-Dog 

which ever way you want to say it. You might 
have sold your soul to the devil but its not to 
late. Why was we put on earth...maybe to see 
who will stand by GOD. Please don’t think I try-
ing to be mean. I’ll be praying for your group! 
— Joy Believe, 316, John Faith, WI

FAGS
WHEN YOU GO TO CHURCH TODAY< 

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE MILITARY 
PEOPLE THAT HAAVE TO SERVE WITH 

THE FAGS>  IF A FAG GETS WOUNDED 
IN COMBAT,THEIR AIDS INFECTED BODY 
SHOULD BE LEFT WHERE THEY ARE IN-
JURED. — Stephanie Miller

300 characters?
Why don’t you give me enough room to 

voice my opinion, are you afraid of what I might 
say? 300 characters is like giving crabs to a 
prostitute not enough punishment. See you on 
facebook. — Jerry Jones

To staff attorney
If you and you organization feel threatened 

by our praying in Yakima to the Creator of all 
there is please use your God given right by this 
great country to be free to leave and go to a 
country that does not believe in God. Merry 
CHRIST-mas. — David Pankey

I will fight this group to the end! 
You know China is free from freedom of re-

ligion...MOVE THERE! I have God on my side! 
One Nation Under God We Stand! God doesn’t 
make you love and obay him its your free will. 
Alfa and Omaga always has been always will 
be. — Grace Faith, Heaven, WI

Brookville, IN
Leave the Nativity Scenes alone and mind 

your own HELLbound business. People around 
here have FAITH. Something will only under-
stand after you face your maker. Your parents 
have failed you and your supporters will burn in 
hell with you. — John Doe

Nativity
Here in Oregon we want you to stay 

out of our bussniss. This aint your state.  
— priestessofhell@stupid.com

hi
BUTT OUT!!! GO TO ANOTHER COUNTRY 

AND LIVE!!! GO BACK TO THE STATE OF 
WISCONSIN AND LIVE THERE!!!  WE DON’T 
WANT YOU HERE!!!  GO AWAY!!! IF I WANT 
TO STAND ON A STREET CORNDER AND 
RECITE BIBLE VERSES I WILL AND YOU 
CAN’T STOP ME.  FREEDOM OF SPEACH!!!!  
YOU BUNCH BUBBLE HEADS. GROW UP!!  
— Lynnett Lonaker

Dear Hitler, 
I realize you’re trying to turn America into 

Nazi Germany. It’s a sad day when one cry baby 
complains that a nativity scene hurts his po wit-
tle feelings...and asks hims big bwuver (you) to 
help him get the scene taken down. For every 
turd out there that complains about Christmas 
being “religion shoved down” their throat, Im 
gonna act out tend fold the opposite way! Thank 
you for igniting this powder keg. You think your 
sorry ass group is vocal? Eh....you guys are 
nothing but ants. Merry Christmas, mother fuck-
ers! — Hue G. Rekshun

what is your problem
You have no business to try to get rid of the 

nativity scene in Wabash, IN.  FFRF is going to 
hell — Anonymous

“Freethinkers”
I will be praying for you sick sick people. 

God loves you no matter what, and remem-
ber their are no “Freethinkers” as you call 
them in Hell. They all believe in God now!  
— jesuslovesyou@heaven.com

f u
Screw you guys. You’re gonna burn. Matt. 

25:41 — Jesus Christ

Oh NO!
You up-tight fools got your panties in a 

bunch over prayers. Who’s to say that your 
views aren’t so called “myths”. Perhaps you 
liberal bitches should be the ones who should 
shut the fuck up and stop sticking your noses in 
other peoples business. Get your shit outve our 
business. — We Are Anonymous, We Do Not 
Forgive

MAY GOD HAVE MURCY ON YOUR 
SOUL

You seam to be self center people, just like 
the sience comunity. You take the liberties that 
our four fathers fought for. Your promotting an-
rchy against the very foundation that has pro-
tected you’ll. I could go as far as to call all of you 
hipocrites and communist. In the BIBLE. Revu-
lation it speaks of people looking to themselves 
and growing more wicked as generation pass. 
Seeing communities as yourselves has shown 
TRUTH of profficies spoken in the BIBLE. You 
are being fullfilled. A magin that, a book writen 
3000 year ago. — curtis perry

Giles County Schools
You folks are allowing Satin to rule you!!! 

Shame on you, I hold your organization re-
sponsible! I am praying that you will be strong 
enough to run Satin out of your life, because we 
will fight for Jesus in Giles County. You might 
win the battle, but I promise you, without Jesus 
you WILL NOT win the war! Following Satin is 
such an easy out – following Jesus is the chal-
lenge and thus makes us Christians stronger. 
— Toma Eaton

Sharing the Crank Mail

The Foundation received its usual 
quota of religious Christmas cards in 
December, the general tone of which 
was more civil than the Crank Mail. A 
sampling:

• An envelope from the Howards 
in Texas had “Happy Birthday Jesus” 
stamped in red above and below our 
address and on the flap in back.

• One addressed “To Dan” from 
Rogersville, Tenn., proclaimed “Eter-
nity is too long to be wrong! Praying 
for you buddy.”

• The whole of the Rogersville Bap-
tist Temple may have signed a card in 
which was enclosed a Chick Publica-
tions anti-evolution tract. In it, a Chris-
tian student’s biblical truth wins out 
over his professor’s scientific “facts,” so 
much so that the teacher goes imme-

diately after class to the administration 
building to resign: “I’m sorry, gentle-
men, but I can no longer teach evolu-
tion. It can’t possibly be true.” (Notice 
that there are no gentlewomen accept-
ing his resignation.)

• From West Bend, Wis., came a 
card to “Anne Gaylord,” noting she’ll 
be remembered in daily Masses for 
one full year by (this is a mouthful) 

the Discalced Carmelite Community at 
the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
Mary, Help of Christians, at Holy Hill. 
(Discalced means “unshod or wearing 
sandals.”)

• “Thank you for your support — 
Mary, Joseph and Son Jesus” (Seattle).

• “A Christian and PROUD of it!” 
(Milwaukee)

• J.C., Beaumont, Texas, wrote on a 

card made in China: “Heavenly Father 
GOD, I come before in submitting my 
life to you. I have made a complete 
mess of my life and only YOU can 
make it better. Please forgive me and 
come into my heart.”

• A WallBuilders card (made in 
China) from R.W. with U.S. flags and 
Latin crosses and an In God We Trust 
bookmark with religious quotes from 
the nation’s founders.

• A Holy Night card with a National 
Rifle Association imprint: “ATTN R. 
Dawkins. I pray you turn your back on 
Satan and return to the Light.” (Ever-
ett, Wash.)

• “Your members probably experi-
ence difficulties in our society because 
of your views. Just letting you know that 
God loves you and so do we!” (Shel-
don, Iowa)

They simply can’t stop sharing! 

New Hampshire state Rep. Jerry Bergevin, R-Manchester, who sent the card 
above, left and center, is primary sponsor of a bill that says “an unborn child 
shall be included in the definition of ‘another’ for the purpose of first- and 
second-degree murder, manslaughter and negligent homicide.” At a 2009 
health care town hall, the Concord Monitor reported, Bergevin wore a shirt 
that said “The  Democratic Party is a cult of evil.” He asked [now former] U.S. 
Rep. Carol Shea-Porter how she could be a Catholic and support “abortion 
and euthanasia, which is in the Obama death care fascist program. Will you 
please repent of this mortal sin before it condemns your immortal soul?”

Woe to the Women
The Bible Tells Me So

 Delightfully 
illustrated by 

Alma Cuebas, it 
contains a valuable 

compendium of 
more than 200 

sexist verses. An 
essential guide for 
the reader who is 
too busy (or too 

non-masochistic) to 
study the bible.

Members — $16
Non-members — $20

Shop online at: ffrf.org/shop

By Annie Laurie Gaylor
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Massachusetts Bay Colony

I
nspired by Columbus, Pope Alexander VI declared on May 4, 1493, that, 

“The Catholic faith and Catholic religion be everywhere increased and 

spread”, and that “barbarous nations be overthrown and brought to 

the faith itself.” This doctrine of “Christian Discovery” was later adopted by 

Protestant colonizers.

The Pilgrims, a Separatist sect from the Church of England fled to 

Massachusetts Bay in 1620 aboard the Mayflower. The Mayflower Compact, 

considered the first document of self-government in North America, stated 

their purpose, “Having undertaken, for the Glory of God and advancement 

of the Christian Faith and Honour of our King and Country, a Voyage to 

plant the First Colony in the Northern Parts of Virginia.”

Later, another group of English religious dissidents, called Puritans, 

landed in Massachusetts Bay. They also wanted to bring Christianity to the 

heathens. The Great Seal of the Massachusetts Bay Company, which funded 

the Puritan venture, depicts an Indian with a scroll coming from his mouth 

that reads “Come Over and Help Us.” But the “heathens” in this territory 

were the Pequot people and they didn’t want help. The governor of the 

colony, John Winthrop, justified the taking of Pequot land by claiming it a 

legal “vacuum.” If the Indians resisted, the Puritans looked to Romans 13:2: 

“Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: 

and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.” 

D
amnation took the form of the Pequot War. Employing tactics 

we would now call terrorism, the English settlers attacked non-

combatants and burned villages. Those that escaped the flames were 

slain. As Puritan theologian Cotton Mather said, “It was supposed that no 

less than 600 Pequot souls were brought down to Hell that day.”

Romans 13:2

Whosoever therefore
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance

of God: and they that resist
shall receive to themselves damnation.

W
hite expansion into Indian land increased with the 

birth of the United States. The Indian Intercourse 

Act of 1790 was designed to acquire land through 

treaties. But white settlers often violated treaty boundaries. 

When the Indians resisted, U.S. military force was used to 

protect the settlers.

President Thomas Jefferson sought conciliation. He 

believed in peaceful coexistence and acculturation. 

Ironically, the non-religious president supported efforts to Christianize 

Indians in hopes that they would be assimilated into white culture and 

not displaced. Some tribes sought coexistence, but others chose armed 

resistance. Andrew Jackson chose a more ruthless policy than Jefferson. 

Jackson became famous for killing Indians in battle. Between 1814 and 1824, 

Jackson also played a major role in a series of treaties with the southern 

Indians that ceded millions of acres to land-hungry whites.

Jackson was elected president in 1828. In 1830, Congress passed the 

Indian Removal Act to relocate the remaining Indians to west of the 

Mississippi River. The Cherokee sued in the Supreme Court but lost. In 

1891, former Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story explained why, “As infidels, 

heathens and savages, they (the Indians) were not allowed to possess the 

prerogatives belonging to absolute, sovereign and independent nations. 

The territory over which they wandered and which they used for their 

temporary fugitive purposes, was in respect to Christians deemed as if it 

were inhabited only by brute animals.”

Most of the southern Indians were forcibly removed by the time Jackson’s 

presidency ended in 1837. In 1838 the last group of Indians, 16,000 Cherokees, 

were forced to march to Oklahoma in the Trail of Tears. Four thousand died 

along the way. Land was now available for the planting of cotton and the 

spread of slavery.

Psalms 2:8

 Ask of Me, and I will give You
The nations for Your inheritance, 

And the ends of the earth for
Your possession.

We are pleased to present the second installment of “One Nation Under God: 
A Bible History,” written and illustrated by Mike Konopacki. It was part of the 
coursework for his master of fine arts degree in 2010 from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and was also presented at FFRF’s convention in October.

Photo:  Brent N
icastro

Indian Removal
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Illinois gov signs  
civil union bill

Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn signed a civil 
union bill for same-sex and opposite-
sex couples into law Jan. 31. It goes 
into effect June 1.

“It’s an important moment in the 
land of Lincoln,” Quinn said. “We be-
lieve in civil rights and we believe in 
civil unions.”

Five states and the District of Co-
lumbia allow same-sex marriage. New 
Jersey grants civil unions similar to Il-
linois. Several other states, cities and 
counties grant domestic partnerships 
with varying legal rights.

Faith-healing death 
brings probation 

Herbert and Catherine Schaible, 
who belong to First Century Gospel 
Church in Philadelphia, were sen-
tenced Feb. 2 to 10 years’ probation 
after being convicted of involuntary 
manslaughter and child endanger-
ment last year for the death of their 
2-year-old son, Kent. He died from 
pneumonia after his parents prayed 
for him but never sought medical at-
tention.

The couple also must seek routine 
and emergency care for their remain-
ing seven children, ages 1 through 15.

“We are grieving and will always feel 
the loss of our son,” Herbert Schaible 
told the judge, pleading for leniency so 
he could continue to support the fam-
ily by teaching school at the church. 
“With God’s help, this will never hap-
pen again.”

Is it something in  
the (holy) water?

A commentary in the journal Sci-
ence on Jan. 28 by Michael Berkman 
and Eric Plutzer of Pennsylvania State 
University had some discouraging 
news.

The researchers surveyed 926 U.S. 
high school teachers about how they 
taught evolution and found that 13% 
of respondents advocated biblical cre-
ationism or “intelligent design” cre-
ationism in biology class. 

Only 28% “unabashedly introduce 
evidence that evolution has occurred 
and craft lesson plans so that evolu-
tion is a theme that unifies disparate 
topics in biology,” according to the re-
port titled “Defeating Creationism in 
the Courtroom, But Not in the Class-
room.” Most biology teachers belong 
to the “cautious 60%,” who are “nei-
ther strong advocates for evolutionary 
biology nor explicit endorsers of non-
scientific alternatives,” the study said. 

“I think the real amount of under-
teaching of evolution is likely even 
worse,” science literacy expert Jon Mill-
er of Michigan State University told 
USA Today. He published a 2007 re-
port in Science ranking the U.S. 34th 
out of 35 developed nations (ahead 
of only Turkey) on public acceptance 
of evolution. Nearly a third of U.S. 
respondents said evolution was “abso-
lutely false” in that study. “Not many 
teachers have the backbone to stand 
up to parents and school boards for 
evolution,” Miller said.

According to a Gallup Poll of 1,019 
U.S. adults surveyed in December, 40% 
of respondents believe God created 
humans in their present form about 
10,000 years ago. Another 38% believe 
God guided a process by which humans 

developed over millions of years from 
less advanced life forms, while 16% be-
lieve humans developed over millions 
of years without God’s involvement.

The “secular evolution” view has ris-
en from 9% in 1982 to 16% now.

Gallup surveyed U.S. adults Jan. 7-9 
and found 29% said religion should 
have more influence and 29% said it 
should have less influence. Another 
39% said organized religion’s influ-
ence is just right. The question didn’t 
specify what was meant by more or less 
influence.

Creationist teacher  
gets Ohio heave-ho

The Mount Vernon [Ohio] City 
Schools Board of Education voted 4-1 
on Jan. 10 to fire John Freshwater, a 
middle school teacher accused of in-
appropriate religious activity in the 
classroom — including displaying post-
ers with the Ten Commandments and 
bible verses, branding crosses on stu-
dents’ arms with an electrical device, 
espousing creationism and deploring 
homosexuality.

A local family sued Freshwater 
and the district in 2008 and received 
substantial settlements. Sporadically 
for the next two years, administrative 
hearings were held to determine if he 
should be fired. R. Lee Shepherd, the 
referee presiding over the hearings, 
recommended there was just cause 
for termination. District costs, mostly 
for legal counsel, are estimated at 
$902,000.

Freshwater tried “to make eighth-
grade science what he thought it 
should be — an examination of ac-
cepted scientific curriculum with the 
discerning eye of Christian doctrine,” 
Shepherd said. “[He] used his class-
room as a means of sowing the seeds 
of doubt and confusion in the minds 
of impressionable students as they 
searched for meaning in the subject of 
science.” Freshwater could appeal the 
decision.

Bible-chewing ‘devil 
dog’ found dead

Miriam Smith, 65, was charged Jan. 
23 with felony animal cruelty in Co-
lumbia, S.C., for allegedly hanging her 
nephew’s pit bull with an electric cord 
and burning its body. Smith told police 
that the female dog named Diamond 
was a “devil dog” that had chewed up 
her bible. She said she feared Dia-
mond would hurt neighborhood chil-
dren. Police said the year-old dog was 
kept outside on a chain and chewed a 
bible that was on Smith’s porch. The 
dog’s remains were found under a pile 
of dried lawn clippings, with a smell of 
kerosene still in the air.

Humanist group frees 
accused Malawi ‘witches’

A humanist group in Malawi paid 
fines to secure the release of three el-
derly women sent to prison after being 
accused of witchcraft.	

“We paid fines of $33 for each of 
the convicts. We are very very happy, 
although the fight is on to seek the re-
lease of 50 others,” George Thindwa, 
executive director of the Association 
of Secular Humanism, told Agence 
France-Presse on Jan. 11.

The women, ages 80, 72 and 62, 
were convicted in December after 
neighbors turned them in. They were 

sentenced to one year in prison be-
cause they could not pay the $33 fine. 
Half the population of 13 million live 
on less than a dollar a day.

The case highlighted concerns 
over rights violations in Malawi based 
on allegations of witchcraft. Belief in 
witchcraft and traditional medicine 
runs deep in this former British colo-
ny, largely dominated by Christians.
Thindwa, an economist by profession, 
said ASH has launched a nationwide 
campaign to fight for the rights of se-
nior citizens, especially women.

Bishop pulls Catholic 
off Phoenix hospital

Bishop Thomas Olmsted of the Dio-
cese of Phoenix announced Dec. 21 
that St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical 
Center in Phoenix can no longer iden-
tify itself as Catholic because it ended 
a woman’s pregnancy in 2009 to save 
her life.

Olmsted earlier excommunicated 
Sister Margaret McBride, a member of 
the hospital’s ethics committee, for al-
lowing the therapeutic abortion.

In a statement, the hospital refused 
to agree to Olmsted’s demand to never 
again perform an abortion. “Morally, 
ethically, and legally, we simply cannot 
stand by and let someone die whose 
life we might be able to save.”

Muslims sue Spanish 
teacher for ham mention

A high school teacher in southern 
Spain has been sued for child abuse by 
a Muslim student’s parents who claim 
the geography teacher “defamed Is-
lam” by talking about Spanish ham.

The incident occurred at the Insti-
tuto Menéndez Tolosa in La Línea de 
la Concepción. José Reyes Fernández 
was lecturing about Spain’s different 
climates and said Andalusia has the 
perfect temperature for curing Jamón 
Ibérico, a world-famous delicacy.

The Muslim student interrupted 
Reyes and, according to local newspa-
per reports, complained that mention-
ing pork was offensive to his religion. 
The suit alleges “abuse with xeno-
phobic motivations.” A section of the 
Spanish penal code makes it a crime 
to “offend the feelings of the members 
of a religious confession.” Spain has 
about 1.5 million Muslims, compared 
to about 100,000 in 1990.

Swiss will ban many 
foreign missionaries

Switzerland will ban from its nation 
all missionaries from non-European 
Union countries starting in 2012.

A recent decision by a Swiss court 
has established that missionary work 
is “gainful employment” and thus sub-
ject to employment quotas. The law 
restricts missionaries from all religious 

denominations.
The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints is officially not happy: 
“The church has a long history in Swit-
zerland dating back to 1850. We hope 
a solution can be found that allows mis-
sionaries, regardless of their country of 
origin, to continue to serve the Swiss 
people.”

Ugandan gay activist 
beaten to death

One arrest has been made in the 
Jan. 26 beating death of David Kato, 
46, a Ugandan gay rights campaigner 
who had sued a newspaper which out-
ed him as homosexual, BBC News re-
ported Jan. 27.

Uganda’s Rolling Stone newspaper 
published photos of several people it 
said were gay, including Kato, with the 
headline “Hang them.”

Though one suspect is under arrest, 
another one, who police say lived with 
Kato, is still at large.

Homosexual acts are illegal in Ugan-
da, and Christian evangelicals there 
and in the U.S. have preached against 
it as an abomination worthy of death.

‘Obama Prayer’ gets 
officer suspended

A Manatee County corrections offi-
cer in Bradenton, Fla., was suspended 
in January without pay for 25.8 hours 
for a perceived threat against Presi-
dent Obama involving an intercessory 
prayer and bible verse. Sgt. Matthew 
Neu circled Psalm 109:8 (“Let his days 
be few, and let another take his office”) 
with a pink highlighter in a bible and 
left it on another officer’s desk in Sep-
tember with a handwritten note that 
said “Obama Prayer.” The female of-
fice reported it after she read the next 
verse, “May his children be fatherless 
and his wife a widow.” No threat was in-
tended, said Neu, admitting he didn’t 
like Obama and got the bible from a 
stack for use by inmates.

Millions of Filipinos 
honor Black Nazarene

More than 2 million Filipino Catho-
lics paraded in Manila on Jan. 9 to hon-
or a centuries-old statue of Jesus called 
the Black Nazarene. Nearly 600 were 
treated for injuries in the crush trying 
to touch the icon, which is believed to 
have mystical powers.

The wooden statue is believed to 
have been brought from Mexico to 
Manila in 1606 by Spanish missionar-
ies. The ship that carried it caught fire, 
but the statue survived and was named 
the Black Nazarene.

Clemente Ignacio, rector of the ba-
silica in Quiapo, was overwhelmed by 
the turnout. “It means that the Catho-
lic population is growing, and the peo-
ple’s faith is also growing.”

In the News



Appeals court nixes 
Mount Soledad cross

The 43-foot-tall Latin cross on pub-
lic land on Mount Soledad in San 
Diego is an unconstitutional “govern-
ment endorsement of religion,” the 
9th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals ruled 
Jan. 4, the latest decision in a case that 
goes back to 1989. The unanimous 
three-judge appeals court sent the case 
back to a district court to determine if 
the religious cross can by some stretch 
of the imagination somehow be modi-
fied to “pass constitutional muster” as a 
war memorial.

The Mount Soledad Easter cross, 
erected in 1913, was first challenged 
in 1989 by the late Philip Paulson, the 
recipient in 2006 of FFRF’s first Atheist 
in Foxhole Award. (He died at age 59 
of liver cancer shortly after accepting 
the honor). Federal courts ruled in his 
favor in 1991 and 2005, but removal of 
the cross was thwarted by various mach-
inations, including transfer of the land 
by Congress to the U.S. Department of 
Defense in 2006.

After Paulson’s illness was diag-
nosed, Steve Trunk, another San Di-
ego-area vet and atheist, became party 
to the complicated lawsuit. Trunk, a 
longtime Foundation Board Member, 
had come up with the idea of an award 
for foxhole atheists.

In a 56-page opinion, Judge M. Mar-
garet McKeown wrote that “having 
considered its history, its religious and 
non-religious uses, its sectarian and 
secular features, the history of war me-
morials and dominance of the Cross 
— we conclude that the Memorial, 
presently configured and as a whole, 
primarily conveys a message of gov-
ernment endorsement of religion that 
violates” the constitutional provision of 
separation of church and state.

In recent years, small plaques have 
been placed on walls at the base of the 
cross in remembrance of military veter-
ans. McKeown said that did not change 
the fact that the cross is primarily a 
Christian symbol.

Defendants in the case are the city 
of San Diego, the U.S. government and 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates.

According to San Diego City Attor-
ney Jan Goldsmith, the practical effect 
of the appeals court decision is that the 
cross will have to be removed unless a 
full panel of appeals judges reverses 
the ruling or the Supreme Court ac-
cepts review and reverses it.

Trunk discussed the victory on the 
Jan. 8 Freethought Radio show:

ffrf.org/news/radio/

In God We Trust,
then horse manure

The next order of business for the 
Norco, Calif., City Council after vot-
ing 4-0 to install “In God We Trust” in 
its chambers was to put off a vote on 
whether to hire Chevron to study turn-
ing the city’s huge supply of horse ma-
nure into energy. Lots of people ride 
horses around Riverside County.

“I believe it will snowball from here,” 
Councilman Harvey Sullivan said at 
the Dec. 15 meeting. [He likely meant 
snowballing public trust in God, not in 
efficient energy from horse manure, 
which, as manures go, is quite light and 
nowhere near as dense as cow pie.]

The Riverside Press-Enterprise re-
ported that six people spoke in favor of 

the motto and no one opposed it. “It’s 
not a question of church versus state,” 
said resident Linda Dixon. “Our cur-
rent educators should teach the true 
history of what has made this country 
great and not question the validity of 
everything good.”

In a letter to Mayor Berwin Hanna 
from FFRF trying to head off the reso-
lution, Co-President Annie Laurie Gay-
lor, disagreed. “Elected officials should 
not use their government position and 
government buildings as a place for 
promoting their religious views,” wrote 
Gaylor.

Since 2001, a California group 
called In God We Trust America Inc. 
has worked to put the statement in “ev-
ery city, county and state chamber in 
America.”

Court: Commandments 
display ‘a sham’

A three-judge panel of the 6th Cir-
cuit U.S. Court of Appeals on Feb. 2 
upheld a district court decision that 
ruled a courtroom Ten Command-
ments display unconstitutionally en-
dorsed religion.

The case dates to 2000 when Judge 
James DeWeese of the Richland Coun-
ty [Ohio] Court of Common Pleas 
hung a Ten Commandments in his 
courtroom. The American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Ohio sued and won. In 
2006, DeWeese hung another poster 
with the Ten Commandments but enti-
tled “Philosophies of Law in Conflict.” 
The ACLU filed a new suit in 2008. 

The appeals court rejected De-
Weese’s argument that the poster con-
stitutes protected speech.

“DeWeese’s posters are situated in 
a courtroom, a public space, and were 
placed on the wall by a sitting judge 
charged with the decoration of that 
space while in office and presiding in 
the same courtroom. As such, we reject 
DeWeese’s contention that the display 
constitutes private religious expression 
protected by the Free Speech Clause, 
falling beyond the bounds of Establish-
ment Clause scrutiny,” wrote Judge Eric 
Clay. “[T]he history of Defendant’s ac-
tions demonstrates that any purported 
secular purpose is a sham.”

The court rejected what it called 
DeWeese’s attempt “to veil his religious 
purpose by casting his religious advo-
cacy in philosophical terms.”

50th state first
to stop prayer

The state Senate in Hawaii by unani-
mous vote Jan. 20 agreed to stop open-
ing daily sessions with prayers, making 
it the first state legislative body in the 
nation to halt the practice.

Senate rules previously said each 
session “shall open with an invocation.”

Majority Leader Brickwood Galute-
ria said new rules are flexible and allow 
prayers at the Senate’s discretion, such 
as on the opening day of each session, 
according to the Honolulu Star-Adver-
tiser. House leaders are still drafting 
rules and opened the new session with 
a moment of silence.

As reported in Freethought Today 
[Dec10], Mitch Kahle, president of Ha-
waii Citizens for the Separation of State 
and Church and an FFRF member, was 
assaulted by security in the Senate last 
April while standing to verbally object 
to the prayer. In December, a judge 
chastised the state for trying to pros-

ecute Kahle. He has filed a lawsuit.
Sen. Sam Slom, the chamber’s sole 

Republican, was the only one to speak 
against the rule change in debate.

Kahle’s group has also objected to 
the consolidated city-county govern-
ment of Honolulu giving churches free 
garbage collection.

“With 849 churches on Oahu, receiv-
ing service twice per week, it is reason-
able to assume this giveaway is costing 
taxpayers at least $1 million annually 
in revenue from lost fees,” said Kahle’s 
Jan. 7 letter. “In addition, the cost of 
providing said services must also result 
in substantial direct cost to taxpayers, 
including but not necessarily limited 
to, expenditures for trucks, equip-
ment, maintenance, employee salaries 
and benefits and disposal costs.”

The free service is illegal, Kahle said, 
because of a provision in the state Con-
stitution that bans tax levies or spend-
ing “except for a public purpose.”

Kahle, who will be named Freethink-
er of the Year at FFRF’s 2011 conven-
tion, discussed his battle against legis-
lative prayer Jan. 29 on Freethought 
Radio: ffrf.org/news/radio/

Newdow petitions for 
SCOTUS review

California attorney Michael New-
dow filed a petition Jan. 11 asking the 
U.S. Supreme Court to review an ap-
peals court’s 2010 rejection of his chal-
lenge to the placement of “In God We 
Trust” on U.S. currency as a violation 
of the separation of state and church.

“Devout atheists are forced to 
choose between not using what is of-
ten the only available legal tender 
and committing what they consider 
blasphemy,” Newdow argued in his 
petition. Newdow has separately chal-
lenged the phrase “So help me God” in 
the presidential oath and said he will 
also petition the court to remove “one 
nation under God” from the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Newdow told McClatchy News that 
the odds are stacked against him. “I 
think it is a sheer cliff with any court 

comprised of justices who are not athe-
ists themselves. I think they would 
rather avoid the political fallout than 
do what they are paid to do and up-
hold the rights of this disenfranchised 
minority; i.e., atheists.”

The court gets about 8,000 petitions 
a year and only hears about 80 cases. 
Four justices would have to agree to 
hear Newdow’s appeal.

Another battle over 
church and plate

The state of Vermont agreed in 
January to issue a vanity plate that says 
JN36TN to Shawn Byrne of West Rut-
land. It refers to John 3:16 in the New 
Testament.

The Vermont DMV had refused to 
issue it due to a policy barring religious 
messages. The 2nd Circuit U.S. Court 
of Appeals overruled a district court 
and said the ban was unconstitutional. 
Vermont Assistant Attorney General 
Bridget Asay said the state decided not 
to appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court.

UW Regents contest 
Catholic club ruling

The University of Wisconsin Sys-
tem Board of Regents asked the U.S. 
Supreme Court on Nov. 30 to review a 
2010 federal appeals court ruling that 
required UW-Madison to fund reli-
gious worship activities. 

The 2-1 decision in Badger Catholic 
Inc. v. Walsh by the 7th Circuit U.S. 
Court of Appeals said the university’s 
refusal to fully fund Badger Catholic, 
a registered student group formerly 
called the Roman Catholic Founda-
tion, violated its rights to free speech.

Badger Catholic had requested 
$253,000 in student fees. The univer-
sity funded most of that, but declined 
to approve about $35,000 earmarked 
for six religious worship activities. The 
university maintains it may limit use of 
public funds for religious worship with-
in the limited public forum it has cre-
ated for expressive student activities.
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State/Church Bulletin

Steve Trunk, FFRF Board Member, Lifetime Member and plaintiff in the 
Mount Soledad cross case, will receive the 2011 Atheist in Foxhole Award at the 
October convention in Hartford, Conn. (See more on page 24.)

Photo:  Brent N
icastro
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God doesn’t answer  
any 9-1-1 calls

I enjoyed the “Out of the Closet” 
billboards. I have been an atheist all of 
my life, even as a child, and it was very 
comforting to see those billboards. So 
I joined FFRF and read Dan Barker’s 
Godless. I am happy to see the great 
things being done by the organization, 
and my support will continue.

I am a paramedic who is on the 
streets every day risking my life for 
others, regardless of their race, creed, 
color, sexual orientation or religious 
beliefs. And I am an atheist.

I have compassion, don’t I? I have 
morals, don’t I? My religious col-
leagues are under the impression that 
God has made me a paramedic. I, how-
ever, strongly disagree and tell them 
that “God doesn’t answer 9-1-1 calls, 
good people do.” That tends to make 
them freeze and think for a moment.

If such a statement can make a para-
medic think about who the real hero 
is, maybe it can make others do the 
same. Please consider it for “Out of the 
Closet.”
Ruben F. Ortiz, MICP
New Jersey 

Panelist harassed  
for lack of belief

I work as a professional staff mem-
ber at a public university in Missouri, 
where I was asked to sit on a panel that 
was part of a series titled “What does it 
mean to be ——— in America.”

I sat first on the “Gay in America” 
panel. Everyone was polite and respect-
ful. I was then asked to sit on the “Re-
ligious/Spiritual in America” panel 
as the only atheist they could find. I 
agreed, thinking the panel and audi-
ence would be the same. Boy, was I 
wrong.

I was harassed not only by the audi-
ence members, but the other panelists 
as well. I made sure I was respectful 
and did not point out the hypocrisy of 
most of their statements, as the panel 
was to provide information, not debate 
the issue. But the minute I opened my 
mouth, I was berated for my lack of re-
ligious belief.

Two hours later, I was shaken and 
disturbed by the lack of decency, com-
mon sense and shame that was thrown 
at me. At least the moderator tried to 
step in and help, but they ignored her.

I give everyone at FFRF my utmost 
thanks. I hope that someday I can find 
other freethinkers near me so I don’t 
feel quite so alone.  
Dany Thompson
Missouri

Can’t come out till  
the coast is clear 

Reading Freethought Today, I felt 
in good company as I read about my 
fellow closeted atheists. Fearing soci-
etal repercussions or the backlash to a 
business, I certainly understand. I too 
cannot declare my independence from 
ignorance yet. I have peeked from the 
closet doors and shared the good news 
with family and a few friends, but have 
not yet been able to expose myself fully. 
It would put my business at great risk.

Daily I receive over 50 e-mails from 
customers and interested parties. 
Many end with “God Bless You, you are 
an angel” or the likes. This is quite a 
conundrum for me. I proudly display 
atheist and freethought stickers on my 
vehicles. I have a red ink stamp that I 
slyly cover the “In God we trust” with 
the ever popular “Atheist Money” text.

My nonbelief is well known to my 
family. Recently, the bishop of the LDS 
church where my parents faithfully 
surrender reason a couple of times a 
week asked my father if he could send 
the missionaries by my house. Dad told 
him only if he wants to lose two mis-
sionaries to the other side.

I long for the day when I can proud-
ly display the “A” on my website or 
open a dialogue when a customer says 
Jesus told them to contact me. If they 
only knew.

There is much that we in the closet 
can do. We can support FFRF, donate 
to the Legal Fund or support a bill-
board campaign. The beauty of all this 
effort is that more and more people 
see these wonderful displays and come 
out. They may have never considered 
joining a group. Many young people 
today are freethinking atheists, raised 
in secular homes, and are closeted only 
because they never considered its im-
portance or beauty.

These billboards and lawsuits are 
crucial. They allow us to be a part of 
the movement to a more secular so-

ciety. We closeted atheists can follow 
the headline news section and Action 
Alerts at ffrf.org. I link to news stories 
and leave comments for local online 
readers. This is small but definitely not 
useless.

Others see the billboards, read the 
comments, hear of the lawsuits and 
letters of complaint and don’t feel as 
alone. Many of them look up FFRF and 
join. I was an atheist for a while before 
I found FFRF, all thanks to a news ar-
ticle. We closeted atheists can support 
FFRF, watch it grow and see its positive 
impact on society. This will speed the 
time in which the majority don’t see us 
as Satan incarnate.

I welcome the day when I can sign 
every e-mail with “may God B-less” or 
I am able to go to my hometown with 
my atheist bumper stickers or I can 
proudly put my face on a coming-out 
billboard. When I can sign my name to 
a comment I’ve posted about the Sod-
dy-Daisy [football prayer] stories, that 
will be a proud day.

I thank you all. You give me hope 
that my children and future grandchil-
dren may be able to live in a world with 
less religion. You make me proud. You 
are very much like my own secret army 
that allows me to remain the good cop 
until the coast is clear. You fight my 
battles, you stand up for humanity, and 
you liberate the mind.

I love you all.
Ben Wilson
Florida

Surely, hosts of  
angels would approve

Until a recent Friday night, my com-
mitment to becoming a Lifetime Mem-
ber was only semi-serious.

I was a passenger in a car heading 
home about midnight when we were 
hit by a drunk driver. The rear half of 
our car was sheared off, and the other 
vehicle hit about 15 inches from where 
I sat.

As much as I have appreciated the 
friendly wishes I got while hospitalized 
and afterward for relatively minor inju-
ries, there were many pronouncements 
that I’d been protected by angels or by 
God, which I deferentially acknowl-
edged and noted. It’s more about my 
gentle temperament than it is about 
my convictions that I didn’t ask them 
why the angels let the drunk driver hit 
us in the first place.

I realized that that Friday could have 
been my last day, as any day can be, and 
that I hadn’t followed through on my 
long-term goal to become a Lifetime 
Member and tell you all how much I 
appreciate your work. I truly appreci-
ate your courageous work on behalf of 
our freedoms. 

Please find enclosed my check for 
$1,000. It’s money very well spent.
Bryan Dunn
Texas

• • •

I am authorizing payment for a Life 
Membership. I feel like the stifling in-
fluence of my childhood religious in-
doctrination was crippling. It caused 
me to be rigid, unforgiving and judg-
mental of others. Even though I have 
long since left the dogma behind, it 
created a dreadful mindset that pre-
vented me from enjoying life as I 
should have. Well, that’s water over the 
damned dam, so to speak, and there 
isn’t much point in dwelling on it.

I look forward to reading your pub-
lications. The essays are thoughtful 
and intellectually invigorating, and 
exposés of clerical misbehavior are 
both amusing and depressing. I even 

get perverse pleasure in reading the il-
literate ravings of the bible-thumping 
reactionaries.

I would hope that my contribution 
will help some young people struggling 
as I did, and perhaps spare them some 
of the anxieties and disappointments I 
went through in my misspent youth.
L. Kristofer Thomsen
Illinois

• • •

I just read the Dec. 15 Freethought 
of the Day about the 219th anniversary 
of ratification of the Bill of Rights to 
the Constitution, and a deep sense of 
delight rushed through my bones. I 
couldn’t be prouder of this organiza-
tion.

To win this battle against the Chris-
tianization of our Constitution and 
country, we need to win the hearts and 
minds of the nation. I’ve always con-
sidered FFRF to be great at the latter 
but not so good at the former. That is, 
until I read about the Out of the Closet 
billboard. I think this campaign is truly 
brilliant. Putting a face to the title of 
“atheist” is winning over hearts every 
day people drive past the billboards.

FFRF is moving in the right direc-
tion, and I’ve enclosed two checks to 
help build momentum: $500 for Out 
of the Closet and $500 for the general 
Legal Fund. Thank you for your dili-
gence!
Keith Dricken
North Carolina

• • •

After at least 20 years of member-
ship, it’s time to become a Lifetime 
Member. Over the years, I have been 
so pleased to belong to such a vital 
and active organization and look for-
ward each month to the arrival of 
Freethought Today.

I am especially proud of the rapid 
growth of our membership over the 
past two or three years. I think that can 
be attributed to the billboard and bus 
campaigns. Whoever thought those up 
deserves a “stroke of genius” award. I 
look at the advertising as letting people 
know that someone is looking out for 
our minority. It has been very comfort-
ing to me to know this. I only hope 
that someday we will be large enough 
to have a voting bloc that will have as 
much clout as the Religious Right. 

Thanks for all your hard work and 
excellent management of our donated 
money. I look forward to many more 
years of membership.
Jayne M. Edwards
Virgin Islands

• • •

Enclosed is my $5,000 check to help 
finance the much needed expansion 
of Freethought Hall. The project is a 
worthy purpose for my savings over 
the years. Having my name as a major 
donor in Freethought Hall will be an 
honor indeed.
Frank Dowding
Minnesota

• • •

I enjoyed signing up as a member 
and donating to the cause to help edu-
cate the world. When I got Freethought 
Today in the mail, I didn’t think I 
would really read it, but I loved it!

Being in the digital age with pod-
casts and Google News, I really don’t 
read newspapers or magazines as I did 
in the past. But I really value your ar-
ticles and information. Keep up the 
great work. 
Greg Benusa
California

• • •

Letterbox

Knox City, Texas 
J.R. Staton, Oklahoma: “Ironically, 
I saw this shortly after listening to 
Freethought Radio’s podcast with 
Daniel Dennett discussing atheist 
pastors.”

First de-ice your wings 
“This is one of many reasons why 
religion is dangerous!” — Dr. Stephen 
B. Wilson, New York

Sold out of lamb?
And so much tastier than a grilled 
cheese virgin!
— Robert Navrotski, Pennsylvania

Marquee  
Madness
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Please accept my check for Lifetime 
Membership. I am totally convinced 
that all religions and all “believers” are 
insane, and therefore I will not argue 
with them. I admire your patience. I 
know the money will be put to good 
use.
Karl E. Jonasson
California

• • •

Thank you so much for what you 
do. I enjoy the newspaper so much. 
Recently, in particular, I have found 
the college essays to be fantastic. I am 
proud to become a Life Member.
Winfred Emmons
Texas

• • •

Here is my donation of $500 for the 
building expansion. I wish I could give 
more, but every little bit helps, as they 
say.

If it weren’t for the work FFRF does, 
religious fanatics would take over the 
country. The nonreligious people 
would not have freedom at all. Keep 
up the good work. 
Charles Saxton
Arkansas

Only you, not god,  
prevents forest fires

Evidence that there’s “way too much 
religion in public life,” says Eleanor 
Pippitt, who sent in this Dart Flipcards 
trading card.

To keep the religious tide from en-
gulfing our country, I am pledging $10 
a month to the FFRF Legal Fund.

In a world of label choices — athe-
ist, Bright, agnostic, humanist, skeptic, 
secularist — “freethinker” is the most 
positive, descriptive and upbeat one. 
I tell people that “I’ve become some-
thing of a freethinker in my retire-
ment.”
Eleanor Pippitt
California

Gervais’ atheist remark 
on TV was golden

I was channel-surfing when I caught 
the end of the Golden Globe awards 
just as the credits were rolling. Ricky 
Gervais was the host. For those of you 
who don’t who he is, Gervais is a Brit-
ish comedian, actor and writer who 
co-created “The Office.”  He’s also an 
outspoken atheist.

At the very end of the telecast [seen 
by about 17 million viewers], Gervais 
was thanking people, parodying the 
celebrities’ acceptance speeches. The 
last thing he said was, “And thank you 
to god — for making me an atheist.” 

Woo-hoo! Testify, brother Ricky!
Kristine Danowski
Pennsylvania

It’s not the label  
that’s important

In answer to “Agnostic wonders if 
there’s something” [Dec10], her ques-
tions are those I asked myself awhile 
back. Whether you are an atheist or 
not can depend on your definition of 
god. Why should I define my beliefs by 
the beliefs of others? Can I have a spiri-
tual connection to the mystery of the 
cosmos without buying into the non-
sense of religion?

Yes, you can. I belong to FFRF be-
cause I see religion as destructive of 
connecting to the true nature of the 
universe and humanity’s place in it. 
To me, science, reason and spirit are 
all connected. There is something all 
right, but that something is undefin-
able. Therefore, it’s best to concen-
trate on those things we can know exist 
and to make this world a better place 
for all life.

I loosely fit into the realm of the pan-
theist, or as Dawkins puts it, “a sexed-
up atheist.” Define yourself however 
you please, or don’t define yourself at 
all. In the cosmic scheme of things, it 
really doesn’t matter.
Peter Hall
Oregon

• • •

Since there is no evidence that there 
is “something, somewhere, somehow” 
[Dec10], we have no information re-
garding such a being’s nature. We have 
no way of knowing if this supposed be-
ing is even aware of us, let alone is in-
terested in or capable of caring about 
what we think our how we behave.

On that basis, I deny its existence, as 
I also deny the existence of Bertrand 
Russell’s teapot.☺
Deborah Warcken
California

• • •

Believers often argue that it is up to 
the skeptic to disprove the claims that 
believers make about the existence of 
gods, but that is illogical. In order to 
disprove any “X exists” type of claim 
(e.g., unicorns), one would have to 
scour the entire universe for absence 
of evidence of existence. Clearly, that 
is beyond human capabilities.

The believers’ “disprove it” argu-
ment is a deliberate attempt to place 
an unreasonable, impossible burden 
on the skeptic.  Unfortunately for be-
lievers, there is no such thing as a “bur-
den of disproof” to be foisted onto the 
skeptic. The burden of proof belongs 
to the person who makes the positive 
claim that “X does exist,” and in order 
to make such a claim truthfully, the 
claimant must have, and present, cred-
ible, objective evidence to back the 
claim. Absence of evidence may not 
be evidence of absence, but it certainly 
isn’t evidence of existence.

The atheist does not have to “know 
everything” in order to know that the 
believers’ claims about gods are unsub-
stantiated.  All the atheist has to know 
is that believers have never produced 
any credible, objective evidence to 
back their claims.
Lee Helms
Michigan

• • •

We do not need to search the uni-
verse to prove that there is no god in  
particular or no supernatural in gen-
eral, because there is precisely nothing 
to search for. Nothingness (e.g., god, 
devil, supernatural) cannot exist, cause 
or explain anything, because there is 
nothing to exist, nothing to cause any-
thing and nothing with which to ex-
plain anything.

Nothingness (e.g., god, devil, super-
natural) cannot be identified, located, 
observed, measured or experienced 
and cannot be used to predict, control 
or explain anything. It is true (i.e., to-
tally accurate and totally reliable) that 
there is no god in particular and no su-
pernatural in general.

It is known with total accuracy and 
total reliability that there is no god in 
particular and no supernatural in gen-
eral. A gnostic atheist knows with total 
accuracy and total reliability that there 
is no god in particular and no super-
natural in general.
Paul Keller
Wisconsin

‘Best doctor’s visit  
I’ve ever had’

I wore my “Freethinker FFRF” to a 
doctor’s appointment. When my doc-
tor leaned in to listen to my heart and 
breathing, he asked what FFRF stood 
for. I said, “It’s the Freedom From Re-
ligion Foundation, which actively sup-
ports separation of church and state, 
and — ”

Before I could go further, he 
stopped me and asked what my “lean-
ings” were. I said, “Of course, I’m athe-
ist. But even when I thought I was a be-
liever, I didn’t want the government in 
my religion. And now, now I just want 
religion to get the hell out of my gov-
ernment!”  

He grinned hugely and gestured 
at the rest of the office (and city) out-
side the exam room and said, “I know! 
These people, there’s no talking to 
them. It’s pure, blind faith. And the 
way they twist the history of our nation! 
You know, the founders were mostly 
Freemasons who believed — well, they 
believed in something, but it wasn’t Jesus 
and God and everything those people 
are saying about them now!”  

I concurred and told him the term 
he was looking for was “deist.”

“If the founders wanted a Christian 
government,” I said, “how come they 

only mention religion twice, and then 
only in exclusionary terms: ‘Congress 
shall make no law respecting the estab-
lishment of religion,’ and that there 
shall be no test of religion to hold an 
elected position?”

He said somehing about how hard 
it was to be an atheist in Texas, and 
that there are so many highly educated 
people here who are still so unbeliev-
ably stupid. He took 40% off my bill 
because I don’t have insurance and 
called it an “Insider’s Discount.”

He then wished me (with the exam 
room door open and him headed out 
into the hallway) “A happy Roman hol-
iday!” Then he stuck his head back in 
the room while pulling the door most-
ly closed and said, “None of this gets 
out!” while grinning widely.

Without a doubt, the best doctor’s 
visit I’ve ever had.
Michele Azzaro
Texas

Pledge gets rewrite,  
why don’t prayers?

It’s now well over half a century 
since the phrase “under God” was in-
serted into the Pledge of Allegiance. 
If we can’t undo that, for the sake of 
consistency, shouldn’t we amend the 
Lord’s Prayer as well? Maybe to “Our 
Father, who art in heaven, and who 
hovereth closely over the United States 
of America, and payeth special at-
tention to how He can best serve the 
needs of the citizens of this Christian 
nation, hallowed be thy name.”

While we’re rewriting, let’s go to 
Matthew 6:6 and take out the part 
where Jesus suggests people pray in 
private rather than in public. Evident-
ly, His wisdom no longer applies.
Chuck Berry
Pennsylvania

• • •

OK, that’s it, as far as I’m concerned 
— no more fiddling with the pledge. 
First the religionists added “under 
God.” After that it was “for the born 
and unborn.” What’s next, “with liberty 
and justice and freedom from taxes for 
all”? 

I’ve been queasy about the pledge 
for a long time. What does it mean 
when you pledge allegiance to a flag? 
I’ll pledge allegiance and be loyal to 
the USA any day, any time, anywhere. 
But how the hell can you be loyal to 
a flag?

I have no doubt that it will soon be-
come traditional to recite the pledge 
and, at the conclusion, say “amen.”
Paul A. Alter
Pennsylvania

Interview strikes chord 
with former Witness

I just listened to Freethought Ra-
dio’s interview with Sarah Braasch, 
and it made me go back and download 
the 8/16/08 podcast featuring Sarah, 
which really struck a chord with me.

I am a new FFRF member. I was also 
raised as a Jehovah’s Witness. At one 
point I was appointed a “ministerial 
servant,” which is basically an elder in 
training. I was recently kicked out, at 
age 32, as a heretic for admitting to 
believing in evolution and doubting 
the existence of god. I am shunned by 
family and former friends, but I think 
it was worth it.

Everything Sarah said was true, 
but there are many other reasons she 
didn’t mention that make this religion 
especially evil. For one, they isolate 

Continued on next page
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you. One of the first things you must 
do when you join is cut your ties with 
non-Witnesses. Growing up, I was nev-
er allowed to be friends with anyone 
who was not a Witness. Those on the 
outside were constantly demonized 
as immoral and untrustworthy. They 
actively discourage higher education. 
They intensely pressure teens to evan-
gelize full time. Those who are more 
active expect financial support from 
those who do less.  

I really appreciate the light FFRF 
shines on the dangers of this particular 
religion, and I hope you continue to 
do the same in the future.
Jason Lien
Washington

P.S.: I first heard of you via your bus 
sign campaign in Seattle. I hope to see 
more in the future.

Hate mail fails as  
recruiting tool 

On reading some of the vicious hate 
mail that you receive, I can’t help won-
dering whether those people realize 
what damage they are doing to their 
own viewpoint, much more than to 
yours, simply by displaying their own 
vulgarity and ignorance.

Certainly, no thinking person would 
want to come anywhere near a belief 
system supported by people of that ilk. 
If that’s Christianity, one would say, 
then one would surely prefer to associ-
ate with non-Christians!
Barbara G. Walker, Lifetime Member
Florida

Two Rays to brighten 
everyone’s days 

[Ray Bradley, North Carolina, sent this 
tongue-in-cheek response following an FFRF 
Action Alert involving Campbell County 
Mayor William Baird of Jacksboro, Tenn. 
Baird had defended a nativity scene at a 
state park with a “We’re a Christian com-
munity” comment.]

Mayor Baird: I am very glad that 
there are still God-fearing Christians 
like you willing to stand up against 
minorities who don’t know Campbell 
County is a Christian community.  It’s 
time people realize this nation is ruled 
by the majority. If Muslims, Jews, athe-
ists or other minorities who don’t be-
lieve in the Christ Jesus disagree, they 
should keep quiet or get out. They have 
no rights in this Christian nation to op-
pose government-sponsored Christmas 
displays. And if they want displays of 
their own, they can put them on their 
own property, not on any public lands 
paid for by Christian taxpayers.

Eventually, when enough people 

like you run these minorities out of 
this God-given land, we can start work-
ing on the misguided factions of Christ 
like the Mormons, the Catholics and 
the Quakers. Keep up the fight! God 
bless America: One nation, under God, 
and soon to be indivisible once we get 
rid of everyone with different views.
Ray (not associated with the god Ra)

• • •

[Ray Lynch, Colorado, responded to a 
letter to the editor in which the writer, Colette 
L., quoted scripture to implore America to 
“get down on your knees and repent.”]

It’s daunting that religion must bully 
people to worship or obey as Colette L. 
felt compelled to do. Why stop there? 
Let’s quote some more scripture, like 
Leviticus 20:13 and condemn our ho-
mosexual sons to death. Deuteronomy 
21:18-21, Mark 7:9-13 and so on.

Young people, don’t let the holy 
men and the Colettes bully you with 
their fearmongering. They say you’ll 
reap everlasting life if you follow some 
holy man’s edicts. Can you say Chris-
tian Taliban? You’re going to have a 
full life on this planet because you’re 
a good person who loves humankind 
and yearns to make this world better 
because you were here. That’s everlast-
ing enough for me.

If enough religious bullies are en-
couraged in our society, can it be long 
before their fanaticism is also encour-
aged? Had Colette studied history 
along with her bible, she would know 
that there was a time when people were 
forced to pray and believe in religion. 
It was called the Dark Ages.

Toast (with tea)  
for FFRF’s esprit

Reason’s greetings from Canada! 
The favorite part of my day is my 
morning “devotionals,” when I read 
Freethought Today over tea and toast. 
Your brilliant legal victories, billboard 
campaigns, debates and burgeoning 
membership letters are a life-saving 
beacon of rationality.

When people ask why I’m an atheist, 
I say, “Why not?” Religion tells us the 
world is a heinous place of evil, suffer-
ing and filthy sinners, where the only 
happiness is living in a fairy tale, and 
the only escape is death.

Science shows us how amazing and 
unique a speck we are in the universe 
— the only world teeming with life that 
we know of. Science helps us to explore 
its wonders, find answers to our ques-
tions and solutions to our problems (if 
we’d only quit catering to religion).
Judy Loewen
Alberta, Canada

Letterbox
Continued from previous page

Atheists think for themselves and ex-
amine all available evidence with a crit-
ical eye. They tend to be unconcerned 
with what others think of their opin-
ions, and honest with themselves when 
presented with empirical evidence 
contrary to what they might have once 
believed. They are also rightfully wary 
of organized religion and the dangers 
of charismatic religious leaders.
Unnamed “person of faith” respond-
ing to a challenge to say one nice thing 
about atheism
The Sceptical Scribe, 12-15-10
 
You know, you get to that age, you 
haven’t even kissed your first girl yet. 
And here you’ve got this guy kissing 
you. He did some harm.
John Purdy, St. Paul, Minn., one of 21 
men accusing Raimond Rose of the De 
La Salle Christian Brothers of molest-
ing them as far back as the 1960s
Associated Press, 12-7-10

The GPS tracking device fits inside the 
Christmas decoration, features motion-
activated tracking and sends text mes-
sages and e-mail alerts if the figurine 
moves. Baby Jesus has successfully been 
tracked to a thief’s apartment and then 
recovered.
Story on BrickHouse Security’s free 
GPS Jesus program
Computerworld, 12-16-10

Person A is driving along I-75 from a 
monster truck rally. Person B, a drunk 
driver, crosses the median at 65 mph 
and slams into Person A’s car, killing 
him and his pet llama instantly. Person 
B, while dinged up a bit, lives to be-
come an inmate’s boy toy, but will most 
likely be released on parole three years 
later thanks to our great “justice” sys-
tem. Now which person was God with? 
Logic would tell me “the drunk driver.” 
Naturally, people of faith have some 
platitudes to dismiss my reasoning.
John Danz Jr., on crediting God instead 
of luck or human ingenuity
The Student Operated Press, 12-15-10

The locker room is a religion- and 
politics-free zone, where everyone can 
spend their free time in a neutral man-
ner.
Notice at Lady Fitness gym asking 
women not to pray on the premises, a 
ban objected to by Muslims but upheld 
by Eva Biaudet, Finland’s minority om-
budsman
Helsingin Sanomat, 12-20-10
      
Sure, people will say Jesus is the rea-
son for the season, but Thor is the rea-
son the fifth day of the week is named 
Thursday. That doesn’t mean I cel-
ebrate Thor. The fact is, people don’t 
open the Gospel and read why Jesus 
came.
Rev. Ed Stetzer, Baptist pastor and 

president of LifeWay (“Biblical Solu-
tions for Life”)
USA Today, 12-20-10

It’s time for Belmont University to 
change and to recognize that we have 
gay students, faculty and staff. Belmont 
has to decide whether they want to be 
a national recognized university — 
particularly with their School of Music 
business — or they want to be a church.
Mike “The Candy Man” Curb, Nash-
ville, Tenn., Curb Records president, 
on the Christian school firing a gay 
women’s soccer coach
The Tennessean, 12-8-10

Dear Super Christians: I have nothing 
against your religion, but I would like 
you to keep your beliefs to yourself 
and off Facebook, which is a website 
of many different faiths. I’m going to 
start deleting people who post bible 
quotes constantly.
Post by Gordie Mann
Facebook, 1-10-11

I must admit that I read the religion 
section partially for a laugh. Why else? 
To keep an eye on things that I am 
wary of: anti-intellectualism, pseudo-
science, lying to children, extremism, 
scriptural literalism, anti-blasphemy 
laws and the like. If you don’t know 
what you are up against, you can’t fight 
it as well as you could or should. I am 
for a free and secular society where the 
individual is protected from not just 
the majority, but from the moral laws 
of the religious. And so while I do read 
the oddest articles for a cheap chuckle, 
I tend to read to gird myself to protect 
individual liberty.
Alex Wilhelm, atheist blogger, answer-
ing why he reads the religion section
Huffington Post, 1-11-11

Hardcore Christians tell me the bible 
calls homosexuality “an abomination.” 
What they fail to mention is that it’s 
only one of several hundred abomina-
tions, including wearing clothes made 
of more than one material. Better send 
all those blends to Goodwill. When I 
point that out, they change gears and 
ask why I’m endorsing the gay agen-
da. Gays have an agenda? Ever watch 
“Queer Eye for the Straight Guy”? 
You can’t get five gay guys to agree on 
drapes, much less an agenda!
Atheist comedian Frank King, answer-
ing why he reads the religion section
Huffington Post, 1-11-11

A locked box containing an unusual 
combination of valuables was stolen 
from a Flint home on Tuesday, accord-
ing to a police report. Inside the box 
were four bottles of methadone and a 
white leather family bible.
News story on burglary
The Flint [Mich.] Journal, 1-26-11

Overheard
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Go for it!
FFRF Lifetime Member Wayne Hensler of rural Waterloo, Wis., sponsored this 
billboard for six weeks on U.S. 151 near Columbus, Wis. The octogenarian 
placed a similar billboard last year in a different location as a freethought 
legacy to his nine grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. He hopes that 
other FFRF members might be “inspired” to place similar messages in their 
areas on behalf of the Foundation. 

“It’s something that will make people think a little bit, and maybe help them 
make a little more joy in life,” remarked Hensler.

Rally for agnostic dad’s custody rights
Supporters braved the cold Dec. 16 in Anderson, Ind., to back Craig Scarberry, 
an agnostic who lost custody of his three children due to a judge’s open 
religious bias in Scarberry’s divorce case. Reba Boyd Wooden, FFRF member 
and executive director of the Center for Inquiry Indiana, is second from left. 
Scarberry was a Jan. 8 guest on Freethought Radio: ffrf.org/news/radio/shows/

This was first published Nov. 9, 2010, 
in The Charleston Gazette and is reprinted 
with permission.

By James A. Haught

Philosopher-historian Will Durant 
called it “the basic event of modern 
times.” He didn’t mean the world wars, 
or the end of colonialism, or the rise of 
electronics. He was talking about the 
decline of religion in Western democ-
racies.

The great mentor saw subsiding 
faith as the most profound occurrence 
of the past century — a shift of Western 
civilization, rather like former transi-
tions away from the age of kings, the 
era of slavery and such epochs.

Since World War II, worship has 
dwindled starkly in Europe, Canada, 
Australia, Japan and other advanced 
democracies. In those busy places, only 
5 or 10% of adults now attend church. 
Secular society scurries along heed-
lessly.

Pope Benedict XVI protested: “Eu-
rope has developed a culture that, in 
a manner unknown before now to hu-
manity, excludes God from the public 
conscience.” Columnist George Will 
called the Vatican “109 acres of faith in 
a European sea of unbelief.”

America seems an exception. This 
country has 350,000 churches whose 
members donate $100 billion per year. 
The United States teems with booming 
megachurches, gigantic sales of “Rap-
ture” books, fundamentalist attacks on 
evolution, hundred-million-dollar TV 
ministries, talking-in-tongues Pente-
costals, the white evangelical Religious 
Right attached to the Republican Par-
ty, and the like.

But quietly, under the radar, much 
of America slowly is following the path 
previously taken by Europe. Little no-
ticed, secularism keeps climbing in the 
U.S. Here’s the evidence:

• Rising “nones.” Various polls 
find a strong increase in the number 

of Americans, espe-
cially the young, who 
answer “none” when 
asked their religion. 
In 1990, this group 
had climbed to 8%, 
and by 2008 it had 
doubled to 15%, plus 

another 5% who answer “don’t know.” 
This implies that around 45 million 
U.S. adults today lack church affilia-
tion. In Hawaii, more than half say they 
have no church connection.

• Mainline losses. America’s tra-
ditional Protestant churches — “tall 
steeple” denominations with seminary-
trained clergy — once dominated 
U.S. culture. They were the essence 
of America. But their membership is 
collapsing. Over the past half-century, 
while the U.S. population doubled, 
United Methodists fell from 11 million 
to 7.9 million, Episcopalians dropped 
from 3.4 million to 2 million, the Pres-
byterian Church USA sank from 4.1 
million to 2.2 million, etc. The reli-
gious journal First Things — noting 
that mainline faiths dwindled from 
50% of the adult U.S. population to a 
mere 8% — lamented that “the Great 
Church of America has come to an 
end.” A researcher at the Ashbrook 
think tank dubbed it “Flatline Protes-
tantism.”

• Catholic losses. Although Hispan-
ic immigration resupplies U.S. Catholi-
cism with replacements, many former 
adherents have drifted from the giant 
church. The 2008 American Religious 
Identification Survey found that 20 
million Americans have quit Catholi-
cism — thus one-tenth of U.S. adults 
now are ex-Catholics.

• Fading taboos. A half-century 
ago, church-backed laws had power in 
America. In the 1950s, it was a crime 
to look at the equivalent of a Playboy 
magazine or R-rated movie — or for 
stores to open on the Sabbath — or to 
buy a cocktail or lottery ticket — or to 
sell birth-control devices in some states 
— or to be homosexual — or to termi-
nate a pregnancy — or to read a sexy 
novel — or for an unwed couple to 
share a bedroom. Now all those moral-
ity laws have fallen, one after another. 
Currently, state after state is legalizing 

gay marriage, despite church outrage.
Sociologists are fascinated by Amer-

ica’s secular shift. Dr. Robert Putnam 
of Harvard, author of Bowling Alone, 
found as many as 40% of young Ameri-
cans answering “none” to faith surveys. 
“It’s a huge change, a stunning devel-
opment,” he said. “That is the future 
of America.” He joined Dr. David 
Campbell of Notre Dame in writing a 
new book, American Grace, that outlines 
the trend. Putnam’s Social Capital site 
sums up: “Young Americans are drop-
ping out of religion at an alarming rate 
of five to six times the historic rate.”

Oddly, males outnumber females 
among the churchless. “The ratio of 
60 males to 40 females is a remarkable 
result,” the 2008 ARIS poll reported. 
“These gender patterns correspond 
with many earlier findings that show 
women to be more religious than 
men.”

Growing secularism has political 
implications. The Republican Party 
may suffer as the white evangelical Re-
ligious Right shrinks. In contrast, bur-
geoning “nones” tend to vote Demo-
cratic. Sociologist Ruy Teixeira says 
the steady rise of the unaffiliated, plus 
swelling minorities, means that “by the 
2016 election (or 2020 at the outside) 
the United States will have ceased to be 
a white Christian nation. Looking even 
farther down the road, white Chris-
tians will be only around 35% of the 
population by 2040, and conservative 
white Christians, who have been such 
a critical part of the Republican base, 
will be only about a third of that — a 
minority within a minority.”

Gradually, decade by decade, re-
ligion is moving from the advanced 
First World to the less-developed Third 
World. Faith retains enormous power 
in Muslim lands. Pentecostalism is 
booming in Africa and South America. 
Yet the West steadily turns more secu-

lar.
Arguably, it’s one of the biggest 

news stories during our lives, although 
most of us are too busy to notice. Du-
rant may have been correct when he 
wrote that it is the basic event of mod-
ern times.

James Haught, editor of The Charles-
ton Gazette, West Virginia’s largest news-
paper, can be reached at 304-348-5199 or 
at haught@wvgazette.com. This essay is 
adapted from his ninth book, Fading Faith: 
The Rise of the Secular Age.

No demons, nor angels nor DAs can 
keep you separated from the love of 
Jesus Christ.
Former U.S. House Majority Leader 
Tom DeLay, paraphrasing Romans 
8 while the jury deliberated money-
laundering and conspiracy charges, on 
which he was convicted
Houston Chronicle, 11-23-10

We have been placed here for a reason 
and a short season.  Let us make the 
most of it.
Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback, declar-
ing his Inauguration Day “a gift from 
God”
Wichita Eagle, 1-12-11

It’s a symbol of constitutional gov-
ernment. It’s a symbol of Jesus Christ 
above all else. It’s a symbol of biblical 
government.
Newly elected Arkansas GOP state 
Rep. Loy Mauch, on the meaning of 
the Confederate flag
Arkansas Times, 11-11-10

I want to make private schools more ac-
cessible to Republican Christian fami-
lies that cannot afford to pay high tu-
ition and for those who cannot home 
school their children.
Texas Gov. Rick Perry, speech to the 
Houston Chamber of Commerce
Burnt Orange Report, 1-27-11

Huge news, but barely noticed
Little noticed, 
secularism keeps 
climbing in the 
U.S.

They Said What?
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The Foundation’s 
34th annual conven-
tion is set for Hart-
ford, Conn., at the 
Marriott Hartford 
Downtown on the 
weekend of Oct. 7-9, 
2011. 

“We chose Hart-
ford for East Coast 
convenience and  so that members 
might have a chance to tour the fas-
cinating Victorian house that Mark 
Twain built, which is now a museum,” 
said Annie Laurie Gaylor, FFRF co-
president.

The free Hartford Star Shuttle con-
nects the Connecticut Convention 
Center (across the street from the ho-
tel) and riverfront with other down-
town hotels, restaurants, shops and at-
tractions.

A major attraction not on the shut-
tle route is the Mark Twain House and 
Museum. If enough convention-goers 
sign up (check registration form), 
FFRF will reserve the Twain Home and 
Museum for a staggered group tour on 
the afternoon of Friday, Oct. 7, before 
the convention opens. (See sidebar.)

Other Hartford attractions are 
Katherine Hepburn’s gravesite, at Ce-
dar Hill Cemetery, and the Harriet 
Beecher Stowe house. 

Professor Jerry Coyne will accept 
FFRF’s Emperor Has No Clothes 
Award at the convention. Coyne, a pro-
fessor in the Department of Ecology 

and Evolution at the 
University of Chicago, 
is author of the 2009 
book, Why Evolution 
is True. His plain-spo-
ken column, “Science 
and religion aren’t 
friends,” appeared in 
USA Today in Octo-
ber 2010, in which he 

wrote: 
“Science and faith are fundamen-

tally incompatible, and for precisely 
the same reason that irrationality and 
rationality are incompatible. They are 
different forms of inquiry, with only 
one, science, equipped to find real 
truth. And while they may have a dia-
logue, it’s not a constructive one. Sci-
ence helps religion only by disproving 
its claims, while religion has nothing to 
add to science.”

Also receiving awards will be two 
FFRF activists. Steve Trunk, an FFRF 
Board and Lifetime Member, will re-
ceive the Atheist in Foxhole Award as 
plaintiff in a lawsuit in which the 9th 
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals in Janu-
ary declared the Mount Soledad cross 
in San Diego unconstitutional.

Mitch Kahle, founder of Hawaii Citi-
zens for the Separation of State and 
Church, will be named Freethinker 
of the Year for persuading the Hawaii 
Senate in January to drop prayers to 
open legislative sessions. Kahle, a long-
time FFRF supporter, was roughed 
up by Senate security for protesting 

prayers. (For more 
details on the activ-
ists’ achievements, see 
State/Church Bulletin 
starting on page 6.)

The convention will 
open formally on Fri-
day night with speech-
es and a celebratory 
dessert reception, 
continue through 
Saturday and conclude by noon Sun-
day morning after membership and 
Board of Director meetings. To tour 
the Twain house, plan your itinerary to 
make time on Friday afternoon. 

FFRF group rates at the Marriott 
Hartford Downtown, 200 Columbus 
Blvd., Hartford, Conn., are $159 plus 
tax, single, double, triple or quadruple. 
Reserve your rooms directly by request-
ing “Freedom From Religion Founda-
tion” Group Block by calling toll-free 
to 866-373-9806. 

Rooms for FFRF conventions always 
go fast, so plan ahead to avoid disap-
pointment. Rooms are held until Sept. 
6 unless filled before then. Head’s up: 
There are no shuttles from the airport. 
Taxi rides from airport to hotel typical-
ly run $36 to $44, so try to share. FFRF 
decreased its convention registration 
rates accordingly. Parking is $19 dai-
ly/$23 valet. Union Station is less than 
a mile from the hotel. 

To register for the convention (only 
$50 per member, $55 per spouse or 
companion accompanying member, 

$95 for non-member), send back the 
handy registration form this on page 
or go online to: 

ffrf.org/outreach/convention
The optional Saturday Non-Prayer 

Breakfast, $25 (including 21% gratu-
ity and 6% tax), features scrambled 
eggs, applewood bacon, roasted pota-
toes, Parmesan-crusted tomato, juice 
and hot beverages. A vegetarian op-
tion substitutes fruit for bacon. Chef’s 
choice vegan and gluten-free are also 
available. 

Dinner, $45, is Andora chicken 
served with greens and mozzarella, 
rolls, coffee/tea, starch, and chocolate 
truffle cake.

Vegetarian includes all of above, but 
the entrée is vegetable strudel (grilled 
vegetables in a puff pastry). Chef’s 
choice vegan and gluten-free options 
are likewise available for dinner.

Reserve spot now for 
Twain group tour

Hartford, Conn., is home to the 

34th FFRF convo, Hartford, Conn., Oct. 7-9

Coyne, activists, Twain  
tour on program

Mark Twain House and Museum. 
Samuel Langhorne Clemens commis-
sioned architect Edward Tuckerman 
Potter to design the 11,500-square-foot 
Victorian home. It was completed in 
1874, and the family lived there until 
1891. It has 25 rooms on three floors. 
The family contracted with Tiffany & 
Co. to decorate the walls and ceilings. 
It was ultra-modern for its day, was 
heated via ductwork, lighted with gas 
and had seven bathrooms with hot and 
cold running water and flush toilets. 
Clemens installed an early model of 
the telephone in 1878. 

In 2003, the Mark Twain Museum 
Center opened with permanent and 
rotating exhibits, including a Ken 
Burns mini-documentary on Twain. 
The Murasaki Café offers Japanese cui-
sine from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday. 

If enough members reserve tickets, 
the Twain House and Museum will 
close for FFRF-only guided tours Fri-
day, Oct. 7 (11:30 a.m. to last guided 
tour at 4:30 p.m.). Admission to the 
house is by guided tour only (approxi-
mately 45 minutes) and is limited to 16 
persons per tour. The self-guided tour 
of the museum usually takes viewers an 
hour to 90 minutes.

A group tour, including cost of the 
FFRF-hired shuttle, would be less than 
the usual fee of $16 per adult, $10 per 
child. The exact tour price will be an-
nounced after the Twain House is re-
served. The shuttle bus would depart 
from the hotel about every 15 minutes 
on a first-come, first-served basis.

If interested, please check the box-
on the registration form to reserve tick-
ets. FFRF will bill you separately for the 
tour once details are confirmed. 

Return to: FFRF, Attn: Convention, P.O. Box 750, Madison, WI 53701

34th Annual Convention 
October 7–9, 2011

Marriott Hardford Downtown 
Hartford, Connecticut

_____ FFRF Member registration(s) @ $50 per person ............................................................................. $_____
_____ Non-member spouse or companion accompanying member @ $55.............................................. $_____
_____ Non-member registration(s) @ $95 .................................................................................................. $_____
		  (or join for $40, save $5!)

_____ Student registration(s) @ $25 (Ask about student group rate) ........................................................ $_____
_____ Saturday Non-Prayer Breakfast @ $25* per person .......................................................................... $_____
		  Vegetarian option ___ no. of vegetarian    	  Vegan option ___ no. of vegan
_____ Saturday Night Dinner @ $45* per person  ...................................................................................... $_____
		  Vegetarian option ___ no. of vegetarian    	  Vegan option ___ no. of vegan
	 Gluten-free dinners required on above selections

* Meal prices include 21% gratuity and 6% sales tax

        Reserve ____ ticket(s) to tour Mark Twain home, afternoon of Fri., Oct. 7. 
		  (FFRF will bill you later. Tour will take place if enough members respond.)
	

Name(s)					     Please include names of all registrants for nametags

Address

City/State/Zip			   Please include phone/e-mail (in case we have a question about your registration)

Make checks  
payable to “FFRF”

No. registering

Freedom From Religion Foundation’s

Steve Trunk Mitch Kahle Jerry Coyne

Brent N
icastro


