


Delivered by Annie Laurie Gaylor, with music provided by
Dan Barker, on Oct. 29, 2004, at the 27th annual national
convention of the Freedom From Religion Foundation in
Madison, Wisconsin.

Anne Gaylor, the founder and president of the Freedom
From Religion Foundation, is stepping down from the
presidency after this convention. She has been president 26
years officially, but 28 years in reality. She is not
necessarily retiring — she will be involved as an on-call
consultant with the office, and is still deciding where she
will direct her considerable energies in the future.

I was hoping she’d out-Reagan Reagan (not to put him in
her company). Reagan was 78 when he left his presidency,
Anne will be 78 on Nov. 25. She still works harder than the
rest of us — people one half to one third of her age.

She is stepping down only because her eyesight has
diminished — due to macular degeneration

and glaucoma. She may be losing her eyesight, but she is
not losing her vision.




Dan Barker has written a song in her honor to begin this tribute:

MODERN MAJOR ACTIVIST - (lyrics 2004 by Dan Barker)

(Sung to Gilbert & Sullivan’s “Modern Major General”)
Anne is the very model of a Modern Major Activist.

She studies every issue and she gathers every fact of it.
She has a thorough expertise in all things institutional.
She even knows precisely what is meant by Constitutional.

In dealing with the public she’s a true encyclopedia.

She understands exactly how to give it to the media.

In short, in all things feminist and humanist and atheist,
She is the very model of a Modern Major Activist.

Respecting human values, she’s a tender-hearted atheist,
An “action-over-prayer” and a “reason-over-faith”-eist.
She never wilts from laboring to keep the country secular.
And all her major victories are really quite spec-tec-ular.

Although a gentle woman, she can protest energetically.
She handles all apologists quite unapologetically.

She’s not afraid to say a politician is a criminal.

She’s practically rewritten every lyric in the hym-i-nal.

. A}‘j)}_{m\‘/ LOA A battle-tested feminist, she’s plucky and adventury,

w2aanrele SPrrl Ao 1111 And just like Margaret Sanger, she’s a “Woman of the Century.”
o9 /o ”) ’ o And so, in all things feminist and humanist and atheist,
She is the very model of a Modern Major Activist.




Anne was born in 1926 on a farm near Tomah, Wisconsin. Her mother, Lucy Sowle Nicol, died when

Anne was 2. Anne is descended on her mother’s side of the family from George Sowle, a passenger of the
Mayflower, an apprentice, NOT A PILGRIM, mind you, a proven lineage.

When religionists have told Anne to “go back where she came from,” she has occasionally pointed out
her ancient-for-this-country family tree.

Anne’s father, Jason Nicol, was not religious. He regarded religious belief as embarrassing. Anne
entered first grade at her one-room school at age 4, became a voracious reader, and is still grateful to
freethinker Andrew Carnegie for endowing the Tomah, Wis. public library. (I bet Anne doesn’t know that
she and Andrew Carnegie were born on the same day. But not the same year.)
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age 11

age 4

Anne at 19

College student




Anne has always worked. She took over housework and
cooking for her father and 3 brothers when she was 12.
She graduated from high school at 16, worked for room
and board and waitressed to pay for college, and
graduated with an English degree from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in 1949.




That year she married my father, Paul Joseph Gaylor, and they had four children.




Andy, Jamie, Annie Laurie, Ian Twins Ian and Annie Laurie




Andy, Annie Laurie, Ian, Paul, Jamie and Anne Gaylor.




She worked throughout her early marriage and pregnancies. In 1958, she started
the first temporary office help service in Madison. In 1959, with a partner, she
opened the first private employment agency in town. She sold the successful

business in 1966.




A

When she and my father purchased the Middleton Times Tribune, she edited it from 1967-1970 and turned it
into an award-winning weekly. It was when she wrote the first editorial in the state, one of the first such
editorials anywhere in the nation, in 1967, calling for legalization of abortion, that the next phase of her life

began.




Ploketing the U. 8, Catholic Yiabhope, whe vers in Madison

Desperate women began to phone her, asking where they could go for safe abortions. She launched into
activism, abortion rights, feminist groups and Zero Population Growth.

She founded the ZPG Abortion Referral Service in 1970. Between 1970 and 1975, she made more than than
20,000 referrals. She took calls at home day and night, especially after her number was published without her
permission, in Playboy!




Because our home number was used for so many of my mother’s groups, we were instructed as teenagers to
answer our home phone: “This is (238-XXXX).” The joke around our house was that on her tombstone would
surely one day be inscribed: “Here lies 238-XXXX.” For years, most pictures of my mother would show her on
the phone.




In 1972, aware of the difficulty in raising funds to pay for abortion, Anne co-founded the Women’s Medical
Fund, to help low-income women in tragic circumstances. These phone calls still come in day and night. Anne
has run the Women’s Medical Fund charity as a volunteer for THIRTY-TWO years!




As a feminist activist, Anne awarding a “male chauvinist pig” award to a newspaper (the reporter, who
entered into the spirit, was very obviously not an MCP!).

In 1975, she wrote the book, Abortion Is a Blessing, about the battle to legalize abortion and contraception
in Wisconsin.




FFRF FOUNDED
My mother and I and a Milwaukee gentlemen first founded the Freedom From Religion Foundation as a
regional group when I was a college student in 1976. The impetus for the group was our somehow becoming

aware they were opening county board meetings with prayer.
We went down to ask them to stop this unconstitutional practice, and thought we would sound more powerful
if we called ourselves a group. So we made up a name—and the rest is history!
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Anne and Annie Laurie, 1976, after founding the Freedom From Religion Foundation.
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After the Freedom From Religion Foundation went national, Phil Donahue of Roman Catholic background invited
her to be a guest on his widely-watched TV program, but refused to introduce Anne as the author of such a book. He
said the title, “Abortion is a Blessing,” would create shockwaves around the nation. During the Live show, Anne

exposed his censorship to prove the suppressive effect religion has on the media. A red-faced Donahue ran down the
aisle showing Anne’s book to the nation. After that show, Anne & FFRF received 1,000 letters, 3 out of 4 supportive.
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LEAD US
NOT INTO
PENN
STATION

provocative pieces

by Anne Nicol Gaylor

Anne wrote about that experience and
many other freethought essays in the just-
republished edition of her book, Lead Us
Not Into Penn Station.




‘/
-
A
i

7

/

l’, P

7
-
97

'.-
.

-
=
\_\
-

SN

-
B
S
L e

~,
e, ~
.

~ "

A

After the Freedom From Religion Foundation went national, Phil Donahue of Roman Catholic background invited
her to be a guest on his widely-watched TV program, but refused to introduce Anne as the author of such a book. He
said the title, “Abortion is a Blessing,” would create shockwaves around the nation. During the Live show, Anne

exposed his censorship to prove the suppressive effect religion has on the media. A red-faced Donahue ran down the
aisle showing Anne’s book to the nation. After that show, Anne & FFRF received 1,000 letters, 3 out of 4 supportive.




Wisconsin
State Journal

Sunday, Apefl 22, 1979, Section 3

Supporting a cause
a la Anne Gaylor

By Sunay Schubert
Of The Seate Journnl
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Two early abortion rights activists my mother worked with have sent testimonials.
The first, Larry Lader, wrote the influential book Abortion in 1961. His book
galvanized the nascent abortion rights movement. Larry is still working today for

Abortion Rights Mobilization (ARM), and is particularly concerned about Vatican
intrusion into U.S. politics.




Paul and Anne Gaylor in the 1970s
LARRY LADER’S LETTER

“Anne Gaylor is a unique figure. She combines deep insight into the problems of society with a fervent
determination to do something about them.

“Separation of church and state dominates the country’s tensions more than ever. Anne has worked ceaselessly to
preserve this critical constitutional principle. She is an expert at keeping it before the public and developing the
strategies to implement the struggle.

“From the start, she recognized the importance of abortion rights in the framework of social needs. She was one of
the founders of the movement, and a leader in the National Abortion Rights Action League, originally the National
Association for the Repeal of All Abortion Laws. Her Women’s Medical Fund made a lasting contribution.

“With all her militancy, Anne was always a dear friend to me. I loved phoning her just to hear her cheery voice. No
one accepts her retirement. She is just taking a breather.” — Larry Lader




I have a letter from another Anne, Anne Treseder, a
member of the Foundation almost since its
inception, who works today as an attorney in San
Francisco. To quote Anne Treseder:

“Most of you probably know Anne Gaylor as a leader
in the fight to separate Church and State. You may
not know that before she took up this cause, she
was a pioneer in the efforts to get both Church and
State out of women’s reproductive lives.

“Her phone number became a lifeline for thousands
of women. Anne was the sweet, calming voice at the
other end of the line.




“In those early days, those of us in the U.S. who were campaigning for safe, legal
abortion knew or knew of, each other—there weren’t that many of us!

“I functioned as Anne’s sidekick as we lobbied at the State Legislature against
Wisconsin’s law banning the sale of contraceptives to unmarried people.”




“We debated the issue on radio & TV every chance we
could. Anne was a genius at requesting ‘equal time’
and getting us ‘gigs.” We served together on the
NARAL Board of Directors, and were instrumental in
changing that organization’s emphasis from litigation
to lobbying and public education.”




Anne Treseder notes:

“Soon after I moved back to San Francisco, I received a letter from Anne. She told me
that after much soul-searching she had concluded that a woman’s right to reproductive
freedom, and to basic civil rights, would never be realized as long as religious dogma
played such a huge role in government policy. She said that she had decided to devote
the next portion of her life to addressing this underlying problem.”
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Gaylor: Religion is sexist

But religious workers say charges don’t apply

by Eric Norgard

The President and Congress are being
suad 1o stop their proclamation of 1983 as
the * Year of the Bble."’

Anne Gaylor, president of the Mad-
son-based Freedom From Religion Foun-
daton (FFRF), filed suit in fecloral court
last month, saying such an official govern-
ment proclamanon . unconstitutonal,
vinlating the First Amendment guaranses
of stparation of church and staic

This suit has drawn the conflict of ant.
religiows groups with organized refigion o
Pubi alention

FIFRF s a nauonal organizazion that
works resloasly for the indusion of
freedom from relgion in the constity
nooal concept of freedom of religion. It
also opposes any knk betweon (he govern-
ment and reigious obwervances. [t prowd
sccomplsshments include persuading the
stale of Wisoonsin 1o remove a cross from
one of 18 parks. A spocaal concarn, how-
cver, i the belie! ™ that relgion s the ma-
o0 Insthwtion working against women's
political, social, and cconomic righes.’” as
its hterature states

As lender of FFRF. Gavior has chareed

Sister Blizabeth Galbraith, chaplain at £~

S1. Paul's Catholic Center on Stale Stroee,
ts a woman with a voke in the Catholic
church. She descnbes hersell as a Chris-
tan femanmst, and keaxls a study group on
Chexstian feminism

“i's imporunt for cveryone o0 be
whole == both men and women,”" said
Cralbyraith.

"1 would agree with Gavior's stase.
ment f 31 Bad been made a1 handred yeans
ago,”" sax] Rabbd Ken Roseman ol Tem-
pic Beth Bl = Madison of the FFRF
charge of oppression agunst woemen.
“Bul pow a suhstuntih pact of the semi.
pary clhsses are wormen. In reformed
Judaism, o thard of the dasses are
women.” be saxd

In addition to its concern shout the op-
peession of women, the FFRF has
chusged thal thete © ' an on-powng can)-
pagn apainst ovil 1ghts for homosexuals
Ied by the churches and refgion’s fob-
byists. "' This is not proven by the actions
of ciergy of the Epswopal, Cathol,
Methodist, Preshyierian, and Lutheran
churches who have d communion seev-
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“Whenever I hear people suggest that if there were no ‘religion,” and no fear of God’s wrath, there would be no
morality, I wish they could meet Anne Gaylor, her family, her many colleagues in this organization, and the
countless other ‘non-believers’ who are working every day to repair the world.” —Anne Treseder

There were those in the feminist movement Anne was heavily involved in, who told her that her atheist activism

was “hurting the cause.” Ironically, there were a few in the freethought movement who told her that her feminist
activism was “hurting the cause”!




Mother, daughter still fight for
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In 1978, Anne was asked to go national with the Freedom From Religion
Foundation, in part because of the Foundation’s early major successes:
Anne had stopped prayers in public schools and at federally funded senior citizen

programs.
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Anti-religion foundation
threatens court action

By GARY ACHTERBERG
Of the Tribune stal

mtphnhommdtauht'smdmw

ciary and Administration Committee

at the meet-

ing by Phyllis Grams, 1126 Grandad Terrace.
The La Crosse chapter of the Eagles Club don-

ated the marker to the city in 1965. There waa no

opposition to it at the time.

The Eagles donsted the markers to many cit-
jes across the country during the 1960s. Anothes
marker is in Lake Park in Winooa, Minn

“u refuse to do it (remove the marker) "nnmtoﬁedadcq?nwemnmm
Mth':,luvenmcptm."llndd. of them wherever they are,” Gaylor said
Gaylor — who sparked the controversy over She said she believes the foundation would

Continued from page |
expects Mywmunn'b-!ol an estimated 500 signatures by

:Cwno:beoggdlthem A tions urging the city to keep the
““There is no way the Ten Commandments can Is.

I, as part of the early group, had stopped prayers at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison graduations, ending a 122-year abuse.

Anne as plaintiff had already filed her first successful lawsuit.
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Atheist’'s complaint filed

By GARY ACHTERBERG
Of the Tribene stalt

Adrissitration Comoutier also voded unanimoudy
~ and without comenent — to lile Gaylor's request
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One cosctl member sald 2.000 people signed peti

The area Shat would be affoctod by the change Is
hasbralle hundead ha floe State Quicd cas Pican

One downlown Wwyer, bowever,
s : wyer, bowever. spoke against
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We were proud of the fact that in December 1976, we even inspired a group of 1,000
fundamentalists and Catholics to pray for us!




All of this had been accomplished on $621.17, a
quarter of that for legal fees! Can you imagine?
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Setting up educational tables

EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS

Establishing a freethought collection
at the University of Wisconsin
Memorial Library




MEDIA APPEARANCES

National reporter in FFRF’s first office

Friendly media




National reporter in FFRF’s first office A frequent radio guest




The Foundation was incorporated in April 1978, after a
meeting held in Indiana with about 16 co-founding
members (above).

You’ll remember we started with just 3 members in 1976.
Today we number over 18,000 with members from every
state.




There were invitations for Anne to appear on
Tom Snyder’s late-night NBC program . . .




Freedom from Religion Foundation Swells

Movement Mounts to Fight Religion's Take-Over of Media
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Anne did the talkshow circuit: Crossfire, the Kup Show, ABC Nightly News,
Oprah Winfrey’s Chicago AM program, the original Larry King radio show
and many other regional TV, newspaper and radio interviews.




When a national reporter covering the Foundation’s
creation wondered if the name “Freedom From
Religion Foundation” might just be a bit too radical,
Anne told him: “More people have been killed in the
name of religion than for any other reason. I think
the world 1s ready for us.”




Local atheists air anti-religion TV spots

By KAYE SCHULTZ
Of The Capital Times Staff

From early morning until sign-off
time, there Is no lack of religious
programming on commercial lelevi-
sion. More than a few stations kick off
their day with “The 700 Club” in the
moming and end with a sermon at
midnight, with Oral Roberts, The
Christophers and Rex Humbard in be-
tween,

Going on Thomas Edison's theory
Lthat “*Religion is all bunk." a Madison-
based group is taking its turn on the
alrwaves with an opposite message,

“Have you ever wondered why
churches do not pay their fair share of
property taxes? Are you aware of the
Increasing ownership of the alrwaves
by religion?" So begins a commercial
of the Freedom From Religion foun-
dation which will beginning running on
WISC-TV Channel 3 in Madison to-
night.

The paid ad, which will run between
5 and 5:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday
and Friday, is the first atheist com-
mercial produced in the country. Anne
Gaylor, founder and president of the
foundation, said the commercial em-
phasizes church-state separation fa-
vored by members of the group.

Anne Gaylor

Gaylor said station officials were
first reluctant to sell time to the
group, “but I did point out when they
give great gobs of time to religion,
how could they not sell us a minute?"

A minute is what they got, and Gay-
lor said the commercials produced at
the Channel 3 studios will be distrib-
uted to foundation members in 37
other states for possible rebroadcast.

Gaylor is still awaiting a decision on
an application for two “public ser-
vice™ TV spots, which would be run by
the station without charge. She said
the commercials were prepared and
submitted at the same time, but the

Sheila Thompson

station has nol given word on whether
1t will run them or not.

Also one-minute spots, the public
service messag

Station manager Steve Herling was

not available for comment early this
morning, but Art Radke, program
services director for Channel 3, said
decisions on public service messages
are made “‘on & case-by-case basis."

“We lry to determine If we [(eel
there's a need, and whether or not in
fact 11 is a public service. Something
such as these reading courses offered
by Evelyn Wood are not & public ser-
vice, although they have tried to con-
vince us they are," he sald.

Radke said public affairs and other
“non-commercial” material makes up
about 10 percent of a week's
programming time, while religious
programming is up to 10 hours a week
plus area clergymen's devolions it
sign-off ume,

Radke said he had not seen the texts
of the proposed public service mes-
sages and could no! comment on
whether or not they or the pald com-
mercials may elicit strong reactions
from viewers.

"Virtually anything we run, at one
Ume or another we get a reaction to, |
can't say how much we'd gel or
whether It would be good or bad
Sometimes the things you really ex-
pect to get a lot of comment on don't
generate much,” he said.

Anne produced the first TV spots and first nontheist commercials ever produced . . .




.. . and the Foundation’s first film, “A Second Look at Religion.”




A cable TV show FFRF produced locally for several years.




Gaylor attacks columnist’s claim
that the Bible ‘limits vengeance’
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Anne continued to make headlines . . .

Gaylor "celebrates’ Christmas
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Roger Simon of the Chicago Sun-Times ran an interview of Anne in August 1978, in
which she said: “I find it embarrassing for people to bow their heads [to pray].
What a perfect way to put something over on someone! I think people would be
better off with their heads up and eyes open.”




That Chicago story, carried around the country, brought us a new member: Ruth Hurmence Green, who became a
dear friend. Anne raised money to publish Ruth’s wonderfully useful book, The Born Again Skeptic’s Guide to the
Bible, in 1979. In July 1981, Ruth, suffering from round 3 of cancer, this one terminal, took control of her own
death with painkillers.

Ruth sent many of her friends goodbye letters, including a very touching letter to my mother, telling her:
“Freedom From must grow and prosper. Freedom depends on freethinkers.” You'll find that motto up on our
website.




Anne worked fulltime for nearly 5 years before taking a very modest salary. She moved us
from a dining-room table operation . . .




.. . to rented offices . . .
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Moving into first offices on Capitol Square, Madison, Wis. . . .




Open House. Anne with feminist colleague
and “unabashed atheist” Connie Threnen.







.. . and finally we moved into our lovely downtown building, paid for with cash in
1991, because Anne has strict notions on nonprofits not going into debt.




Anne in the Foundation’s Elizabeth Elliott Library.




MEMORABLE MOMENTS

The smelly fish sent through the Post Office to
my parents’ home when Anne complained
about an underwater Jesus in a publicly-
owned underwater park in Florida. (no

kidding!)

The toilet left on their front lawn covered with
religious graffiti . . .




v

MORE MEMORABLE
MOMENTS

late-night phone calls by religious jocks after
she complained about prayer at UW-Madison
The rudest audience Anne ever encountered,
when she was invited to speak to a Men’s
Club in Sauk City. Wis. The hostile audience
interrupted, then adjourned the meeting so

The belches and burps that accompanied
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The large-set Roman Catholic woman who came up from the audience after Anne appeared on
a Philadelphia TV talk show in 1983, who grabbed my mother from behind, and choked her
and wouldn’t let go. My Dad, who fortunately was with her, couldn’t budge the assailant until
he used his crutches! The attack made the Philly newspapers.




A serene moment on the
road visiting with a kitten.
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The strange young man who came up to both of us after we had appeared on another eastcoast
TV show, and announced to us: “All atheists should be killed.”

The man who phoned our office after a local complaint in the 1990s and told Anne when she
picked up the phone: “You should be shot” (one of several death threats over the years).
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The letter from a man in Michigan telling her a couple Y 7 7 ARt
of years ago: “My rifle is loaded.” ‘ — \ﬂ/"
Being able to pre-empt 15 minutes of the PTL Club on B - . o N o
Madison’s CBS network, so she and the Foundation - ' ' 7
could make an Equal Time response to Pat Robertson! _ - -
(Before Reagan croaked Equal Time.) B ‘ i & ,‘
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The page 1 story above the fold in the Capital Times headlined: “A woman who inspires respect,
anger.” The reporter wrote that Anne had “prompted more letters to the editor” than any other
issue, “and if a poll were taken, she’d probably get more name recognition than the mayor of

Madison.”




Anti-Bible ads
to ride city buses
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FFRF scrapbooks are full of stories and memorable headlines. One of my favorites: the news story
reporting Anne was putting anti-bible ads in Madison buses to counter religious ads . . .




Anti-Bible ads annoy clergymen

By William N Wincke
and Doug Mell
Of The State Jowrnal
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T™he Frecdom From  Heligion
Fousdaton ts 4 aaliosal o gasisalon
st o Mondisen and bwaded by \oow
Caylor, who placed D ads

Clergy, 1o groeral, bebeve My
Caydr vad the legal M 1o place the
ivertbwroeals. bul ey still dosY
e them

“Legaly, the ol s protecied by

Pree speech, | #ppone.” st Bshop

Bishop George Wirx

George Wure, seciiary Sdep of Lhe
Madison Cathobe (hocese and pater
of St Rernard's Cathalie Chesch of Memonal Bapust Chureh, Verons,
“Motally, avy allack on e Ayior's righ te place
feres s of concern 16 me, [

an silack, e thix oo, which b inac “1 thask she's got every right in 1he
cerabe 58 based on 3 poor seder.  world 10 de IL” Hamslion sasd

Wisconain State Journad, Friday, December 30, 1583
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Torm fo Poge 2, Col )

Anti-Bible ads irritate

Continved from Poge |

Placingt pre Bikde advertisettmsts
Sonesfeldl B sty o8 4 w
m fr whal tye of advertie
5 e cay willl acoopt on b
Ye sl e wants bo prechade orstacsd
et pemenin
There i a very Dow hoe 10 delioe
Wil wr mead by " Semeriesd

As of Wie sflerwos Tharsday,
Somerield sand be had recetved seves
phone calls abont e anth-Bitle a0
vertuements Madown Metro tad re
covved seven culls sad the oflice of
Mayor Joseph Sersendecomer had re
coned e

Somerfeld sasd one of bas callers
suppociad the ofy 1 alliwing the of
Serlisements o8 buws

.. . followed by the stories reprinted around the country reporting that “clergy
were annoyed” by those ads!




Here’s to
1983’s boors,
dolts, sleazes

By DAVID BLASKA
Captut Times Salt Wiker

11 bt bewn & very good year, 193
Ay yoar (he human race survives as
2 5pOCHes B5 B good year

As abways, howover, the march of
peman progrom M sowed by the
lagoes of Its members. Just as Adam
fearned from his fall 3o must we al

Megwwilh are memorialized (e
sirivers ameomy et who stumble (= e
siretch, ihe guests who spcheck al
Julia Cradd dimmer parties, the fallen
angris with clipon wisgs.

The ertterta: They mast be local or
Wisconmn individuals who have In
sliod B collective wisdorn or of
fended Lhe Lees sensitulities of Cagn
tal Tumes readers during 1981

Actual volators of the crimumal

oo have been referted 10 e mar
oion of 136 cxhminal atice system

No, e dollnd two doten named
Mrwiz are guity of nothing fmere
s an advanced case of bad ferm,
chetzpeh, proeral lackibess, epre-
gons bad taste, promedilaled pee
vancalmm, Bhiading stupedily, door
tpew and sieaze They are sot rol
ften to e core, just 8 lttle ranchd
arowad e edges

Nonetheless, as Michael Corieone
would say, this ts where we seflle &3
aocounia Drum rofl, please

1 Demgias Quine Gruber and Ted
Keyes  two senshbuciiog [reedom
Nghters who sued Lhe state for wex
Gscrimination became they weren|
comdered for Aloe 1n Dairyland
Ganii, step amde! Bolh guyy sboe
weenlly sdmitied they &doY really

(Soe DOLTS, Page 190, Who's who? For the key to this chart of "83 anti-heroes, turn to Page 10! QAN

Anne has'been constantly blasted in the media, in editorials and in letters.
Whole editorial pages have been turned over to letters about her activism.




Editorial Page ormm:s

Madison, Wisconsin _ 45-8%3
Monday, Feb. 20, 1984
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Gaylor keeps Christians
a0 their toes: Brown
MADISON = [ found Linda Thoos
wa's Fed 13 artiche on Aane Gaylor
obwmymd.mi
sappropciale as s headline story

At & Chrwstisn, | can hosestly say |
s thaskful for Asae Gaylor, She has
wtved 1o awsken from lethargy
Bose of ua who oppose het Viewpount
ad she (ngpires ut 1o défine and
Jacuiato cur owa beliefs

She has forced us 10 realne thal
o religious values are in jeopardy
24 could even b oullawed saless
we Lake 2 stand S0 preserve the poin-
wples upon which this cotalry was
sended

The Declarstion of InSependence
aciuded God Tt begins: “All men ..

ae eadowed by thelr Creator with
s snabenable rghty” and 2
205 “with a flrm redance on e pre-
wction of divise providence.”

The ConsUlsthon puaramess free.'
om of retpon, not freedom from
thigon = Asa Brown

Kelly: Don’t spread
saylor's ‘demonic’ views
MADISON — In U the years thal
ﬁ('aglul'nmﬂmheﬁw
;MImedm~
ulmwnm:’lmﬂh\be
mmy'mumhvummxw
pout Ante Gaylor, accompanied by
color pictece.
uyvnnloqm-.l,spubapinﬂ
ye Idie and puls up posters (agatnst
3¢ Bitie) i public, cads prayers in &
choot and = senior citizen meal pro-
sums . . . should not be on the frost
ape
GMWMM
ahpmmbmw—ln
oha Kelly

hylocwlﬂcmmnlly
ind faith: Withelm

&d Paul almost 3,000 years ago. and
&8 it ¢ Whittaker Chambers, Mal-
codn Mugperidge, Cladre Booth Luce
and mamy olher sabelevers who
wove also intellectzals, she will as
they did, become 3 strong disciple for
the faith

We welcome Gaylor because we
uodptqlellnmepw«ﬂw
she dopiays She can be assured of
cur conlimued prayers for her comver-
ston. — Louls A. Wilbelm

Don't inflame hate,
controversy, Fay pleads
MADISON — Why give Anne Gay-
Jor the publicily she seehs? Wiy In
Natee controversy and hate? lsnt %
ovious 1hat our communily is ters
npﬂbmmm'

Please, ezough. — Jim Fay

Atheists can't be
U.S. citizens: Gisvold

MARSHFIELD — There |§ sppar:
e-llyw:mnlhw-
aled 2% ix the case with
* Anne Gayloe, fler calling the Catholic
Church the “epey” I bul ome exam-
ple of 1his \gnorance ...

An athetst cannet be 4 eftien of
this natios. The last sexteace of the
Declaration of Independence notes
= . 'with a lirm relance on the pro-
weton of divine providence, we
mutuslly pledge to exch other our
Bves, our fortunes and our sacred
hooor."

Where I the homor of the Asne
-c-,mauu-m‘mum
homot &= the of death, or
bgolry and Matred? The sthetsi s
withoul hoosr, as delined by the Dec-
laration of lpdependence . . . =
Thomas G. Gisveld

Gaylor cuts through
right-wing ‘smog’; Taylor

BLOOMER — Amne Gaylor de-
v tha bishedt neaien Peonle who

Anne Gaylor: lightning

’

Anoe Gayler

e hevoes of our times.
tumwwthlmhy
o citizens will be tlanght the facts
stoul the mmuam-a
slate Then ‘cbscenities like Ronakd
m-m-;-v«xummrmnu
wyuum»-mm&

Gaylor endangers her
own freedom, Kessler says

VERONA — 1 find it iefimitely
easber to believe thal an &l powerfal
God cun make & mule speak than to
belleve that the istentson of the Firs
Amendment 4, a8 Aane Gayler says,
mwnup-wum;wk.c-
Lot *

It seems Gaylor has forgoilen that
our system of governmest gearan
toes the right of all proups, ecludag
w‘xmmhnmwhﬂ
and pablic expression. [f she were 33
tamiliar With hustory &s she claims,
she would realise 1hat by atlempting
10 silence thase with whom she disa-
mmbmwm
freedom she |8 sopposedly trying %o
sphoid

Her comments reveal net only her
extreme peejodice against anyone
with dfering views bet also her o

A typical headline: “Anne Gaylor,
Lightning Rod.”
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Thursday, January 13, 1983, Section 1, Page 10

Wisconsin State Journal

Today's mail

lmqmnadalaemalm
ters In last Saturday's pape
garding Anpne Gaylor and lht
Christmas signs on Metro buses.

One letter compared Ms. Gay-
Jor'’s action to Hitler's time Did
the writer know Hitler was a
Catholic® How can the writer say
Ms Gaylor dominates our way of

7 1 never saw any signs
that said “Keep Gaylor in Christ-
mas."”

Another wriler was concerned
with what the early settlers would
say about Ms, Gaylor's action. I'm
sure they would appland her.
Many settlers fled their countries
because of religlous domination. It
warries me to think Christians are
dominating a8 country that is a
melting pot for all relsgions.

“Majority rules” was the Uitle
of one letter. Majorily rules al the
expense of an oppressed minority,
Whatever happened to “all men
created equal?™

The caly fair way to deal with
religious posters in cily buses
would be to have all religions rep-
resented, including atheism. This
would be rdiculous because there
woulint be any room for the pas-
sengers. — Dan Colleran, Madison

Where is love?

It seems the Christians who
had thelr letters printed in Satur-
day's Wisconsin State Journal for-
got to “love thy neighbor” when
they attacked Anne Gaylor,

Ms. Gaylor did not request that
non-religious signs be placed on
the cily's buses. She did not n-
fringe on unyone's freedom. In-
stead, certain Christiins did that.

}Vhy do so many people fail Lo

Gaylor defended

Although Anne Gaylor ks mare
than articulate enough to defend

nd Lo the in
Wisconsin State Journal on
Jan B

Other options available
I do not Sndersiand Wwhy Sy

. and drew support as well.




ACHIEVEMENTS

On the nice side, Anne has received national, state and local awards . . .




.. .among them a Recognition award

presented in person by Dr. Paul Erhlich in
1983 from ZPG . ..




. a Humanist Heroine Award in 1985 by

the American Humanist Association . ..




WVisconsin NOW

:

*

"
v

b as

’
ats

... and “Feminist of the Year” by the Wisconsin National Organization for Women in 1994.




State Rep. Rebecca Young said
at that gathering: “It is the

Anne Gaylors who move us on
the road to women’s equality.”




Anne by her secular solstice
message at the Wisconsin State
Capitol. Photo by Brent

Nicastro.

tHE ' : : ¥ Anne is fondest of being named
MAY req - N , “Madison’s favorite religious

: : y leader” by the Isthmus weekly
Lhere are 0 oty : n 1989, which reported:

N0 devils po mpek

“You named more than 940
religious leaders from every
sect imaginable, from street
preachers and born-again
revivalists to priests, pastors,
chaplains, rabbis and bishops,
clear to the Pope Himself. But
after all the ecclesiastical dust
had settled, you decided to go
with Freedom From Religion
leader Anne Gaylor.”




Mostly, though, Anne has
given out the awards.
Here she hands Ellie
Smeal of Feminist
Majority a “Freethought
Heroine” plaque.




With Nobel Laureate Steven
Weinberg, recipient of the

premiere “Emperor Has No
Clothes” award, in 1999.




Tomah area native crusades against religion
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Action, not plaudits, is what my mother is interested in. Over the years, her assessmept gf her .
achievements has varied. The Wisconsin State Journal, which carried an indepth profile in 1979, included

the line:

“Anne Gaylor: a woman who successfully battled Wisconsin’s anticontraception law, yet lists among her
paramount achievements: the breastfeeding of twins.”

La &rosse Tribuoe. Job. 25, 1974




For her, it’s onward atheist soldiers against religion
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Her unusual formal resume
lists accomplishments such as
1ssuing the first news release
calling for the recall of Dane
County Judge Archie
Simonson, for labeling rape a
“normal reaction” in 1977. He
was successfully recalled from

office—the first such recall
since the 1940s.
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Abortion bill
foes warn

I‘Kee

interviewed on CNN, the story
went national, Andrus vetoed

the bill.
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In 1995, Anne got in the petition-writing business again,
to save “Miss Forward” (embodying Wisconsin’s state
motto, “Forward!”) one of the few public pieces of
sculpture of, by and for women, on the grounds of the
Wisconsin State Capitol.

With State Sen. Fred Risser sounding the alarm, we
spearheaded a successful petition drive with a coalition of
feminists and preservationists. Today you can see
Forward in front of State Street, moved from her original
perch, but recast for posterity.




—

One of Anne’s proudest accomplishments in the mid-1990s was, quote: “picketing
our anti-woman governor for an hour during a temperature of ten below zero and
not having to take a break to warm up.” Anne, at left.
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One of Anne’s most impressive accomplishments has been helping 14,000
low-income women exercise their rights to Roe v. Wade through the
Women’s Medical Fund. When you hear the myth that atheists don’t start
or run charities, tell them about Anne.




Anne with colleagues at the 1992 prochoice March for Women’s Lives in D.C.




Photo by Brent Nicastro

As Foundation president, she has conscientiously nurtured
FFREF, always considering it a privilege to work for a
nonprofit. She never gives up in her goal to keep church
and state separate. She is a lightbulb-over-the-head-kind of
person, never still except to take phone calls. A true
activist, she moves swiftly: to organize protests, file
lawsuits, and write erring officials. She rarely took
vacations or even sick days. She has come into work most
weekends for 20-some years, and is usually the last to
leave the office. She has chosen the lawsuits we take and
counts many of them as her most significant achievements.
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There's onlg time to excerpt just a few of the notes we’ve been
receiving about Anne’s retirement. Nothing is more sincere than
the unsolicited opinion of a former employee. Adrienne Keith, now
an attorney who worked with us as a bright college student,
emailed me:

“It's sad to hear that Anne is retiring. She ran the Foundation with
dignity, grace and compassion.”




With Lucille Zarse, Ind., and Supreme Court litigant Vashti McCollum, Ill.




Clara Carlson, one of our oldest members at age 97,

wrote Anne:
“The structure of the legacy you leave is one to be very

proud of and the rest of us to be grateful for.”
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Planned Parenthood of Appleton Wis., wrote Anne: “You have been a beacon of
light to thousands of women. You can retire with the satisfaction that you have
consciously made a difference to these women and their reproductive rights.

Congratulations.”




One of our longest-time members, Hulda Pelzl, a
Life Member from Illinois, sent Anne a note: “I
don’t want to ever see FFRF come to an end. It’s
the best ever organization for Religious Freedom
and from 1t.”




Connie Threinen
Photo by Brent Nicastro

Now we have some kind friends here in
person to say a few words about Anne.

CONNIE THREINEN is a longtime
feminist-atheist, the great grand niece of
Margaret Fuller, chaired the Wisconsin
Women’s Network for many years and today
1s chair of the Madison Institute.




Photo by Brent Nicastro

KEN TAUBERT our longtime

volunteer treasurer, volunteer,
and friend.




Anne, Catherine Fahringer, and Annie Laurie Gaylor

CATHERINE FAHRINGER. Foundation officer and San Antonio activist who told
me nothing would stop her from coming to this tribute and we’re so glad nothing did!




Anne and Paul Gaylor
Photo by Brent Nicastro

CITATION FROM Wisconsin State ASSEMBLY, made possible by State Rep. Terese Berceau.

Citation reads:

The State of Wisconsin

Citation by the Assembly

KNOW YOU BY THESE PRESENTS:

WHEREAS, Anne Nicol Gaylor was born near Tomah, Wisconsin, graduated from Tomah High School, worked her
way through UW — Madison, graduated with a degree in English, and embarked on a successful business career,
including opening the first private employment agency in Madison, Wisconsin, and serving as editor of the award-
L winning Milddleton Times Tribune newspaper; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Gaylor has been extremely active in the ongoing struggle for women’s rights and equality,
through her efforts to create the Women’s Medical Fund, her work with groups such as Wisconsin Citizens for
Family Planning and Wisconsin NOW, as a founding member of the Dane County Women’s Political Caucus, and
as author of the petition to save “Miss Forward”, one of the few public pieces of sculpture of, by, and for women, on
the grounds of the Wisconsin Capitol; and

WHEREAS, as founder and president of the national Freedom From Religion Foundation, Ms. Gaylor has successfully protested numerous
violations of the Establishment Clause of the Constitution and initiated awards and scholarships to encourage First Amendmentand student
activism; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Gaylor has received numerous accolades for her work, including Wisconsin NOW Feminist of the Year, the Service and
Commitment Award from the WI Chapter of the National Women’s Political Caucus, and Humanist Heroine of the Year from the Amercan
Humanist Association; now, therefore,

Representative Terese Berceau, on behalf of the Wisconsin State Assembly, under Assembly Rule 97, hereby commends Anne Nicol Gaylor on her
decades of service to women and congratulates her on her retirement as president of the Freedom From Religion Foundation andas administrator
of the Women’s Medical Fund.

Representative Terese Berceau

76th Assembly District

Representative John G. Gard

Speaker of the Assembly

Representative Stephen J. Freese

Speaker Pro Tempore

STATE CAPITOL

MADISON, WISCONSIN

Friday , October 29, 2004




Wis. Sen. Fred Risser and Anne Gaylor
Photo by Brent Nicastro

State Sen. Fred Risser has been a stalwart at the Wisconsin State Capitol , would have made a wonderful
governor and has been a wonderful friend to our district. We are honored that he has attended in person to
deliver a citation/plaque from the Wisconsin State Senate. Citation reads:

State of Wisconsin
Citation by the Senate

KNOW YOU BY THESE PRESENTS:
WHEREAS, Anne Nicol Gaylor will retire as president of Freedom From Religion Foundation and from the

day-to-day administration of the Women’s Medical Fund in November; and
WHEREAS, While Anne is most known for her tireless work for Freedom From Religion Foundation and the
Women’s Medical Fund, she began her career as a businesswoman. In 1958, Anne started Madison’s first
temporary help agency, and in 1959, she started an employment agency for those seeking permanent work;
EREAS, From 1966 to 1970, Anne and her husband Paul owned the Middleton Times Tribune. It was
during this time that Anne found herself at the forefront of the debate on abortion rights in Wisconsin. In
1967, she wrote the first editorial calling for the legalization of abortion in Wisconsin. The editorial brought
many phone inquiries from women looking for access to abortion and contraceptive services. In 1968, Anne
founded a Madison Branch of the Wisconsin Committee to Legalize Abortion. In 1972, Anne established a
volunteer referral service for the women in need of abortion, contraceptive and sterilization services. That
same year, she co-founded the Women’s Medical Fund to help low-income women gain greater access to

) o health and reproductive services; and ) _ S
WHEREAS, As a leading activist for women, Anne realized that the real enemy to women was the wide-ranging religious influence on government.

In 1976, Anne founded the Freedom From Religion Foundation, which became a national tax-exempt educational group in 1978; and

WHEREAS, Since the founding of the Freedom From Religion Foundation, Anne has been involved in numerous lawsuits against all levels of
government, successfully protesting violations of the Establishment Clause of the United States Constitution from Postal Service cancellation marks
to government funding of “faith based” organizations; and

WHEREAS, Anne’s activism on behalf of two controversial causes—abortion rights for the poor and the right to freedom from religion—has never
wavered and even in retirement, she will still remain a presence in fighting against the no-holds-barred attacks for the right; now

THEREFORE, the members of the Wisconsin Senate on the motion of Senator Fred A. Risser do congratulate ANNE NICOL GAYLOR on the
occasion of her retirement and thank her for her longtime activism on behalf of many liberal causes.

FRED A. RISSER

State Senator

ALAN LASEE

President of the Senate
ROBERT J. MARCHANT
Chief Clerk of theSenate
October 29, 2004




State Senate
quietly stops

opening

By Arthur Srb
Assoclated Press

Quietly ending a long Uradition,
Wisconsin senators have abandoned
prayer as a part of the formal cere-

mony opening their work days n
Madison

Instead of an invocation, senators
now are called upon o take part in &
moment of “silent meditation” follow-
ng the daity roll call and pledge of
aliegiance.

. the Senate's action
came nearly two years after federal
court decisions handed defeats lo
eritics who maintained the Invoca
tons a Constitutional
violation of separation of church and

state.

1n 1983, the U.S. Supreme Court up-
held the night of the Nebraska Legis-
lature 1o employ a chaplain and open
each sesston with a sectarian prayer

“I'm delighted.” saxt Aane Gaylor,
# prominent Madison activist for
separation of church and state. “] can
onlyviewuasastcpfoward Iam
very oleased.”

prayer

-
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Sen. Risser
“This has nothing to do with Anne
Gaylor," Risser insisted.
Ms. Gaylor filed a lawsuit against
Risser and other legslators in US.
District Court in 1978, seeking an -

take pari.

Risser said the decision to drop
the prayer met wilh some objections
in the caucus, but most lawmakers
seem happy.

“t's working very well" Risser
gaid. "It accomplishes the purpase of
giving members & moment 1o think
about what the day has in store.”

some Democrals wanted 1o "ot
out the pledge of allegiance bul 5o
many objected thal we decided o
keep it rather than fight i out"
Risser sail

There is no statutary provision for
a prayer to open sessions in either
house of the Legislature. Senate rules

the “first order of business
after the roll call shall be the pledge
of allegiance and prayer, If any."

Assembly Democratic Majority
Leader Dismas Becker of Milwaukee,
a former Catholle priest, said he
would not abject strongly to the elimi
watian af the anening praver in the

(And it was especially gracious of
Sen. Risser to overlook the fact
that Anne once even sued him!)
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Mike and Helen Hakeem
Photo by Brent Nicastro

MIKE HAKEEM. Michael Hakeem, professor of sociology
emeritus, at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, served on the
governing board of the Executive Council and was its chairperson
for many years. He was also hands-on volunteer for a decade.
Today he is 88 and confined to a wheelchair in a nursing home.




.

Anne Gaylor with attorney Jody Helms filing an early lawsuit. Mike
Hakeem’s tribute featured many of the Foundation’s legal actions
under Anne’s direction.




By Dorothy Austin

Gaylor flghts ‘Year

Madison — Anse Gaylor describes herself as 2
“reborn secularist”

Last yeaz, Gaylor, director of the Freedom From
Religion Foundation, was unsuccessful in a federal
court effort 1o stop Presidest Reagan from pro-
claiming 1953 as the “Year of the Bidle,” After he
designated the “Year of the Bidie" in hhnwy
Gaylor vowed to renew her court fight against the
preclamation

It was 2 bodd move from a soft-spoken feminist
and [reethinker whose anti-religion crusade has
taken her all over the country.

Gaylor, 56, appears laziy on television and
radio talk shows from San Frascisco to Bestoa,
from Chicago to Washington, D.C., raising
$70,000 a year to promote her canse,

In raising funds for the foundstion publications,
films, buttons and bumper stickers precisimiag
“The Bitle is 0 Grim Fairy Tale,” she also raises
money for her $12.000 sanusl salary.

She traced the development of her Ideas on reli-
glon in & recent interview,

Born snd brought up I Tomah, she attended 2
one-room country school. She worked her way
through the University of Wisconsia — Madison,
where she majored in English and gr ted in

™

Anne Gaylor

that she began to challenge organized religion
publicly.

“1 ke 10 go 10 the root of a problem and it
mwmlhmdngmtmnyolm

1949,

Her father was a farmer who graduated from
. UW with a degree in agriculture and her mother,
also a coliege graduste, was a teacher,

In her family, she recalled, those who believed
in the Bible were not regarded as “troe intellec-
tuals.™

“It was understood in our family that the Bible
mlbookolmythsudhhlundwnuulobe
taken seriously," she sald.

After graduating, she held many jobs, She start-
ed the first tem eeapl t service in
Madison {a 1957, she sald. Later, whea her cdil-
dren were young, she started a private employ-
ment ageacy with a partner.

R bee fihiad Mewd cha hacakd smd ran tha

iy of s p was_
wmum she said.
In ber television and radio work, she enjoys cit-

ing chapler and verse from the Bible in her soft,
feminiae volce.

“From Timothy, Chapter Two. ‘Let the woman
learn in silence, with sil subjection. But I suffer
0ot & woman o teach nor to usurp suthority over
the man, but to be In silence. For Adam was first
formed, then Eve. And Adam was 8ot decelved,
but the woman being deceived was in the trans.
gression.” ™

Her translation: “Put the blame on Mame.”

Gaylor alse quotes fromn Corinthians 114,

~Let your Kkeep silence in the church
lorllhno(p-‘n?u_ld_unl_hugow:bﬂu'_q

of Bible’

For three yoars, she has taken her unpopular
position pudlicly, standin; ’f -p agsinst an over-
whelming majority view.

“Ml.youn-mganmbuklnm
and then you dish it out,” she ssid.

*“1 feel that if | were criticiziog religion off the
10p of my head, | woulda't {ee) comfortable about
it, but | am someone who has read the Bible and |
have observed for many years, and kept my eyes
open and mouth shut and made observations and
stadied religion and now | have something to say."

“I know that we are a nation of Bible illiter-
ates.” she sxid.

Few of thuse who love the Bible have read the
[Hible. and if they had, they might feel differently
sbout it, she maintained.

“When someone says the Bible is a beautiful
beok, that the Song of Solomon Is bosutiful, for
example, 1 say that it is sexist, that the Song of
Salomon makes 8 woman a sex object.”

She also maintains that the Bible is full of vio-
lence approved by & deity — mass murders, sex,
incest, endorsement of child abuse.

This year the Freedom from Rel Founda-
thahomrunﬂwoueuhpnm 0 essays 0n
the Bible. Among the suggested essay titles are
“Cruoelties in the Bible.”

© When she's on the road, appearing on call-in
shows, the hostility is thick.

It is clear that some people would do e ia i
they could,™ she said.

“Howsever, people think we are being inundated
with hate maill, and that is not true. Most of our
mail is positive,” she said,

One of her mare unnerving incidents came after
& television talk show in ladeiphis when &
youeg man who scemed (o be very agitated spe
proached her, looked her In the face and sald, “All
athelsts should be killed.™

She wondered what it was sbout religion that
made people intolerant,

Views such as that are enough 1o make any
fresthinkine nersan a “rehorn sseularics ™ she con.

Michael Hakeem: “One memorable early lawsuit was Gaylor v. Reagan, in which FFRF challenged a
resolution by Congress to declare 1983 to be “the Year of the Bible.” Although the lawsuit was declared
moot after Reagan signed the proclamation, it delayed his signing of the bill several months, and

modified the language. Most importantly, the lawsuit engendered publicity around the nation on the
pitfalls of the bible.”




Anne with attorney Alice
Schultz filing a lawsuit.




Michael Hakeem:

“As administrator of the Women’s Medical
Fund, she soundly won Gaylor v.
Hanaway, In 1989, then-Wis. Attorney
General Donald Hanaway unlawfully
signed the State of Wisconsin to a friend
of the court brief before the Supreme
Court in support of overturning Roe v.
Wade. Hanaway was forced to withdraw
the brief. It was a politically important
victory.”




Dan Barker and Anne Gaylor in Denver at the site of one of the Foundation’s challenges of Ten
Commandments on public property.

Attorney Robert Tiernan, who brought the Colorado challenge and several others for the
Foundation, sent this note:

“To Anne Nicol Gaylor: The most thoughtful, supportive, understanding and best client I have
ever represented in my 45 years of practicing law. It has been a wonderful experience.”




URTVICOURTHERS
PANECO v:;‘

Plaintiffs line up after filing a lawsuit which ended a
violation at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. The
campus had shared student names and addresses with
campus proselytizers.




Plaintiffs Dan Barker, Anne
Gaylor, Ken Taubert, Connie
Threinen and Prof. Michael

Hakeem in a court challenge
in the 1980s.




Good Friday plaintiffs: FFRF staffer Dan Barker, state employee Prof.
Michael Hakeem, state employee Richard Uttke, FFRF staffer Annie Laurie
Gaylor, Anne Gaylor, and state employees Sam and Jennifer Essak.

Michael Hakeem: “FFRF won its challenge of Wisconsin’s Good Friday state
holiday in 1996. Our lawsuit overturned a 1945 law mandating worship and
closure of public offices on Good Friday.”




Plaintiffs Dan Barker, Annie Laurie Gaylor,
Anne Gaylor, Rev. Charles Wolfe

Michael Hakeem: “FFRF won a nationally
watched lawsuit declaring Wisconsin’s creation
of a post to ‘assist clergy’ unconstitutional, the
so-called ‘Marriage Savers’ case, 2000.”
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Michael Hakeem:

“FFRF won a decision at the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals ruling direct subsidy to parochial schools
unconstitutional in 2000.”

“FFRF took and won the first fully adjudicated federal
lawsuit challenging direct funding of a faith-based agency,
Faith Works of Milwaukee, in 2002.”




Dan Barker at the Tennessee school that was teaching
bible classes.

Michael Hakeem:

“FFRF won “Scopes II,” before the 6th Circuit Court of
Appeals, halting 51 years of unlawful bible instruction in
Rhea Co. (Dayton, Tenn.) schools, this summer.

“Just this October, FFRF won its federal lawsuit in
Montana in which faith-based nursing through the
‘Montana Faith-Health Cooperative’ was funded and
merged with two Montana state offices!

“This summer the Foundation also filed suit against George
Bush’s creation of the White House Office of Faith-based
nitiatives and similar cabinet level posts, another nationally
watched case.
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“Anne leaves behind her a great record of accomplishments in doing what she sought to do.

“But it 1s not all litigation. Those who read Freethought Today will recall seeing the exchange of correspondence
between FFRF and violators of the First Amendment, under the title, ‘It pays to complain.” Sometimes a gentle
polite letter reminding officials that they are violating the First Amendment, a longtime principle of American
democracy, will result in compliance.

“Anne — I’'m sure that I speak for all of us when I wish you a happy and comfortable retirement. You have done a
great service for our society, so vigorously defending the constitutional edict to keep church and state separate.”




Family members introduced at the tribute were Anne’s son,
Andy, co-owner of Frugal Muse used bookstore chains, Lisa
Strand, his wife, executive director of the Wisconsin Library

Association.




... and their daughter Lily Anne Gaylor, age three.




You’ve met Dan and me. We were Dan, Annie Laurie, Anne and friend Andrea Spuhler
married in 1987.




Our daughter, Anne’s first grandchild, is 15. Anne with Sabrina as baby




o
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Anne’s son Ian, Annie Laurie’s twin brother, teaches fifth grade. His wife Nancy McClements
1s head of Reference, UW-Madison Memorial Library. (They are Scottish dancers as you can
see from the photograph.)




Twins Ian and Annie Laurie at our 96th birthday party.




PAUL GAYLOR: My father has worked as a volunteer for the
Foundation for 28 years. His volunteerism has been extensive.
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In a 1979 piece about “power couples” in the Madison
area which included an interview with my parents, my
Dad, who was a contractor at that time, told the
newspaper:

“I'm not saying the work I do is unimportant—it isn’t, but
if I wasn’t doing it, somebody else would. What Anne is
doing is something that has already changed the world in
some small way—it is something which will last.” Today,
he calls his wife, correctly, a “national treasure.”
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He has cleaned washrooms, vacuumed, and bundled
hundreds of thousands of issues of Freethought Today.
This summer when Dan had a virus, my father came in
and worked 8 hours during the weekend to tie up
newspapers for our mailing of Freethought Today to
spare Dan the exertion. Every workday starts with his
expertly brewed tea to order drunk by my mother and
me and offered to the staff. He brews the tea — my
mother serves it. We've been utterly spoiled. It’s a
gracious way to start the workday:.




We will really miss Jody, too, his dependability,
willingness to do anything, and constant support.




Photo by Brent Nicastro

When a valued employee departs after 28 years of diligent
work, it 1s customary to give such an employee a gold
watch. We have one engraved, with thanks, for all of Jody’s
years of labor and commitment.




Activism is her business

By Willlam R. Wineke - It was difficult to think of a token

rmeansy for Anne—she doesn’t wear a watch!
If you're not a friend of Anne

Nicol Gaylor, chances are most of
what you know aboet her is based
on stereotype.

Gaylor, founder and president of
the national Freedom From Reli
glon Foundation, Is (requently in
the news as she challenges one gov-
crument policy or another that she
feels provides illegal support for or-
ganized religion

She also Is an outspoken propo-
nent of abortion rights and founded
the Women's Medical Fund, which
has ralsed money to belp more than
5,000 low-income women obtain

However, there are other things
in Anne Gaylor's resume that most
of us don't know,

Here are some detalls

Gaylor, 66, was born on a farm
pear Tomah and attended a ope-
room country school. Her father
managed a feed-and-grain coopera«
Uve in Tomah

She is a 1949 graduate of UW-
Madison and was an English major.

Mont of her career was spent not
as an activist, but as a business-
woman

“I grew up In & family of entre-
prenewrs,” Gaylor sald. “We had
lots of people In our family who
were in business for themselves ™

She started Madison's first tem-

\  porary-belp service, and a few
years later, started lhe’ city's first




Anne receiving her “Emperor Has No Clothes” award. (Photo by Brent Nicastro)

We have a special award at the Foundation. We're not spendthrifts with it. It’s
very hard to earn. Anne is really a a co-creator of this award. But it took Anne
nearly 2 years of trial and error, very difficult, 3 different versions, to find
someone who could make the award to our specifications and finally found the
company that produces the Oscars to make it for us.

Although no one has done more to earn it than my mother, the real reason we're
awarding “The Emperor Has No Clothes” award to Anne now is because we know
she will miss him. It’s on display at the top of our staircase at work, and we enjoy

seeing him every day. It won’t take up much space, Mom. This Emperor belongs
with youl!




Before Anne comes up to claim her Emperor Has No Clothes Award, two long distance friends, Philip and Marjorie
Appleman, have also written a song for Anne that Dan will play. Phil, the poet laureate of the Freethought
movement, and Margie, a playwright, wrote this poem for Anne, fittingly set to the tune of “Margie””

FOR ANNE GAYLOR

(to the melody of “Margie, I'm always thinking of you, Margie”)
By Marjorie & Philip Appleman

Anne Gaylor, we’ll always think of you, Anne Gaylor,
We'll tell the world we love you,

Won'’t forget the good you have done

For F-F-R-F, atheists, and everyone,

Anne Gaylor, you've been our inspiration

Smiling, tried-and-true.

After all 1s said and done,

There 1s really only one,

Anne Gaylor, Anne Gaylor, it’s you!




Dane County

Wisconsin State Journal Sunday, June §, 1985, Section 4 »

Activist atheist
fights hard, wins

By David Dishneau
Associated Press

Anne Gayior,
Mhetst, wanis you lo
read the Eitde

Then she wanmts
you o wash yowr
hands of relgion

“Anyone who hae-
des & Bide has

Anne Gaylor

“The teats that teach hatred and murder are hard fo
Count pnd (he descrptions of acts of vengeaace and
torture al dommate mach of the Bible cannot be
maiched for ferocily in all of Merature”

Ms. Gaylor, 55 i e founder and president of the
Freedom Freem W Foundatien, & Madison-
beused that promotes sideiem, homan-
e aod secularism under the cobrolls lehel of

The foundation alse spomsors an aancul essay
contest wilh a 81,000 prive for college students (this
year's lopic: What's wrong with fundamentalism)®
Asd foundation messbers are escouraged 1o we
geermilla tactics, such as placing beight yellow stick-
ers reading “Waming' Literal bedef & this book
may endasgec your health and ife!” in motel-room

Ms Gaylor savors her victories, but freetsg the
mmmumumm She sald she
was nearly by & womas
-bonﬂdwhvm‘nﬁmdhd*
once received & dead fad in U mad froon 3 Florsd-
an who odjected 10 the foundation's efforts 1o Bave

“It's probably the comntry's least popular cause ™
Ms Gayler said of her work. “There are 80 many
people who tarm pale al the word athedst™

Ms. Gaylor, who is married with four childres,
said she was railved (o a freethought dome near
Towah Fler mother doed when she was a baby and
her Gather, & farmer who @ed when she was 19,
found religon “embarrassing *

“le felt & was emsbarrassing 10 dave people talk.
iny ahaet & nerannal redatsanchen utth 3 methical flo.

It’s been a privilege for Dan and me to work
alongside you all these years.

This headline says it all.

END
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