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Boston beckons for FFRF’s exciting convention

When you think of Boston, what comes to mind first?
The marathon? Baked beans? The Red sox or Celtics?

Well, for Freedom From Religion Foundation mem-
bers, maybe it’ll be that FFRF’s 44th annual convention
will be held there from Friday, Nov. 19-Sunday, Now.
21, 2021, at the Boston Park Plaza Hotel. (The event is
limited to those who are fully vaccinated for Covid-19.
See back page for details on “Covid rules.”)

“We look forward to a celebratory event and warm
reunion with members,” says FFRF Co-President An-
nie Laurie Gaylor. “We’ve put together an amazing
line-up of leading authors and freethought and sec-
ular activists.”

The conference will open informally on Thursday
night, Nov. 18, with early registration and a two-hour

FFRF: Records reveal link
between the Trump White

appetizer reception at the Boston Park Plaza. Regis-
tration resumes at 7 a.m. Friday, Nov. 19, with early
morning coffee, tea and breakfast pastries. Registra-
tion continues throughout the conference. The full,
two-day program formally opens at 9 a.m. Friday and
continues through Saturday night. The membership
meeting will take place at 9 a.m. Sunday, followed
by a short meeting of the State Representatives, con-
cluding by noon.

Headliners previously announced include distin-
guished author Margaret (The Handmaid’s Tale) At-
wood, freethinking feminist Gloria Steinem, Power
Worshippers author Katherine Stewart and Secular Stud-
ies pioneer Phil Zuckerman. Joining that list are now
veteran Supreme Court reporter Linda Greenhouse,

whose new book, Justice on the Brink: The Death of Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, the Rise of Amy Coney Barrett, and Twelve
Months That Transformed the Supreme Court, will be just
released, as well as FFRF Honorary President Steve
Pinker, whose latest book, Rationality: What It Is, Why
1t Seems Scarce, Why It Matters, will also be hot off the
press. Greenhouse will receive FFRF’s Clarence Darrow
Award for her outstanding legal reporting and analysis.
Additionally, the mother-daughter duo of Ann Druy-
an and Sasha Sagan will end the conference Saturday
night following the banquet dinner. Druyan co-authored
with Carl Sagan many classic science books, and writes
and produces the award-winning “Cosmos” TV series.

See Convention on page 6

Re-shooting his iconic ad

House, Capitol Ministries

The Freedom From Religion Founda-
tion has recently acquired records con-
firming that senior officials in the Trump
administration used taxpayer-funded time
and resources to organize extremist week-
ly bible studies, including a large event at
the Museum of the Bible.

Although Capitol
Ministries fortunate-
ly appears to no lon-
ger be active in the
White House, it has
not gone away. The
group’s founder and
president, Ralph
Drollinger, remains
active on Capitol
Hill and at the state
level  haranguing
lawmakers to legislate according to his
homophobic, misogynistic, xenophobic
version of Christianity.

The stated mission of Capitol Minis-
tries, a Christian nationalist organization,
is to “evangelize elected and appointed
political leaders and lead them toward ma-
turity in Christ.” Drollinger was the likely
inspiration for the citation of Romans 13
by then-Attorney General Jeff Sessions to

Ralph Drollinger

justify the Trump administration’s egre-
gious family separation policy, literally
putting kids in cages after separating them
from their parents.

Capitol Ministries held a December
2019 event at the Museum of the Bible,
where it said attendees “heard from White
House cabinet members, U.S. senators
and representatives about the importance
of teaching God’s word to people in polit-
ical power and how the Washington, D.C.,,
bible study they regularly attend impacts
their lives personally and professionally.”

FFRF sought public records related
to this event from all the departments
involved, and the records, although they
took well over a year to arrive, confirm sev-
eral high-level officials’ involvement and
the use of staff time to organize and pro-
mote the religious event.

The records further reveal details of
the event, including an email describing
the event as having a panel of “100 new
ministry leaders and their wives.” This
casual sexism is par for the course for
Drollinger, who has said mothers who
work outside the home are sinners:

See Ministries on page 2

Ron Reagan gets a last-minute touch-up prior to the re-shooting of the iconic
ad he recorded for the Freedom From Religion Foundation.

FFRF Multimedia Director Bruce Johnson flew to Seattle to operate the camera
and oversee the production crew. The ad is being updated largely to improve
lighting, and features Ron, a former ballet dancer, seated on stage in an
auditorium. It will retain most of the original text, including Ron’s humorous
line, “Ron Reagan, unabashed atheist, not afraid of burning in hell.”

The 30-second spot is scheduled to run four weeks in a row next February

on CBS’ “60 Minutes.” That was FFRF’s original goal back in 2014, but the
national network only this year has started accepting the advertisement. The
ad, thanks to kind donors to FFRF’s advertising fund, runs as finances permit.
In the first six months of 2021, it was the source cited by about half of new
members about how they found out about FFRF. Thank you, Ron!




Gary Dann poses next to some resting seals in the Galapagos.

Gary Dann empowered others

Gary L. Dann, atheist and father of
FFRF’s Director of Governmental Af-
fairs Mark Dann, died on May 13, 2021,
after a high-risk surgical procedure.

“People can have
a sense of humor,
be an atheist or an
iconoclast,” said
Mark during the
eulogy at the funer-
al. “Gary Dann was
all of those things,
and he did them
well with aplomb.
He always brought
along people for
the ride in life and people always want-
ed to join him. He never isolated. He
always included.”

Formerly of Shaker Heights, Ohio,
Gary was married to his wife Carol for
52 years. He was a
graduate of The
Ohio State Univer-
sity, where he was a member of Phi Sig-
ma Delta.

He was also in the Army Reserves
while working as a successful insurance
and financial planner, and later found-
ed Concorde Financial. He was a sea-
son ticket holder of the Philadelphia

Gary Dann

Ministries

Continued from page 1

“Women with children athome who either
serve in public office, or are employed on
the outside, pursue a path that contradicts
God’s revealed design for them. Itis asin.”

Disgraced former Texas Gov. and
ex-Energy Secretary Rick Perry, who
resigned his cabinet position in shame
after Trump blamed Perry for setting
up the infamous Ukraine call that

T

Eagles and previously of the Cleveland
Browns.

Gary, a member of FFRF, was an avid
tennis player who studied Spanish, vis-
ited Civil War sites, collected and sent
innumerable email jokes, and sun-wor-
shipped on the beach. As an active
tutor and volunteer with Hopeworks
Camden and the Interfaith Homeless
Outreach Council (IHOC), he enjoyed
seeing others become independent
and live their lives on their own terms.

“One of Dad’s many gifts was em-
powering others with dignity so they
can be themselves and stand up to
others who weren’t going to let that
happen,” Mark said during the eulogy.
“His wisdom, steadfastness, and kind-
ness were unmatched, and we all felt it.

“Later in life, as a devout atheist, he
would substitute ‘God’ or ‘the Lord’
with ‘Casper the
Friendly Ghost’ in
his head. It wasn’t:
‘Praised are you, the eternal one,
our God, ruler of the cosmos.’ It was:
“Praised are you, Casper the Friendly
Ghost, ruler of the cartoons.””

He will be greatly missed by his
numerous friends, family and loved
ones.

led to the former president’s first im-
peachment, is now “spearheading Cap-
Min’s nationwide effort to recruit min-
istry leaders across America to teach
the bible in weekly studies to local
government public servants in their
neighborhoods,” according to Capitol
Ministries. FFRF has had a long his-
tory of challenging Perry’s improper
use of his public offices to promote
fundamentalist Christianity, including
suing him for initiating an evangelical

prayer rally in 2011.
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THEY SAID WHAT?

I want to speak
with you about the
greatest threat to
religious liberty in
America today: the
increasingly  mili-
tant and extreme
secular-progressive
climate of our state-
run education sys-
tem. ... Now we see
the affirmative indoctrination of chil-
dren with a secular belief system and
worldview that is a substitute for reli-
gion and is antithetical to the beliefs
and values of traditional God-cen-
tered religion.

Former Attorney General William
Barr, speaking to the right-wing group
Alliance Defending Freedom.

Raw Story, 5-26-21

William Barr

If the left whines, like they do, like a
spoiled brat often enough, they suc-
ceed in canceling so many voices of
truth. And now that they are whining
like, if I may say it, the pansy babies
that they are, to cancel me. . .. God is
still the best doctor and prayer is still
the best medicine.

Rev. James Altman, pastor of St. James
the Less Roman Catholic Church in
La Crosse, Wis., after being asked by
the La Crosse Diocese to step down
because of several concerns, includ-
ing Covid-19 vaccine misinformation.
NBC News, 5-24-21

Prayer is powerful. And I encourage
all Utahns, regardless of religious
affiliation, to join together on this
weekend of prayer.

Gov. Spencer Cox, seeking divine in-
tervention in a proclamation declar-
ing a “weekend of prayer” to alleviate
a statewide drought (which failed).
Salt Lake Tribune, 6-3-21

I’m a teacher, but I serve God first.
And I will not affirm that a biologi-
cal boy can be a girl and vice versa
because it is against my religion. . . .
And it’s sinning against our God.
Byron Tanner Cross, who was sus-
pended from his job as a gym teach-
er in Virginia because he refused to
acknowledge transgendered individ-
uals. Cross is now suing the school
district.

The Friendly Atheist, 6-4-21

The Gestapo wants to see your papers,
please.
Wisconsin state Rep. Shae Sortwell,

comparing a nonprofit children’s
museum in Stevens Point, Wis., to
the Nazi Germany’s police force be-
cause the museum is asking people
older than age 5 who are not vacci-
nated against Covid-19 to continue to
wear masks during their visits to the
indoor space.

Wisconsin Public Radio, 6-8-21

I don’t believe in
evolution. I believe
in God.

Rep. Marjorie Tay-
lor Greene, speak-
ing to Steve Bannon

on “Real Ameri-
ca’s Voice,” where
she argued that

Dr. Anthony Fauci
should be criminal-
ly charged over the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Raw Story, 6-8-21

rjorie Taylor
Greene

This is unusual for Wisconsin. Most
people in Wisconsin say, ‘You are in
our prayers; we are praying for you.’
... Butyou got some people here that
are just sort of nasty at some points.
Wisconsin Sen. Ron Johnson, af-
ter being booed by attendees at a
Juneteenth Day event in Milwaukee.
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 6-19-21

The idea that you
can just push God
out of every insti-
tution and be suc-
cessful, I'm sorry,
our Founding Fa-
thers did not be-
lieve that.

Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis, after
signing into law a
bill that requires
schools to hold a one- to two-minute
moment of silence at the start of each
day in public schools.
FloridaPolitics.com, 6-14-21

Ron DeSantis

I do think it is not a stretch to say, for all
of us who’ve prayed for deliverance from
Covid-19, the vaccines are an answer to
that prayer. That is very much consistent
with the way God often responds to our
needs — by working through human ca-
pabilities that we’ve been given as a gift
by the creator.

National Institutes of Health Direc-
tor Dr. Francis Collins, an evangelical
Christian.

Religion News Service, 6-1-5-21

Cartoons for the Irreverent:

Cartoons for the Irreverent

This unique collection published
by FFRF celebrates the wit and
irreverence of Don Addis, a
legendary editorial cartoonist and
atheist. Don's toons will make you
laugh, then make you think.

—153 pages / PB

$15 ppd ltem # FB109

Celebrating the wit of Don Addis
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GOING NOWHERE

Buy it from FFRF online | shop.ffrf.org
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There’s no reason to fear a secular nation

This article first appeared in the Los An-
geles Times on April 2 and is reprinted with
permission.

By Phil Zuckerman

he secularization of U.S. society

— the waning of religious faith,

practice and affiliation — is con-
tinuing at a dramatic and historically
unprecedented pace. While many may
consider such a development as cause for
concern, such a worry is not warranted.
This increasing godlessness in America
is actually a good thing, to be welcomed
and embraced.

Democratic societies that have experi-
enced the greatest degrees of seculariza-
tion are among the healthiest, wealthiest
and safest in the world, enjoying relative-
ly low rates of violent crime and high de-
grees of well-being and happiness. Clear-
ly, a rapid loss of religion does not result
in societal ruin.

For the first
time since Gallup
began tracking
the numbers in
1937, Americans
who are members
of a church, syna-
gogue or mosque
are not in the ma-
jority,  according
to a Gallup report
released this week. Compare today’s 47
percent to 1945, when more than 75 per-
cent of Americans belonged to a religious
congregation.

This decline in religious affiliation
aligns closely with many similar secular-
izing trends. For example, in the early
1970s, only one in 20 Americans claimed
“none” as their religion, but today it is
closer to one in three. Over this same time
period, weekly church attendance has de-
creased, and the percentage of Americans
who never attend religious services has in-
creased from 9 percent to 30 percent.

In 1976, nearly 40 percent of Amer-
icans said they believed that the bible
was the actual word of God, to be tak-
en literally. Today only about a quarter
of Americans believe that, with slightly
more decreeing the bible is simply a
collection of fables, history and moral-
ity tales written by men. And the per-
centage of Americans who confidently
believe in God’s existence, without a
doubt, has declined from 63 percent in
1990 to 53 percent today.

Fears that this rise of irreligion might
result in the deterioration of our nation’s
moral fiber — and threaten our liberties
and freedoms — are understandable.
Such concerns are not without histori-
cal merit: The former Soviet Union was
a communist country deeply rooted in
atheism and was one of the most corrupt,
bloody regimes of the 20th century. Oth-
er atheistic authoritarian regimes, such as

Phil Zuckerman
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Secularization has increased because of things such as quality education and the ubiquity of the internet.

the former Albania and Cambodia, were
equally crooked and vicious.

But here’s the thing — they were all
godless dictatorships that tried to forc-
ibly destroy religion by persecuting the
faithful, actively oppressing religious in-
stitutions, and making a demagogic cult
out of their thuggish rulers. Such coer-
cive secularization is, indeed, something
to dread.

However, there is another, alternative
kind of secularization, one that emerges
organically, amid free and open societies
where human rights, including religious
freedom, are upheld and respected.
Many societies qualify for this label — in-
cluding those in Japan, Scandinavia, the
United Kingdom, the Czech Republic,
Australia, Canada and Uruguay, among
many others. In these places, religion is
not actively repressed, nor do govern-
ments promote secularization. And vyet,
it occurs simply because the people liv-
ing in these societies lose interest in the
whole religious enterprise.

Organic secularization can occur for
many reasons. It happens when mem-
bers of a society become better educated,
more prosperous, and live safer, more
secure and more peaceful lives; when so-
cieties experience increases in social isola-
tion; when people have better healthcare;
when more women hold paying jobs;
when more people wait longer to get mar-
ried and have kids. All of these, especially
in combination, can decrease religiosity.

Another major factor is the ubiquity
of the internet, which provides open win-

Freethought Matters to return this September

Photo by Chris Line

After a summer hiatus, Freethought Matters resumes production in Sept.

Visit FFRF’s
YouTube Channel to

watch our past shows.

23 YouTube

dows to alternative worldviews and differ-
ent cultures that can corrode religious
conviction — and allows budding skeptics
and nascent freethinkers to find, support
and encourage one another.

In the United States, these factors are
further compounded by strong back-
lashes against the Religious Right, the
evangelical-Republican alliance, con-
servative religion’s anti-gay agenda and
the Catholic Church’s sexual abuse scan-
dals. This has resulted in “the winds of
secularization . . . swirling like never be-
fore,” Ryan P. Burge, a political scientist,
recently said.

Fears of atheistic authoritarianism
aside, some may worry about religious
organizations fading away because they
do so much good. They do engage in a
tremendous amount of charitable work
that includes holding food drives and
setting up soup kitchens and homeless
shelters. However, such welcome char-
ity is ultimately an altruistic response
to symptoms, not a structural cure for
root causes.

This is why highly secular democ-
racies do a much better job of amelio-
rating homelessness and poverty by
employing decidedly secular solutions,
such as responding with rational social
policies and wise economic strategies,
and setting up more responsive insti-
tutions. Affordable housing and subsi-
dized healthcare do a far better job of
alleviating the suffering of the poor and
the sick than faith-based charities.

Secularity is highly correlated with

FFRF’s classic

tFreethinker’ mug

Our classic ‘Freethinke| :
re-created. White imprint on classm blue,
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Order online ffrf.org/shop

a host of moral orientations that will
markedly improve our nation. For in-
stance, secular people — when com-
pared to their religious peers — are far
more likely to understand and respect
the scientific method, which results in
their increased willingness to get vac-
cinated, for instance, and adhere to
empirically grounded health recom-
mendations, a rational orientation that
saves lives. Secular people are also more
supportive of sex education, which re-
duces unwanted pregnancies and sexu-
ally transmitted diseases.

Research shows that secular people
are more likely to support women’s re-
productive rights, universal health care,
gay rights, environmental protections,
death with dignity, gun safety legislation
and treating drug abuse as a medical rath-
er than criminal problem — all of which
will serve to increase dignity, liberty and
well-being in America.

The organic secularization we are
experiencing in the United States is a
progressive force for good, one that is
associated with improved human rights,
more protections for planet Earth and
an increased sociocultural propensity to
make this life as fair and just as we can —
in the here and now — rather than in a
heavenly reward that fewer and fewer of
us believe in.

Phil Zuckerman is associate dean of Pitzer
College and author of Society Without God:
What the Least Religious Nations Can Tell
Us About Contentment. He will be speaking at
FFRF’s convention in Boston in November.
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Freethought Today Cryptogram

PS OHRIF EZPW O GOT EWS WOL

HFTSITJFY WZL HFOLST ZL UZNF

RZDZTR GFYZJZTF PS PWF YFOY

—PWSGOL VOZTF

This puzzle is from Freethinking Cryptograms by FFRF member Brooks Rimes,
available on Amazon.com for $8.95. See bottom of page for description and hint for
this puzzle. Answer is on page 21.

Freethought Today Crossword

Answers on page 21

Across

1. Cityin #60 Across

6. Stir fry pan

9. Type of Asian food

13. “Complete ____’s Guides”

14. Arabic garment

15. HBO classic “Tales from
the 7

16. 70s Ford model

17. *Letters one won't find on

an atheist’s grave

18. Mother ____, pl.

19. *Ms. magazine founder,
2021 convention guest
speaker

21. *Controversial National
Dayof ___, st Thursday
of May

23. Facsimile machine, collo-
quially

24. Cripple

25. It makes a guitar louder

28. Stringed instrument

30. Reason for action

35. Shark’s provision

37. Indian princess

39. Novelist Anne and foot-
baller Jerry

40. Between a trot and a
gallop

41. *Italy’s famous heretic
Giordano

43. Tater pieces

44. Poetry muse in Greek
mythology

46. You, archaic

47. Machu Picchu group

48. Country singer Willie

50. Research facil.

64 67
68 70
71 73

Puzzle courtesy of Katya Maes for FFRF

52. Like a wallflower

53. College administrator

55. Victorian one, e.g.

57. *Ivan of Dogs Study and
classical conditioning

60. *State that recently re-
moved “So help me God”
from voter’s oath

64. *Freethinking band Death
Cabfor___

65. Like arctic air

67. Sorrow

68. High school formals

69. Turkish military leader

70. Black tie one

71. Picture on a coat?

72. National Institute of
Health, acr.

73. Offends with odor

Down

Opposite of swigs

Do some cutting, maybe

Pickup shtick

Paisley in paisley fabric,

e.g.

Discordant

Like Gulf Stream

____ Wan of “Star Wars”

Fraternity K

Beautiful Helen’s town

10. Evil side of Dr. Jekyll

11. Copycat

12.¢ my party, and I'll
cry if I want too..”

15. Cacophony

20. Beyond suburb

22. Basketball hoop

24. Violinist Yehudi __

25. *Ethan , American

Ll S

O © N W

Revolutionary War patriot
and author of “Reason: the
Only Oracle of Man”

26. *Oscar-winning actress
and freethinker Julianne

27. Pertaining to Pope Fran-
cis, e.g.

29. Queen of Hearts’ pastry

31.Lake ___ caca, South
America

32. Desktop pictures

33. A.k.a. Vicia sativa, live-
stock fodder plant

34. *William J. Schulz Memo-
rial__ Contest

36. Brooklyn NBA team

38. Part of a scheme (2 words)

42. European blackbird

45. Loads

49. “New” prefix

51. ____ Vics, once popular
tiki bar chain

54. Like Bird flu

56. *John Lennon: “No hell
below us,
sky”

57. Feline vibration

58. *Unit of matter, part of
atheistic whirl logo

59. Virginia Institute of Ma-
rine Science, acr.

us only

60. Domestic help, especially
in India

61. Away from wind

62. Tony Shalhoub’s TV char-
acter, 2002-2009

63. Ain BA

64. IRS employee

66. Computer-generated
imagery, acr.
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Sam Whitehead sits on his motorcycle at a corner in Winslow, Ariz., made famous in

the Eagles song, “Take It Easy.”

Pentecostal preacher
became an atheist

Name: Sam Whitehead.

Where I live: Marietta, Ga.

Where and when I was born: A farm-
house in Grant, Ala., in 1950.

Family: My lovely wife Vicki, and Miles,
a miniature schnauzer. No children, but
I have two younger brothers and several
nephews and nieces.

Education: Bachelor’s and master’s
business degrees with emphasis on person-
nel management
and finance from
Georgia State Uni-
versity in Atlanta.

Occupation: Re-
tired from a 44-year
career with one of
the largest petro-
leum  transporta-
tion companies in
the world. Mostly
worked in human
resources management and public affairs.

How I got where I am today: Hard
work and perseverance. I had to pay my
own way through college and went from
the mailroom to ever-increasing responsi-
bilities during my career.

Where I'm headed: An enjoyable re-
tirement with travel, playing music with
my friends and spending time with friends
and family.

Person in history I admire and why: Bob
Dylan. He is the musical artist I wish I had
been. As a teen in the 1960s, I aspired to be
a singer/songwriter like the members of

Sam Whitehead

the Beatles. My friends and I wrote songs
and dreamt of fame and fortune. It was
in the 1970s that I became a Dylan fanatic.
His body of work is astounding and I have
seen him numerous times in concert.

A quotation I like: “This above all:
To thine own self be true.” — William
Shakespeare.

Things I like: Music, cars, motorcy-
cles, dogs, “Gunsmoke.”

Things I smite: Religious privilege,
people who expect the government to
take care of them.

My doubts about religion started: As a
child, but really took off at age 22, when I
set out to prove to myself that God was real.

Before I die: I hope to see another Bob
Dylan concert and that he invites me to the
stage for a duet on “Blowin’ in the Wind.”

Ways I promote freethought: I support
my local Freethought Society and attend
the meetings. I am also quick to point
out, whenever the opportunity arises, that
America is NOT a Christian nation. I also
published a book ( The Truth Shall Make You
Free: How an All-American, Southern Boy and
Preacher Became an Atheist) in 2020 about my
40-year quest of research and reflection to
prove my faith was the one true religion
and that God was real. I reluctantly came
to the conclusion that there is no god and
that no religion is true.

I wish you’d have asked me: What is
one of my favorite songs? “Let it Be” by the
Beatles. “When I find myself in times of
trouble . . .”

NOT AFRAID g
BURNING IN HE[;

Jorge Solorzano
UNABASHED SECULARIST

Make your own nontheistic cyber billboard at FFRF.org/unabashed, and you might
win an “Unabashed Atheist” cap, like Jorge.

Cryptogram hint

A cryptogram is a substitution puzzle in which one letter stands for an-
other. If U equals T, it will equal T throughout the puzzle.

Example:

UOG RLQTM HYVBF DVP SLACN VWGY UOG KJEZ XVI.
THE QUICK BROWN FOX JUMPS OVER THE LAZY DOG.

This month’s clue: H => R.
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FFRF VICTORIES

By Stephanie Dyer

Large cross removed from
Kentucky courthouse

The city of Elkton, Ky., has removed a
large cross display from its courthouse af-
ter FFRF intervened.

Last year, FFRF was informed that the
city had a large Latin cross overlaid with
the design of the American flag on dis-
play in a window at the Old Todd County
Courthouse.

FFRF Legal Fellow Brendan Johnson
wrote to Mayor Arthur Green, informing
him that it was inappropriate and uncon-
stitutional for a governmentowned build-
ing to include a religious display, and re-
questing that the cross be removed from
the courthouse.

City attorney Jeffrey B. Traughber in-
formed FFRF that this issue has been re-
solved. “The cross display was not sanc-
tioned by the city and is no longer on
display to the public,” Traughber wrote.

Tenn. district removes
baccalaureate item

Roane County School District in Kings-
ton, Tenn., has apologized and taken ac-
tion to remedy a recurring state/church
violation in the district.

A member of the community contact-
ed FFRF to report that Rockwood High
School once again was promoting a bac-
calaureate service on the school calendar.
FFRF had previously written to the district
about this issue in 2018 and 2019 and had
been assured that the inclusion of the bac-
calaureate service on the school calendar
was a mistake and would not happen again.

In his letter to the director of schools,
FFRF Legal Fellow Joseph McDonald re-
minded the district of these past issues and
recommended that school staff receive fur-
ther training on the Establishment Clause.

Director of Schools LaDonna McFall
followed up with the school principal, who
apologized and removed the event. She
will also be meeting with school staff to
clarify what can and cannot be put on the
school calendar. McFall also said that she
will “re-train principals regarding what is
appropriate and inappropriate in terms of
separation of church and state before the
2021-2022 school year resumes.”

Louisiana school
removes religious display

The East Baton Rouge Parish School
System in Louisiana has removed a reli-
gious display after being reminded of its
constitutional obligation to remain neu-
tral toward religion.

A concerned member of the communi-
ty reached out to FFRF to report that Glen
Oaks Park Magnet School displayed a reli-
gious plaque outside the principal’s office.

American Infidel: Robert G. Ingersoll

.

By Orvin Larson

Prof. Larson writes
with affection and
respect of this
illustrious 19th
century freethinker.

—Published by FFRF.
316 pages/PB

Buy it from FFRF online

@ ffrf.org/shop

The plaque reads: “Pray More, Worry Less.”

FFRF Staff Attorney Christopher Line
wrote to the district’s superintendent
and requested that the inappropriate
and unconstitutional religious display be
removed. “Courts have continually held
that school districts may not display reli-
gious messages or iconography in public
schools,” Line wrote, emphasizing public
schools’ constitutional obligation to re-
main neutral toward religion.

In a phone call with a representative of
the school system, FFRF was informed that
the religious plaque has been removed.

Commissioners stop
prayers at meetings

The Franklin County (Wash.) Board
of Commissioners in Pasco has stopped
scheduling a time of prayer for its board
meetings.

FFRF was informed that the Board of
Commissioners recently began opening its
meetings with prayer and were consider-
ing making this a permanent practice for
the Board.

FFRF Staff Attorney Christopher Line
wrote to the commissioners, urging them
to reconsider the prayer practice, noting
that “prayer at government meetings is un-
necessary, inappropriate, and divisive.”

Franklin County Administrator Keith
Johnson responded to FFRF’s letter and
reported that, after discussion and ob-
taining legal advice, the commissioners
discontinued the time of prayer. “We rec-
ognize the separation of church and state
that must prevail in public meetings,”
Johnson wrote.

Florida school district
ceases religious club

A public school district in Florida has
addressed concerns about a religious club
operating in a local secondary school.

A member of the community report-
ed to FFRF that Milwee Middle School
Pre-Engineering Magnet in Sanford has a
Fellowship of Christian Athletes club that
is run by a local pastor.

FFRF Staff Attorney Christopher Line
wrote to the attorney for Seminole Coun-
ty Public Schools reminding them that
schools cannot allow outside adults to
“regularly participate, organize or lead”
religious student organizations, and any
teacher involvement cannot exceed a su-
pervisory capacity.

The attorney for Seminole County Pub-
lic Schools responded and informed FFRF
that they spoke with the school principal
and addressed our concerns.

FFRF discovered that the school had
also removed the FCA club’s listing on the
school’s website.

Okla. coach told to
remove preachy videos

An athletics coach for Arapaho-Butler
Public Schools in Arapaho, OKla., was told
to remove religious videos from social me-
dia that were filmed on school property
without permission.

A local community member contacted
FFRF to report that Matt Oakes, a soft-
ball coach and teacher at Arapaho-Butler
High School, was using his position to
preach to students. Oakes helped found
a sports-based ministry called “Crossing
Home” that he used, along with the Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes, to promote
his religious beliefs to students. Coach
Oakes and other school staff have been
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after Bostock v. Clayton County.”

presentation here: bit.ly/3v08iyB.

FFRF attorneys discuss civil rights

FFRF Legal Director Rebecca Markert (center) and FFRF Associate Counsel
Elizabeth Cavell (upper right) presented remotely to the Secular Student
Alliance conference on May 16. The title was “On the Basis of Sex: Civil Rights

Markert and Cavell discussed the Bostock case, what it means for religious
liberty (namely, religious exemptions to the Civil Rights Act), and how it
impacts civil rights moving forward, particularly for transgender rights.

Nearly 120 people registered for the online session. You can view the

seen proselytizing in videos posted on the
Crossing Home’s Facebook and YouTube
pages. These videos were filmed on the
high school’s athletic field.

FFRF Staff Attorney Christopher Line
wrote to Superintendent Jay Edlen, re-
questing that the district investigate this
issue and take action to ensure school
coaches and teachers are not using their
position to promote their personal reli-
gious beliefs to students.

Superintendent Edelen responded, in-
forming FFRF that the videos seen on the
Crossing Home’s social media accounts
were done without the school’s knowl-
edge, and the district requested that the
videos be taken down. “It is the policy of
Arapaho-Butler Public Schools that no
teacher or coach should use their position
to promote or endorse their religious be-
liefs on students,” Edelen wrote.

Colorado school district
ends church’s access

A Colorado school district has ended a
church’s access to a local school.

A concerned Eagle County Schools
community member had informed FFRF
that Redeemer Eagle Valley, a Christian
church that rents facilities from Brush
Creek Elementary School, was advertis-
ing and distributing bibles to elementary
school students. The church had a dis-
play up during school-sponsored summer
school that included a Latin cross and
which promoted bibles to students along
with a sign reading “FREE BIBLES !!!”

FFRF Staff Attorney Chris Line wrote
to Eagle County Schools Superintendent
Philip Qualman: “Courts have continually
held that school districts may not display
religious messages or iconography in pub-
lic schools.” Nor may bibles be distributed
to public school students.

The school district responded to FFRF
in a respectful manner.

“I'm grateful to know that organiza-
tions like FFRF exist, and can advocate on
behalf of those who feel the separation of
church and state is at risk,” the superin-
tendent emailed back, after detailing the
steps that Brush Creek Elementary has
taken to make certain that the constitu-
tional violations won’t recur.

Staff instructed to stop
promoting religion

The Lee County School District in Mis-
sissippi has taken action to ensure teach-
ers won’t violate their students’ rights.

A district parent reported to FFRF that
a kindergarten teacher at Saltillo Primary
School in Tupelo was decorating her class-
room with religious displays, including
images of Bethlehem, a painting of Jesus
in the manger with the three wise men
and a wooden cross, and that she was fre-
quently promoting her religious beliefs to
students. The teacher had reportedly told
students that she believed in Jesus and
instructed them to complete religious as-
signments, like making a painting of Beth-
lehem that included “Jesus, mom, dad,
and the three wise men.”

FFRF Legal Fellow Joseph McDonald
wrote to the superintendent of Lee County
Schools, alerting him to the constitutional
violations occurring in the district.

The superintendent informed FFRF
that the school principal investigated the
allegations and has communicated with
school staff the importance of not using
their position to promote their own per-
sonal religious or other beliefs. FFRF was
also informed that the teacher in question
had resigned, and the principal will con-
tinue to remind staff not to promote or
endorse religion in the classroom.

New Jersey post office
removes cross display

A cross display has been removed from
a post office in Pine Brook, N.J. FFRF re-
ceived a complaint from a member of the
community that a Christian rosary was dis-
played on the wall of the post office.

FFRF Staff Attorney Madeline Ziegler
wrote to the postmaster and reminded
him that was a violation of the U.S. Con-
stitution and post office regulations. She
asked that the rosary be immediately re-
moved from postal property.

The district manager for the Northern
New Jersey District and an attorney for the
Postal Service’s Northeast — New York Law
Office both responded to the letter and
advised that the rosary, apparently a lost
item from a customer, had been removed.
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FFRF disappointed in Fulton decision

The Freedom From Religion Founda-
tion is disappointed in the U.S. Supreme
Court’s narrow decision in favor of taxpay-
erfunded discrimination by a religious
group, but is relieved that it isn’t worse.

In Fulton v. City of Philadelphia, the Su-
preme Court in a unanimous decision on
June 17 ruled that the city infringed on
a Catholic charity’s free exercise of reli-
gion. However, the court issued a narrow
ruling that focused only on the contract
language used by the city.

The city of Philadelphia stopped con-
tracting with Catholic Social Services
because it refused to work with same-sex
couples for foster care screening services,
in violation of the city’s anti-discrimina-
tion policy. The Catholic entity lost be-
fore both the district court and the 3rd
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. Unfortu-
nately, the increasingly activist Supreme
Court took the case.

“Though this ruling was limited to the
facts of this specific case, it still demon-
strates an alarming trend among justices
of the court in their willingness to ex-
pand privileges to Christians.” says FFRF
Legal Director Rebecca Markert. “Under
this ruling, Catholic Social Services is still
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eligible to participate in the foster care
program certifications, and still allowed
to discriminate against same-sex couples.
We’re glad the decision wasn’t worse, but
the LGBTQ community deserves better.”

Chief Justice John Roberts, joined by
five other justices, found that the city’s
contract could not survive constitutional
review because it provided an option for
“discretionary” exceptions to the city’s

The court had nondiscrimina-
exhibited wor- tion rules. From
risome signs in “ [The Fulton decision] still a practical stand-
November during  demonstrates an alarming trend point, the city may
oral  arguments be able to change

that it could issue
a sweeping deci-
sion in favor of
the Catholic char-
ity and its ability
to  discriminate
against same-sex
couples while participating in a govern-
ment foster care program. Those argu-
ments highlight that the decision could
have been much more unwelcome.

“It is distressing that a unanimous Su-
preme Court would seemingly bless the
Catholic group’s brazen demand to be
funded with tax dollars to carry out invid-
ious discrimination,” says FFRF Co-Presi-
dent Annie Laurie Gaylor. “However, it is
a relief to see that this narrow decision is
likely to have a limited impact.”

[ —
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FFRF Attorney Ryan Jayne speaks to the Wisconsin state Senate on May 26.

FFRF’s Jayne testifies
against anti-trans bills

FFRF Attorney Ryan Jayne testified
May 26 in front of two Wisconsin leg-
islative committees in opposition to
Assembly Bill 196 and Senate Bill 323,
which would prohibit trans girls from
playing in female sports.

Jayne submitted written testimony to
Rep. Jeremy Thiesfeldt and Sen. André
Jacque, chairmen of the committees, in
advance of the meetings. If passed, the
companion bills would force schools to
segregate all athletic events based on “sex
assigned to an individual at birth by a phy-
sician.” Jayne argues that this is the wrong
body to address these concerns, with the
wrong rule, and for the wrong reasons.

Jayne wrote:

“Let’s be honest about this bill’s moti-
vation. After trying to pass trans bathroom
bans around the country, anti-trans legis-
lators have not suddenly discovered a love
for women’s sports. It wasn’t about bath-
rooms then, and it’s not about women’s
sports now. Trans athlete bans, in Wiscon-
sin as in so many other states this year, are
about demonizing trans kids, sending a
clear message that they are outsiders in or-
der to score some cheap political points.”

This bigotry, and nearly all organized
opposition to rights for LGBTQ indi-
viduals, is rooted in religion’s interpre-
tations of biblical gender stereotypes
and immorality, rather than science and
humanity. Trans children must not con-
tinue to be scapegoats for the tyranny of
this religious dogma.

FFREF is always pleased to share its ex-
pertise with legislative bodies and repre-
sent its membership at important hear-
ings such as these.

Lead Us Not Into Penn Station
Provocative Pieces

By Anne Gaylor

A must-have for
any freethinker, this
gracefully readable
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among justices of the court
in their willingness to expand
privileges to Christians.

— FFRF Legal Director
Rebecca Markert

its contract so that
it is clear that the
nondiscrimination
rules apply to all
providers and that
there aren’t indi-
vidual exceptions.
Catholic Social Services had asked the
Supreme Court to overturn Employment Di-
vision v. Smith, which provides that gener-
ally applicable laws do not violate the Free
Exercise Clause if they have a rational basis.
The group also claimed that the nondis-
crimination rule violated its “free speech”
rights. The high court refused to address
these questions and said that it “need not”
revisit the Smith decision in this case.
“Catholic Social Services seeks only
an accommodation that will allow it to

Convention

Continued from page 1

Druyan will receive FFRF’s Emperor
Has No Clothes Award, reserved for pub-
lic figures who make known their dissent
from religion. Her daughter Sasha is au-
thor of the well-received new book, For
Small Creatures Such as We: Rituals for Find-
ing Meaning in Our Unlikely World.

FFRF Director of Strategic Response
Andrew Seidel, author of Founding Myth:
Why Christian Nationalism is Un-American,
will lead a workshop on Christian nation-
alism and its ties to Jan. 6. Professor Chris
Cameron will speak about his book, Black
Freethinkers: A History of African American Sec-
ularism. David Tamayo, co-founder of His-
panic American Freethinkers, will speak.

Activists honored at the event will in-
clude secular students, Freethinkers of
the Year such as FFRF member David
Williamson and other recent successful
state/church plaintiffs and Black Skeptics
Los Angeles founder and author Sikivu
Hutchinson, who will be receiving FFRF’s
Freethought Heroine Award. Indian actor
Sushant Singh, who has protested against
Hindu nationalism, is scheduled to receive
the Avijit Roy Courage Award.

Megan Phelps-Roper, author of the
new book Unfollow: On Loving and Leav-
ing the Westboro Baptist Church, will receive
the Henry Zumach Freedom From Reli-
gious Fundamentalism Award.

The event will include a report on
FFRF accomplishments by Gaylor and
Co-President Dan Barker, an hourlong
legal report by FFRF Legal Director Re-
becca Markert and FFRF’s attorneys,

continue serving the children of Phila-
delphia in a manner consistent with its
religious beliefs; it does not seek to im-
pose those beliefs on anyone else,” the
decision concludes. “The refusal of Phil-
adelphia to contract with CSS for the
provision of foster care services unless it
agrees to certify same-sex couples as fos-
ter parents cannot survive strict scrutiny,
and violates the First Amendment.”

The court’s judgment has a perplex-
ing logic, FFRF emphasizes.

“The Supreme Court’s narrow deci-
sion may allow nondiscrimination pro-
visions to stand if governments do not
provide for individual exceptions,” says
FFRF Senior Counsel Patrick Elliott.
“The city of Philadelphia may have a
simple fix to this issue by deleting the
exception language from its contracts.”

FFREF filed an amicus brief in the case
(with Elliott as the counsel of record)
opposing the contention of Catholic
Social Services that it can discriminate
as a government contractor. “If CSS is
permitted to discriminate in this case,
the rights of religious minorities and
the nonreligious would be put in peril,”
FFRF observed in its brief.

a little music at the piano by Barker,
FFRF book and product tables, the tra-
ditional drawing for “clean,” pre-“In God
We Trust” currency, and some compli-
mentary food receptions. There will be
opportunities for socializing and meeting
with authors during book signings.

There will also be two optional author
receptions. After “An evening with Marga-
ret Atwood” Friday night, involving a mod-
erated conversation with author Kather-
ine Stewart, a short private reception for
Ms. Atwood will take place, limited to 100
individuals. Tickets to the reception are
$500 and will include a copy of The Testa-
ments, her sequel to The Handmaid’s Tale.

Friday evening will end with a compli-
mentary dessert reception and hot bev-
erages for all participants.

Gloria Steinem will be interviewed by
FFRF Co-President Annie Laurie Gaylor
on Saturday afternoon, taking some au-
dience questions, followed by a half-hour
reception limited to 50 individuals. That
$500 ticket will include a copy of Ms. Stei-
nem’s newest book, The Truth Will Set You
Free, But First It Will Piss You Off! Thoughts
on Life, Love, and Rebellion. Both Atwood
and Steinem will receive FFRF’s “For-
ward Award,” reserved for those who have
moved society forward.

The schedule and updates will be
published in upcoming issues of Free-
thought Today and on FFREF’s website,
ffrf.org/convention-2021.

Turn to the back page for hotel info and
the registration form or register online at
[frf org/convention-2021.

Preregistration deadline is Oct. 31,
2021, unless the convention sells out earli-
er. We encourage you to plan ahead.

amazonsi

</ You shop. Amazon gives.
AmazonSmile allows you to support FFRF
every time you make a purchase — at no cost to you!
When you visit smile.amazon.com

select the Freedom From Religion Foundation
to donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to FFRF.
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‘OUR NeW COMMUNION BOUNCER,

iN CASe Joe BiDeN SHOWS UP...!

FFRF excoriates U.S. bishops
for weaponizing communion

Roman Catholic higher-ups in the
United States have outrageously an-
nounced that they will draft guidance to
deny President Biden communion be-
cause of his support of abortion rights.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, by 73-23 percent, voted that Biden
should be denied the “Eucharist,” known
as holy communion. The proposal must
still be drafted and then approved by a
two-thirds majority vote in November.

Biden recently showed integrity and
backbone in omitting the Hyde Amend-
ment, which denies low-income women
on Medical Assistance abortion care, from
his budget. Now the Catholic hierarchy in
the United States is out for blood, or rath-
er the communion wine (same thing?).
How ironic, given that Biden makes con-
tinual display of his faith, crossing himself
at the drop of a hat and even inflicting
that debasing dirge, “Amazing Grace,” on
the nation as part of his Inaugural.

But this is about politics, not piety. The
Catholic upper hierarchy is declaring war,
for partisan reasons, against a seated pres-

ident — and such conduct is anathema.

It’s reassuring that 60 Catholic Dem-
ocrats in Congress immediately con-
demned the announcement. The action
was also over the objections of the Vati-
can, making for strange bedfellows.

In fact, while the Catholic Confer-
ence can inveigh and rant, only the lo-
cal bishop in charge can actually deny
communion. Cardinal Wilton Gregory,
archbishop of the D.C. Archdiocese,
does not support the effort, and the
bishop-elect in Biden’s Delaware Dio-
cese has not committed. A slim majority
of Catholics are pro-choice (shouldn’t
they all be denied communion, too?),
and their views are divided by party line,
with 55 percent of Catholic Republicans
concurring that Biden should be denied
communion, and 87 percent of Catholic
Democrats opposing such retribution.
A 2019 Pew study found, to the credit
of American Catholics, that only about
a third believe communion bread and
wine literally become the blood and
body of Jesus during Mass.

Corrections

In the June/July issue, the
Cryptogram puzzle was formatted
incorrectly.

Also in that issue, the Charles
Preston obituary misstated his pro-
fession. Preston was the long-time
Wall Street Journal cartoon editor.
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FFRF cheers removal
of Hyde Amendment

The Freedom From Religion Foun-
dation applauds President Biden for no-
tably excluding the Hyde Amendment
from his budget proposal.

The religiously rooted amend-
ment, first introduced in 1976 by the
ultra-Catholic Rep. Henry J. Hyde, re-
stricts federal funding for abortion care.
This means that low-income women on
Medicaid (one in five women in the
United States), in the Indian Health Ser-
vice Plan or Peace Corps are essentially
denied abortion care unless their state
of residence uses its own funds to pay
for such care. Currently, only 16 states
provide such coverage. And since the
procedure can cost anywhere from $500
to $2,000, the Hyde Amendment exacer-
bates health care and economic inequal-
ities for low-income women.

Biden’s action is historic: The Hyde
Amendment has been included in every
congressional appropriation act since
1980. Hyde described his religious intent
for enacting this amendment: “I believe
in a merciful God, I believe in a just God,
and I would be terrified at the thought of
having to explain at the final judgment
why I stood unmoved while Herod’s
slaughter of the innocents was being
re-enacted here in my own country.”

The amendment’s only exceptions
are for instances of rape, incest or
life-threatening illness of the pregnant
woman — and while such circumstances
are unfortunately all too common, indi-
viduals in such situations rarely end up
with coverage due to red tape, reporting

barriers and lack of enforcement. The
Hyde Amendment does not even cover
an abortion when the patient’s health
is at risk and an abortion is medically
recommended.

The Religious Right’s attack on abor-
tion has become more amplified than
ever. The year 2021 is already setting re-
cords for the number of abortion restric-
tions introduced at the state level. And
now the ultraconservative Supreme Court
has agreed to hear an abortion case that
could dismantle Roe v. Wade and create
abortion-care deserts across the country.

That’s why FFRF is celebrating Biden’s
decision to uphold his campaign promise
and exclude the Hyde Amendment from
his budget proposal. Biden is a faithful
Catholic as an individual but he impor-
tantly recognizes his duty as the top pub-
lic executive not to use his civil office to
inflict his personal dogma on other citi-
zens. In excising the Hyde Amendment
from the budget, he further demon-
strates a commitment to equal protection
under the law for women.

While we celebrate this development,
it’s still vital to call your members of
Congress to approve this budget propos-
al with its exclusion of the Hyde Amend-
ment. And while you’re at it, ask them
to support the EACH Woman Act, which
would prohibit federal and state govern-
ments from restricting insurance cover-
age for abortion in public and private
health insurance programs.

There’s a long road ahead even after
Biden’s welcome move.

*

Carnival Barker

. 4 ¥,

In these throwback photos from Sept. 29, 1988, Dan Barker, who is now FFRF
co-president, played his song “Just say NO to Religion” during a freethought
concert and book fair on the University of Wisconsin campus.
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Photos by Paul Gaylor
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GOP, Dems switch sides
on religion vs. science

Researchers have found that, in the
1970s, Republicans were more likely to
place their confidence in science than
religion, while the opposite was true of
Democrats. By 2018, these attitudes had
completely reversed.

A report from Timothy O’Brien, a so-
ciologist at the University of Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee, and Shiri Noy, an assistant pro-
fessor at Denison University, showed how
these attitudes have changed over time.

White evangelicals played an import-
ant role in this as they migrated to the
Republican Party.

As science became more politicized,
O’Brien and Noy said, it was no longer
seen as neutral, but as progressive. Both
science and religion were recast as alterna-
tive, even opposing, sources of knowledge,
values and authority.

Pope Francis issues reform
of Vatican penal law

In areform of the Catholic Church’s
penal code, Pope Francis on June 1
issued stronger penalties for crimes
including sexual abuse, financial mal-
feasance and female ordination.

More than 70 percent of the can-
ons on the code of canon law were
changed by the reform, with only 17
articles remaining untouched.

If a cleric is found guilty of sexual-
ly abusing a minor, canon law will re-
quire that he be stripped of his office
and, if necessary, defrocked. Accord-
ing to current church legislation, put
in place by Pope John Paul II in 1983,
bishops were allowed more discretion
in applying canon law, resulting in a
patchwork accountability system.

The new rule also applies to clerics
who share child pornography with mi-
nors or vulnerable persons. Laypeople
and nuns will also be punishable for
committing sexual abuse.

The new laws will go into effect Dec. 8.

Study: Atheists are as
happy as believers

Atheists are just as happy as devout
religious believers, a new global study
has shown.

It upended the conventional idea
that Christians and followers of other
faiths are happier and more content
with their lives than those without
religion.

The findings were based on surveys
carried out in 24 countries which asked
both about religious belief and levels of
satisfaction with life.

The researchers found that either
a firm belief in God or strong atheist
views are more likely to lead to a satis-
fied mind than a loose attachment to
religious faith.

Academics from the Journal of
Happiness Studies at the University of
Cologne divided levels of belief and
nonbelief into four categories and
found that all except “weakly religious”
showed similar levels of life satisfaction,
and all were higher than the “weakly re-
ligious” group.

The researchers said religion and
happiness also depend heavily on the
country involved. In strictly religious
countries, atheists are less satisfied
with their lives, but ratings improve
in more liberal countries with a high
proportion of non-believers. They sug-

What Americans believe
about prophets and prophecy

“Religious prophecy has been
wrong over and over again, but fail-
ure does not necessarily have the
effect among true believers that you
might expect,” write researchers
Paul A. Djupe, Jacob R. Neiheisel,
and Jason M. Adkins.

Many people have prophesied, or
believed those who make the claims,
that Donald Trump would be presi-
dent again.

“Thirty-seven percent agreed or
strongly agreed that prophecy is
real, while fewer — only 19 percent
—agreed that God told prophets
his plan that Trump would win (the
election in 2020). Larger numbers
(40 percent) believe in faith-heal-
ing powers, while a slim majority of
Americans indicate that God is in

God is in control
aver events 9.4 1] 239 6.7
on Earth.
God has given
the power to heal
threugh prayer and 188 216 265
laying on hands
God told prophets
Trump would win 84|99 26.2 121
the election
God reveals his
plans to humans
about the future 183 18.9 29.5 94
as prophecy
0% 25% 0% 73% 100%
5 I ) ) Strangl
AIE;?:EIF Ij Agree D Meither Ij Disagree D:::;?EZ

Trump prophecy still believed by many

Source: March 2021 Survey. N=3,532

control over the course of events on
Earth.”

The researchers write that believ-
ing prophecy is strongly correlated
with a belief that Trump was anoint-
ed by God to become president.

“And once these hopes acquire
divine sanction, it becomes harder
to accept any other result,” the re-
searchers write. “In fact, those con-
trarian results then take on a gloss
of evil since they run counter to
‘God’s plan.’

“Itis also no surprise atall that be-
lief in prophecy is highly correlated
with a Christian nationalism scale,
nor is it surprising that prophecy
believers are more likely to believe
that Christians will be persecuted by
a Democratic administration.”

gested this could be linked to discrim-
ination against atheists in theocracies
or highly religious states.

Pakistani court overturns
blasphemy conviction

A Pakistani court on June 3 over-
turned the death sentence of a Chris-
tian couple in a blasphemy case, ac-
quitting them for lack of evidence
after they had spent seven years on
death row, lawyers said.

A lower court had sentenced Shafqat
Emmanuel and his wife, Shagufta Kau-
sar, to death in 2014 for allegedly sending
derogatory remarks about the Muslim
Prophet Muhammad in a text message
to another man, Khalid Magsood.

The couple’s lawyer told Reuters
the Lahore High Court had acquitted
the couple in the case in the town of
Toba Tek Singh.

Insulting the prophet carries a man-
datory death penalty in the predomi-
nantly Muslim country. Pakistan’s blas-
phemy laws have long been criticized
by global rights groups.

Study links religiosity,
conspiratorial beliefs

The findings of the Baylor Religion
Survey indicated that biblical literalists,
self-identified “very religious” people
and weekly church attenders are sig-
nificantly more likely to believe that
the 2020 election was rigged, that the
Covid-19 vaccine is untrustworthy and

that top Democrats are involved in
sex-trafficking rings.

Additionally, Americans who
self-identified as becoming “more reli-
gious” over the past 10 years are espe-
cially likely to believe these falsehoods,
said Paul Froese, director of the Bay-
lor Religion Survey and professor of
sociology.

“This broad religion effect corre-
sponds to a Trump effect, something
we began to notice in 2017,” Froese
said. “The intersection of religion and
politics makes the discrete religion ef-
fect on conspiratorial thinking hard to
concisely determine, and we must note
that there are lots of different types and
expressions of religiosity.”

Gorsuch denies churches’
petition over restrictions

Supreme Court Justice Neil Gor-
such on June 1 denied a request from
two Colorado churches and their pas-
tors challenging Covid-19-related re-
strictions that they said treated them
less favorably than secular organiza-
tions, according to a CNN report.

Gorsuch denied the churches’ pe-
tition without referring the matter to
the full court, suggesting he didn’t
think his colleagues would be interest-
ed in the arguments put forward by the
houses of worship in the case at hand.

Unlike other disputes that have
drawn close divisions at the court, the
Colorado churches took aim at a law
that was not specific to the coronavirus

but included other public health disas-
ters such as wildfires and earthquakes,
as well. Conservative groups that had
supported other challenges to state
Covid restrictions did not weigh in in
favor of the churches in the Colora-
do dispute, suggesting that they, too,
thought the request was too broad.

Study: LGBTQ attitudes
change during college

A new survey shows that students
at Christian schools — whether Prot-
estant, evangelical or Catholic — en-
tered college with less positive atti-
tudes toward gay, lesbian and bisexual
people compared with those at non-
religious schools. But all students
increased in their positive attitudes
toward this group by the time they
graduated.

However, Catholic school students
made the least gains, according to the
results from the Interfaith Diversity
Experiences and Attitudes Longitu-
dinal Survey. Upon entering college,
their attitudes were more positive
than evangelical students and showed
an initial surge after the first year. Yet,
when they left college, they had the
least positive scores.

According to the survey creators,
these findings suggest that how much
appreciation students have for diverse
sexual orientations might be related
to institutional culture, messaging
and attitudes — and not necessarily
to students’ personal convictions and
beliefs alone.

43% of Millennials don’t
care, believe in God

Millennials in the United States are
far less likely to believe in God and the
bible’s teachings than older genera-
tions, according to a survey.

Arizona  Christian  University’s
American Worldview Inventory survey
showed younger adults are less likely
to identify with organized religion and
instead are embracing other beliefs,
such as horoscopes.

While 57 percent of Millennials sur-
veyed consider themselves Christian,
43 percent “don’t know, care or be-
lieve that God exists.”

“The Millennial generation in par-
ticular, seems committed to living
without God, without the bible, and
without Christian churches as foun-
dations in either their personal life or
within American society,” said George
Barna, director of research for ASU’s
Cultural Research Center.

Judge rejects college’s
request on housing rule

A federal judge on May 19 reject-
ed the College of the Ozarks’ request
to sidestep a 2021 directive backed
by President Joe Biden that bans dis-
crimination based on sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity.

Judge Roseann Ketchmark issued
the ruling, denying a temporary re-
straining order and a preliminary
injunction. She said an effort by the
conservative Christian college to stop
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development from applying
the new directive would not protect
the college from any liability related
to unfair housing allegations.
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In mid-April, the college sued
Biden, HUD and related federal of-
ficials with support from the Alliance
Defending Freedom. The college and
ADF argued the directive forced re-
ligious schools to violate their views
by opening male or female residence

halls — including dorm rooms and
restrooms — to members of the op-
posite sex.

Ohio law now allows
medical discrimination

Republican Gov. Mike DeWine of
Ohio signed the budget bill on June 30
that allows doctors, hospitals, insurers
and other health care professionals and
companies to deny services if they have
an objection based on “moral, ethical or
religious beliefs.”

The measure comes months after
Arkansas, South Dakota and Montana
enacted similar legislation, indicating a
growing trend among Republican-con-
trolled state legislatures.

The provision was tucked inside a
700-page document of amendments to
the state’s two-year budget bill, and re-
mained largely unexamined until DeW-
ine had signed it into law. DeWine had
the opportunity to line-item veto the
language while signing the rest of the
budget into law and refused to do so.

The change will allow any medical
professional “the freedom to decline to
perform, participate in, or pay for any
health care service which violates the
practitioner’s, institution’s or payer’s
conscience as informed by the moral,
ethical or religious beliefs.”

41% of Australians don’t
trust religious leaders

The Australia Talks National Survey
found that 41 percent of Australians
don’t trust religious leaders “at all,” a
6 percent rise since the survey was last
conducted in 2019.

Almost half (47 percent) of 18-24
year-olds don’t trust religious leaders
“at all.” That’s a jump of 15 percentage
points in just two years.

At the last census in 2016, 30 percent
of Australians said they had no religion,
compared with 19 percent in 2006.

Texas churches to stay
open during disasters

Prompted by the pandemic shut-
downs, a newly passed law in Texas
will keep religious organizations active
during disasters.

The law, which took effect June 18,
blocks all government bodies at or be-
low the state level from stopping the ac-
tivities of churches, mosques, temples or
any house of faith. Governmental enti-
ties may not “prohibit a religious orga-
nization from engaging in religious and
other related activities or continuing to
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school in British Columbia.

Remains of nearly 1,000 kids found at schools

The remains of 751 people, mainly Indigenous children, were discovered
at the site of a former school in the Saskatchewan, a Canadian Indigenous
group said on June 24, “jolting a nation grappling with generations of wide-
spread and systematic abuse of Indigenous people,” according to The New

The discovery came just weeks after the remains of 215 children were
found in unmarked graves on the grounds of another former boarding

Both Roman Catholic schools were part of a system that took Indigenous
children in the country from their families over a period of about 113 years,
sometimes by force, and housed them in boarding schools, where they were
prohibited from speaking their languages.

Photo\provided by Reuters
Boys pray on bunk beds in a dormitory at the Bishop Horden Memorial
School, a residential school in the indigenous Cree community of Moose
Factory, Ontario, Canada in 1950. Nearly 1,000 bodies of mostly children
have been found near two Indigenous Roman Catholic schools in Canada.

operate in the discharge of the organiza-
tion’s foundational faith-based mission
and purpose,” the text reads.

The law further specifies that a “de-
clared state of disaster” does not grant
governments leeway to limit religious
activity.

Atheists sue over ‘IGWT’
license plates in Miss.

American Atheists, the Mississippi
Humanist Association and three non-
religious Mississippi residents filed a
federal lawsuit on June 22 against the
state over its “In God We Trust” license
plate. The complaint accuses the Mis-
sissippi Commissioner of Revenue
of violating the people’s freedom of
speech and religion by forcing them to
display this religious message on their
personal vehicles.

The Mississippi license plate has in-
cluded “In God We Trust” since 2019.
The lawsuit claims that car owners are
forced to promote this religious state-
ment or pay an additional fee for a
specialty plate without it.

“Every minute they spend on the
streets of Mississippi, atheists are
forced to act as a billboard for the
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state’s religious message,” said Geof-
frey T. Blackwell, litigation counsel at
American Atheists.

Vatican tries to sway
Italy over gay rights bill

The Vatican has expressed concerns
to the Italian government about a gay
rights bill working its way through Parlia-
ment, according to a report in The New
York Times.

The Vatican says the bill infringes
upon guaranteed religious liberties,
and “risked exposing core church be-
liefs, such as limiting the priesthood to
men or only recognizing marriage be-
tween a man and a woman, to charges
of criminal discrimination,” according
to the Times.

Church historians said a letter from
the Vatican to an Italian ambassador
outlining those concerns “amounted
to a unique escalation of Vatican at-
tempts to influence the affairs of the
Italian state.”

Justice Dept. saysit can
defend religious exemption

The Justice Department in a court
filing June 8 said it can “vigorously”
defend a religious exemption from
federal civil rights law that allows fed-
erally funded religious schools to dis-
criminate against LGBTQ students, a

What Is a Freethinker?

freethinker .

1 A person who forms opinions
about religion on the basis of reason,
independently of tradition, authority,
or established belief.
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move that surprised some LGBTQ ad-
vocates who said the wording went fur-
ther than just an obligation to defend
an existing law, according to a report
in the Washington Post.

In the filing, the Biden administra-
tion said it “shares the same ultimate
objective” as the conservative Christian
schools named in the case.

At issue in Hunter v. the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education are 40 LGBTQ stu-
dents at conservative religious colleges
and universities who are suing the gov-
ernment for its role in providing fund-
ing to schools with discriminatory pol-
icies. The schools say they have a First
Amendment right to promote tradi-
tional religious beliefs about sexuality
and gender.

“The plaintiffs seek safety and justice
for themselves and for the countless
sexual and gender minority students
whose oppression, fueled by govern-
ment funding, and unrestrained by
government intervention, persists with
injurious consequences to mind, body
and soul,” reads the March suit, filed in
U.S. District Court in Oregon.

Billions in federal money for things
such as scholarships and grants flow
through the U.S. Department of
Education.

Most atheists, agnostics
oppose death penalty

A majority of adults in the United
States favor the death penalty for peo-
ple convicted of murder, according to
a recent Pew Research Center survey.
However, views about the death penal-
ty vary by religion — with atheists and
agnostics opposing this form of punish-
ment at about the same rate as Ameri-
cans overall support it.

Roughly two-thirds of atheists (65
percent) and 57 percent of agnostics
either “strongly” or “somewhat” oppose
the death penalty for people convicted
of murder.

Meanwhile, 60 percent of U.S. adults
overall favor the death penalty, includ-
ing 75 percent of White evangelical
Protestants and 73 percent of White
non-evangelical Protestants, according
to the survey.

Atheists and agnostics are the only
religious groups in this analysis that are
more likely to oppose the death penalty
than to support it.

Judge: Christian baker
broke discrimination law

A Denver district court found that
the Colorado baker who was the sub-
ject of a 2018 Supreme Court case for
refusing to bake a cake for a same-sex
wedding has violated state discrimina-
tion laws in another case.

A judge on June 15 found that Mas-
terpiece Cakeshop owner Jack Phillips
illegally refused to bake a cake to cel-
ebrate a trans woman’s birthday and
identity, saying it violated the Colora-
do Anti-Discrimination Act.

In 2019, he was sued by Autumn
Scardina for refusing to bake her a
custom birthday cake in 2017 after she
said the colors and design of the cake
would celebrate her transition from
male to female.

Scardina explained on the phone
to Phillips the personal meaning of
the cake as a transgender woman and
she said the tone of the call changed.
She was told the bakery “probably
could not make that cake because
of the message,” according to court
documents.
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‘Pro-lifers’ disregard for pregnant people

This column first appeared in the Wash-
ington Post on May 26 and is reprinted
with permission.

By Monica Hesse

ears ago I wrote about abortion
Ydoulas, volunteers who offer sup-

port to pregnant people who have
chosen to end their pregnancies. One
evening while I was reporting the story,
a few doulas talked about their concept
of life. Did it begin at 16 weeks? Twen-
ty-four? When, precisely, was it morally
too late for them to personally support
someone having an abortion?

But then one volunteer shrugged,
saying the answer actually wasn’t that
important to her.
She didn’t need
to know when life
“began” for a fe-
tus incubating in
someone  else’s
body, she said.
She only need-
ed to know that
there was already
a living patient,
one with hopes
and dreams and loved ones and re-
sponsibilities, and that person did not
want to be pregnant.

This view required accepting only
one premise, the doula said: that wom-
en’s physical and emotional lives were
important — more important, in fact,
than an unborn fetus.

In alot of circles this would be a rad-
ical notion, or at least an impolitic one.
It’s one thing to beg anti-abortion leg-
islators for exceptions in rape or incest
cases, or to explain how a six-week em-
bryo is a cluster of cells the size of a len-
til. It’s another thing to try to convince
them that the life a pregnant woman
has left to live may outweigh the life a
fetus might live if carried to term.

Mid-May foreshadowed a continued
thwacking away at abortion rights in the
United States. The Supreme Court an-
nounced it would hear arguments for
Dobbs v. Jackson, a case that would pro-
hibit abortion after 15 weeks and effec-
tively decimate Roe v. Wade. A few days
later, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott signed a
state law banning abortions at the first
sign of a heartbeat — a ludicrous bill
that would require many people to ob-
tain abortions before they even know
they are pregnant. (The medical com-
munity counts pregnancy from the first
day of the previous menstrual cycle; by
the time someone with an average cy-
cle realizes her period is late and buys
a First Response test, she’s already con-
sidered five or six weeks along.)

The bill, Abbott said at a signing cer-
emony, “ensures that the life of every
unborn child who has a heartbeat will
be saved from the ravages of abortion.”
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A woman protests outside a Planned Parenthood clinic.

It does not allow for exemptions in
cases of rape or incest. It does require
doctors to tell patients that abortion in-
creases their risk for breast cancer, de-
spite the fact that the studies alluding
to this risk are outdated, outnumbered,
methodologically flawed and disputed
by the American College of Obstetri-
cians and Gynecologists. The bill does
allow a private citizen — any private
citizen — to sue an abortion provider
or anyone else who helps someone ob-
tain an abortion after the detection of
a heartbeat.

Thought experiment

Here’s a thought experiment: I'm
standing in front of you holding a baby
in one hand and a petri dish with a blas-
tocyst in the other. I'm going to drop
them both off the side of the building
and you can only catch one. Which do
you catch?

This experiment, which you might
have seen circulating online, is meant
to test a key premise of anti-abortion
arguments: that life begins at concep-
tion and embryos are equivalent to
babies. No matter what you think you
believe, who would actually dive for the
petri dish and let the baby fall?

This week I found myself mentally
replacing the baby with a woman —
a woman who has a heartbeat but no
desire to become a parent or put her
body through the ravages of childbirth
— and I think I know what would hap-
pen. The petri dish would be saved.
The woman would hit the pavement.

Did I mention I’m writing this while
eight months pregnant? News of the
Supreme Court hearing came down
while I was waiting for the sonographer
in an exam room. When she came in
and said everything still looked OK, I
melted with relief. This pregnancy was
very much wanted, planned, prepared

for and cared for. I could imagine no
circumstances in which I would end it.

Ticking clock

And yet each week, I was acutely
aware of a ticking clock, one many
of my pregnant friends have also de-
scribed hearing — a countdown to
the point at which an abortion was
no longer a legal option. Before that
point, we were people in control of
our bodies. After that point, our uter-
uses no longer belonged to us. They
belonged to the state, presumably.
Or maybe a certain kind of religious
person would say they had always be-
longed to God.

Crossing that Rubicon was jarring.
Can you think of any other circum-
stance in which we’d require an adult
to relinquish rights to their own body
that way? If an ailing patient was go-
ing to die unless they were surgically
attached for 10 months to a man’s ab-
domen, would we tell that man he was
legally required to lift up his shirt?

Even the most staunchly antiabor-
tion advocate has to acknowledge that
the act of pregnancy requires two par-
ticipants: the developing embryo and
the person carrying it. So how has the
conversation become so lopsided? How
did the emotional and physical lives of
women get so shut out of the narrative?
The Mississippi legislation that resulted
in Dobbs v. Jackson — the “Gestational
Age Act” — spends several paragraphs
listing when a fetus begins to form fin-
gernails or a diaphragm. It mentions
the word “mother” exactly once.

What would it look like to center
pregnant people in this conversation?
How would we talk about abortion
if we started with the radical premise
that women’s personhood is at least
as important as the pregnancy she is
carrying?
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Relevant statistics

We might have honest conversations
about statistics: While antiabortion activ-
ists say they are concerned with women'’s
health, the CDC’s most recent data, gath-
ered from its Pregnancy Mortality Sur-
veillance System, calculated the mortality
of pregnancy or childbirth-related deaths
at 17.3 per 100,000 in 2017. In the same
year, “two women were identified to have
died as a result of complications from le-
gal induced abortion,” according to the
PMSS data. Not two per 100,000. Two.

Statistically, it is more dangerous to
birth a child than to end a pregnancy.
And yet, while Mississippi’s act discusses
in detail possible health risks of abortion
— heavy bleeding, lacerations, injury to
the uterus — it doesn’t mention those are
also risks of childbirth, which we are told
is the most natural thing in the world.

We might talk about how, despite a
prevailing narrative that women regret
having abortions, five years after the pro-
cedure 95 percent of them felt it was the
right decision, according to a University
of California at San Francisco study re-
leased last year.

We might talk about other things, too
— how mothers experience a salary pen-
alty for stepping out of the workforce, or
how the cost of child care in many locales
is equivalent to buying a new Hyundai ev-
ery year, but how the same “pro-family”
types who said you must have the baby
are the people who will murmur “person-
al responsibility” and “socialism” if you
ask for support in raising the baby.

None of these conversations would
mean you had to have an abortion,
or support a loved one’s abortion, or
change your definition of when life be-
gins. But they would mean you would
have to look at Dobbs v. Jackson or Texas’
Senate Bill 8 and have to ask yourself:
What are these bills doing to women
and pregnant people?

Are they treating women like adults
who are capable of assessing their own
emotional state, their own risk toler-
ance, their own hopes and desires for
their own future?

Are these bills protecting women, or
are they protecting an idea of what a
woman should want, feel and be?

Are they treating women like they too
have fingernails, eyelashes, worth, dignity
and heartbeats?

Are they the result of a real, difficult,
honest discussion about the concept of
life? Or are they just about fetal echo-
cardiograms, ignoring the lives standing
right in front of them?

Monica Hesse is a Washington Post
columnist who writes about gender and its
impact on society.
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Depopulation alarmism
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Future of women is more than just breeding

By Valerie Tarico

epopulation doomsaying is trending. You may
have noticed some of the headlines and book titles

as they’ve cropped up: “With global births expect-
ed to decline, experts warn ‘crisis’ looms” — CBS News;
“The U.S. fertility rate just hit a historic low. Why some
demographers are freaking out.” — The Washington
Post; “The US needs more babies, more immigrants, and
more integration” — Vox; Empty Planet — The Shock of
Global Population Decline — Darrel Bricker and John
Ibbitson. Though global population will grow for de-
cades and maybe generations to come, a demographic
shift is happening.

In the 20th century, population skyrocketed, but
birthrates dropped from an average of over five children
per woman in 1900 to just over
two by the end of the century. If
you think about this in terms of in-
dividual empowerment or health,
that’s an extraordinary accom-
plishment: Fewer women dying in
childbirth, healthier babies, par-
ents who are more able to form
the families of their choosing and
then invest deeply in their chil-
dren, and more women able to
pursue other interests and roles.
(In a parallel trend, lifespans have
doubled, partly due to lower childhood mortality and
partly due to better health later on.)

This should be cause for celebration, but that is not
how everyone thinks about it. Instead, recent reporting
feeds anxieties about scarcity and competition, some-
times making the untrue claim that population growth
is needed for economic growth or social security pro-
grams. These false claims have grave implications for the
rights of women and well-being of children, taking us
back toward the roles dictated in the bible.

New times, old roles

Historically and traditionally, women tend to think
about reproduction in terms of caretaking, family
well-being, healthy children and the trajectory of their
own lives. Men — especially men in positions of power
— have often thought about reproduction in econom-
ic and competitive terms: More children means more
workers for the field, more adherents for the church,
more serfs or slaves, and more soldiers to help one clan
or tribe or kingdom or nation beat others.

We glimpse this historical view in the Iron Age texts
of the bible and Quran, where women and children are
economic assets belonging to a patriarch, the head of
family. The Ten Commandments forbid a man to covet
his neighbor’s house, wife, slaves, livestock or anything
that belongs to his neighbor. A girl can be given by her
father in marriage; virginity is guarded to ensure progeny
of known lineage; a rapist can be forced to buy and keep
the damaged goods; and a father can sell his offspring
into slavery or even sacrifice his son. In one story, God
gives Satan the right to destroy Job’s wealth — including
his children — and then later replaces them.

In recent centuries, societies have gradually evolved
toward a different view of women and children, one in
which each is fully a person, valued not as a means to an
end, but as an individual whose thoughts, feelings, pref-
erences, intentions and life experience matter in their
own right. Women and children are seen to merit life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness for the reasons that
men merit the same.

In his book The Prophet, poet Kahlil Gibran beautifully
expressed this view:

Your children are not your children.

They are the sons and daughlers of Life’s longing for itself.

They come through you but not from you,

And though they are with you yet they belong not to you.

You may give them your love but not your thoughts,

For they have their own thoughts.

For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow.

This is a radical shift from the culture that gave
a man the right to sacrifice his son or daughter (like
Abraham and Jeptheh in the bible), but this transition
is far from complete. Mixed feelings abound even at
the liberal edge of the shift, and old scripts still dom-
inate life in traditional and conservative subcultures.
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Global alarmism over expected declining birth rates doesn’t mean women need to become merely vessels for

helping grow the population, Valerie Tarico asserts.

The World Health Organization estimates that each day
39,000 families “give” underage girls in marriage, often
as soon as they are capable of pregnancy. Many of these
child brides drop out of school, joining 129 million un-
schooled girls and 12 million teens who give birth annu-
ally. Among women, 190 million would like to prevent
or delay the next pregnancy, but lack modern means to
do so. These girls and women have the highest rates of
unsought pregnancy today, and they will stay vulnerable
if depopulation narratives begin to drive philanthropic
and government priorities.

Ironically, the second most vulnerable group may be
those women in countries with the greatest degree of
female education and contraception, the women whose
below-replacement birthrates lie at the heart of the angst
about declining fertility. These women lead very different
lives than their sisters in the Global South, but depopu-
lation alarmism poses the same threat for both groups.
Psychologically, it creates a powerful subconscious shift in
which the thought of female empowerment elicits anxi-
ety, ambivalence, uncertainty, frustration or overt hostility.

This emotional shift has the potential to stall progress
on female empowerment. Mixed feelings often lead to
bureaucratic resistance, sluggish public investment and
philanthropic skittishness. That is because when people
feel unsure about the fundamental goodness of a course
of action, they cease to act.

The family planning sector already faces obstruction
from the ongoing influence of religion in society. Con-
servative religious leaders laud motherhood as the pin-
nacle of female virtue. The pope recently called Italy’s
shift in family size a cold, dark “demographic winter.” Bu-
reaucrats, aid agencies and charitable foundations often
seek noncontroversial strategies, leading them to avoid
family planning investments, even when these might be
central to attaining their goals — as, for example, in PEP-
FAR (AIDS relief) or the Green Climate Fund. But until
now, education of girls has been seen, at least by those in
power, as an unmitigated good.

What should we do?

In recent decades, advocates have fought to protect
women (especially poor brown women) from being
pressured not to have babies. Now, humanity may be re-
turning to a phase when many women will face pressure
in the opposite direction, as has been the case through
much of history. Safeguards against coercion need to be
broad enough to protect against both.

To avert problems, we need to start with the facts.
Human population skyrocketed during the 20th cen-
tury and the curve is bending. Global population will
grow for at least another generation, exacerbating cli-
mate change and resource depletion and some coun-
tries now face new challenges associated with shrink-
ing populations. With women having fewer babies
and people living longer, a few countries now have

more retirees than kids — Japan and Spain, for exam-
ples. Others will soon follow.

Advocates for women and girls need to take seriously
some of the concerns raised by alarmists — for example,
questions about geopolitical power dynamics, chang-
ing dependency ratios — meaning fewer working age
people relative to everyone else — and potential loss of
creativity or productivity as populations become older.
We need to press relevant experts (e.g., economists, so-
cial scientists, policy makers) to engage on these topics,
and we need to be prepared with answers when hyper-
bole and legitimate questions come up. Unless there
are credible paths forward, depopulation alarmists will
continue to center on their current old “solutions” to
new challenges — that women produce more babies or,
temporarily, that wealthy countries recruit immigrants
from places where women have less means to manage
their fertility.

We need to ensure that women who do want more
babies are supported in having them. Some portion
of declining birthrates is due to factors that discour-
age women from having babies they might want — fi-
nancial constraints, lack of child care options, fertility
problems, health issues, and in the most extreme, an-
ti-conceptive policies or practices that are coercive. As
depopulation alarmists raise these concerns, we must
validate and address them.

We must speak up against the doom and gloom. De-
population alarmism often extrapolates unlikely trend-
lines. It relies on economic indicators that ignore individ-
ual prosperity. It brushes past dimensions of well-being
that don’t have a dollar price tag. It ignores climate
change and the well-being of other species. It underesti-
mates technology shifts such as artificial intelligence and
robotics that will make legions of low-paid economic foot
soldiers obsolete. Lastly, it overlooks the many ways that
a smaller, older population might be awesome. If we are
well informed, we can round out the conversation.

The alternative to depopulation alarmism is creative
innovation. Old school Malthusians made the mistake
of underestimating human ingenuity, specifically our
ability to feed people and grow prosperity as world pop-
ulation swelled from under 2 billion at the start of the
20th century to almost 8 billion at the close. Now, reverse
Malthusians make the same mistake and derive similarly
wrong conclusions.

If we can reach Mars, we can create a future that
merges declining population, broad prosperity and
individual reproductive freedom. Rocket science takes
will, work, smarts, imagination and teamwork; that’s
how we as a species cross uncharted distances. So, let’s
get on it. We can’t roll up our sleeves if we’re busy
wringing our hands.

FFRF Member Valerie Tarico is a psychologist and author of
Trusting Doubt: A Former Evangelical Looks at Old Beliefs in
a New Light and Deas...and Other Imaginings.
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U.S. bishops wrong about Biden and abortion

This column first appeared in The New
York Times on June 27 and is reprinted with
permission.

By Garry Wills

hat is the worst crime a society
can commit? Some people (I
among them) would say the Ho-

locaust, the cold methodical murder of
6 million people just for being Jews.

But some Catholics and evangelicals
say they know of an even greater crime
— the deliberate killing of untold mil-
lions of unborn babies by abortion. They
have determined that a fetus is a person
and abortion is therefore murder. This
is a crime of such magnitude that some
Catholic bishops are trying to deny the
reception of Holy Communion by the

president of the

P United States for
“‘ not working to

J : s h prevent it.
T o No one told

Dante that this was
the worst crime,
or he would have
put abortionists,
not Judas, in the
deepest  frozen
depths of his In-
ferno. But, in fact,
he does not put abortionists anywhere
in the eight fiery tiers above the deepest
one of his Hell.

This is not a singular omission.
No one told “Matthew” or “Mark” or
“Luke” or “John” or Paul, or any other
New Testament author, that he should
condemn this sin of all sins. Nor did
any author of the Old Testament raise
this alarm, with the result that we do
not have Moses or Jesus on record as
opposing abortion. Nor did any of the
major definitive creeds.

Even major figures of religious histo-
ry do not tell us that the fetus is a person.
St. Augustine says he searched Scripture
trying but failing to find out when in the
procreative process personal life begins.
But St. Thomas Aquinas knew. Aristotle
told him — that it came at or near child-

#} i

Gary Willis

Mainstream silence

By James A. Haught

he modern freethought move-
T ment is gigantic. Numerous skep-

tic organizations, magazines,
websites, books, online blogs, student
secular chapters,
videos, podcasts
and other voices
spread the mes-
sage that super-
natural religion
is absurd. But
America has a
strange contradic-
tion: Mainstream
magazines, news-
papers, television
shows, radio programs and other gen-
eral media rarely allow a direct chal-
lenge to supernatural faith.

I think it’s because they're mostly
forprofit commercial businesses depen-
dent on advertising and/or subscribers.
They have multitudes of religious cus-
tomers who would stop paying or listen-
ing if insulted, causing severe audience
and ad revenue loss. Print media is an
especially endangered species these days,

James A. Haught

@E GOT A PROBLEM
WITH “ou JoE BuT THE
RACIST. MISOGYNISTIC
LYING cHEATING FAKE
cHRISTIAN cONMANT
YEAH WE GAVE
HiM A PASS

birth, after an earlier stage of having a
nutritive soul (like plant life), which
developed into an animal soul, at last
receiving a rational soul. Thomas kept
Aristotle’s biology, just adding that God
himself infuses the soul into the body at
some unspecified time during the last
stage of this process. In other words, the
fetus in its long pre-rational life is not a
human being.

In 1930, Pope Pius X1, in his encyclical
Casti Connubii, forbade all ways to pre-
vent procreation, lumping them togeth-
er with the condemnation of Onan, who
prevents his widowed sister-in-law from
childbirth by coitus interruptus. But
the Vatican was embarrassed by schol-
ars who noted that what was attacked
there was a violation of the duty of Levi-
rate marriage, to continue his brother’s
line. The Vatican has never again tried
to connect abortion with Scripture. The
best comment on the pope’s disastrous
“church teaching” came via Alexander
Woollcott, who said of Dorothy Parker:
“Of her birds, I remember only an un-
tidy canary whom she named Onan for
reasons which will not escape those who
know their Scriptures.”

barely clinging to life. Hazards must be
avoided like the plague.

As a longtime newspaper editor in Ap-
palachia’s Bible Belt, I have known the
dilemma firsthand. Years ago, a column
syndication agent visited our newsroom.
I told him I'd like to write a national
atheist column. He choked on his coffee.
I knew my proposal was impossible. No
newspaper would print such a column.
We couldn’t even print it in my own pa-
per. We would lose thousands of subscrib-
ers, maybe sink into bankruptcy.

Since forprofit mainstream outlets
are forced into silence, our nonprofit
freethought movement lives mostly with-
in its own realm, greatly aided by the
wide-open internet. We have freedom to
speak in our own domain, but aren’t fully
welcome outside it.

However, religion is dying in the Unit-
ed States. American churches have lost
20 percent of their members in the past
two decades. About one-fourth of adults
now say their religion is “none” — and
for young adults, it’s one-third. Eventual-
ly, I hope, “Nones” will become the larg-
est category.

In other words, we skeptics are winning
the cultural struggle. Scientific-minded

The religious opponents of abortion
think that the human person actually
antedates the Aristotelian scheme, dat-
ing it from “conception” (when the se-
men fertilizes the ovum). But the Cath-
olic theologian Bernard Haring points
out that at least half of the fertilized
eggs fail to achieve “nidation” — adher-
ence to the uterus — making nature
and nature’s God guilty of a greater
“holocaust” of unborn babies than
abortion accounts for, if the fertilized
ovum is a “baby.”

The opponents of abortion who call
themselves “pro-life” make any form
of human life, even pre-nidation ova,
sacred. But my clipped fingernails or
trimmed hairs are human life. They
are not canine hair. The cult of the fe-
tus goes even farther down the path of
nonsense. This cult, which began as far
back as the 1950s, led to debate over
whether, in a pregnancy crisis, the life
of the fetus should be preferred to that
of the mother.

In her brilliant book Policing the
Womb, Michele Goodwin records how
state legislatures are now inventing
a new crime, “feticide.” Does a preg-

nant woman’s smoking or drinking
endanger the fetus in her? Haul her
into court and convict her of attempt-
ed feticide. Bring doctors in to testify
against her.

This new cult of the fetus was not ob-
served in the long history of the bish-
ops’ own church. When my wife and
I were in England in the 1960s, her
doctor there said she was at severe risk
of a miscarriage and consigned her to
immobility in bed. I did not know what
my Catholic Church prescribed about
treatment of a miscarried baby, if that
should occur. I went to John Henry
Newman’s Oratory fathers, where I had
been attending Mass, and asked what I
should do in that event. They looked
puzzled and said the hospital should
handle that.

I found, in later questions, that the
church did not prescribe or recommend
baptizing a miscarriage as if it were a full
human being, nor giving it last rites,
nor burying it in consecrated ground.
My Catholic grandmother, Rose Collins,
had three or four miscarriages, but told
me she did not worry about how the
discharges were disposed of — she had
four living children to care for.

The Catholic Church no longer
claims that opposition to abortion is
scriptural. It is not a religious issue. It
is called a matter of natural law, which
should be discernible by natural rea-
son. Yet as the Catholic judge John
T. Noonan said, the most recognized
experts on natural law, in universities,
human rights organizations, medical
and psychological bodies, do not gen-
erally oppose abortion. Nor, according
to polls, do a majority of American
citizens, even Catholic citizens. Some
women of my own extended family
have had abortions and still consider
themselves Catholics. President Biden
seems to be on their side, as is Pope
Francis.

This, of course, does not affect the
American bishops. They hate this pope
and this president anyway.

Garry Wills is the author of more than 50
books on Catholicism, the history of Christi-
anity, and American history and politics.

about freethinkers

honesty is prevailing. Maybe this snow-
balling trend will eventually force main-
stream media to open their doors.

As for now, commercial media out-
lets don’t dare assert that religion is
hokum. But our freethought commu-
nity can. We don’t depend on religious
subscribers or advertisers. We can pro-
ceed full steam ahead to proclaim ra-
tional truths without risking losses. We
are free to act — driven by convictions,
not by the profit motive — and thus
the “free” in freethought has multiple

meanings.

A great social transformation is oc-
curring in America. Supernaturalism is
withering away. The Secular Age is blos-
soming. Our freethought movement is
delivering the message because for-profit
media cannot.

FFRE Member James A. Haught was the
longtime editor at the Charleston Gazette
and has been the editor emeritus since 2015.
This column is adapted from a piece original-
ly published on July 22, 2019, at Daylight
Atheism/Patheos.
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P.O. Box 750 « Madison, W1 53701 « (608) 256-8900 « FFRF.org

What is the Freedom From Religion Foundation?

Founded in 1978 as a national organization of freethinkers (atheists and
agnostics), the Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc., works to keep state
and church separate and to educate the public about the views of nontheists.
FFRF has more than 30,000 members. FFRF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and
donations are tax deductible for income tax purposes.

FFRF’s email address is info@ffrf.org. Please include your name and physical
mailing address with all email correspondence.

FFRF members wishing to receive online news releases, “action alerts” and
“Freethought of the Day” should contact info@ffrf.org.
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IT PAYS TO COMPLAIN

Missouri city council
ends invocations

FFRF Member Ethan Gabel researched
all of the invocations given at the Kirks-
ville, Mo., City Council meetings since
2005.

His results showed that there have
been more than 330 invocations given
and almost every
single one of them
had been a prayer,
mostly  delivered
by Christian clergy
members.

So, Gabel
emailed the coun-
cil with his new-
found  informa-
tion, hoping to get
the council to stop
the religiously infused invocations.

“Regardless of intent, it appears that
the Kirksville City Council itself endorses
Christianity above all other religions and
is actively ignoring the doctrine of church-
state separation enshrined in the United
States Constitution,” Gabel wrote in his
emailed letter.

Gabel’s letter worked.

As reported by Austin Miller in the
Kirksville Daily Express, “The Kirksville
City Council is ending the customary invo-
cation that has kicked off its meetings for
many years.”

CRANKMAIL

Ethan Gabel

Now, instead of the invocation prior to
council meetings, there will be a “reading
of the city’s mission and vision statements
and then a moment of silence for per-
sonal reflection,” according to the Daily
Express.

Several councilmembers agreed with
Gabel.

“[The invocation] is not called a prayer
for a reason,” said Councilmember Jessica
Parks, as reported in the article. “However,
it feels like a prayer and it pretty much has
been.”

She added later: “I think it’s a good re-
minder for us to remember who we repre-
sent when we come to our meetings, that
we’re not representing ourselves and our
own wants and desires. We are represent-
ing the citizens.”

Councilmember John Gardner agreed.

“I'm not sure I've ever been anywhere

. . where an invocation really, essential-
ly, wasn’t a prayer,” he said. “That’s what
they’ve always been. That’s probably not
their definition and certainly not their
connotation, so I understand the intent.
I just think what we would end up getting
is a lot of people doing Christian prayers.
That’s a large part of our community . . .
but we’re the city government. We’re not
a church, we’re not a religious institution,
and we represent all people.”

We hope you enjoy this month’s edition of the
Crankmail missives sent to FFRF. Printed as received.

Evil: It must be devastating to your “non profit”
knowing there are over 550 witnesses confirmed
Jesus is alive and well after dying for mine and your
sins on the cross. There’s a hot hell waiting for those
that use their life to deny his name! “EVERY KNEE
WILL BEND & TONGUE WILL CONFESS THAT JESUS IS
LORD.” Sorry to break it to you all but In the end God
wins. — Bo Dyer

Fools: If you don’t believe in any G_d, how could
you possibly be offended by those that do. If you are
smart enough’s to discern there could be no Creator,
why could you possibly be offended by those that
acknowledge someone you feel doesn’t exist? Why
would freedom of thought be ended because of your
opinions? Fool! — Rodger Jennings

You are so fucked: So. You “atheists” really think
it’s about religion?? You have no clue what the hell
you’re even talking about. Interested in a good de-
bate?? Come see us at Cornerstone Church of Clar-
ion. Maybe we get the Holy Spirit to set you on fire
— Jared Evans

your threat to this country: You may assist me-
-rather the RESPECTABLE citizens of this country--by

4. Include FFRF In

M3 Your Estate Planning

Arrange a bequest in your will
or trust, or make the Freedom
From Religion Foundation the
beneficiary of an insurance
policy, bank account or IRA.

IT'S EASY TO DO!

For related information
(or to receive a bequest
brochure), please contact:

Annie Laurie Gaylor
at (608) 256-8900
info@ffrf.org

Freedom depends

on freethinkers

leaving it. Atheism is NOT a religion. You do have the
right not to believe in God but you do NOT have the
right to try to change the foundation of this country.
If you don’t like that religion is practiced here then
GET THE FUCK OUT. | wish you this--you get a termi-
nal case of the drizzling shits & live forever with it,
with only coarse sandpaper with which to wipe your
sorry ass. Oh...by the way...did | mention | am an
atheist? But | am a DECENT atheist, not a disgusting
one like you. — Monica Thacker

Moral decline: | just want to congratulate FFR
and the ACLU (Anti Christian Liberal Union) for being
MAJOR contributors to the moral decline in America.
Since you two worthless groups have pursued the
destruction of organized religion the moral decay of
society has grown. — Jack Pengstad

Facts: First of all: Shame on you. | am going to tell
you a truth and you better believe it or | WILL bank-
rupt you. “Separation of Church and State” is NOT in

Anybody disagree, then you really do not know the
truth. Rescind your dispute NOW or | will see you at
the Supreme Court, and you will be declared a terror-
ist organization. | am tired of the lies that the organiza-
tions like FFRF promote. The First Amendment states
in part “freedom of religion” NOT ‘freedom from reli-
gion’. You would not exist if it were not for the founding
of our nation and the certain unalienable rights that
ONLY our Creator could avow to us. FACT! Please apol-
ogize. Thanks! — Vincent DeJung

Are you stupid.: Your group needs to stop de-
manding people to take down there faith in GOD.
Its our right to pray and no place in our Constitution
does it say are mean,the government has the right
to take it away.If someone gets offended by it then
to bad this country needs God.And if they come to
this country to live they need to respect our laws and
valuse as we do theres. — Theodore SpahnHorrible!:
Freedom from religion? What we need is freedom
from socialism. Over 100 million victims in the 20th
century alone. How do you folk sleep at night? — Jon-
athan Roester

Prayers: If you do not want people praying at
Osceola County School Board meetings then you are
what is wrong with this country! — Jackson Bach-
mann

True Christians: An atheist knows nothing about
Christ or Christians. Jesus is not political. He does
not favor one party over another. Was Trump a de-
cent president, | think so. Was he God’s gift to us?
God let Him win. Was he a Christian, he was a baby,
Christian. Is Biden a Christian? I say no. Why, because
he is doing what the Bible says is wrong to do. Sitting
in a Catholic pew does not make a person a Christian.
Pelosi proves that. — Ben Young

Stardust
expands its
universe

By age 12, Bailey Harris was already
an author. Along with her father, Doug,
they co-wrote My Name is Stardust, which
was released in 2017 and had already
sold thousands of copies by the time
she spoke at FFRF’s 2018 convention in
San Francisco. (FFRF awarded Bailey its
Beverly and Richard Hermsen Student
Activist Award of $5,000.)

Bailey, now 15, has helped create
more in the Stardust line, which now in-
cludes a new board game called “Go Ex-
tinct! Stardust Catches the Carnivores.
According to the StardustScience.com
website, the game is a “special edition of
the award-winning Go Extinct! tabletop
card game, incorporating artwork and

Page 13

l‘

concepts from the Stardust series of sci-
ence books for young readers. Players
complete sets of animals based on actu-
al genetic clades, working to collect the
most sets by inferring the other player’s
cards and identifying common ances-
tors on the evolutionary tree.”

But that’s not all for Bailey. Doug
Harris says Bailey is working on the out-
line for a new book series called Stardust
& Friends. They will explore Earth with
famous scientists from the past. (In the
first book, they will go on an adventure
to the Galapagos Islands with Charles
Darwin.)

And Bailey’s sister, Elle, 10, is also
involved in what has seemingly become
the family business.

Elle the Humanist, which contains a fore-
word by philosopher and author Daniel
Dennett, is an illustrated children’s book
that “presents humanist ideas and ethics
in a way that’s warm, welcoming and ac-
cessible for young readers.”

You can see all of the Stardust-themed
items for sale, including four jigsaw puz-
zles, at StardustScience.com/collections/all.
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This article originally appeared in Free In-
quiry in its October/November 2020 issue and
is reprinted with permission.

By Anthony B. Pinn

efore leaving theism, I spent a good
B number of years in the church. I

wasn’t simply a member of the gath-
ered “faithful,” whose obligation to Chris-
tianity is defined by church attendance
and the monetary offering placed in the
collection plate.

No, I was a minister, an office I entered
at a fairly young age. Much of my respon-
sibility as a “minister of the Gospel” had to
do with helping congregations critique in-
dividual as well as
collective sin and
celebrate what we
assumed was the
goodness of God.
These activities,
in sum, involved
fighting back spir-
itual death to safe-
guard morality
and ethics in the
world and eternal
life after the mate-
rial trappings of physical existence ended.

Yet this was only a part of what I did as
a minister. I was also responsible for ritual-
izing physical death — funerals, eulogies
and burial committals at the gravesite:
“ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”

I left ministry more than two decades
ago, but what remains is the challenge
of death. Of course, this challenge isn’t
a theological dilemma — a matter of
souls and immortality against the fragile
nature of our mortality. No, those reli-
gious circumstances no longer define
my take on life and death. But even as
a humanist — particularly as a Black hu-
manist — death remains a significant
marker, a profound possibility.

Put differently, I left the church and en-
tered a community I believe better values
life, one that better understands the need
to safeguard the life web of which humans
are part. And on some level, I think “disbe-
lief” in general, and humanism in particu-
lar, have positioned us to engage collective
circumstances with clarity and moral ma-
turity. However, humanism (and I would
also include atheism and other forms of
disbelief) often falls short when it’s time to
center conversation on the ramifications
of anti-Black racism on the nature and
meaning of a humanist philosophy of life.

Furthermore, this failure is one reason
most of those writing and lecturing on rac-
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ism are from the community suffering the
consequences of racism and White privi-
lege. In a word, too many humanists rely
on Black people to educate them on their
White privilege and participation in an-
ti-Black racism (to the extent they aren’t,
as Ibram Kendi has insightfully outlined,
anti-racist in thought and practice).
While that is a different conversation,
one for another time, this brief reference
to White privilege does serve to highlight
humanism’s general failure to adequately
note the unique relationship between an-
ti-Black racism and
death in the Unit-
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It’s time to acknowledge Blacks as being alive
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jects never achieve . . . the status of the
‘living’?” Holland frames the question
through the lens of Toni Morrison’s bril-
liant novel Beloved and raises the specter
of some existing with the dead, being “at
one with the dead.” For Holland, African
Americans are perceived as ghosts and
aren’t considered alive — not in the way
Whites are considered alive.

Recently we’ve come to see proof of
this relationship of African Americans to
the dead as it has taken images of death
for many Whites to see African Ameri-

cans’ frustrating
struggle to gain

edliwtes't . ¢ It’s time for humanists. . . to t}ll’ 4 hbert}ft an‘}
ecen events . . o € ursul O
better appreciate the relationship Purs? .
— the murders happiness.” This
and memorials — between Blackness and death is what 1 mean:
over the past year  lamented and protested the  normalcy,

have reinforced for
me this race prob-
lem within human-
ist circles. It’s time for humanists — and
add to them the list atheists, freethinkers,
skeptics, and so on — to better appreci-
ate the relationship between Blackness
and death lamented and protested across
the United States (and the world).

Being Black in the United States entails
two connections with death. First, regard-
less of age, one is seen as a danger to soci-
ety capable of causing death. And, second,
one is born into circumstances defined by
the constant exposure to the possibility of
being killed. And so, the “talk” so many
Black parents have with their children
speaks awareness of these relationships to
death in hopes of avoiding a different talk
— their child’s eulogy.

How does one change this situation
in light of Professor Sharon Patricia Hol-
land’s haunting words from Raising the
Dead? “What,” she writes, “if some sub-

across the United States.

beauty, and signif-
icance of Blacks
going about the
business of nurturing relationships and
growing families are recognized only in
their absence. These practices of togeth-
erness that represent a desire to nurture
love-based connections generally aren’t
named with respect to African Ameri-
cans, and they aren’t highlighted as defin-
ing characteristics of Black communities.
Instead, they are lamented as what might
have been if society where different, and
we are left to collect mutilated corpses on
city streets, hanging from trees, riddled
with bullets in homes, and lifeless in jail
cells. Over the past year, many responded
by carving out spaces for mourning.

What does it mean to mourn those never rec-
ognized as having been alive?

Pushing against anti-Black brutality,
protesters have called for an end to Afri-
can Americans being killed for being Black.
However, to protest death isn’t the same

Vee Roebuck: | have been damn lucky

rom the time the nurses carried
Fme around the hospital where I

was born to show off the red ring-
lets on my head to my 70s, my hair has
been my distinguishing feature.

My first 10 years were spent on the
ranch where I had 3,000 acres to run
and roam. In Colorado Springs, we
lived on the edge of the Garden of the
Gods, where I was able to climb in the
caves of the gigantic red rocks.

In Inglewood High School, I took
four years of Latin and developed a
halfway decent game of tennis. I was
able to attend the University of Red-
lands, thanks to my father. While
there, I was inducted into the honor-
ary society for sophomore women.

I worked for Pacific Telephone for
30 years when it was only a telephone

company.

I met the love of my life when I was
in my early 30s. Charlie was well worth
the wait.

I had three sons without having to
go through the pangs of childbirth.
Kenneth, Mark and Gary all grew up
to be respectable adults.

For the past 35 years, I have lived
in the best unit in my apartment com-
plex, with a view, privacy and quiet.

In my early 60s, I discovered The
Center for Inquiry and the Freedom
From Religion Foundation, giving me
a cause to devote my energy and re-
sources to.

I have had no chronic or long-last-
ing illnesses and no major injuries un-
til I fractured my hip at age 86.

I have endured no natural disasters

or severe accidents of any kind.

I have had sufficient income
throughout my life to provide every-
thing I need or want. Luckily, neither
Charlie nor I had extravagant tastes.

My friends are my major asset. I
have made long-lasting friends in
high school and college, at the tele-
phone company and at my apartment
complex.

Vee, 89, a longtime major supporter of
FFRE, was born in 1932. Her husband
Charlie died in 2019 at age 87. Vee says
her father was an agnostic, her mother
“vaguely religious,” who went to Sunday
school, but didn’t attend church. Before her
baptism in her early teens, Vee asked her
minister a number of questions, which he
did not answer to her satisfaction. “I never
went back,” Vee said.

thing as recognizing and safeguarding
life. Protests resulting in charges against
those filmed killing Blacks, financial re-
sources committed to Black business and
interests, as well as removal of statues
celebrating discrimination are examples
of steps forward. However, these positive
developments don’t dig deep enough into
the underlying problem.

There are unacknowledged patterns
of thought that justify racial violence
by questioning the humanity of Blacks
— and, by extension, Black life. Not
only part of formal schooling, they also
are entangled from the beginning in
our informal socialization processes.
Think about negative images of Blacks
in print and on screen; unchallenged
comments that render Blacks hyper-
sexual or lazy; and colorblindness that
maintains the normalcy and privilege
of Whiteness while allowing Whites to
feel innocent of racism.

White privilege functions as a code pro-
viding the “proper” look of life as White
families, Whites in parks, and Whites enjoy-
ing restaurants. It is present in the weapon-
izing of mobile phones by Whites who call
the police when pushed to acknowledge
Blacks rightfully occupying space. It shapes
interactions and perceptions of who poses
a threat and who is “law-abiding.” To drive
a car while White doesn’t immediately run
the risk of death; to walk through one’s
neighborhood while White doesn’t gener-
ate suspicion and fear that is likely to result
in death; and the list goes on.

White supremacy means Black peo-
ple in so many ways are defined as not
fully alive and always under threat, while
White privilege affords Whites rights and
resources making it possible for them
to flourish. They don’t need to have the
“talk” with their children.

It’s time to challenge faulty thinking
that safeguards White privilege, that sanc-
tions racial disregard, and that invites
Black demise. It’s time to reject the as-
sumption that structural anti-Black racism
died with the Emancipation Proclama-
tion and now individual Whites behaving
properly is enough to neutralize “the race
problem.” This work marks the difference
between mourning those who were never
acknowledged to be alive and establishing
that Black lives matter. Otherwise, because
they aren’t White and can’t have White
privilege, Black people remain outside the
land of the living.

Anthony B. Pinn is the Agnes Cullen Ar-
nold Professor of Humanities and a professor of
religion at Rice University. He is also director of
Research for the Institute for Humanist Studies.
Pinn is the author of 35 books.

L

Vee Weaver on her wedding day in 1965.



August 2021 | Madison, Wisconsin | FFRF | FREETHOUGHT TODAY

Page 15

That magic moment | found my irreligion

By Sage Miller

or most of my wretched life, I'd
Fwandered in a fog, yearning for a

guiding light that never dawned.
Paleness, wanness, grayness — that was
my life. Never any “there” there, at the
core of me. I was a spiritual vacuum.

Was something missing? Yes, and it
was something crucial. Something at
the core of my life. I lacked purpose.
What, really, was I living for? There

. was an emptiness in

. my heart and soul that

| couldn’t be filled by

things associated with
I conventional success.

Did I crave wealth
and fame? Who
doesn’t? In a way,
there’s nothing wrong
with those. In fact, I'll
take all I can get. But
they couldn’t fill the emptiness inside.

Sex, gambling, drink, drugs’ Fun
for a while, I suppose. Fun for kids. But
once you’re out of college, they’re just
so immature. I'm ashamed to admit,
though, that I wandered into three of
those swamps, and, surprise, surprise,
none was the Answer, the One True
Light. None got me even close to the
Answer. And I was nearing the end.

It’s crazy what can trigger U-turns in
lives. My awakening came like a bolt of
lightning on the 18th green (and I was
lifted to even more bliss as I reflected
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on it at the 19th hole in the clubhouse).
This time, I flung my putter into the
lake out of exultation instead of rage.

I was hearing a voice — I swear —
that I recognized as that of Bertrand
Russell. He thundered:

"There is something feeble, and a
little contemptible, about a man who
cannot face the perils of life without
the help of comforting myths. Almost
inevitably, some part of him is aware
that they are myths and that he believes
them only because they are comforting.
But he dares not face this thought, and
he therefore cannot carry his thought
to any logical conclusion."

And then came another voice that I
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recognized as that of H.L. Mencken:

To sum up: (1) The cosmos is a gi-
gantic fly-wheel making 10,000 revolu-
tions a minute. (2) Man is a sick fly tak-
ing a dizzy ride on it. (3) Religion is the
theory that the wheel was designed and
set spinning to give him the ride.

And don’t get me started with
Nietzsche.

There it was! My Answer! And I
wasn’t stopping there. Agnosticism?
Not for me! Atheism? Not for me! I
was blasting beyond even Russell and
Mencken to anti-theism!

I realized not only that religion was
ludicrous, but that belief in it, even
apart from its preposterous virgin-birth,

water-into-wine absurdities, did im-
mense damage by destroying belief in
science and independent thinking and
instilling the mindset of sheepish obe-
dience. At that magic moment, I be-
came no longer a mere nonbeliever but
a warrior for reason, decency and jus-
tice, dedicated forevermore to fighting
religion’s curses. Turn me loose! With
stunning clarity, I realized that religion
was not only evil in itself, but the cause
of so much more evil.

Of course, I realize loathsome pol-
iticians will never stop pandering to
theocrats by attacking reproductive
freedom and education, trying to use
public power and spaces for religious
indoctrination, curbing and corrupt-
ing scientific research, and maintain-
ing religion’s unconscionable tax ex-
emptions and subsidies (“faith-based
initiatives”).

But, at least, I would never let re-
ligion warp and oppress me. I could
free myself from its chains, indoctri-
nations, dogmas and delusions forev-
ermore. And maybe I could help the
world recover from its curses and be-
come a better place. Maybe you, too,
can break its chains, even if you've
long been pummeled into sheepish-
ness. (“The Lord is my shepherd . ..”).
Maybe you, too, now or in the fullness
of time, can get yourself free!

FFRF Member Sage Miller, a former col-
umnist for the Dallas Morning News, writes
humor and general-interest essays from
Manhattan, Kan.

Today we have other ways of policing
morality, but this evolutionary heri-
tage is still with us. Although statistics
show that atheists commit fewer crimes
than average, the widespread prejudice
against them, as highlighted by our
study, reflects intuitions that have been
forged through centuries and might be
hard to overcome.

Dimitris Xygalatas, associate professor
of anthropology and psychological sci-
ences at the University of Connecticut,
in his column, “Are religious people
more moral?”

Yahoo News, 5-25-21

They didn’t care about the democrat-
ic process; they cared only about what
they believed. This is what happens
when you mix politics with a religion
that has decided to go off the rails. You
have people who become radicalized.
Historian Anthea Butler, regarding how
the Jan. 6 insurrection was largely start-
ed by conservative Christians talking
about how they needed to take back the
country and how God ordained Donald
Trump to be the president, in the ar-
ticle “Nationalism, American evangeli-
cals and conservatism.”

Penn Today, 5-19-21

Their pervasive theology shapes pol-
icies that cause women untold suf-
fering. . . . It’s also the specter that
makes women forgo hysterectomies
because, we are told, it’s better to en-
dure suffering than lose the possibility
of giving birth. . . . Catholics should
ask themselves whether the church’s
anti-abortion fight is less about babies
and more about controlling women'’s
fertility and, with that, women’s free-
dom. . . . Giving pregnant people the
legal right to have control and agency
over their bodies translates to other as-

pects of their lives, namely the capacity
to claim political, economic and social
autonomy.

Jamie Manson, president of Catholics
for Choice and a former columnist for
The National Catholic Reporter, in her
column, “The Catholic Church’s repro-
ductive fight is about controlling wom-
en’s freedom.”

The New York Times, 5-27-21

People who profess no religion live in
constant fear of their lives and safety.
They live in fear
of being tortured
or disappeared,
summarily execut-
ed, or taken to a
mental hospital for
leaving a religion
or for holding and

, expressing blas-
Leo Igwe phemous views and
opinions.

Leo Igwe, in his column “Freedom of
religion or belief and nonreligious per-
secution in Nigeria.”

NewsGhana.com, 6-2-21

If a taxpayer-funded religious social
services organization can discriminate
against individuals based on the asser-
tion their sexual orientations are in-
consistent with the organization’s own
religious tenets, it can almost certainly
discriminate against individuals whose
religious beliefs are inconsistent with
its religious tenets.

Samuel Brunson, prior to the Supreme
Court decision in Fulton vs. Philadel-
phia, where the court ruled that Cath-
olic Social Services may discriminate
against families headed by same-sex
couples when providing taxpayer-fund-
ed public foster care services.

Religion News Service, 5-28-21

It’s almostlike leaving a cult, and you’re
about to do something that your reli-
gion frowned upon for the first time.
Lydia Greene, on how she was able to
get out from under the online conspir-
acy theories about Covid-19 vaccines.
CodaStory.com, 5-28-21

How can Jews believe in an omnipo-
tent, beneficent God after Auschwitz?
Traditional Jewish theology maintains
that God is the ultimate, omnipotent
actor in the historical drama. It has in-
terpreted every major catastrophe in
Jewish history as God’s punishment of
a sinful Israel. I fail to see how this posi-
tion can be maintained without regard-
ing Hitler and the SS as instruments of
God’s will. To see any purpose in the
death camps, the traditional believer
is forced to regard the most demonic,
anti-human explosion in all history as
a meaningful expression of God’s pur-
poses. The idea is simply too obscene
for me to accept.

Richard L. Rubenstein, theologian, in
his 1966 book After Auschwitz: Radical
Theology and Contemporary Judaism.
Rubenstein died May 16.

The New York Times, 6-5-21

Secularization or rationality has little
chance of correcting or convincing
QAnon believers. . . . The beliefs of
QAnon followers are decidedly irratio-
nal, and no rational arguments will ad-
dress them.

Rabbi Brad Hirschfield, president of
the National Jewish Center for Learn-
ing and Leadership, in his column
“What nonbelievers don’t get about
conspiracy beliefs.”

Religion News Service, 6-7-21

For me, the parallel is that I think a lot
of people want to see Jan. 6 as the end

of something. I think we have to con-
sider the possibility that this was the
beginning of something.

Cynthia Miller-Idriss, director of the
Polarization and Extremism Research
and Innovation Lab at American Uni-
versity, who notes the rise of Naziism
was preceded by a series of attacks,
failed coups and other efforts to un-
dermine democracy.

New York Times, 6-10-21

If you doubt that a threat of violence
exists, look at the recent poll from the
Public Religion
Research Institute
and the Interfaith
Youth Core, which
shows that a dan-
gerous QAnon
conspiracy theory
is believed by 15
percent of our fel-
low Americans —
including  almost
one in four Republicans, 14 percent
of independents and even 8 percent of
Democrats.

Barbara Comstock, a Virginia Republi-
can and lawyer and former member of
Congress, calling for an investigation
into the Jan. 6 Capitol riot.

New York Times, 6-10-21

-

Barbara Corhstock

Viewed through a contemporary, sec-
ular lens, a community built around a
charismatic founder and dedicated to
the lionization of suffering and the an-
nihilation of female selfhood doesn’t
seem blessed and ethereal. It seems
sinister.

Columnist Michelle Goldberg, in her
column, “Was Mother Teresa a cult
leader?”

The New York Times, 5-21-21
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FFRF awards $9,500
2021 law students essay contest winners

The Freedom From Religion Foun-
dation is proud to announce the four
winners of the Cornelius Vanderbroek
Memorial Essay Competition for Law
Students.

FFRF paid out a total of $9,500 to the
winners of this year’s contest.

Law school students were asked
to write on the topic of “Why ‘history’
shouldn’t justify violations of the sepa-
ration between state and church.”

The topic explores a change in Su-
preme Court interpretation that has
become central to state/church litiga-
tion in recent years. In Town of Greece
v. Galloway, the Supreme Court wrote
that “the Establishment Clause must
be interpreted ‘by reference to histor-
ical practices and understandings.”” In
the wake of that decision, courts have
struggled to define the exact contours
of the historical considerations at play,
with some courts treating Galloway as

FIRST PLACE

announcing a broadly applicable “his-
tory test,” while others have continued
to apply more traditional Establish-
ment Clause tests.

Essayists were to identify the dan-
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gers in interpreting Galloway as estab-
lishing a broadly applicable “history
test” and, with citation to at least two
post-Galloway cases, from any courts,
define the outer boundaries where a

history test should be applied.

For ease of reading, the essays ap-
pearing in this issue do not include the
footnotes and citations that were in-
cluded in the authors’ submissions.

Winners are listed below and include
the law school they are attending and
the award amount.

First Place: Ty Jameson, Wake For-
est University School of Law, $4,000.

Second Place: Jimmy Morrissey,
University of Wisconsin Law School,
$3,000.

Third Place: Jordan Glassman, Uni-
versity of North Carolina Law School,
$2,000.

Honorable Mention: Ryan Shaner,
Chicago Kent College of Law, $500.

FFRF has offered essay competitions
to college students since 1979, high
school students since 1994 and grad
students since 2010. The law school
contest began in 2019.

Using ‘history’ to erase Establishment Clause

FFRF awarded Ty $4,000.

By Ty Jameson

he First Amendment to the Unit-
Ted States Constitution states that

“Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of religion.”
Known as the Establishment Clause, this
constitutional provision “mandates gov-
ernmental neutrality between religion
and religion, and between religion and
nonreligion.”

Supreme Court Justice William
Douglas once wrote that the Establish-
ment Clause is meant to “promote a vi-
able, pluralistic society.” However, a new
method of interpreting the Establish-
ment Clause “by reference to historical
practices and understandings” is severe-
ly diminishing this constitutional protec-
tion and has the potential to effectively
erase the Establishment Clause from our
nation’s founding document.

This new “history test” presents sever-
al problems as a method of interpreting
the Establishment Clause. The history
test’s vague direction to refer to “his-
torical practices and understandings”
provides little guidance to judges when
analyzing an Establishment Clause case.
Importantly, the history test “does not
make clear what history [judges] should
consider.” Thus, the history test allows
judges to engage in selective historical
analyses, reaching back to any point in
our nation’s 240-year-plus history to con-
sider fragmented — and even irrelevant
— history when analyzing an Establish-
ment Clause claim.

Take, for example, a case where the
8th Circuit Court of Appeals used the
history test to hold that placing the mot-
to “In God We Trust” on national cur-
rency does not violate the Establishment
Clause. The “history” the Eighth Circuit
referenced included an “unbroken his-
tory of official acknowledgement . . .
of the role of religion in American life
from at least 1789” and that “the Found-
ing Fathers believed devotedly that there
was a God.”

Neither of these two assertions an-

Ty Jameson

swer whether placing “In God We Trust”
on currency violates the Establishment
Clause. As to the first assertion, an offi-
cial acknowledgment of the role of re-
ligion in American life is far different
from placing a motto that endorses be-
lief of, and trust in, a monotheistic god
on national currency — something all
citizens regularly see and use. As to the
second assertion, assuming, arguendo,
that all the Founding Fathers believed
in a god, this sheds no light on what
the Founding Fathers believed to be the
proper relationship between religion
and government.

To be sure, history is not totally irrel-
evant to interpreting the Constitution.
Courts often invoke history to examine
how the Founders envisioned a consti-
tutional provision would apply and to
identify the overarching purposes a con-
stitutional provision is meant to serve.
In engaging in this type of historical
analysis with respect to the Establish-
ment Clause, the Supreme Court has
previously examined colonial history
that led to the inclusion of the Establish-
ment Clause in the Constitution and has
noted how Thomas Jefferson wrote that
the Establishment Clause was intended
to erect “a wall of separation between
church and state.” The Supreme Court
has also repeatedly mentioned how

James Madison, “the leading architect
of the religion clauses,” wrote a memo-
rial and remonstrance opposing a tax to
fund preachers and providing several ar-
guments against government support of
religions. Highlighting the history test’s
potential for selective historical analysis,
the 8th Circuit failed to consider any of
this history when it upheld the use of “In
God We Trust” on national currency.

Prior tests

To fully appreciate the implications
of this new history test, it is important
to pause and take note of prior Estab-
lishment Clause tests that the history test
replaces. For the past several decades,
courts have analyzed Establishment
Clause cases by examining the purpose
and effect of the government conduct
at issue and by asking whether the con-
duct endorses or coerces religion. These
prior tests provide far more guidance to
judges when deciding Establishment
Clause cases than does the history test.
These prior tests also help judges reach
outcomes that “promote a viable, plural-
istic society” and fulfill the clause’s man-
date of “government neutrality” with re-
spect to religion.

Arecent case where FFRF assisted the
plaintiff in challenging the constitution-
ality of a nativity scene outside of a coun-
ty courthouse demonstrates the differ-
ence between the prior Establishment
Clause tests and the new history test.
The district court ruled that the nativity
scene violated the Establishment Clause
using the prior tests of examining the
purpose of placing a nativity scene
outside of the county courthouse and
whether it endorses or coerces religion.
In so doing, the district court noted that
the “evidence in the record indicates
that the county’s purpose in displaying
the nativity scene was religious” and that
the nativity scene “would give a reason-
able observer the impression that the
government is endorsing a religion.”

However, on appeal, the 7th Circuit
Court of Appeals reversed, using the his-
tory test to hold that the nativity scene
does not violate the Establishment
Clause. Rather than taking a careful

look at the purpose and effect of the na-
tivity scene at issue in the present case,
the appellate court merely referenced a
“long national tradition of using the na-
tivity scene in broader holiday displays.”
Like the 8th Circuit’s analysis of “In God
We Trust” on national currency, the ap-
pellate court here failed to mention any
history that led to the inclusion of the
Establishment Clause in the Constitu-
tion or how Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison interpreted the provision.

Another troubling aspect of the ap-
pellate court’s decision is that the court
used the history of other nativity scenes
on government property to hold that
the nativity scene at issue did not violate
the Establishment Clause, rather than
considering that perhaps all those other
nativity scenes violate the Establishment
Clause. This notion that we are bound
by prior history — rather than examin-
ing the constitutionality of such prior
history — impedes progress toward the
“viable, pluralistic society” mentioned by
Justice Douglas and is direct contrast to
the use of history in other areas of con-
stitutional law.

Imagine if a similar history test ap-
plied to the interpretation of the 14th
Amendment’s guarantee of “equal pro-
tection of the laws.” It would be deeply
troubling if courts evaluating claims of
racial or sexual-orientation discrimina-
tion could point to our nation’s history
of discrimination, even after the passage
of the 14th Amendment, to hold that
such discrimination does not violate the
Equal Protection Clause. Thankfully,
such a history test does not apply to the
Fourteenth Amendment.

History and tradition

Rather, the Supreme Court has not-
ed that history and tradition do not set
the outer boundaries of constitutional
interpretation and that we must be able
to learn from our nation’s history “with-
out allowing the past alone to rule the
present.” Constitutional interpretation
must recognize “that new insights and
societal understandings can reveal un-
justified inequality . . . that once passed
unnoticed and unchallenged.” Similar-
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ly, interpretation of the Establishment
Clause must recognize our nation’s his-
tory of dominant religious groups using
the power of government to promote
their faiths and impose them upon oth-
ers, while allowing us to learn from that
history rather than being bound by it.

If use of this new history continues,
the fate of the Establishment Clause is
clear — courts will repeatedly use the
history test to abandon the Establish-
ment Clause’s principles and protec-
tions. In addition to the cases already
mentioned, the First Circuit recently
used the history test to hold that the in-
clusion of the phrase “so help me God”
at the end of the oath of allegiance ad-
ministered at naturalization ceremo-
nies does not violate the Establishment
Clause because of a “longstanding” his-
tory of similar words as a means of com-
pleting an oath.

Additionally, in FFRF’s lawsuit against
a Pennsylvania county, the Third Cir-
cuit used the history test to hold that a

SECOND PLACE
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county seal containing a Latin cross did
not violate the Establishment Clause
because it fit “within a long tradition
of state and municipal seals and flags
throughout our Re-
public that include
religious  symbols
or mottos.” After
reading these opin-
ions, one wonders
whether any gov-
ernment conduct
will be held to vio-
late the Establish-
ment Clause under
this new history
test.

The emergence
of the history test is particularly trou-
blesome considering Christian nation-
alists’ recent efforts to use the force of
government to inject Christianity into
society, and in particular, public schools.
For example, several states — includ-
ing Florida, Arkansas, Tennessee, and

“ It would be deeply
troubling if courts evaluating
claims of racial or sexual-
orientation discrimination
could point to our nation’s
history of discrimination. . . to
hold that such discrimination
does not violate the Equal
Protection Clause.

Utah — have passed laws that require
displays of the motto “In God We Trust”
in public schools. Religious indoctrina-
tion has no place in public schools and
challenging these
types of laws will
be particularly dif-
ficult if courts can

reference  vague,
incomplete and
irrelevant  history

to ignore the true
purposes of the Es-
tablishment Clause.
Thankfully, not all
courts are using the
new history test to
analyze Establish-
ment Clause cases, instead using the
prior tests. The Supreme Court has so
far only used the history test when an-
alyzing cases involving prayers before
legislative meetings. The lower courts
applying the history test to other con-
texts have misread those cases as setting
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forth a broad new test that abandons
the prior Establishment Clause tests.
For the sake of separation of religion
and government, this trend must not
continue. If it does, we may soon find
that the Establishment Clause, for all
intents and purposes, has been erased
from the Constitution.

Ty Jameson attends the Wake Forest
School of Law. “My interests in advocating
for secular causes largely originated while
learning about the First Amendment’s reli-
gion clauses at college in Ulah,” Ty writes.
“This interest ultimately led me to spend a
summer as a law clerk with American Athe-
ists. At school, I serve on the editorial board
of the Wake Forest Journal of Law and Pol-
icy. I recently wrote an article on Article 111
standing to challenge political and religious
displays that will be published in a forthcom-
ing edition of the Journal. This summer, I
am interning at the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, in an office that enforces various civil
rights laws.”

Troubling use of historical practices

FFRF awarded Jimmy $3,000.

By Jimmy Morrissey

f the many protections offered

by the U.S. Constitution, there

are few as notable and impactful
as those offered by the Establishment
Clause of the First Amendment. The im-
portance of a secular state was not lost
on the founders when they ensured that
“Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof.”

Over 200 years later, the Supreme
Court ruled in Town of Greece v. Galloway
that the Establishment Clause must be
interpreted by analyzing the history and
tradition behind a challenged practice.

Courts have struggled to implement
the Town of Greece court’s analysis, and
several circuits have begun using a “his-
tory test” when reviewing Establishment
Clause claims.

Use of such a test is profoundly dan-
gerous in two ways: First, an otherwise
unconstitutional practice may pass mus-
ter merely because it is rooted in tradi-
tion. Second, the test’s lack of specificity
gives courts an opportunity to carve out
exceptions on an ad hoc basis, thereby
undermining the protections offered by
the Establishment Clause. These protec-
tions are foundational to the rights of an
individual in a democratic society and
must be upheld.

Before its 1983 ruling in Marsh wv.
Chambers, the Supreme Court had re-
lied on a series of tests to determine
whether a practice violated the Estab-
lishment Clause. These tests typically
focused on whether the practice ad-
vanced or inhibited a particular re-
ligion, made adherence to a religion
relevant in any way to a person’s polit-
ical standing, or directed a formal reli-
gious exercise in such a way as to oblige
the participation of objectors. Howev-
er, the court carved out an exception
to these tests in Marsh when it ruled
that “legislative prayer” — the practice
of employing a legislative chaplain and
beginning legislative meetings with a
prayer — was constitutional under the
Establishment Clause.

In Town of Greece, the Supreme Court
attempted to clarify its ruling in Marsh by
establishing that legislative prayer had a

Jimmy Morrissey

firm rooting in the country’s political
traditions. The court held that a prayer
given at a monthly town board meeting
comported with the tradition of legisla-
tive prayer and was not unconstitutional

under the Estab-
lishment  Clause.
Reasoning mat €€ An otherwise
legislative ~ prayer

involved a limit-
ed context where
prayer “could coex-
ist with the princi-
ples of disestablish-
ment and religious freedom” and that
such prayer was properly constrained by
its occurrence at the beginning of legis-
lative sessions, the court invoked Marsh
to declare the town board invocations
constitutional.

The first danger of the court’s reli-
ance on a practice’s history and tradition
has already manifested itself in Fields v.
Speaker of the Pennsylvania House of Repre-
sentatives. In Fields, the 3rd U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals applied a history test
that it derived from Town of Greece to rule
that an opening prayer before legislative
meetings was constitutional. What sep-
arates this case from those mentioned
above, however, is that the Pennsylvania
Legislature had prohibited nontheists
from offering the opening prayer. In its
bizarre reasoning, the 3rd Circuit found
that because the historical practice of
legislative prayer involved the necessary
element of praying to a higher power,
a legislature may insist on having tradi-

unconstitutional practice may
pass muster merely because
it is rooted in tradition.

tional, theistic opening prayers.

Fields provides an example of a court
upholding an otherwise unconstitution-
al practice merely because it is in line
with tradition. Even the court in Town of
Greece was clear that Marsh “must not be
understood as permitting a practice that
would amount to a constitutional viola-
tion if not for its historical foundation.”
And yet, the 3rd Circuit upheld a policy
that on its face discriminates on the ba-
sis of one’s religious beliefs and makes
adherence to religion plainly relevant to
a person’s political standing, citing the
history behind the tradition of legisla-
tive prayer as a justification. If the court
wishes to take history and tradition into
account when evaluating an Establish-
ment Clause claim, it must make clear
that such considerations should never
be dispositive, especially where a chal-
lenged practice discriminates so freely
and flagrantly.

The second danger of a widespread
history test is more subtle than the first,
but no less insidious. Circuit courts have
already begun to
apply the historical
analysis undergone
in Town of Greece
to other contexts,
making broad com-
parisons  between
legislative ~ prayer
and more novel
practices. In American Humanist Associ-
ation v. McCarty, the 5th Circuit found
that invocations given before school
board meetings open to the public were
constitutional. The court applied a his-
tory test that it had derived from Town
of Greece, drawing a comparison between
prayers given before a legislative session
with only lawmakers present and invoca-
tions given before a public school board
meeting. While acknowledging that
there was a difference in the context of
each practice, namely through the pres-
ence of children, the court ultimately
reasoned that the mere presence of chil-
dren or other members of the public
who were not lawmakers themselves did
not exclude the school board invoca-
tions from the same historical exception
given to legislative prayer.

American Humanist Association pro-
vides an example of how a history test
can be stretched to allow for any num-
ber of practices to be excepted from the

Establishment Clause’s requirements.
The b5th Circuit acknowledged that
prayers at such meetings lacked the ex-
act historical practice of the sortin Town
of Greece, and while noting the difference
in context between the tradition of leg-
islative prayer and the school board in-
vocations, was still willing to stretch the
traditional understanding of legislative
prayer to include the practice at issue.
It is not hard to see how any number of
practices could be given a similar treat-
ment by a sympathetic court, transform-
ing the tradition and history analysis
into mere pretext for carving out more
and more exceptions to constitutional
safeguards. A proper analysis of a prac-
tice’s tradition and history under the
Establishment Clause should focus on
the history of the specific practice being
challenged; to be more flexible with a
history analysis would erode the clause’s
meaning over time.

In Marsh and Town of Greece, the Su-
preme Court may have intended to pro-
vide a pragmatic alternative in Establish-
ment Clause cases where longstanding
practices were challenged for their
constitutionality. However, the lack of
specificity with which this analysis was
implemented has led to confusion and
the possibility of attacks on the pro-
tection offered by the clause. The first
danger of a widespread history test in
response to this unclear analysis is that
practices which are clearly unconstitu-
tional, such as the exclusion of nonthe-
ist chaplains in Fields, may pass constitu-
tional muster. Additionally, courts may
seize upon the opportunity created by
such a vague test to create multiple ex-
ceptions to the Establishment Clause,
eroding its force over time.

In order to avoid these outcomes,
the Supreme Court must firmly ad-
dress that any such history test cannot
be dispositive of a practice’s constitu-
tionality, and that a historical analysis
must be focused on the specific prac-
tice in question. Surely no tradition in
such a test is more important than the
tradition of free religious practice in a
democratic society.

Jimmy Morrissey is from St. Paul, Minn.,
and graduated from DePaul University with
a degree in political science. Jimmy attends
the Unaversity of Wisconsin School of Law
and is a member of the Wisconsin _Journal of
Law, Gender & Society.
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The impossibility of knowing states of mind

FFRF awarded Jordan $2,000.

By Jordan Glassman

n 2014, the Supreme Court drew suffi-
I cient analogies between the pro forma

prayer at the Nebraska Legislature at
issue in Marsh v. Chambers and the invo-
cations preceding the intimate town hall
meetings of Town of Greece v. Galloway to
extend the 1983 holding and uphold
the mostly Christian prayers recited for
over a decade in upstate New York. De-
spite Justice Elena Kagan’s dissent and
its unsubtle portrait of alienation, none
of the justices questioned the central
holding of Marsh. Instead, they debated
its fact-sensitive application to the town
hall setting. Since then, indications that
this history analysis is seeping out of the
narrow context of these seminal rulings
and morphing into a broadly applicable
“history test” have begun to mount.

The court insisted that these hold-
ings should “not be understood as per-
mitting a practice that would amount
to a constitutional violation if not for its
historical foundation.” Instead, “the Es-
tablishment Clause must be interpreted
by reference to historical practices and
understandings” and “it is not necessary
to define the precise boundary of the Es-
tablishment Clause where history shows
that the specific practice is permitted.”

But five years later, the court again ex-
panded the scope of Marsh’s history test in
American Legion v. American Humanist Asso-
ciation. This holding went beyond “specif-
ic practices” to include a “presumption of
constitutionality for longstanding monu-
ments, symbols, and practices.” With the
court’s sympathy toward religion near its
zenith, it is worth considering the dangers
of a still more broadly applicable histo-
ry test and insisting on “[defining] the
precise boundaries” of its application to
guard against those dangers.

Ascertaining history with perfect fidel-
ity is difficult or impossible, especially if
it concerns subjective states of mind. In
Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. v. Sawyer, Jus-
tice Robert H. Jackson famously lament-
ed the futility of trying to divine what the
founders might have had in mind:

“Just what our forefathers did envi-
sion, or would have envisioned had they
foreseen modern conditions, must be
divined from materials almost as enig-
matic as the dreams Joseph was called
upon to interpret for pharaoh. A century
and a half of partisan debate and schol-
arly speculation yields no net result but
only supplies more or less apt quotations
from respected sources on each side of
any question. They largely cancel each
other.”

Compounding the literal difficulty
of knowing facts about the past is
the certainty that historical accuracy
will give way to unreliable “law office
history” in the adversarial context. The
result is dubious historical claims which,
unlike facts in a typical decision, attain
precedential value.

In addition to the difficulty of ascer-
taining the distant past with any con-
fidence, the scope of its application
should be quite narrow, if the reasoning
of Marsh is to be taken seriously. Schol-
ars at Americans United for Separation
of Church and State recently criticized
the naively applied history test of Gallo-
way as, at best, only applying to a small
sliver of federal actions in the few years
following the ratification of the First

. Fe

Jordan Glassman

Amendment. They argue persuasively
that expanding the history test of Marsh
and Galloway beyond this narrow scope
is likely to result in jurisprudence that
strays unpredictably from well-estab-
lished Establishment Clause doctrine.

Moreover, members of the court have
noted for some time that the historical
test fails to account

right to discriminate. The petitioners ar-
gued that “Catholic’s five decades of ser-
vice to Philadelphia children under city
contracts, unchallenged until 2018, easi-
ly passes muster under . . . the historical
practices test,” apparently reducing the
range of the necessary historical reach
from 250 years to only 50.

In Gaylor v. Mnuchin, a lawsuit brought
by the venerable Freedom From Religion
Foundation challenging tax breaks for
ministers, the 7th Circuit upheld the ben-
efit. The court takes note of a “lengthy
tradition of tax exemptions for religion”
and held that the tax break “does not vi-
olate the Establishment Clause under the
historical significance test.”

In fact, it is easy to imagine the histor-
ical test applied to any of the categories
enumerated by Kavanaugh. From the
graduation prayers of Lee v. Weisman to
the generally applicable drug laws of Em-
ployment Division, Department of Human
Resources of Oregon v. Smith, the broadly
applicable history test brings to mind
Justice Arthur Goldberg’s concession
that “great consequences can grow from

small beginnings.”

for the evolution Since there is no
of American soci- “ Ascertaining history reason to expect
ety. For example, . oy e . the current court
throughout  Gallo- W.Itl:' perfec.t fldellt.y Is will move away from
way, the court as-  difficultorimpossible, an unsympathetic
sumes as if uncon- especially if it concerns view toward Estab-
troversial that prayer subjective states of mind. lishment Clause

“[lends] gravity to

the occasion” and

“sets the mind to a higher purpose.” But
as Justice William J. Brennan noted in his
dissent in Marsh, “practices which may
have been objectionable to no one in the
time of Jefferson and Madison may to-
day be highly offensive to many persons,
the deeply devout and the nonbelievers
alike.” Any historical practice, “even if it
mightlook ‘nonsectarian’ to nine justices
of the Supreme Court” could induce di-
visive reactions at any point in the future.
“[T]he Constitution is not a static docu-
ment whose meaning on every detail is
fixed for all time by the life experience of
the Framers.”

Perhaps the biggest present dan-
ger is how the doctrine seems likely to
seep into more and more Establishment
Clause jurisprudence given the sympa-
thies of the current court. In his concur-
rence in American Legion, Justice Brett
Kavanaugh posits an informal taxonomy
of Establishment Clause cases:

(1) religious symbols on government
property and religious speech at govern-
ment events; (2) religious accommoda-
tions and exemptions from generally ap-
plicable laws; (3) government benefits
and tax exemptions for religious organi-
zations; (4) religious expression in pub-
lic schools; and (5) regulation of private
religious speech in public forums.

While insisting that the history test is
only applicable to the first category, he
also invites its application to the remain-
ing four: “each category of Establishment
Clause cases has its own principles based
on history, tradition, and precedent. . . .
If the challenged government practice is
not coercive and . . . is rooted in history
and tradition . . . then there ordinarily is
no Establishment Clause violation.”

The remaining categories are ripe
for being brought into the fold of the
historical test. For example, in the sec-
ond category concerning exemptions,
Galloway appeared in the plaintiffs’ re-
ply brief in Fulton v. City of Philadelphia,

a case involving religious organizations’

challenges, an over-

inclusive history test
will remain the law of the land for some
time. Advocates representing plaintiffs
seeking to resist the establishment of re-
ligion should assist courts in articulating
boundaries to prevent overreach.

To do so, the application of the test
must be limited to objective questions
about history, to the extent that such
questions are even answerable. The test
cannot be allowed to expand to include
subjective questions about how people
thought or felt. Recent post-Galloway
cases illustrate judges beginning to push
this boundary.

In Freedom from Religion Foundation,
Inc. v. Concord Communily Schools, the
7th Circuit affirmed a district court
decision allowing the performance of
a nativity scene at a public school to
continue in an abated form. In a con-

currence, one judge cites to Galloway
approvingly while opining that “[p]er-
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forming a work of art does not estab-
lish [a state religion] . . . The Supreme
Court’s decisions permitting legisla-
tures to open their sessions with prayer
show this.” While the historical fact of
whether certain works of art were ex-
hibited in the past might be ascertain-
able, inferring therefrom that some-
thing has “become part of the fabric of
our society” allows the court to invade
the conscience of those engaged in
the intensely personal consumption of
artwork. A court cannot possibly know
how people felt about artwork.

Likewise, in Doe v. United States, the
8th Circuit affirmed the district court’s
dismissal of an action to remove a reli-
gious motto from the national curren-
cy. The court muses that “given that
our founding documents protect rights
that were thought to derive from God,
it is unsurprising that religion has been
closely identified with our history and
government, a relationship still evi-
denced today in our public life,” while
citing approvingly to Galloway. Once
again, the court makes an inference
about how people thought on the basis
of some historical series of events. But
the court cannot possibly know how
people thought.

These are not harmless comments
made in dicta. To be applied objectively,
the historical test must be applied only
to ascertainable facts about the past.
Inferences about how or what people
thought about those practices cannot
be allowed. This approach will cabin
the historical test’s application to con-
texts like the benign legislative prayer
of Marsh, where how those in proximity
to the practice thought or felt about it
is beside the point. For when the door
is opened to make post-Galloway deci-
sions on the basis of what people appar-
ently thought or what their art seems to
reflect, the test can accommodate any
proposition whatsoever.

Jordan Glassman, who attends the Uni-
versity of North Carolina Law School, has
an academic background in astronomy
and physics. After serving in the Navy as
a submarine officer and then working as a
software engineer, Jordan returned to law
school to pursue a career in tech-adjacent
areas of law. He lives in Durham, N.C.,
with his partner Beth and son River.

Unabashed
Atheist Mug

Sunfire red, glazed
ceramic handcrafted mug
with Unabashed Atheist
medallion. American-made,
14 fl. oz.

$35 each
$60 for two

Item #MUO3

Prices include over
$10 shipping per mug.

Buy it from FFRF online
ffrf.org/shop




August 2021 | Madison, Wisconsin | FFRF | FREETHOUGHT TODAY

HONORABLE MENTION

Page 19

A violation yesterday, a tradition today

FFRF awarded Ryan $500.

By Ryan J. Shaner

ometime toward the end of his
Slife, James Madison, the father of

the Constitution and the principal
author of the First Amendment, began
to privately second-guess the decisions
he made as one of the chief advocates
of state/church separation during the
formative years of the young American
republic. Singularly concerned with
state/church separation by his twilight
years, Madison wrote in wistful contem-
plation about many of the decisions he
made — and regretted — as a public
servant earlier in his life, chief among
those regrets being the establishment
of the congressional chaplaincy, and his
vote in support of that position. As ev-
idenced by his writing in his “Detached
Memoranda,” Madison later questioned
whether “the appointment of chaplains”
by the First Congress “was consistent with
the Constitution”; ultimately, Madison
acknowledged that the answer “must be
in the negative. [For] [t]he Constitution
of the U.S. forbids everything like an es-
tablishment of a national religion” and
the “establishment of the chaplainship to
Congress [was] a palpable violation . . . of
constitutional principles.”

It is no coincidence that Madison’s
selfreflection of his earlier missteps coin-
cided with an American public that had
come to wholly accept the notion that
religion was to remain separate from the
sphere of civil government. Though un-
der no constitutional obligation to do so,
every state in the union had disestablished
their state-sponsored church by 1833; less
than 20 years later, the National Congress
denied statehood to the Provisional State
of Deseret, in part because of a “lack of
separation of church and state.”

Madison’s regret over the
congressional  chaplaincy and the
disestablishment of religion on the

state level are but two components of
a larger history that gives context and
meaning to the Establishment Clause of
the First Amendment. Indeed, history
has always been considered critical when
interpreting the Establishment Clause,
for, as one Supreme Court justice wrote,
“[n]o provision of the Constitution is
more closely tied to or given content by
its generating history than the religious
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Ryan J. Shaner

clause of the First Amendment. It is at
once the refined product and the terse
summation of that history.”

Until the 1980s, the confines of the
history utilized to understand and give
meaning to the Establishment Clause
was widely understood and virtually un-
contested. This “traditional” reading of
Establishment Clause history — under-
stood through the
writings of James
Madison and Thom-
as Jefferson and the
history that preced-
ed ratification of the
First Amendment —
enabled the courts
to have a cohesive
frame of reference
and brightline stan-
dard of a “wall of
separation between
church and state.”
This standard allowed for a uniform ap-
plication of law, which routinely rebutted
and declared unconstitutional numerous
state church violations.

With the rise of the conservative Chris-
tian movement in the 1980s, however,
the court’s understanding of the Estab-
lishment Clause — and, by necessity, the
history the Supreme Court had come to
rely on when interpreting the clause —
had to be challenged to fulfill the move-
ment’s ultimate goal of commingling
religion and government. While this
movement was successful in muddling
Establishment Clause jurisprudence in
the 1980s, the movement’s resurgence
in the 2010s has been much more suc-
cessful in producing judicial precedent
that not only undermines Jefferson’s wall
of separation, but simultaneously exalts
Christianity to an exceptional position,
allowing what would otherwise be viola-
tions of the Establishment Clause to with-
stand judicial scrutiny.

Undoubtedly, the first inklings of the so-
called “history test” are apparent in Marsh
v. Chambers, the 1983 Supreme Court case
that dealt with legislative prayer. After
the practice was found unconstitutional
in both the district and appellate courts,
the Marsh majority reversed and upheld
the practice of legislative prayer. Marsh
marked the end of coherent Establish-
ment Clause jurisprudence.

Electing to abandon precedent and
legal tests formulated over the preced-

“ While the Supreme Court’s
new test ensures Christianity’s
presence is allowed within the
sphere of civil government,

the test also necessarily
excludes imagery and practices
of minority religions from
enjoying the same status.

ing decades, the Marsh majority, instead,
elected to rule in favor of legislative prayer
based solely on “history and tradition.”

For decades, this new “test” articulat-
ed by the Marsh majority seemed but an
aberration, and largely remained dor-
mant. In 2014, however, the Supreme
Court, in Town of Greece v. Galloway, once
again revisited the subject of legislative
prayer. Reversing the appellate court
who found the practice unconstitutional,
the Supreme Court held that sectarian
Christian prayers given before legislative
board meetings did “not fall outside the
[historical] tradition this court has recog-
nized.” Cognizant of the fact that Marsh
seemed an irregularity, the Galloway ma-
jority took pains to profess that this new-
ly refurbished history test “must not be
understood as permitting a practice that
would amount to a constitutional viola-
tion if not for its historical foundation.”

Despite their assurances to the con-
trary, however, the increasingly conser-
vative court has done little to dissuade
detractors who believe the court’s “his-
tory test” does little but warrant would-
be violations in the name of “tradition.”
Indeed, some of the most conservative
justices themselves have articulated opin-
ions that detract from the yearning legiti-
macy of the history test.

In likely the mostliterally visibly jarring
Establishment Clause case to ever come
before the Supreme Court, American Le-
gion v. American Humanist Association con-
cerned itself over
the constitutionality
of the Bladensburg
Memorial, a 40-foot-
tall Christian cross
stationed on public
land, maintained
by the state, and in
need of repairs that
were to be allotted
from public tax dol-
lars. Replete with a
majority opinion, a
plurality, five con-
currences, and a dissent, American Legion
did little to legitimize and make intelligi-
ble a new Establishment Clause regime
under the guise of history of tradition;
indeed, the conservative plurality, writing
that “longstanding monuments, symbols,
and practices” are “presumpt[ively]” con-
stitutional drew ire from their ideological-
ly similar justices, with Justices Neil Gor-
such and Clarence Thomas questioning
“where exactly in the Constitution . . . this
presumption comes from,” noting that
the conservative “plurality does not say,
nor do[] [they] even explain what work
its presumption does.” Likewise, Justice
Stephen Breyer’s concurrence, in which
Justice Elena Kagan joined, echoes Gor-
such’s doubts, with Breyer articulating
that “if the [Bladensburg] cross had been
erected only recently” the “case would be
different,” further warning that American
Legion did not presumptively sanction or
“permit any newly constructed religious
memorial[s] on public land.”

The presumptive constitutionality that
long-standing religious monuments, sym-
bols, mottos, displays and ceremonies
now seemingly enjoy — by virtue only
of their age and not any discernible le-
gal principle — has diminished the dual
foundational religious ideals of freedom
of religion and freedom from religion,
all to enrich one particular religious
sect. By allowing county seals affixed with
Christian imagery, fourstory-tall Chris-
tian crosses on state property, Christian

nativity scenes on government land, and
other long-standing traditions steeped in
Christian overtones to remain standing,
the ramifications, if not the intent, of the
new Establishment Clause test is to allow
exclusively Christian practices and imag-
ery to become intertwined with the state.

Moreover, while the Supreme Court’s
new test ensures Christianity’s presence is
allowed within the sphere of civil govern-
ment, the testalso necessarily excludesim-
agery and practices of minority religions
from enjoying the same status. Though
Jews, Deists and the irreligious have been
present in the United States since be-
fore America won its independence, the
fact that these groups have been denied
any meaningful political power until the
modern day ensures that there will be no
long-standing monuments, imagery or
practices associated with any non-Chris-
tian group on government property or in
government practice.

From the very first case presented
to the Supreme Court on the prop-
er scope of the Establishment Clause,
history has always been considered of
the utmost importance in explaining
and understanding what an “establish-
ment of religion” fully entails. Howev-
er, the new jurisprudential regime and
the traditional Establishment Clause
jurisprudence find guidance from two
completely different understandings of
history. The new history test looks not
to the writings of Thomas Jefferson or
James Madison, nor any discernible le-
gal principle, nor, seemingly, even the
Constitution itself, but, instead, defers
to the practices, actions, and decisions
of fleeting congressmen, local county
board members and activist groups.

On the other hand, the traditional
understanding of Establishment Clause
interpretation utilized the historical
events that preceded the ratification
of the First Amendment, in conjunc-
tion with the writings of Jefferson and
Madison, to be the controlling histo-
ry when determining the scope of the
Establishment Clause. Until the 1980s,
the actions of the First Congress, for in-
stance, paled in historical significance
to the struggle for religious freedom
the dissenting Christian sects in Virgin-
ia fought for; Jefferson’s Virginia Stat-
ute for Religious Freedom and Mad-
ison’s Memorial and Remonstrance
more clearly defined what was accept-
able under the First Amendment than
an unchallenged long standing govern-
ment practice or Christian monument
on government land.

If we are to gain any insight from the
saga of Madison’s vote on the congres-
sional chaplainship, it is that even the
best public servants, even those singu-
larly devoted to a cause, can fail to up-
hold the demands of state/church sep-
aration. That is why it is the ideal of the
Establishment Clause, most clearly illu-
minated in the history that preceded its
ratification, and in the written works of
Jefferson and Madison, that best repre-
sent the proper authoritative history in
determining what constitutes an estab-
lishment of religion.

Ryan Shaner recently graduated and re-
cetved his law degree from Chicago Kent College
of Law. Previously, Ryan earned a master’s de-
gree in listory from Illinois State University.
Currently studying for the bar exam, Ryan will
resume working for a state prosecutor in the
fall. Ryan recently became a father, and in his
[ree time enjoys reading, swimming, and play-
ing board games, card games and video games.
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Secular schools allow
allto be included

This is an edited version of a letter to
the editor of the Canton, Ohio, Reposi-
tory newspaper by FFRF Member Nancy
Dollard.

I appreciate the April 4 column
mentioning the recent Gallup poll
that “the number of Americans con-
nected to a house of worship has fall-
en to 47 percent for the first time in
100 years,” which I see as good news.
People are beginning to realize that
you can be moral without attending
church, because you don’t need reli-
gion to tell you that getting along with
others and not hurting them is the
right thing to do.

As for the letter complaining
about the Repository’s Easter page,
I thought it was just fine, but it does
bring up the question of the paper
recognizing no other holidays at all,
or holidays from other cultures, which
would include: Ramadan, Eid al-Fitr,
Juneteenth, Diwali, Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Day (replacing Columbus Day),
Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa, to name just
a few. I would also add that religion
and secular beliefs should be about
compassion for all, and tolerance, tol-
erance for the LGBTQ+ community,
reproductive rights, and supporting
the separation of church and state,
and that if you use religion to justify
sexism, homophobia, and anti-choice
rhetoric, then your beliefs are hurtful,
wrong and immoral.

Keeping religion out of public
schools and the government is the
right thing to do, because, by being
secular, we’re including everyone, and
that’s what compassion without reli-
gious discrimination is really about.
Ohio

FFRF’s Markert really
helped us understand

Thank you so much for FFRF Legal
Director Rebecca Markert’s participa-
tion in our conference in late May. Even
though I am a member of FFRF, I learned
so much more with her presentation. It is
scary out there, that’s for sure.

I am mailing an official letter along
with a check as an expression of our
gratitude for the presentation.

Hope to see you in November in Bos-
ton at your conference.

Freethinkers should be
aware of logical fallacies

We freethinkers have a reputation as
critical thinkers to uphold. Being con-
versant with logical fallacies should be a
part of the Atheist Life Skill set, and not
just to avoid their use, but to detect their
use by others.

In addition to Tom Shipka’s key log-
ical fallacies, as presented in the May
issue, there are more than 100 others.
LogicallyFallacious.com is a good train-
er. You can also search how to stop a
logically fallacious argument dead in its
tracks, or at least gain time to organize
your high-information atheist position.

Atheists in small mean-spirited Chris-
tian towns can benefit from a fallacy rec-
ognition strategy. It is useful to deflect
admonitions to join a church, when our
polite “No, thank you” triggers their
“Why not? We do so much good for the

community.” Ha! Did they just use Ap-
peal to the Bandwagon, Appeal to Emo-
tion/Duty, and Appeal to Patriotism/
Localism? You might recognize this as
the False Cause of equating religion
with good citizenship.

Whenever you perceive a sur-
face logic and a simultaneous
sense of skeezy mental residue that
prompts a conclusion of, “I just don’t
buy it,” check for logical fallacy.
Wisconsin

Rape/incest excuses for
abortion aren’t needed

As always, your coverage of the
right for women’s bodily autonomy is
greatly appreciated. However, in the
May issue, you maligned one of the
anti-abortion states when stating there
were not “exceptions for rape or in-
cest.” That phrase made me cringe! I
request that you please not use it any-
more. It distracts and detracts from
your point and insinuates that a per-
son needs an excuse in order for an
abortion to be permissible.

It also, importantly, gives a stamp of
approval for the use of TRAP (Targeted
restrictions on abortion providers) laws,
since, hey, in many places you can get
an abortion if there’s rape or incest, so,
see, abortion must still be legal then!
There are two excuses to get it! Using
that phrase also distracts from the fact
that abortion is being chipped away at.
Focus on what we’re losing.

Also, do you really think a bunch of
hardcore Christian neocons are going to
even believe a woman when she claims
to be raped? (Just ask Betsy DeVos.)
Washington, D.C.

FFRF should make room
for non-atheist voices

My husband and I are members of
FFRF, yet I have noticed a sentiment
which permeates almost all of your lit-
erature that I am uncomfortable with:
There doesn’t seem to be any space at
FFRF between flatout atheism and a
God-fearing religious crackpot.

Most who speak for your publication
seem to be persons who have escaped
some abusive religious upbringing,
which colors every transaction regarding
their ideas of separation of church and
state. To me, one is not a prerequisite

,-/YUU'D BETTER
| STAY ON YOUR

for the other. In fact, a person could be
extremely religious and still agree with
your agency’s bottom line on church/
state separation.

I would definitely not call myself an
atheist because I do believe there is an
order to the universe and in nature (e.g.
how the planets stay aligned around the
sun, etc.), but I do not need to attach
that to any positive or negative out-
comes, or creator sky-God myth, but nei-
ther do I credit science with explaining
all of it, ultimately.

I don’t think it’s necessary, nor
emotionally healthy, to take an “all or
nothing” stance about spirituality or
the mysterious order of the universe,
because then we start to imagine that
we meek humans and our little brains
are powerful enough to understand
and control it all. I'd definitely like
to hear from more people in between
atheism and exreligious victim in
your organization’s collective voice.
Remember, atheism is a powerful, but
not necessarily correct, religion, too!
New York

Editor’s Note: Thank you for your
support of FFRF. FFRF is not an “athe-
ist organization,” it is an umbrella or-
ganization for freethinkers of any ilk.
We wanted to create an organization
that Thomas Paine, a deist in the clas-
sic Enlightenment sense, would have
joined. Although the majority of our
members is atheist, we welcome ag-
nostics, skeptics, humanists, etc. FFRF
was founded by Anne and Annie Lau-
rie Gaylor, respectively second-gener-
ation and third-generation freethink-
ers who did not come from a religious
background.

Day of Reason should be
NYC holiday if others are

The New York City public schools were
closed on May 13 for the Muslim holi-
day of Eid-al Fitr and the Catholic hol-
iday of “the Ascension.” The public
schools were never closed for religious
holidays back in the 1950s and 1960s
when I attended them, except for the
winter and spring recesses, which con-
veniently overlapped with Christmas
and Easter. These holidays, howev-
er, are still not official public school
holidays.

Under our wretched, faith-pander-
ing mayor, Bill de Blasio, various re-
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ligious holidays (Jewish, Muslim and
Chinese) have been added to the
school calendar.

It seems that the public schools
are closed more often than they are
open. The Day of Reason, however,
is not a public school holiday here
in the so-called “liberal” Big Ap-
ple. So much for the separation of
church and state in New York City!
New York

Unfortunately, religion will always be
with us.

Ann L. Lorac’s column (“All of our
gods come from within ourselves” in
June/July issue) offered a thought-pro-
voking distinction between faith and re-
ligion. But her hope for eliminating reli-
gion is unattainable. Faith, i.e., belief in
some supernatural existence, will always
develop into religion.

The human mind is sufficiently con-
scious to be able to ask, “why?” And when
a conscious mind asks a question, it must
be relieved with an acceptable answer.
But to solve the unanswerable, man cre-
ates god(s) to conduct all unexplainable
phenomena.

Humans also recognize that they are
mortal. Demand for an afterlife is an ob-
vious reaction to salve the pain of this fi-
nality and has brought comfort to most
of humanity.

Finally, life is simply not fair. Thus,
there should be a Final Judgement Day to
rectify this malevolence of existence and
of our fellow man.

These three foundations for creating
religion are found in all societies and
their various religions, each believing
they are the one true religion, of course.
Therefore, the goals of our FFRF are best
kept to our efforts to keep religious con-
trols out of governmental systems with no
expectation or energy expended to try to
eliminate religion or disabuse its follow-
ers of their faith/religion. Any hope of
eliminating religion will fail because of
human psychological needs, but keep-
ing the various perversities of various
religions from impinging on the lives of
non-members must be absolute if truly
free, democratic societies with equality
for all are to exist.

The more we can grow FFRF, and oth-
er similarly inspired organizations, the
closer to a truly free and equal society we
can become
Maryland

Capital punishment
needed for Christianity

While reading Brian Bolton’s essay
on how the bible supports several exe-
cution methods in the June/July issue,
I was reminded of St. Paul’s conten-
tion (1 Cor. 15: 3, 14, 17) that capital
punishment was a foundational com-
ponent of the Christian religion, i.e.,
that in order for Jesus to expiate orig-
inal sin he had to be crucified by the
Romans, which would then allow him
to “rise from the dead.” So, without
capital punishment, there would be
no Christianity.

Wisconsin

Prison system in U.S.
uses religion to coerce

As a military inmate for more than a
decade, I can attest that religion, espe-
cially Christianity, is used as a pervasive
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tool of coercion. Minor examples include
recreational opportunities available only
to members of preferred religions and
priority access to voluntary treatment pro-
grams. More extreme examples can be
found when inmates seek parole or clem-
ency, with parole boards praising religious
activity or condemning lack of faith.

I am not persecuted for my human-
ism, just quietly denied opportunity. Yet,
I face the choice of professing a religion
I have no faith in, or possibly serving
more years in confinement than I would
with a simple betrayal of self.

I refuse to claim a religion that mini-
mizes the human cost of my crimes and
claims I am forgiven because I ask.

If rehabilitation is to be possible in
America’s prisons, we must stop treat-
ing them as warehouses for the un-
desirable, and look deeply into their
reform. If the task falls not to the free-
thinker, then who will it be taken up by?
Kansas

Why do some religions
object to vaccinations?

When I read Connecticut Gov. Ned
Lamont’s statement in the June/July
“Overheard,” my first thought was, “Good
for you, guv.” My second thought was
“Wait a minute. Just what is the religious
objection to vaccinations, exactly?”” I'm
embarrassed to admit that I don’t know.
I'm fairly certain that none of the tradi-
tional religious texts mentions vaccine. So,
what is the religious exemption based on?
Colorado

After seeing religion up
close, | became an atheist

I have enclosed a contribution to be-
come a Lifetime Member. I appreciate
your support of independent thinkers.

When I was in fourth grade, I loved
dinosaurs and evolution sounded right
to me. When I asked my public school
science teacher why he did not teach
evolution, he dodged the question. He
had 10 kids and was Catholic.

My parents sent my older sister
and me to Spokane Valley Episcopal
Church, led by a charismatic minister.
My sister found out he was abusing altar
boys and my mom confronted the min-
ister and others in the congregation.
This was in the 1960s and no one be-

Pansy Freethinker Mug

Glazed brilliant blue ceramic
handcrafted mug with
pansy medallion (symbol

of freethought). American-
made. 12 fl. oz.

$35 each
$60 for two
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Prices include over
$10 shipping per mug.
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Buy it from FFRF online
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I knewr it.

lieved her. The minister kicked us out
of the church about a week before my
confirmation. I never got to wear that
new white dress.

As an adult, I worked as a graphic de-
signer for a children’s hospital. It would
take an evil God to invent so much dis-
ease and suffering for children and
teens. Science, doctors and nurses were
the true helpers.

Weighing evolutionandscience against
the corruption of the church made be-
coming an atheist an easy choice for me.
Washington

Rabblerouser lifted my
mood after bad day

June 22 was a bad day for the sec-
ular voters of Arizona who support
public education. In the dead of
night, this state’s marginally Republi-
can Legislature had passed a nakedly
partisan budget negating our repeat-
ed rejection of school vouchers and
our popular demand — via the pas-
sage of Proposition 208 — that fat-cat
Arizonians pay higher taxes to sup-
port teachers and students.

The next day, in a deep funk while
shopping for books, I suddenly began
laughing and immediately cheered
up. So, I give a big “thank you” to the
unknown monkey-wrenching Arizona
freethinker who lifted the New Ameri-
can Standard bibles from the “Religion”
rack at Barnes & Noble and stuffed
them on the “Fiction” shelf and the
“Horror” display where they belong!
Arizona

Southern Baptists focused
on schisms, not love

Fascinating! In a recent newspaper
column, “Tensions high with South-
ern Baptists,” which filled almost the
entire page, I counted 78 words of
schism relationships — fights, con-

Crossword answers

tentious, takeovers, battles, wars, alle-
gations, cutting ties, etc. — and never
once saw the one word that I thought
was the purpose of Jesus’ mission
here on Earth: love! Is it no wonder
why, for the first time in Gallup’s 80-
year history of asking this question,
that formal church membership has
dropped below 50 percent in 2020.
Indiana

Thanks to Steve Neubauer
for his years of PP work

I just want to thank Steven Neu-
bauer (“Religion haunts a women’s
health clinic” in June/July issue) for
his years of service as security offi-
cer at Planned Parenthood. That’s a
tough job, and it shouldn’t be. Those
so-called Christians can be so mean.
Texas

Everyone should watch
the Scientology series

I recently watched the “Leah Rem-
ini: Scientology and the Aftermath”
series on Netflix. I would strongly rec-
ommend it to all FFRF members.

The most important things I
learned from the series are:

e That Scientology’s 501(c)(3)
status was allowed in 1993 only af-
ter aggressive harassment of IRS
individuals.

e That members are routinely
abused with no recourse except to
lose all connections with one’s family.

e That the church systematically
violates requirements for nonprofits,
notably that an organization not be
involved in anything illegal and not
stockpile revenue, but must engage in
activities of a charitable, religious or
educational manner.

As an FFRF Life Member, and more
importantly, as a taxpayer, I think
FFRF should officially recognize this

Cryptogram answer

To argue with a man who
has renounced his reason
is like giving medicine to

the dead.

— Thomas Paine
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Write to us

To send a letter to the editor
for Freethought Today, please
email it to editor@ffrf.org.

injustice and join others’ efforts to
oppose this “church.”
Arizona

When ‘God’ talks, it’s
listening to yourself

I’d like to comment on two items
from Freethought Today. I always read
it cover to cover.

First, the article in the June/July is-
sue by Ann L. Lorac (“All of our gods
come from within ourselves”) has some
good and varied points to make. I have
found that when people relate to a
god — for instance, how the god talks
to them, shows them the solution to
a problem, etc. — that they are really
listening to their own brain. In effect,
they are worshipping their own brain.

Also, the letter from Phyllis Mur-
phey about the term “passing away”
made me think of something I read: The
only one passing away is an errant throw
by a quarterback on a football team.

Keep wup your wonderful, al-
ways fair and  honest, work.
California

What to say in search
of the lost Jesus

Suppose someone appears atyour front
door and asks, “Have you found Jesus?”
You might respond earnestly, “I didn’t
know he was lost.”
They might say, “He isn’t really lost.”
You could respond, “Well, there you
are.” [SLAM]
Maryland

Donation made in loving
memory of Gigi Gillis

I have enclosed a check for $500, do-
nated in loving memory of “Gigi” Gwen-
dolyn Gillis, a Lifetime Member of FFRF.
Gigi so enjoyed attending your con-
ventions and reading your newspaper.
California

Can we all live to be
as old as Noah?

In David Brooks’ June 3 New York
Times column “You may live a lot longer,”
he noted that “People are living longer,
staying healthier longer and accomplish-
ing things late in life that once seemed
possible only at younger ages.”

Brooks, it appears, isn’t aware, that ac-
cording to the bible (which is from the
supposedly inerrant word of God), people
(such as Noah) lived for about 900 years,
when the Earth’s human population was
about 12 million or so.

Now, the human population is closing
in on 8 billion.

So, if the human population can return
to what it was, during the time of Noah,
maybe we’d all have the potential to live
for a thousand years. But, to do that, we’d
need to use birth control — which we
won’t, because both today’s GOP and the
Roman Catholic Church oppose the use
of birth control.

Oklahoma



The Boston Park Plaza is site of FFRF’s 2021 national convention, Nov. 19-21.

Convention information

Hotel reservations

The convention hotel is the Boston Park
Plaza, 50 Park Plaza at Arlington St., Bos-
ton. The convention rate is $189 single,
double, triple or quad. Suites are $389 and
up. Attendees should call the Central Res-
ervations Office (617-379-7129). Please ask
for “Freedom From Religion Annual Con-
vention.” The hotel will discount self-park-
ing to $30 per day at Motor Mart Garage.

The cut-off date for reserving rooms is
5 p.m. Eastern on Oct. 18, 2021. FFRF urg-
es you to plan ahead and reserve early to avoid
disappointment.

Meals

In addition to offering several com-
plimentary food or dessert receptions,
the convention will include four option-
al group meals. FFRF does not mark up
meal prices, which include 17 percent gra-
tuity, 10 percent taxable administrative fee
and 7 percent sales tax.

A robust and tasty box lunch, $60, will
be offered at Friday noon for participant
convenience, concurrent with Andrew Se-
idel’s Christian nationalism workshop.

Choices include:

¢ Grilled Chicken Caesar Wrap

¢ Turkey BLT Wrap

¢ Grilled Vegetable Wrap

Wraps will be served with roasted veg-
etable penne salad, Cape Cod potato
chips, a piece of whole fruit, a freshly
baked cookie and choice of assorted soft
drinks or bottled water.

A Southern barbeque buffet, $65,
with vegetable chili and cornbread muf-
fin, rotisserie chicken with BBQ) sauce
and greens, carved brisket with mac and
cheese and fruit kabobs will take place
from 5-7 p.m. Friday.

FFRF’s Non-Prayer Breakfast, $45, in-
cludes scrambled eggs, bacon and break-
fast potatoes, assorted pastries, juice, coffee
and tea, with vegetarian/vegan options.

The Saturday banquet dinner of $95
will include Maple Glazed Statler Breast
of Chicken with buttermilk mashed po-
tatoes, seasonable autumn baby green
salad with roasted beets, quinoa, goat
cheese, apple cider vinaigrette, and Bos-
ton Cream Pie. The vegetarian option is
Butternut Squash Ravioli.

A two-hour lunch on your own is sched-
uled for Saturday to permit some fresh air,
sightseeing or relaxation between events.

The Boston Park Plaza itself of-
fers a variety of dining options: Kozy
Korner for drinks, lunch or dinner in
Off the Common, the uber-modern
steakhouse Strega Italiano just off the
lobby, and classic Irish pub J.J. O’Con-
nor’s, just outside the entrance. The
Back Bay Boston neighborhood offers
a variety of restaurants.

Plan time to sightsee

The Boston Park Plaza is in the official-
ly recognized neighborhood of Back Bay
Boston, built on reclaimed land in the
Charles River basin. It’s home to a num-
ber of restaurants, glitzy stores, skyscrap-
ers, the commercial strips of Newbury
Street and Boylston Street, the residen-
tial brownstones of Marlborough Street
and Copley Square, a grassy plaza within
walking distance. The hotel is about a mile
from the Charles River Esplanade, a wa-
terfront haven for runners.

You may wish to take a self-guided Free-
dom Trail tour of historic Boston sites, or
sign up on your own for a guided tour on
Thursday or Sunday at thefreedomtrail.org or
choose any number of other tour options.

Covid-19 rules - vaccinations required

The event is limited to FFRF mem-
bers and their guests who are fully
vaccinated* for Covid-19. Please be
sure to indicate on the registration
form whether you have been vaccinat-
ed. FFRF reserves the right to request
proof of vaccination. *Only exception:
If you are under a physician’s explic-
it instructions not to be vaccinated for
Covid-19 due to health/immunity issues.

The great news is that atheists as
a group in the United States are the
most likely and willing to be vaccinat-
ed. We fully expect the event to reach
“herd immunity.” FFRF staff mem-
bers are fully vaccinated.

Please note that the Boston Pla-
za Hotel is adhering to all federal,
state and local guidelines and does
not at this time require its staff to be
vaccinated.

It currently does require them to be

masked. The hotel has indicated it will
follow whatever protocol, as yet un-
known, is required by the government
at the time of FFRF’s convention.

Although FFRF will not require
masking for vaccinated individuals,
unless CDC, Massachusetts or Boston
rules change and require them, con-
vention participants of course are free
to wear masks. FFRF will be offering
its popular masks, with the slogans
“FFREF,” “Science is Golden” and “In
Science I Trust,” at no cost during the
convention.

The conference room will be set up
for about 800 seats in the usual theater
format, which does not allow for social
distancing. However, FFRF will inform
participants of any requirements
requested by authors during book
signings, such as masking or social
distancing.
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44™ CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM
Or register online: ffrf.org/convention-2021

REGISTRATION FEES Number Registering ~ Cost
Member _$75 $
Spouse or Companion (Non-member accompanying member) %80 $
Child (High school or under accompanying registrant) __Free $
College Student with ID _$25 $
O | am interested in hotel, meal or travel scholarship
Non-member _$130 $__
O Or, | will join FFRF for $40 (and save $15) _$115 ¢
OPTIONAL AUTHOR RECEPTIONS
VIP Dessert Reception / Fundraiser with Margaret Atwood __$500 $
Friday night | Includes author book (Limited to 100)
VIP Book Signing / Fundraiser with Gloria Steinem __$500 $
Saturday afternoon | Includes author book (Limited to 50)
OPTIONAL MEALS / EVENTS
Friday, November 19
Box Lunch Wraps __ %60 $
Registrant 1 [ Grilled Chicken [ Turkey BLT [ Grilled Vegetable (vegan)
Registrant 1 [ Grilled Chicken [ Turkey BLT [ Grilled Vegetable (vegan)
Friday Dinner Buffet %65 $
Registrant 1  [J Regular O Vegetarian  [OVegan [ Gluten Free
Registrant 2 [ Regular O Vegetarian  [OVegan [ Gluten Free
Saturday, November 20
Non-Prayer Breakfast %45 $
Registrant 1 [ Regular [J Vegetarian  [JVegan [ Gluten Free
Registrant 2 [ Regular [J Vegetarian  [JVegan [ Gluten Free
Saturday Dinner %95 $
Registrant 1 [ Regular [J Vegetarian  [JVegan [ Gluten Free
Registrant 2 [ Regular [J Vegetarian  [dVegan [ Gluten Free

» Total $
O | am adding a donation to sponsor student convention scholarships. $

Please enclose separate note indicating any ADA or food allergy accommodations needed in

order to fully participate.

(Make checks payable to FFRF) Return with payment to:
FFRF, Attn: Convention | P.0. Box 750 | Madison, WI 53701

O | attest that | and my guests will be fully vaccinated for Covid-19 as of 11/18/21.

O | attest that | have a physician’s order against vaccination.

Name of Registrant 1

Name of Registrant 2

O | am including additional registrants (enclose your additional list, with meals, if any).

Address

City State / ZIP

Phone* Email*

Credit Card Number Expiration Date / Security Code

Billing Name / Signature

*Contact information for in-house use only

Pre-registration deadline Oct. 31, 2021 (Unless event is sold out)
No refund after pre-registration deadline.




