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Denver: FFRF Director of Strategic Response Andrew L. Seidel met with the Denver 
FFRF Chapter on Sept. 7, when he discussed his debut book The Founding Myth: Why 
Christian Nationalism is Un-American. “It was a PACKED house! I don’t think we have 
ever had such a turnout,” chapter President Claudette StPierre said. Members of 
the FFRF Denver Chapter board and others joined Seidel for a photo after the event. 
Front row left to right:  Unidentified, Becky Greben, Jocelyne Morris. Back row left to 
right: Barb Sanwald, Chauncey Williams, Tom Kellogg, Andrew L. Seidel, Claudette 
StPierre, Joel Brown, Caitt Johnson and Dirk Huizenga.

Puerto Rico: FFRF Co-President Dan Barker spoke at the Asamblea of the Secular 
Humanists of Puerto Rico (Humanistas Seculares de Puerto Rico) on Sept. 8 in San 
Juan. In the front row (left to right) is Gerardo Rivera, an organizer with Humanists 
of Puerto Rico, Dan Barker and David Tamayo, president and founder of Hispanic 
American Freethinkers. The back row includes Mandisa Thomas (maroon dress) 
and Eva Quiñones (center back), the president of Humanists of Puerto Rico. The 
others are some of the attendees and members of the humanist group.

FFRF ON THE ROAD

Louisville: On Aug. 21, FFRF Legal Fellow Colin 
McNamara, second from left, participated in a panel 
discussion in Louisville, Ky., on the topic of “The 
Establishment Clause in Public Schools,” which also 
featured discussion of Project Blitz. Shown in the 
photo are, left to right, Kate Crosby, Colin McNamara, 
Michele Henry, Heather Gatnarek and Rev. Jason 
Crosby. Gatnarek, attorney with ACLU of Kentucky, and 
Crosby, minister at Crescent Hill Baptist Church, were 
also on the panel. The event was co-sponsored by the 
Americans United Louisville Chapter and the American 
Constitution Society.

Louisville: FFRF Director of Strategic Response Andrew L. Seidel debated Mark David Hall on 
the question, “Did America Have a Christian Founding?” at the University of Louisville on Sept. 
11. Hall is George Fox University politics professor and author of a number of books on religion 
and politics in American life. Seidel observed that Hall couldn’t name any Christian principles on 
which the nation was built. Hall countered with principles like “life,” “liberty,” and that people 
are “sinful.” Seidel hit back, arguing that those are universal human principles which Hall was 
arrogantly claiming for his religion. The debate aired on C-SPAN2 on Sept. 21.

Puerto Rico: The Secular Student Alliance group at the university in 
Mayagüez held a tabling event while FFRF Co-President Dan Barker 
was visiting Puerto Rico. From left, Dan Barker, Eva Quiñones, Man-
disa Thomas and Gerardo Rivera, a student in the SSA group at the 
University of Puerto Rico in Mayagüez.

San Antonio: As part of the four-stop “Mess With 
Texas” leg of The Founding Myth tour, Seidel spoke 
to the Freethinkers Association of Central Texas in 
San Antonio. Here, he poses with the FACT board, 
including Katie Gaines, center, and Phil Session, 
right. While in Texas, Seidel also spoke in Austin, 
Houston and Hurst.

Madison: U.S. Rep. Mark Pocan, second from left, a 
member of the Congressional Freethought Caucus, 
met with an FFRF contingent in August  in Pocan’s 
district office in Madison, Wis., to discuss issues 
important to FFRF members and his upcoming 
appearance at the FFRF convention. Others in the 
photo are, from left, FFRF Director of Governmental 
Affairs Mark Dann, FFRF Co-President Annie Laurie 
Gaylor and FFRF Director of Strategic Response 
Andrew L. Seidel.



October 2019  |  Madison, Wisconsin  |  FFRF  |  FREETHOUGHT TODAY Page 23

Conference co-convener Maryam Namazie 
is pictured with the Swedish artist Jenny 
Wenhammar, who painted Maryam and herself 
as Femen protesters. Femen is an international 
women’s movement of topless female activists 
who are painted with slogans (Maryam’s slogan 
reads: “Neither god nor master”) and who use 
their own bodies to protest Islam, religion and 
other patriarchal forms.

Omar Makram, founder of Ex-
Muslims of Sweden, spoke about 
why he had to desecrate the 
Koran in order to gain asylum 
in Sweden, after fleeing Egypt 
when he was threatened with 
arrest for apostasy. Listen to his 
interview on Freethought Radio 
at ffrf.org/radio. (Scroll to the 
Sept. 5, 2019 program.) Omar 
was one of many ex-Muslims in 
attendance who has had to leave 
his country.

Among the many presentations and panels during the 2-day event was one on 
Separation of Religion and Government. Pictured from left: panelists Homa 
Arjomand (an Iranian-born activist who runs the International Campaign 
against Sharia Court in Canada); Elzbieta Podlesna, who is facing charges for 
blasphemy in Poland for placing LGBTQ rainbows on religious posters; deBalie 
director Yoeri Albrecht and panel moderator Bercan Gunel; Afsana Lachaux, 
UK, who is in a three-nation battle to regain custody of her son due to Sharia 
law; Sadia Hameed, Council of Ex-Muslims of Britain, and FFRF Co-President 
Annie Laurie Gaylor.

About 100 red balloons were distributed during the Celebrating Dissent conference, a festival on freedom of thought, taking place 
at the deBalie culture house in Amsterdam Aug. 3-Sept. 1. Each balloon represents a modern atheist or freethinker who has been 
persecuted, arrested, imprisoned or killed.  The balloon event was put on by performance artist Victoria Guggenheim. Pictured in 
the center is FFRF Co-President Annie Laurie Gaylor examining the names on the balloons. Among the many commemorated were 
murder victims Avijit Roy, assassinated in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Asad Shah, assassinated in the UK, and Cheb Hasni, assassinated in 
Algeria. The event was put on by deBalie with the assistance of Maryam Namazie of UK’s One Law for All, and included participants 
from many nations, largely former Muslims-turned-nonbelievers. The mayor of Amsterdam opened the conference, noting the city’s 
proud history as a safe haven for freethinkers since Spinoza. She said, “Without dissent and protest, change and progress are not 
possible. Heretics, infidels, renegades . . . welcome to Amsterdam!”

‘Heretics, infidels, renegades . . . Welcome to Amsterdam’

Participants took to Amsterdam streets to commemorate the many targets and 
victims of blasphemy laws and Islam’s “crime” of apostasy. At right, leading the 
march, is Maryam Namazie, an Iranian-born United Kingdom secular leader.

Atheist and author Taslima Nasrin, left, who 
can’t go back to Bangladesh after a fatwa against 
her was issued in the early 1990s, with Saif-Ul-
Malook, the Pakistani attorney who successfully 
defended Asia Bibi, a Christian peasant who’d 
been condemned to death for blasphemy, and 
FFRF Co-President Annie Laurie Gaylor.

“Blasphemy is not a crime” 
was a recurring theme during 
the Celebrating Dissent 
conference.
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NATIONAL CONVENTION

REGISTRATION FEES

Member ___$60 $_____

Spouse or Companion (Non-member accompanying member) ___$65 $_____

Child (Under 18 Accompanying Registrant) ___Free $_____

Student with ID (Over 18)  ___$10 $_____
 ☐ I am interested in hotel, meal or travel scholarship
Non-member  ___$115 $_____
 Or join for $40 and save $15 ___$100 $_____

OPTIONAL MEALS / EVENTS
Friday, October 18
Freethought Hall Open House 9:30–11 AM / Must register to attend  ___Free 

Friday Welcome Party (Dinner Buffet) 5–6:30 PM  ___$35 $_____
Registrant 1  ☐ Regular ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free

Registrant 2  ☐ Regular ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free

Registrant 3  ☐ Regular ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free

Saturday, October 19
Non-Prayer Breakfast ___$20 $_____
Registrant 1  ☐ Regular ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free

Registrant 2  ☐ Regular ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free

Registrant 3  ☐ Regular ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free

“Grab and Go” Box Lunch ___$25 $_____
Registrant 1  ☐ Regular ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free

Registrant 2  ☐ Regular ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free

Registrant 3  ☐ Regular ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free

Saturday Dinner ___$50 $_____
Registrant 1  ☐ Regular ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free

Registrant 2  ☐ Regular ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free

Registrant 3  ☐ Regular ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free 

 ⊲ Total $_________

☐ I am adding a donation to sponsor student convention scholarships $___________

Please tell us about any ADA accommodations you need in order to fully participate in this convention:

(Make checks payable to FFRF) Return with payment to:  
FFRF, Attn: Convention  |  P.O. Box 750  |  Madison, WI 53701

Name of Registrant 1

Name of Registrant 2

Name of Registrant 3

Address

City   State / ZIP

Phone*  Email*

Credit Card Number  Expiration Date / Security Code

Billing Name / Signature *Contact information for in-house use only

Number Registering Cost

2019 CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM
Or register online: ffrf.org/convention2019 

FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION

MADISON | OCTOBER 18–20, 2019

Number Registering Cost

Last call for FFRF’s annual convention!
“The Family” author 
Jeff Sharlet added as 
convention speaker 

FFRF is excited to announce the addi-
tion of Jeff Sharlet to its lineup of speakers 
at its national convention in Madison, Wis., 
from Oct. 18-20, at the Monona Terrace 
Community and Convention Center.

Sharlet is an award-winning literary jour-
nalist, author of The New York Times best-
seller The Family: The Secret Fundamentalism 
at the Heart of American Power, and executive 
producer of the new Netflix documentary 
series based on his book.

Jeff is an associate professor of English 

and creative writing 
at Dartmouth College 
and a contributing ed-
itor for Harper’s, Vir-
ginia Quarterly Review 
and Rolling Stone. He 
is the publisher of 40 
Towns, a periodical 
of literary journalism, 
and the co-creator of 
two online journals, 
Killing the Buddha, 

an online magazine of religion, culture, 
and politics, and The Revealer, a review of 
religion and media published by the New 
York University Center for Religion and 
Media. 

His work has earned numerous awards, 
including the National Magazine Award, 
the Outspoken Award, the MOLLY Na-
tional Journalism Prize, and the Military 
Religious Freedom Foundation’s Thomas 
Jefferson Award.

Sharlet joins an impressive list of con-
vention speakers, including Sarah Vowell, 
Amber Scorah, U.S. Rep. Mark Pocan, 
Rachel Laser, Mandisa Thomas, Hemant 
Mehta, Deven Green and Andrew Bradley 
(as the comedy team of Mrs. Betty Bowers), 

Trae Crowder, R. Laurence Moore and 
Isaac Kramnick, Anthony B. Pinn, Jeremi-
ah Camara, Avinash Patil, Andrew L. Seidel 
and more!    

Remember, deadline for pre-registra-
tion and meals is Monday, Oct. 7. Mailed-
in registration forms also must be received 
by this date. However, you can still regis-
ter at the convention, excluding meals. 
Call 1-800-335-4021 during regular busi-
ness hours or sign up online at ffrf.org/
convention2019.

Photo: Eli Burakian
Jeff Sharlet

FFRF’s 42nd annual convention schedule
Subject to minor changes

Friday, October 18

MORNING OPEN HOUSE
Pre-convention event

9:30 -11:30 AM OPEN HOUSE
Freethought Hall in Downtown Madison
(Free, but reservations required!)

EARLY REGISTRATION OPENS 
Complimentary pastries, juice, hot bever-
ages, Champagne, OJ, Mimosas 

AFTERNOON FORMAL OPENING  
Monona Terrace Community &
Convention Center 
Monona Terrace, 1 John Nolen Dr. 
Madison Ballroom

Noon REGISTRATION REOPENS
(continues throughout convention)  
Sales tables open in the Madison Ballroom

1:00 PM	 SHORT WELCOME 
“The Founding Myth: Why Christian 
Nationalism Is Un-American”
Andrew Seidel
Book signing during break

1:30 PM Henry H. Zumach Freedom From 
Religious Fundamentalism Award
Rachel Laser accepts on behalf of 
Americans United

2:00 PM A Conversation with Sarah 
Vowell with Dan Barker, followed by Q&A

3:00 PM BREAK — Refreshments (lobby)
Book signing for Sarah Vowell in ballroom
concurrent

3:30 PM “Godless Citizens in a Godly 
Republic: Atheists in American Public Life”
Authors R. Laurence  Moore & Isaac Kramnick

4:15 PM Forward Award,  Nancy Northup, 
Center for Reproductive Rights
5:00 PM DINNER BREAK 
Buffet in Grand Terrace (ticketed event)
Book signing for Moore & Kramnick 
concurrent                
FRIDAY EVENING PROGRAM
Madison Ballroom
7:00 PM 	EVENING WELCOME, MUSIC 
FFRF Co-Presidents Dan Barker & Annie
Laurie Gaylor: Year in Review

Video speech: U.S. Rep. Jamie Raskin
7:30 PM “Nothing Fails Like Prayer Award” 
& Speech “Is Atheism Still Taboo in Poli-
tics?” Hemant Mehta

8:00 PM God Gets His Annual Job 
Performance Review
Mrs. Betty Bowers (America’s Best 
Christian™) and Andrew Bradley

Complimentary gourmet cupcakes and hot 
beverages — Grand Terrace

10:15 PM Film: “Holy Hierarchy: The 
Religious Roots of Racism in America”
Hall of Ideas 
To be repeated at 12:15 p.m. Saturday

Saturday, October 19

All Saturday events held in Madison 
Ballroom, unless otherwise noted.

8:00 AM 	Nonprayer Breakfast (ticketed 
event) — Exhibit Hall A
9:00 AM Madison Ballroom 
Sales tables open

9:30 AM WELCOME Lisa Strand 

MUSIC Dan Barker

9:40 AM Film Preview, Jeremiah Camara,
Director, “Holy Hierarchy: The Religious
Roots of Racism in America”
10:00 AM Trio of  student essay winners
10:30 AM “The Family: The Secret 
Fundamentalism at the Heart of 
American Power” Jeff Sharlet

11:00 AM Battle of Church & State: Legal 
Accomplishments FFRF Legal Staff & Mark 
Dann, FFRF lobbyist

Noon - 2:00 PM  LUNCH BREAK  
Optional Grab & Go Lunch

Book signing for Jeff Sharlet

12:15 - 1:45 PM  FILM SCREENING
 “Holy Hierarchy: The Religious Roots of 
Racism in America”
2:00 PM 	Freethought Heroine Award
Mandisa Thomas

2:30 PM Avijit Roy Courage Award
Avinash Patil, on behalf of Maharashtra 
Andhashraddha Nirmoolan Samiti 

3:00 PM Emperor Has No Clothes Award
Anthony B. Pinn

3:30 PM BREAK
Book signing for Anthony Pinn

4:00 PM Leaving the Witness                     
Amber Scorah 

4:30 PM U.S. Rep. Mark Pocan
5:00 PM Book signing for Amber Scorah

6:30 PM	SATURDAY NIGHT DINNER
(Ticketed event) — Exhibit Hall A

Evening program in Madison Ballroom
8:00 PM “Clean Money Drawing”
8:30 PM An Evening with Trae Crowder, 
“Liberal Redneck” 

Sunday, October 20

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Hall of Ideas FG
8:30 AM 	
Complimentary pastries & hot beverages

9:00 AM Annual Membership meeting
Open to current FFRF members

Annual State Representatives meeting

 ADJOURN BY NOON


