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Words matter in fight 
for hearts, minds

I would like to see FFRF modify the 
way it refers to “religion” in its public 
discourse including, if possible, in its 
legal actions. Use of the word “reli-
gion” sounds like a given or absolute 
and probably at some psychological 
level validates believers’ thinking. We 
all should be encouraged to qualify the 
term whenever we use it by saying re-
ligious fantasy or religious theory, etc.

A second idea is to stop using the 
term “Religious Right” for the same 
psychological reasons. I expect we all 
want to be “right” about our positions. 
I recommend any political reference 
to be qualified as religious extremists 
(fanatics, zealots, etc.).

Finally, during the gay civil rights 
campaign(s), the fanatics have made 
effective use of claiming there is a 
“gay agenda.” There isn’t, but it might 
be helpful to reference “the religious 
agenda” or the agenda of the religious 
extremists, etc.
David Jonson
California

One could argue there is a gay agenda: 
wanting to be treated the same as everyone 
else. And why not?

Strategies to help 
secularism rise 

Jim Haught’s article in September 
about the rise of secularism in Amer-
ica is encouraging. In reading the 
many Christian-related articles online, 
I “think” that I notice a significant in-
crease in the numbers of comments 
which are either downright anti-Chris-
tian or certainly against various Chris-
tian-based beliefs. And a recent MSN-
BC interview with Mike Huckabee 
in which Joe Scarborough and Mika 
Brzezinski actually questioned inter-
pretation of Christian belief — when 
has this ever been seen in the news 
media?

I believe that it would be really help-
ful if someone who is in the know about 
such things could write an article for a 
future issue to address whether there 
is evidence of increasing skepticism 
about Christian beliefs and whether 
the public is coming to better under-
stand the inherent hypocrisy of Chris-
tianity. Also, what impact have recent 
events such as RFRA, the Supreme 
Court ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges and 
the Rowan County, Ky., incident had 
on attitudes toward Christianity and 
what strategies might best take advan-
tage of them?
Donald R. Hamilton, Life Member
Indiana

New York Hasidim get 
kid-glove treatment

A New York newspaper reported 
Sept. 14 that a Manhattan judge will 
decide whether Brooklyn Hasidim 
can continue to engage in cruelty to 
animals and jeopardize public health 
in the name of “religious freedom,” 
as they have been doing for years by 
participating in the custom of kaporos, 
performed the day before Yom Kippur. 
It entails Hasidic men swinging live 
chickens around their heads, then kill-
ing them in the belief that the men’s 
sins are thereby transferred to the 
chickens. 

Hasidic groups in various neighbor-
hoods have already ordered 50,000 
chickens for the mass slaughter, with 
the city sanitation department left 
to clean up the carnage. Rabbi Shea 
Hecht denounced the lawsuit against 
the ritual as “an attack on our religious 

freedom” and labeled the plaintiffs as 
“vegetarians who are interfering with 
our custom.” 

The city already lets Hasidic rabbis 
suck blood off the penises of circum-
cised male infants (exposing them to 
herpes) and allows Hasidim to set fires 
in city trash baskets as part of another 
ancient “ritual,” with the fire depart-
ment standing by at taxpayer expense.

There is very little that these zealots 
cannot get away with here in the Big 
Apple, and it is a disgrace.
Dennis Middlebrooks
Brooklyn

How I escaped Christian 
containment circle

Reading the latest crank mail re-
minded me of my experiences as a se-
curity guard confronting protesters in 
front of an abortion clinic. I was there 
primarily to direct traffic in and out of 
a driveway that emptied onto a busy 
street but was continually confronted 
by protesters, as if I were personally 
performing abortions. During my first 
few Saturdays facing the fanatics, I ar-
gued with them and tried to engage 
in a civil conversation. The effort was 
futile and I quickly learned to remain 
silent. 

My confrontational experiences in 
front of the clinic also prompted me 
to review my own struggle to free my-
self from the “religious thought con-
tainment” teachings I had been sub-
jected to for much of my life. Church 
bells summoned me as a young child 
to an hour of indoctrination at least 
once a week, mimicking the Last Sup-
per by praying before every meal was a 
requirement, and bedtime prayers as-
sured me of waking up in the morning. 

The world was simple because it was 
only a transitory place between birth 
and an afterlife. The answer to any 
question could be found in one holy 
book and unexpected or tragic events 
could always be explained as God’s 
will. It was a closed circle of beliefs and 
vetted believers. Individuals and ideas 
outside the circle were suspect and 
dangerous.

At first my family controlled the 
thought containment circle that pro-
tected me from outside realities. For a 
time I chose my friends and activities 
carefully, trying to protect myself from 
the evil I had been taught might creep 
in and contaminate my soul, making 
it unsuitable for heaven. But as my 
awareness expanded, the circle grew 
smaller and staying within it became 
harder. My parents’ naïveté became 
more evident and scientific discoveries 
became more miraculous than ancient 
revelations. 

There was guilt as I abandoned one 
tenet after another. It was a slow pro-
cess, but now that I am free I can look 
back at the abortion protesters and 
understand their motivation. It is fear 
— fear that the beliefs and the church 
that sustains them may be inadequate 
and that the best ways to keep the cir-
cle strong is to either evangelize and 
recruit or to discredit or destroy.

For those who have avoided or 
found their way out of a religious fog, 
it is tempting to see believers as the en-
emy. This is a mistake. Standing against 
their evangelism — militant, subversive 
or passive — is a protective defense 
against an orchestrated offense and is 
not one belief system verses another. It 
is reason resisting containment, free-
thought resisting controlled thought, 
a real world refusing to become imag-
inary. 

In its efforts to keep the boundaries 
clear, FFRF’s efforts are commendable 

but it should not succumb to the temp-
tation to wage war on religion. It is a 
lost cause. The best we can do is lead 
by example and let those who wish to 
follow us in a life of reason, find their 
own way out of their containment cir-
cles.
Vern Westfall
Ohio

Had it up to here 
with pope mania

I am sick of reading and hearing 
about the pope. Why does anyone 
besides the members of his cult care? 
Popes are merely the CEOs of the 
world’s oldest multinational corpora-
tion, whose business is stealing money 
and property and manufacturing Cath-
olics, often under the guise of charity as 
they “kidnap” children and raise them 
to be Catholic in the local mission.

The pope leads the movement to re-
verse the Enlightenment. The church 
impedes people’s rights to physi-
cian-assisted death and access to abor-
tion. The morning-after pill should be 
available everywhere. Thanks to the 
church, it is not.

I resent that the church pays no tax-
es, receives vouchers paid for by my tax 
money and indoctrinates children who 
have not had the chance to develop 
their critical-thinking skills with non-
sense about pregnant virgins, walking 
cadavers, wafers that turn into the body 
of Christ and wine that turns into his 
blood. The Garden of Eden and orig-
inal sin are real, but evolution is not!

I agree with Diderot: Man will never 
be free until the last king is strangled 
with the entrails of the last priest. And 
popes are just glorified priests.
Louis S. Bedrock
New Jersey

California member Stephen Lee writes: “The attached photo is from the late 
1970s and was taken with me beside my assigned patrol vehicle at the Norwalk 
Sheriff’s Station of the Los Angeles County Sheriff Department. I worked 
alongside a small cadre of deputies who belonged to ‘Cops for Christ.’ These 
guys, although fully competent as law enforcement officers, had the extra bur-
den of their religious beliefs when they rolled out of the station each day (with 
their bibles). To a man, they adamantly refused to ride in the patrol vehicle 
marked ‘666’ and were aghast that I would tempt fate by doing so. The rooftop 
numbers (for helicopter recognition) were randomly assigned by the fleet man-
agement bureaucracy and were not weighted with any particular significance. I 
survived a 30-year law enforcement career and now enjoy a retirement as utterly 
free from religion as when I was working.”
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A teeny portion of a particularly vile batch of 
recent crank mail, printed as received: 

pic of jesus: If the pic was up for historical 
reasons along with pics of Ghandi, moses and 
others then just take a deep breath and shut up. 
If it ws up to prosletyze (sic) then you can take it 
down. But your history doesn’t bode –you think 
everything is about religion and against the con-
stitution. Get a life! — popeye sr.

You are whts wrong with the world to-
day!: U people are whts wrong with the world 
today if u don’t want to believe then don’t that’s 
your choice!! And leave the kids alone for get-
ting baptized at school with there coach as their 
own choice!!!! — John Doe

Decals on Police Cars: If you Devil wor-
shipers don,t like the decals than wear dark 
sunglasses so you will not be able to see them. 
Having worked aboard ship for 45 years I have 
come across some very crass language, and I 
will now pass some of it on to you. You men 
of your orginazation keep on licking your fellow 
men,s stick and the women keep on licking the 
slit of your fellow female. This way you will be 
to busy to worry about what the Police have on 
their cars. If you don,t like this email, crumple it 
up and stick it up your A _ _ . — Arthur Windell, 
Caldwell, Texas

Get over It: WE have FREEDOM OF RELI-
GEION, IF YOU DON’T LIKE IT YOU have the 
FREEDOM of CHOISE not to WATCH, PARTIS-
APATE, or AKNOWLAGE US . I suggest you get 
a LIFE. — Jeff Johnnson, Nevada

your work: I am a proud CHRDISTIAN I will 
do all in my power to hinder and destroy you 
filthy work — jonathan Flaum

Football Chaplins: You have NO right to 
say get rid of a Chaplin, If you don’t like it send 
you kids somewhere else,,, or even better home 
school them, to be bigots and hippocrates just 
like you! — Jimmie Groom, Madison, Ala.

Moutain Jesus: Don’t disguise common hu-
man trash as reedom of religion. Mountain Je-
sus say suck my cock you fucking human trash. 
— nwalters1957

Memorials and other: I hope your organi-
zation is VERY HAPPY about having a school 
take down a memorial. If you would look back, 
everything started going to pot in schools and 
communities after everyone had to start tak-
ing religion out. Why don’t you get on a case 
to get all the Mexican flags out of this country, 
that would make more sense. If they want to live 
here, they should fly our flag. — Wayne Wilson, 
Kansas

In God WE Trust: We are a land of majority 

rules, so deal with it like a mature adult instead 
of a petulant child. We live in a country based 
on Christian values. Don’t like the menu, then 
choose another place to eat. Not changing the 
menu. — JM

Lying asshole: [FFRF staff member], you 
better shut your fucking mouth now. Another 
word or letter from you to another school and 
your career will end. SHUT THE FUCK UP YOU 
LYING CONSTITUTION SHREDDING ASS-
HOLE. Die now you AIDS spreading piece of 
shit. If I ever see you in my life, you better fuck-
ing run. — Steve God, Ohio

Villa Rica baptisms: Hi, me again. You 
should check out the Facebook page titled “We 
support Villa Rica Coaches and GOD”. If you 
want to know how to find true peace and know 
beyond the shadow of a doubt what will happen 
to you after you pass from this life, please re-
spond to my email address. I’d love to lead you 
to salvation! — John Lerch, Georgia

Fuck you: Burn in hell you terrorist cunts. — 
Douche Baggs

Donation: I wouldn’t donate a squirt of piss 
if your teeth were on fire. — Mike Andrulis

your movement: if you feel that you must 
spread your non belief that promotes belief and 
therefor I am going to sue you ::) sucks when 
the shoe is on the other foot don’t it, see you 
soon I am a multi millionaire have your lawyers 
ready. — kale mandrake, warren, mich.

My opinion: Allow me to be direct and to the 
point, just for my own satisfaction as a Christina 
woman, loving God: I hope a pox send you very 
soon to hell, were your soul, the thing you do not 
believe in, will rot for eternity. Scum like you we 
do not need around, so hurry up and go to rot 
in hell! — Barbara Kennemore, Greenville, SC

Religion: You idiots don’t want freedom from 
all religion, just Christianity and Judaism. You 
will all welcome Islam with open arms though 
since they are the ones who want to wipe us 
Christians and Jews off the face of the earth. 
Don’t even contact me back. Just let what I said 
sink in. I don’t want to here a word from you. — 
Coolidge Ownes, Madison, Wis.

Jesus Christ his picture: You should never 
take Jesus Christs picture down, never. I rebuke 
you in the name of Jesus Christ my Lord and 
Saviour. Get thee behind me Satan. — Con-
cerned Christian, Georgia

Freedom: i was not aware of your organiza-
tion until I saw an article about your beef with 
cop cars displaying “In God We Trust”. I am 
aware that it is virtually impossible to reverse 
your thinking ESP. since you are from that Dem-
ocrat city, Madison. Figures. — Jim Irish, Cum-

ming, Ga.
Removal of “Jesus Pic” In Chanute, KS: 

I’m just curious to know why the frrf is concerned 
over a picture? What if it was a pic of Kaitlin Jen-
ner hanging in that school or maybe a pic of Hit-
ler? For all you know, the pic in question could 
be just a pic of anybody. Nobody around has 
actually seen Jesus so how could you possibly 
know that this is Jesus? Please contact me, 
by email if possible as I work construction and 
I don’t use my phone when working. — Derek 
Benedicto, Guyandotte, W.Va.

May God have mercy on your souls: Ron 
Reagan stated he “was not afraid of burning in 
hell”. May I assure you that I have a promise 
from God, Ron will do just that unless he re-
pents. You have my name and address. If Ron, 
or any of you decide to change your mind please 
contact me. — Alan DuPriest, Baxley, Ga.

Help: God is great and the government of 
the USA believes in GOD. SO eat shit you fags. 
Fuck you. God Bless. — Bill Wish, Alabama

about god in other places besides 
church: I’m writing this to say,I have a buck-
et of holy water I can pour out on you and all 
the atheist out their, how dare tell us when and 
where we can’t serve our Jesus the one who 
died on the cross from my sins as well as urs. 

It’s time us christain’s stand up and fight, and if 
you try to silence me I will speak louder, I have 
one last thing to say to all you ugly folks picking 
on my god, in the name of Jesus Christ I rebuke 
you Satan. — Robyn Lee, Norcross, Ga.

Chaplain Letters: How about you take 
those 3 letters you sent to SEC schools and 
shove them up your ass? With Kindest Re-
gards. — Michael Skinner

Picture of Jesus: Why on earth would you 
people fight so hard to remove a photo of Jesus 
(your Creator) that has been part of a school for 
decades? That’s like removing photos of Sam 
Walton (founder of Walmat) from all Walmart 
establishments. I mean come on now. — DE, 
Massachusetts

How sad: I awoke this morning to a world in 
turmoil. Organizations selling baby body parts. 
Transgender celebs being celebrated as he-
roes. Our President turning a blind eye to the 
horrific acts of Isis. Go after Planned Parent-
hood. Alert our President ISIS is a real threat, 
in the midst of him making friends with Muslims. 
War heroes are real heroes, not someone who 
can throw on a dress instead of a pair of boxers. 
THESE are the injustices. Spend your effort and 
time on these. — Helen Garner

Sharing the crank mail

Black Collar Crimes
Continued from page 19 
ing naked through St. Casimir School in the ear-
ly evening on a Sunday, when only the school 
secretary was present.

Police Lt. Richard Hoyda said, “Officers lo-
cated an adult male in a state of undress inside 
of the school,” Hoyda said. “School officials . . . 
were already on scene and had knowledge of 
the situation. The man was allowed to dress and 
at that time he was not placed under arrest.”

Bishop Donald Hying ordered O’Toole to un-
dergo psychological evaluation.

Gary Catholic Diocese Superintendent Bar-
bara O’Block said O’Toole apologized “and said 
it’s a regrettable lack of judgment on his part.” 
Source: Munster Times, 8-20-15

Other
Fred Marigliano, 68, Green Brook, NJ, mo-

lested by a Catholic priest when he was 11, is 
walking 270 miles across the state to drum up 
support for legislation to remove the statute of 
limitations on civil suits involving sexual abuse. 
Abuse survivors now have only 2 years to file.

“When you’re a child, you are terrified that 
someone might find out that you were raped or 
molested,” he said. “Once you become an adult, 
you’re terrified that somebody might look at you 
as less than a man or less than a woman. At this 
point in my life, I don’t care anymore.”

Annette Kissell Nestler, 51, Upper Deerfield, 
is joining Marigliano and his wife, Maggie, on 
the journey. “It’s about educating others and 
about getting the word out there for those peo-
ple who are still hiding out, living in shame, liv-
ing in guilt to say, here is my hand,” Nestler said.  
Her father was abused by a priest as a child and 
killed himself in front of her when she was 7. A 
year later her mother died. Years later when she 
was seeing a psychologist, she was raped.

“I want them to answer for this,” Nestler said, 
taking out photos of her mother’s funeral. “No 
more.” Source: nj.com, 9-16-15

Bishop Robert Cunningham of the Catho-

lic Diocese of Syracuse, NY, is under fire after 
statements he made in a 2011 deposition about 
child sex abuse became public. The plaintiff’s 
lawyer asked if, in the eyes of the church, a child 
molested by a priest has committed a sin. “The 
boy is culpable,” Cunningham said, according 
to a transcript.

He later backed off slightly, saying, “Well, I 
mean, without knowing the circumstances com-
pletely, did the boy encourage, go along with [it] 
in any way?” . . . You’re asking me if the young 
man had any culpability, and I can’t judge that.”

The deposition was part of Dennis Bren-
nan’s suit against the diocese, alleging he was 
molested by Fr. Thomas Neary when he was 
13. The diocese settled the suit last year for an 
undisclosed amount. Neary died in 2001.

After molesting him, Neary told Brennan 
he had to confess his sin, the deposition said. 
Cunningham said Neary was wrong to hear the 
boy’s confession, “I’m saying that a priest does 
not have the power, the authority, to absolve 
anyone who cooperated with him in — was an 
accomplice to him in a sexual sin.”

“It’s preposterous,” said Patrick Wall of Min-
nesota, an ex-priest who’s testified as an expert 
in abuse cases for 15 years. “There’s no way, ei-
ther in law or in moral theology or in canon law, 
which Bishop Cunningham is trained in, that a 
child can consent to that crime.”

Survivors of clergy abuse want Cunningham 
to resign and are starting an online petition they 
plan to give Pope Francis in New York.

Cunningham has also refused to release the 
names of priests credibly accused of molesta-
tion.

Kevin Braney, who alleges he was molested 
repeatedly in the 1980s as an altar boy, called 
blaming the victim disgusting. “It’s almost worse 
than the abuse itself.” Source: Post-Standard, 
9-13-15

Charles Kyle Adcock, 31, was hired last 
April as music minister at First Baptist Church 
of Bedford, TX, despite being out on bail after 

being arrested in January on 29 counts of sexu-
al abuse of a 14-year-old girl in 2010-12. At the 
time, Adcock was working at Woodward Avenue 
Baptist Church in Muscle Shoals, AL.

Asked at a hearing at which Adcock’s bail 
was revoked if he knew about the 29 charges, 
First Baptist pastor Steve Knott said, “I knew he 
had some, I didn’t know how many.” Knott also 
stressed that Adcock has only been charged, 
not convicted. Source: Times Daily, 9-9-15

John Gibson, 56, pastor of First Southern 
Baptist Church in Pearlington, MS., committed 
suicide at home 6 days after it was revealed he 
was a user of the adultery service Ashley Mad-
ison. His wife discovered the body and a note 
referring to the hack of the site that made his 
name and millions of others public.

Gibson was also a professor at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary’s Leavell College. 
Source: CNN, 9-9-15

Gilbert Gustafson, a Catholic priest con-
victed in 1983 of child sex abuse, is behind an 
effort to buy the chancery of the Twin Cities 
Archdiocese and turn it into a healing center 
for sexual abuse survivors.

The website for the Gilead Project doesn’t 
mention his conviction or other allegations or 
that he’s a priest. The archdiocese wants to sell 
the property to pay bankruptcy creditors.

Gustafson admitted in a 2004 deposition to 
sexually abusing 3 more boys, blaming his at-
traction to teens in part on his unwed sister’s 
pregnancy, which made him think “heterosexu-
ality seemed dangerous.”

David Clohessy of the Survivors Network of 
those Abused by Priests called it “the height of 
arrogance for a child molesting cleric to say, ‘I 
sexually assaulted kids but I can help sexual-
ly assaulted people heal from this.’ ” Source: 
MPR, 9-8-15

Pedophile Catholic priest William Carney, 
65, died of a cardiac condition in his cell at Mid-
lands Prison, Portlaoise, Ireland. He was ex-
tradited from the UK in 2013 and was awaiting 

trial for 34 sexual assaults on 8 males and 3 
females between 1969-1989. He was defrocked 
in 1992, almost 10 years after the first com-
plaints were lodged. Source: Irish Times, 9-6-15

Concerned about abusive Catholic priest 
Michael Tierney living in a neighborhood with 
numerous children, members of the Survivors 
Network of Those Abused by Priests put fliers 
on the doors of people living near Tierney’s 
home in Kansas City, MO. The Diocese of Kan-
sas City-St. Joseph settled 4 sex abuse claims 
against Tierney, who was ordained in 1969, and 
no longer lets him practice as a priest.

“He’s providing his own accommodations, so 
we just don’t have the ability to say you can’t live 
in your own house as a retired priest,” spokes-
man Jack Smith said.

Tierney, who was never tried criminally due 
to statutes of limitation, told a reporter, “I’m very 
happy where I am, thank you.” Source: KCTV, 
9-1-15

When North Greenville University, in Ti-
gerville, SC, announced in January that James 
Epting, its president for 24 years, was taking a 
sabbatical before retiring in June, it gave health 
reasons. Recent release of a video purportedly 
recorded by Epting’s son Paul has led to board 
members of the Southern Baptist-affiliated 
school to issue a statement saying its leaders 
“are expected to lead Christ-centered lives.”

The video, date-stamped Oct. 30, 2014, 
shows the elder Epting, who is married, in a 
hallway at a private home: “What are you doing, 
Dad?” he’s asked before the camera shows a 
woman named Kelly, later identified as a school 
staff member, standing in the bathroom. “What 
are y’all doing? What are you doing?” she’s 
asked.

The video ends with, “No, no, I know exactly 
what you’re doing. Why? It’s over, Dad, it’s over. 
This is done.” The video was uploaded to You-
Tube by a user named “The Truth” but was later 
removed. Source: Greenville News, 8-28-15

Email: blackcollar@ffrf.org

Better yet, bail out
George Iddon, Washington, saw this in Delta, British Columbia: “As a retired 
airline captain, I would be hesitant swapping seats with an invisible man sitting 
in the left (captain’s) seat. Who would taxi the airplane to the gate? Come to 
think of it, who would fly the plane?”
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They said what?
Finally — a word of advice to the hum-
mus-eating, hymn-hating culprit who 
caused this kerfuffle. I sincerely doubt 
that our Lord appreciates you picking 
on a bunch of teenagers. So knock it 
off. Otherwise, when the roll is called 
up yonder — you may not be there.
Todd Starnes, host of “Fox News and 
Commentary,” slamming the com-
plainant who objected to football stadi-
um prayer and the high school march-
ing band playing religious hymns in 
Dexter, Ga.
Todd’s American Dispatch, 8-24-15

Separation of Church and State will be 
changed to the Union of Church and 
State. God will be asked to be an inte-
gral part of the government of the U.S.
First platform plank in the Christian 
Party presidential campaign of Darrell 
Trigg, Rogersville, Tenn., who oper-
ates an engineering consulting firm
darrelltriggforpresident.com, 8-27-15

As long as I am mayor, we will begin 
every council meeting with prayer. 
Some have asked, does that mean if an 
atheist or Wiccan high priest wants to 
offer a prayer, will we let them? Nope, 
because we are a Christian community.
Mayor Scott Cain, Cleburne, Texas, 
speaking at the third-annual Mayor’s 
Prayer Conference
Cleburne Times-Review, 8-27-15

My students asked if they should call 
me Mrs. Hayes when I come back to 
school next week, and [I said] no, I’m 
still Ms. But I am married to Jesus.
Jessica Hayes, 38, a Catholic high 
school teacher in Fort Wayne, Ind., 
who wore white at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception while becom-
ing one of about 230 “consecrated vir-
gins” in the U.S. 
WANE-TV, 8-15-15

So you get hit with these gotchas, like 
most conservatives do, for instance, 
they [sic] asking, “What’s your favorite 
bible verse?” And I listen to that goin’ 
“What, do they ask Hillary that?”
Sarah Palin interview with Donald 
Trump
“On Point with Sarah Palin,” 8-28-15

The Saudi Government requires that 
women below the age of 45 be accom-
panied by a “mahram” (e.g., close 
adult, male relative such as a husband, 
son, father or brother) for Hajj. Wom-
en over age 45 may travel without a 
mahram in an organized group, pro-
vided they submit a notarized letter of 
no objection from the husband, son or 
brother authorizing travel for Hajj with 
the named group. Travelers found vio-
lating this Saudi Government rule may 
face deportation by local immigration 
authorities.
Hajj Fact Sheet for U.S. citizens plan-
ning to take part in the annual Muslim 
pilgrimage to Mecca in September
U.S. State Department, 8-31-15

Every single murderer over 40 years 
that I have covered in these circum-
stances has been either atheistic, ag-
nostic, no religious basis at all. 
Talk show host Bill O’Reilly, blaming 
two Virginia shooting deaths on a lack 
of spirituality, despite the fact that ac-
cused shooter Vester Lee Flanagan was 
raised as a Jehovah’s Witness
Fox News, 8-27-15

You are responsible for buying the gro-
ceries, make sure there’s food, make 

sure the house is kept impeccable. You 
have a hot meal waiting when your 
husband gets home, have the house all 
cleaned up, laundry all done, dishes all 
done, baby all fed, squared away and 
meet him at the door looking like a 
million bucks. That’s probably some of 
the best marriage advice you ever got.
Pastor Bill Lytle, Gospel Baptist 
Church, Bonita Springs, Fla., advice to 
women
Independent Journal Review, 9-1-15

Petitioner states that “our fate is in the 
hands of our Lord, even if He decides 
that we should have a flu or measles.” 
She further states that “mortality is, and 
should be, in God’s hands” and thus 
“vaccination intercedes upon God’s 
rightful realm, as if being in God’s care 
alone is not assurance enough for us.”
Appeal of a Russian Orthodox mother 
which resulted in a vaccination waiver 
for her son from the New York City De-
partment of Education due to “sincere-
ly held religious beliefs”
nysed.gov, 8-3-15

My husband and I attend about 10 or 
so Pirates games a year. Each and every 
time it is a new experience. Typically 
we park Downtown and make our way 
across the Roberto Clemente Bridge to 
PNC Park. We had tickets to the game 
on Aug. 20. It was “Faith Night,” which 
is a great opportunity for people with 
a shared faith to enjoy a lovely eve-
ning at the ballpark. I don’t know what 
happened in the past few weeks in be-
tween games that we have attended. 
The number of homeless people and 
the number of musicians playing mu-
sic for tips have grown to a level of a 
major metropolitan city. Maybe it is the 
increased number of people attending 
the games that has quadrupled the so-
licitors. It is growing to resemble a vis-
it to the Trevi Fountain in Italy or the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame. It is starting 
to make some of the fans really uncom-
fortable going to the games.
R. Faber, letter to the editor
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 8-24-15

Lord, I just want to lift up all these war-
riors that came out here to compete to-
day. I don’t care what their beliefs are. 
We do believe in this sport. We believe 
in football. We believe in a team and 
competition. It’s all about the game. In 
your name, amen.
Postgame prayer at the 50-yard line 
led by Joe Kennedy, Bremerton High 
School assistant football coach, which 
the Washington school district is inves-
tigating
KING 5 News, 9-14-15

I prayed about this. I know that God 
would not go around with pants down.
City Council member Frank Goodman, 
Dadeville, Ala., on plans to introduce a  
ordinance banning “slacking” (sagging 
pants)
Alexander City Outlook, 9-10-15

The jailing of Kentucky clerk Kimber-
ly B. Davis put at immediate risk the 
liberty interest of all faithful and reli-
giously sincere public officials in Ala-
bama whose office has responsibility 
for making decisions as to whether to 
give sanction and honor to homosexu-
al relationships to include the issuance 
of a license to engage in sodomy.
Petition to the Alabama Supreme 
Court by Probate Judge Nick Williams, 
a graduate of Rheme Bible Training 
Center and Southwestern Assemblies 

of God University who doesn’t have a 
law degree but is working on a master’s 
at Liberty University
al.com, 9-17-15

Nazis speak Arabic.
Graffiti painted on the Islamic Center 
in Louisville, Ky.
Christian Science Monitor, 9-17-15 

No, I don’t, I do not. I would not ad-
vocate that we put a Muslim in charge 
of this nation. I absolutely would not 
agree with that.
GOP presidential candidate Ben Car-
son, when asked if Islam is “consistent 
with the Constitution”
NBC “Meet the Press,” 9-20-15

FFRF co-sponsored the 14th annual Fighting Bob Fest in Madison, Wis., on 
Sept. 19. The event commemorates Wisconsin Sen. Robert M. La Follette Sr., 
originally a Republican, who won 17% of the U.S. presidential vote in 1924 as 
the freethinking nominee of his own Progressive Party. His wife, Belle Case 
La Follette, was a leading suffragist. From left are FFRF Bookkeeper Elea-
nor McEntee, Co-President Annie Laurie Gaylor and Bill Dunn, Freethought 
Today editor. Other staffers and volunteers, including legal extern Chris Line 
(who took this photo), helped make the tabling successful.

FFRF on the road

Freethought balances Philadelphia ‘pope-mania’
Pictured outside the Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia on Rittenhouse 
Square are Hugh Taft-Morales, leader of the society, Annie Laurie Gaylor, 
co-president of the Freedom From Religion Foundation, and Margaret Downey, 
an FFRF state representative who heads the Freethought Society. Both societ-
ies cosponsored Annie Laurie Gaylor’s appearance on Sept. 24, as a balance 
to Pope Francis’ visit Sept. 26–27 to the area. Annie Laurie talked about FFRF 
action to protest the unprecedented invitation by Congress to a religious leader 
to give a joint address, then spoke about the harm of religious dogma to women 
and FFRF activism. Annie Laurie warmly thanks her hosts Margaret Downey 
and Tom Schottmiller, who surprised her with checks for their FFRF Lifetime 
Memberships at the event.

New Jersey
Co-President Dan Banker spoke Sept. 13 to the Red Bank Humanists in Red 
Bank, N.J. From left are Bob Lyons, Claudia Barr, Bill Barr, Dan, Patricia Barr 
and Eric Seldner. About 75 people attended. Dan spoke later that day to a 
similar-sized audience of the New Jersey Humanist Network in Somerset. Such 
hospitable people in Jersey, notes Dan! Dan introduced his new book Life Driven 
Purpose and discussed FFRF activities with the Metro Denver chapter Sept. 19 
at the Secular Hub. He thanks chapter leaders Scott Schneider, Claudette St-
Pierre, Hugh Cobb and Vince Borengasser. More very hospitable people!
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By Barbara G. Walker

The very first lesson that we learn 
in life is that we are utterly powerless.  
We can’t do anything for ourselves. If 
we feel the pangs of hunger, we can 
only cry until a mysteriously benevo-
lent giant woman comes and puts us to 
her breast or to a bottle. If we are in 
pain, only a giant entity can relieve us.

Unlike those powerful ones, we 
can’t walk or talk or use our hands. We 
can see things we want but can’t reach 
them without help. We must lie in our 
own filth until someone cleans us. We 
can only cry and hope that the giants 
will be kind enough to attend to our 
needs. Usually they do, and then we 
smile.  

Of course we can see here not only 
the prehistoric giants in every mythol-
ogy, but also the genesis of all later de-
ities, beginning with our human baby-
hood, when we are utterly dependent 
on others who are bigger, wiser, stron-
ger and greater than ourselves. It also 
explains why the first and oldest deity 
in every early mythology is the Moth-
er/Creatress, our first and oldest per-
ception of any beneficent divinity and 
humanity’s most basic concept of the 
power to create life, which our prim-
itive ancestors perceived as being em-
bodied only in women.  

Even before we learn to use words, 
we are keenly aware that vocal sounds 
are necessary to gain the attention of 
our caretakers. From the first instant 
of birth, we wail our protest against 
our sudden traumatic expulsion from 
our peaceful intrauterine Eden. In the 
infant’s instinctive cries we can see the 
original rationale of prayer: When you 
make sounds that the powerful ones 
can hear, you get their cooperation. 

On this simple concept are based 
all the magical formulae, addresses, 
appeals, charms, blessings and curses, 
invocations and evocations of all reli-
gious traditions, plus the incredibly 
arrogant belief that the universe has 
supreme powers willing and able to 
pay attention and obey our tiny human 
vocalizations. It gives us a completely 
false sense of our own importance, as 
well as an equally false conviction of 
our ability to influence nature.

Like babies, we feel ourselves to be 
at the center of everything. Adding to 
the foolishness of this concept, we pos-
tulate deities whose works are eternal 
and unalterable, then imagine that 
our individual wishes have the power 
to alter them. When the prayers don’t 
work, of course we must invent excus-
es: It wasn’t God’s will, or we are too 
sinful, or some demon thwarted us, or 
we didn’t use the right words. Never is 
it suggested that there aren’t any di-
vine ears listening in the first place.

To make nature amenable to our 
whims, we humans invent thousands 
of humanlike intelligences supposed-
ly in charge of events, so we can make 
things happen the way we want them 
to happen. We can talk to spirits of the 
sun, the moon, the stars, trees, crops, 
animals, ghosts, land and sea, night 
and day, health and sickness, luck and 
fortune, life and death, good and evil; 
everything has its animating force sub-
ject to human influence.

In our self-centered fear of our own 
impotence, we love to imagine our-
selves able to induce these entities to 
obey our will. We may wrap them all up 
in a single package and call it Goddess 
or God, a being willing to change the 
course of events to take care of our ev-
ery need (even though, paradoxically, 

S/He has already established it unal-
terably for all time).

How pathetic we are, thinking so 
highly of ourselves in a universe far 
more vast then we can even begin to 
imagine, mostly unknown, and certain-
ly unhuman. Power — how desperately 
we wish to claim it, and how little we 
actually have.

Submit, or else
Over the centuries, some of the 

cannier members of the human com-
munity found ways to achieve genuine 
power over their fellows, by exploiting 
naive beliefs for their own incomes 
and social prestige. Shamans, witches, 
sorcerers, mystics, priests, and other 
“spiritually enlightened” pretenders 
have made a living off the laity for 
thousands of years, sometimes provid-
ing genuine help but more often insist-
ing on meaningless, symbolic rituals 
in return for their upkeep. Once the 
believer is convinced of the necessity 
for ritual, its practice can develop ex-
ponentially, as shown by today’s inter-
national religious corporations, busily 
convincing each new generation that it 
must continue the customs forever — 
or else!

The imagined consequences of 
apostasy become correspondingly 
more dire: apocalypse, world doom, 
eternities of torture in hell. Fear of 
abandonment is the major driving 
force for the power claimed by religion 
— the same fear that haunts a helpless 
baby, knowing in his inner mind that if 

left alone, he will die.
Unfortunately, religious authorities’ 

lust for power is not satisfied merely 
by comforting the believer; it requires 
much more. Its endless greed insists on 
the conversion of ever-increasing num-
bers. Its hatred is fueled against those 
who refuse to believe, or believe dif-
ferently. When supplied with temporal 
power to wage war against the so-called 
infidel, it does so with enthusiastic 
abandon. The atrocities committed in 
religious warfare and persecutions are 
the most numerous and most vicious 
in all of human history.  While prating 
of love, many religions actually preach 
hatred — against the nonbeliever, the 
sinner, the pagan, the unconverted 
heathen, the wrong race or the wrong 
sex, which has been the female sex 
ever since the advent of monotheistic 
patriarchy.

The God of the Old Testament, 
even having supposedly said “Thou 
shalt not kill,” insisted on literally mil-
lions of massacres throughout all of 
his “sacred” books. The same God still 
insists on infidel destruction today, via 
the Quranic tradition that affirms it.

Today, the destructive lust for power 
that fuels both politics and religion has 
created a worldwide danger, a possible 
route to a real and final dissolution of 
the human race. We must do away with 
religion’s false beliefs and recognize 
our dependence on one another rath-
er than on imaginary deities. We must 
admit that, as far as we are ever likely to 
know, we are alone in the universe and 
must take better care of the only planet 
on which we can live. Ultimately, our 
survival may depend on realistic recog-
nition of our powerlessness, so that we 
can use our brains to better advantage 
and achieve real improvements in our 
lot as a species.

Science, not religion, gives us a pow-
er that is useful, and does not foster 
ignorance or hatred. May we soon tran-
scend our spiritual infancy and grow up.

Barbara G. Walker, a Lifetime Mem-
ber of FFRF, is the author of Belief and 
Unbelief, Man Made God, The Woman’s 
Encyclopedia of Myths and Secrets, Femi-
nist Fairy Tales, et al.

Deconstructing religion and power
We must do away 
with religion’s 
false beliefs and 
recognize our 
dependence 
on one another 
rather than on 
imaginary deities.

Barbara Walker

FFRF Legal assistant Calli Miller dons the latest in FFRF merchandise. Shop 
now at ffrf.org/shop.

FFRF is readying the Freethought Hall addition and renovation at its offices in 
Madison, Wis., for the Oct. 9 grand opening. Lettering identifying FFRF was 
just completed above receptionist Lisa Treu, our “director of first impressions.” 
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