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FREEDOM FROM RELIGION foundation

BoXx 750 * MADISON, WI 53701 » (608) 256-8900 * WWW.FFRF.ORG

November 15, 2013
SENT VIA U.S. MAIL & EMAIL TO: tsparks@gwisd.esc2.net

Mr. Ty Sparks

Superintendent

George West Independent School District
913 Houston St.

George West, TX 78022

Re: Open Records Request

Dear Superintendent Sparks:

I am writing on behalf of the Ireedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) to inquire about an
upcoming event scheduled to take place in George West Independent School District
(“District”). FFRF is a nationwide nonprofit organization with nearly 20,000 members across the
country including nearly 900 members in Texas. Our purpose is to protect the constitutional principle
of separation between state and church.

It is our understanding that on November 19, 2013 Justin Lookadoo is scheduled to perform at a
school or schools within the District. FFRF received complaints about the content of one of Mr.
Lookadoo’s recent performances, a performance which was divisive in the community for
allegedly containing sexist content. More information about his performance and the apology
letter sent from the school district that hosted Mr. Lookadoo can be found in multiple online
articles, including: “Controversial Speaker Fuels Firestorm At Texas High School,” CBS Local
Media (Nov. 14, 2013) available at hittp://go0.¢l/m5HZ11 and “Justin Lookadoo Has Given His
Last Talk To Richardson High School,” Dallasnews.com (Nov. 14, 2013) available at
http://goo.¢l/GZP5va.

We are aware that some Christian missionaries insinuate themselves into public schools by
camouflaging their purposes and by professing to be “experts” in some relevant secular field. It
is incumbent upon public officials to perform “due diligence” when approached by outside
groups with vested interests in pitching their messages to a captive audience of public school
students. In this case, it takes only a cursory web search to verify Lookadoo’s religious agenda
and his controversial ideas on sexuality and gender roles. It is difficult for us to see the
educational merit in hosting such a speaker. Your community possesses many secular experts,
including professionals who have experience, training, certification, and/or degrees in their
respective fields and whose presence at District events would not raise constitutional red flags.

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-Presidents



Pursuant to the Texas Public Information Act, [ request a copy of the following:

1) Any contracts or agreements between the District or any District school and Justin
Lookadoo or any other entity responsible for organizing the student assembly at which
Justin Lookadoo is scheduled to perform.

2) Any records (including emails, brochures, letters, etc.) received by District or school
administrators from Justin Lookadoo or his representatives.

3) Any records (including emails, brochures, letters, etc.) sent by District or school
administrators to Justin Lookadoo or his representatives.

If any of these records are available in electronic format, they may be provided in that format and
emailed to patrick@ffrf.org. My mailing address is PO Box 750, Madison WI 53701. If I can
provide any clarification that will help expedite attention to my request, please contact me at
608-256-8900. If the District chooses to deny this request, please respond with a written
explanation of the denial including any references to statutory exemptions or case law upon
which you rely.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

Patrick C. Elliott

Staff Attorney
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