
	

	

 
 
January 3, 2017 
 
Sent via U.S. Mail and email: media@ptt.gov 
 
The Honorable Donald J. Trump 
President-Elect 
Trump Tower 
725 5th Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
 
Re: Please take secular presidential oath of office as provided for in Constitution;  
Cancel inappropriate prayer plans at public oath-taking 
 
Dear Mr. Trump: 
 
We write on behalf of more than 70 million nonreligious Americans, including our 
organization’s 25,000 members, to respectfully ask you to leave religion out of the official, 
public inauguration. Specifically, we request that you take the oath of office as provided for in 
Art. 2, Sect. 1 of the U.S. Constitution, and also keep the public ceremony prayer-free. 
 
Presidential oath is secular. The framers of our entirely secular Constitution thought the 
presidential oath so important that they composed and included it in the Constitution itself. 
Notably, the presidential oath contains no directive to swear to a deity or to place a hand on a 
bible. It reads: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of 
President of the United States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the 
Constitution of the United States.” We Americans should all take pride in the fact that we were 
first among nations to adopt a godless Constitution, investing sovereignty not in some deity or 
king, but in “We, the People.”  
 
In the wake of the divisive election, on Nov. 9 you laudably vowed to work to unite this nation: 

 
Now it’s time for America to bind the wounds of division . . . it is time for us to come 
together as one united people. It is time. I pledge to every citizen of our land that I will be 
President for all of Americans, and this is so important to me. 

 
You can help honor that pledge on Jan. 20 by signaling that you are the president of all the 
people regardless of religious belief or disbelief. Invoking a god only some citizens worship 
signals exclusion of the 23 percent of adult Americans today who identify as nonreligious. The 
“Nones” are the fastest-growing segment by religious identification in the United States, as Pew 
Research Center has well-documented. Nearly 30 percent of Americans overall is non-Christian, 
either practicing a minority religion, as does your daughter, Ivanka, and son-in-law, or no 
religion at all. About 44 percent of Millennials — born after 1981 — is non-Christian and of 
these, 35 percent is nonreligious. More and more U.S. citizens object to our civic leaders 
injecting divisive religion into politics.  
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Taking the oath as prescribed without religious embroidery would put you in good company. 
Contrary to popular belief, George Washington did not add the religious words to the oath. No 
president added religious verbiage for nearly a century. Neither Washington, Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, Monroe, Adams, Jackson, etc., added the words “so help me God.” (For further 
documentation, please see the attached letter, originally sent to the National Park Service 
managing Federal Hall, the site of Washington’s inauguration, explaining the history of the 
secular oath and how it became adulterated by divisive religious language.)   
 
The “so help me God” tradition violates the spirit of our secular Constitution in the very act of 
promising to uphold it. The Constitution prohibits rather than mandates religious oaths.  
In its altered, religious form, the oath has become a symbol of the disregard many in our nation 
have shown for our secular constitutional principles. Reciting the presidential oath in its original 
form would be an important symbolic step toward divorcing American politics from religion.  
 
We would respectfully suggest that instead of placing your hand on the bible while taking the 
oath, you place it on the U.S. Constitution, the document that unites us all under that hallowed 
mantle, “We the People.” 
 
Prayer at oath-taking likewise improperly injects religion into a secular ceremony. It is 
reported that you are populating the oath-taking public event with numerous clergy, including 
Rev. Franklin Graham, Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Rabbi Marvin Hier and others, such as the 
controversial “prosperity” preacher Paula White, pastor of New Destiny Christian Center, who 
was once the subject of a Senate probe for operating a scam. If you wished to hold a private 
religious convocation to personally celebrate your inauguration with religion, of course we 
would have no objection based on the Establishment Clause. (We might question your taste in 
ultra-conservative clergy.) But we and our membership do most strenuously object to turning a 
secular event into a religious circus. You were not elected pastor in chief, but president of all the 
people. Prayer hosted by the government should not be part of taking a ceremony about pledging 
fealty to a secular Constitution.  
 
Our message to you is, as it is to public officials everywhere:  Get off your knees and get to 
work, using reason, compassion and the Constitution — not religion — as your guide. 
 
Very truly, 
 

 
 
 
 

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor 
Co-Presidents 
 
Enclosure 
 
 




