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July 9, 2015

SENT VIA U.S. MAIL AND EMAIL:
steve.pearce@mail.house.gov

The Honorable Stevan Pearce

United States Congress

2" District of New Mexico

2432 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20003

Re: Mission trip to Belarus
Dear Representative Pearce:

1 am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation regarding your recent “diplomatic™
trip to Belarus. One of your constituents alerted us to this trip. FFRF is a national nonprofit
organization with more than 22,500 members across the country, including more than 200 members
in New Mexico. FFRF’s purpose is to protect the constitutional principle of separation between state
and church.

We understand you traveled to Belarus and, while addressing the Belarusian Parliament, talked about
“the Holy Bible and its role in the founding of the United States.”' Specifically, you “talked about
how biblical concepts of truth, honesty, fairness, trust and hope—the underpinnings of the U.S.
Constitution—can benefit the country that was once a part of the Soviet Union.” In one interview,
you claimed that you spoke to “them about truth and trust and those basically come from the Ten
Commandments.” These statements are indefensible.

We further understand that this trip included personnel from Capitol Ministries—a religious ministry
that claims you as a Congressional sponsor and which is dedicated to evangelizing political leaders.’
Indeed, acting less as a Congressman and more as a minister, you apparently asked Parliament to
attend bible studies.” According to your email, “among other efforts, the Capitol Ministries team is
working to establish a discipleship Bible-teaching Bible study for national leaders.” We also
understand that CM personnel pitched the bible class developed by Steve Green of Hobby Lobby and
exposed as counter-factual, highly evangelical, ahistorical, and completely inappropriate for public
schools in the U.S.

Abuse of your public office?

According to news reports your “congressional credentials cleared the way for him to deliver his
speech. But for Pearce, his visit to Parliament was a missions trip.”® Regardless of whether the trip
was paid for by Capitol Ministries, Belarus did not view this as a private trip. Belarusian State media
covered the trip with language that unmistakably indicates official congressional travel and the
fostering of an official diplomatic relationship:
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Belarus is interested in maintaining a full partnership with the United States. This was said on
May 28 at a meeting of the Council of the Republic Chairman Mikhail Myasnikovich with a
US delegation. It included representatives of the US Congress...”

That same report notes that you made representations of behalf the United States and its military:
“[o]f course, the United States appreciates the peacekeeping mission of Belarus in the settlement of
the Ukrainian conflict. Our country is ready to join the process. We will discuss all this in the
Congress, after our delegation returns to America.”®

Those representations and the perceived official nature of you visit mixed with overt proselytizing
raise serious constitutional concerns. For the sake of transparency and in the spirit of open
government we ask that you release all communications between yourself, your congressional staff,
Capitol Ministries, and Belarusian officials regarding this trip.

Public officials cannot use public offices to pave the way for religious proselytizing. The Supreme
Court has also held that public officials may not seek to advance or promote religion, specifically
stating, “If there is any fixed star in our constitutional constellation, it is that no official, high or petty,
can prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, or other matters of opinion or
force citizens to confess by word or act their faith therein.” W. Va. Bd. of Educ. v. Barnette, 319 U.S.
624, 642 (1943).

Biblical concepts did not influence the American founding.
You preached to the Belarusian Parliament about the “biblical concepts of truth, honesty, fairness,
trust and hope™ and that “truth and trust ... basically come from the Ten Commandments.”

These principles are—without doubt—not biblical principles and certainly not rooted in the Ten
Commandments. These are universal, human principles that virtually every human—Christian or
otherwise—knows. Even the Ten Commandments were not telling the Israelites something they
didn’t already know. Surely you aren’t contending that the chosen people thought that lying was
perfectly acceptable before a burning bush told them otherwise?

To claim that your particular brand of religion is responsible for universal human values is simply
ignorance married to arrogance. It’s shameful that it was delivered by a representative of “We the
people” to the representatives of another nation.

Hobby Lobby bible curriculum is fundamentally flawed.

The historical, factual, and proselytizing probfems with this defective curriculum have been well-
documented by FFRF, the ACLU, Americans United, and biblical scholars.” We need not reiterate
the copious flaws here, other than to note that you are advocating a curriculum that has been rejected
in American public schools be taught to the students of Belarus.

But as a deeply religious man or at least as a man who wishes to appear deeply religious to his
constituents, you should know that even from a religious standpoint this course is wrong. The people
who developed the course were not even familiar with the language of the Ten Commandments. For
instance, the textbook asks, “What is God like?” and gives only positive attributes and not the
negative ones. When this was pointed out, the head of curriculum development, Jerry Pattengale,
wrote a stunning response: “the Bible doesn’t list any, and these [positive attributes) are in [the]
section representing what the text says.”'® Pattengale should have reread the Ten Commandments
before making his list of attributes. According to the Ten Commandments, God himself says “the



LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third
and fourth generation.” Exodus 20:5. Not only does God admit that he is jealous, he promises to
punish innocent children for the crimes of their parents in the Ten Commandments. God repeats
himself, in the second set of Ten Commandments in Exodus 34:18, and elsewhere in the bible,
Deuteronomy 4:24, 5:9, 6:15 and Joshua 24:19 to name a few.

Incidentally, is that where “truth, honesty, fairness, trust and hope” are located in the Ten
Commandments, in you god’s declaration of his jealousy and his promise to punish innocent
children? Or is it in the commandments that allow slavery (Exodus 20:10, 17), that treat women as
chattel, and criminalize thought (both in Exodus 20:17)?

In the future, please be more careful with what you say. [f you genuinely value truth, you might
consider speaking it once in a while.

Sincerely,

Andrew L. Seidel
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