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Mr. Grover,

I write this letter in response to your public records request dated September 3, 2014.
Your request focuses on records related to John Powell and the University of Mississippi
football program from 2010 through the present.

Mississippi law requires me to provide you an estimate for gathering and reviewing the
information requested. To that end, I have performed a preliminary review to determine
the cost to provide you the information you seek.

From information already gathered in conducting this preliminary review, I can provide
you the following responsive information without additional expense.

e In Request Number 6, you seek “job postings or job descriptions concerning
Football Program chaplains or any other position primarily revolving around the
spiritual development of football players.” I have confirmed that no such
documents exist.Mr. Powell is an employee of the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes, not the University of Mississippi. The University does not employee
anyone whose job duties include the spiritual development of football players.

e My preliminary review revealed that Mr. Powell first began working with student-
athletes at Ole Miss in 2012. So to save you expense, | will limit my search to
responsive documents after 2011.

e In Request Number 1 you seek “All football Program, University, or Athletic
Department policies concerning coach or clergy-led prayers before athletic
competitions, practices, or team function.” I have not identified any policies that
specifically address coach or clergy-led prayer. You may find University-wide
policies on the University’s policy directory at
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https://secure4.olemiss.edu/umpolicyopen/index.jsp. Among those policies, you

will find the University’s policy that prohibits discrimination based upon religion,

among other things (see Non-Discrimination & Complaint Procedure, Policy
Number 10000632). This policy also provides a complaint procedure for those
who believe they have been discriminated against on the basis of religion.

I have checked with our Equal Opportunity office as well as with athletics
administrators, and no football student-athletes have complained of religious
discrimination under the above policy or complained informally to athletics
administrators.

In Request Number 2, you seek information about religious activities hosted or
led by Mr. Powell. Inmy initial review I learned that Mr. Powell leads a weekly
meeting on Sundays, also known as a Fellowship of Christian Athletes “huddle.”
The time for this meeting is determined by Mr. Powell and the football student-
athletes who participate in Fellowship of Christian Athletes, a recognized student
organization. As with other recognized student organizations, this meeting takes

place on campus. Participation is voluntary and the meeting is open to the public.

The meeting is not led by University employees, although some employees
attend. In the typical week, between twenty and thirty football student-athletes
attend out of a roster of about 125 student-athletes.

I hope you find this information helpful. To fully respond to your request will require us
to review the records for more than forty people, including the entire football staff and
several other athletics department employees. This will require considerable time and
effort. Once the records are gathered, we will also have to review them to determine
which of the records are exempt from disclosure or protected from disclosure by
applicable privacy laws. Our preliminary estimate to compile and review responsive
documents is $750.00. Please forward to my attention payment in that amount, and we
will gather, review, and provide responsive information to you.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,
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General unsel and
Chief of Staff to the Chancellor
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