FREEDOM FROM RELIGION foundation

P.O. BOX 750 - MADISON., WI 53701 - (608) 256-8900 * WWW.FFRF.ORG

November 7, 2016

Margaret Von Lienen

Internal Revenue Service

Exempt Organizations Examination Office
1100 Commerce St

MC 4910 DAL

Dallas TX 75242

Dear Ms. Von Lienen:

I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) to alert you to
illegal campaign intervention by the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in San
Diego, California. FFRF is a national nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting the
constitutional principle of separation of state and church. We represent over 23,500
members across the country including over 3,000 members in California.

FFRF has been informed by many concerned citizens that the October 16™ church
bulletin distributed by Immaculate Conception Catholic Church included a flier that
stated (in English and in Spanish): “It is a mortal sin to vote Democrat ... immediately
after death the souls of those who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell.”

While a spokesperson from the Roman Catholic Diocese of San Diego claims that the
pastor did not approve of or insert the October 16th flier, Father Richard Perozich
admitted to the New York Daily News that he wrote an article inserted into the October
30" bulletin entitled *Voting Catholic,” which suggested Secretary Clinton is influenced
by Satan.! He also admitted to the newspaper that he teaches congregants they will go to
hell if they vote Democrat.

These distributions by the church have been widely reported, including in a story posted
by the Washington Post last week: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-
mix/wp/2016/11/04/mortal-sin-to-vote-democratic-says-san-diego-catholic-church-
linking-hillary-clinton-to-satan/

IRS regulations specify that 501(c)(3) organizations, which include churches and other
religious organizations, are prohibited from “[participating in or intervening in]...any
political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for public office.”
Rev. Rul. 2007-41, 2007-25 [.R.B. (June 28, 2007). While leaders of churches or

' http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/san-diego-church-flyer-voting-democrats-mortal-sin-article-
1.2857231
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religious organizations may express their opinions on political matters as individuals,
they are precluded from making “partisan comments in official organization publications
or at official functions of the organization.” Id

FFRF respectfully requests that the IRS commence an immediate investigation to
determine whether the church violated regulations that prohibit it from participating in
and/or intervening in a political campaign. The IRS should take appropriate action to
remedy any violations that occurred or which continue to occur.

Thank you in advance for your time and attention to this matter.

incerely,

&4i=s

Rebecca S. Markert
Staff Attorney



