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September 12, 2018

Sent via Mail and email to mike@mikehuckabee.com
DavidBossie@citizensunited.org

Mike Huckabee

and David Bossie

Citizens United

1006 Pennsylvania Ave SE
Washington, DC 20003

Re: Cease & Desist distributing dishonest letter smearing the Freedom From
Religion Foundation

Dear Mr. Huckabee and Mr. Bossie:

We are in possession of a fundraising letter devoted entirely to attacking the
Freedom From Religion Foundation that Mr. Huckabee wrote for the Citizens
United Foundation. The undated letter runs to ten pages and includes a request for
a minimum donation of $22 and a petition that recipients are to sign and return to
Citizens United. The letter states that it will be mailed to 2 million Americans.

This letter serves as our formal request to immediately cease and desist
disseminating your letter, which is not simply dishonest, but contains patently false
statements that damage, and are intended to damage, the reputation of the
Freedom From Religion Foundation.

Worse yet, through this dishonesty and fear-mongering, you're striving to build up a
$44 million theocratic war chest. In other words, Mr. Huckabee, Mr. Bossie, and
Citizens United are seeking to cash in by damaging the Freedom From Religion
Foundation’s reputation.

In one sense, we are flattered. You recognize that, when it comes to fighting to
uphold the Constitution, FFRF and our legal team have “done more than just about
any other group.”

Dan Barker and Annic Laurie Gaylor, Co-Presidents



It's nice to have our accomplishments recognized. It's even somewhat gratifying to
be feared by adversaries. Mr. Huckabee admits candidly that he is afraid of FFRF:
“quite frankly, that’'s why I'm so afraid.” FFRF is indeed proud of our considerable
legal achievements to buttress the constitutional principle of separation between
state and church that have inspired such alleged “fear.”

However, your letter is also overflowing with lies, disinformation and
misstatements. The biggest lie appears on page two and is repeated thirteen times
in various iterations: “The Freedom from Religion Foundation has launched a
Campaign for an Atheist America that has one goal -- to erase any trace of
America’s Christian Heritage from the public square.” Both the lie and the
emphasis are your own.

FFRF has launched no such campaign, yet you mention it and underline it in the
letter fourteen times. You even indicate that you are familiar with various stages of
the campaign: “Urgent action is needed to stop the Freedom from Religion
Foundation’s newest and most frightening plan -- the next phase of their Campaign
for an Atheist America.”

Mr. Huckabee, Mr. Bossie, and Citizens United cannot claim that this was simply
creative hyperbole or mere opinion. Your letter is explicit: “The Freedom from
Religion Foundation’s Campaign for an Atheist America is real ...”
(Underline original, bold italics ours.) No, the campaign is not real. We would say
that it's a figment of your fearful imagination, but it appears clear that this is a
deliberate lie meant to manipulate people into donating to Citizens United.

In another lie, you write: “In Ohio, the Freedom from Religion Foundation sued to
prohibit the Star of David from being displayed at a new Holocaust Memorial.”
FFRF never sued over this memorial. FFRF simply wrote a letter suggesting that a
secular memorial on Capitol grounds was more appropriate and inclusive than a
sectarian memorial. Painting an artistic suggestion as an anti-Semitic lawsuit
deliberately and dishonestly casts FFRF in a negative light.

Then there is this absurd and harmful paragraph:

To the Freedom from Religion Foundation you and I are “narrow minded”

because we still believe in “old fashioned” Religious Values. Since you and 1
don’t think that things like pornography and crosses in urine are “art,” they
firmly believe that they must sue the Heartland into accepting these things.



My friend, I find these things utterly disgusting. And I believe that you and
most Americans do too.

The clear implication here is that FFRF has sued to force people to accept
pornography and crosses in urine as art, an indefensible claim devoid of any basis in
reality. While FFRF has sued on free speech grounds — such as when Texas
Governor Greg Abbott censored our display featuring the Bill of Rights — we have
never brought a lawsuit about pornography or urine-soaked crosses, much less one
that forced people to accept them as art. More obviously, lawsuits can’t do that. The
only time FFRF has even mentioned pornography in any context is to point out that
the bible is filled with pornographic, woman-hating imagery.

While statements of opinion are not libel by definition, your letter makes many
statements that purport to be factual but are actually lies. Those statements injure

FFRF’s reputation, and are intended to injure that reputation. As such, they are
libel.

You'll notice, for instance, that we do not take legal issue with some of the
statements in the “Restore the Heartland” Petition attached to the letter. The

statements are absurd, inflammatory, and wrong, but probably do not rise to the
level of libel.

The goal of this petition is to “provide communities . . . with thousands of signed
Petitions and help them stand up to the bullies at the Freedom from Religion
Foundation.” Frankly, this strategy is ridiculous. It amounts to arguing that a local
government should “ignore those angry out-of-town atheists and listen to us angry
out-of-town Christians instead.” It's a strategy devoid of logic and fails to tip the
balance in your favor because, however many signatures you receive, FFRF has the
Constitution — and the Enlightenment — on our side. We fight to safeguard and
enforce the First Amendment, while you rally a mob to violate it.

Finally, we note also that My, Huckabee is using letterhead that says “From the
Desk of Mike Huckabee, Governor of Arkansas, 1996-2007,” to promote religion,
fundraise for a private organization, and libel another private organization. If not
illegal, such usage of his formenr office is certainly unethical.

Given the outright lies in your letter and the damage it has done to the Freedom
From Religion Foundation’s reputation, we are asking that you immediately stop



circulating, disseminating or otherwise publicizing this letter or other lies about the
Freedom From Religion Foundation.

We look forward to your thoughts.

Very truly,

TR Borkar (puaa: daswn Gaglor

Dan Barker & Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-presidents
Freedom From Religion Foundation



