
 

 

 
Mr. Eric Trump        February 1, 2018 
725 Fifth Avenue  
New York, NY 10022 
 
Dear Mr. Trump: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation to correct some 
erroneous comments you made yesterday. FFRF is a national nonprofit with more 
than 31,000 members across the country. We protect the constitutional principle of 
separation between state and church, and educate the public on matters relating to 
nontheism. 
 
In a January 31 appearance on Fox & Friends, you argued that “In God We Trust” is 
a principle that guides and unifies Americans: 

I mean, they [congressional Democrats] didn’t stand for anything. When he 
said “In God We Trust” — when my father mentioned “In God We Trust,” the 
guiding principle of this country, no one stood. … I think it’s actually very sad, 
I think it’s sad. There are things as Americans we should be united on and if 
we can’t be united on God ....1 

You didn’t seem to complete this thought, which is perhaps just as well given its 
ahistorical incoherence. Americans are not now, nor have we even been, “united on 
God.”  
 
Religion is divisive. It may unite believers of the same stripe, but it deliberately 
excludes all others and often calls for worse. An early Wisconsin Supreme Court 
justice put it eloquently: “There is no such source and cause of strife, quarrel, fights, 
malignant opposition, persecution, and war, and all evil in the state, as religion. Let 
it once enter our civil affairs, our government would soon be destroyed.” Weiss v. 
District Board, 44 N.W. 967, 981 (1890) (Orton, J. concurring). 
 
The founders chose to keep state and church separate precisely because religion is 
divisive and they were seeking to build a pluralistic nation. They didn’t build that 
nation or secure our freedom with theology or cheap religious slogans, but with a 
document that puts all power in us, in We the People. Anything less would have been 
un-American.  

                                            
1 See https://youtu.be/YplxqMCMEgk.  



 

 

 
And it worked. America is becoming more religiously diverse with each passing year. 
Now, nearly one-quarter or Americans, 24%, are religiously unaffiliated and nearly 
30% are non-Christians, either practicing a minority religion or no religion at all.2 
Younger Americans are not just religiously unaffiliated, they are largely atheist or 
agnostic. A recent survey found that 21 percent of Americans born after 1999 are 
atheist or agnostic.3 
 
Americans are not “united by God,” quite the opposite. When “under God” was added 
to our previously secular Pledge of Allegiance in 1954, religion literally divided “one 
nation, indivisible.” To invoke religion or god using an office that belongs to “We the 
People” is to sever, split, and segregate this nation. Religion divides America.  
 
When looking for guiding principles, the U.S. Constitution is far more instructive 
than the trite motto you and your father revere. Our godless Constitution only 
mentions religion three times, all exclusionary:  

1. It bans religious tests for public office, 
2. It prohibits the government from aligning with one religion over another 

or with religion over nonreligion, and 
3. It guarantees the freedom of thought and belief.  

In other words, the Constitution keeps gods out of the business of government and 
government out of the business of worshipping gods. 
 
The idea that we “trust” in a god is not a founding principle, rather, like “under God,” 
it is a recent addition to the national vernacular. It was added to coins in 1863 and 
paper currency in 1956, both times of national peril when people were more 
concerned with the country tearing itself apart, and not focused on a few zealots 
putting their god on our money.  
 
Your father’s newfound religion bears a striking resemblance to these two pious 
idioms. All three are ostentatious, nominally ecumenical, and politically profitable. As 
with most of those who adopt a utilitarian political religion, your father’s ignorance 
(e.g., his inability to name a single bible verse and the “Two Corinthians” gaffe) lives 
alongside a compulsive need to mention “God” in public addresses. The great Edward 
                                            
2 Robert P. Jones & Daniel Cox, America’s Changing Religious Identity, Public Religion Research Institute (Sept. 6, 2017), 
available at www.prri.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/PRRI-Religion-Report.pdf.  
3 Atheism Doubles Among Generation Z, The Barna Group (Jan. 24, 2018), https://www.barna.com/research/atheism-
doubles-among-generation-z/. 



 

 

Gibbon diagnosed this affliction back in 1776, writing that the various religions in 
ancient Rome were “all considered by the people, as equally true; by the philosopher, 
as equally false; and by the magistrate, as equally useful.” 
 
Your father uses religion as a political weapon, his ignorant piety so many crumbs fed 
to a credulous voting bloc. This is, of course, as much their fault as his. Perhaps more. 
They are willing to be lied to and happily trade their self-proclaimed occupation of the 
moral high ground for terrain adjacent to the power of the office your father now 
occupies. They’d rather bask in the reflected glory of a secular office established by a 
godless constitution than attempt to protect their religion from the taint of politics. 
They’ve forgotten the words of James Madison, the Father of our Constitution: 

Every new & successful example . . . of a perfect separation between 
ecclesiastical and civil matters, is of importance. And I have no doubt that 
every new example, will succeed, as every past one has done, in showing that 
religion and government will both exist in greater purity, the less they are 
mixed together.4 

If your father wants to unite this nation, if he wants to be a serious leader and not a 
pandering hairdo, he should work on being a president to all American including 
atheists, agnostics, the nonreligious, nonbelievers and non-Christians of every stripe 
and of every color. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew L. Seidel 
Constitutional Attorney 
Freedom From Religion Foundation 
 
 

                                            
4 Letter to Edward Livingston, July 10, 1822. 


