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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN

FREEDOM FROM RELIGION
FOUNDATION, INC.; ANNIE LAURIE
GAYLOR, and DAN BARKER

Plaintiffs, -
V. ‘ Case No. 11 CV 0626
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; TIMOTHY
GEITHNER, in his official capacity; and
DOUGLAS SHULMAN, in his official

capacity,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF DAN BARKER

I, Dan Barker, do hereby declare, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, under penalty of perjury,

that the following facts set forth below are true and correct to the best of my knowledge:

1. I am one of the individual Plaintiffs in the above-captioned matter, along with
Annie Laurie Gaylor.
2. I am a federal taxpayer who objects to the allowance of preferential and

discriminatory tax benefits under the Internal Revenue Code (“IRC”), including income tax
exemptions for housing allowances paid as part of compensation to ministers of the gospel.
3. Annie Laurie Gaylor, my wife, and I are the co-Presidents of The Freedom from

Religion Foundation (“FFRF”).
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4. Ms. Gaylor and I have each received a designated housmg allowance from our
employer, FFRF, designated by the FFRF Executlve Council, FFRF’s governing body.

5. The FFRF Executive Council first designated housing allowances for Ms. Gaylor
and me in August of2011. The Executive Council deéigna,tcd th§: amount of $4,500 frbm each of
~ our salaries yet to be paid in 2011. |

6. In addition, FFRF designated the amount of $13,200 from each of the salaries of
Ms. Gaylor and me to be paid in 2012 as a housing allowance. The designated housing
allowances were established for each month at $1,100.

7. On October 12, 2012, the FFRF Executive Counc}il renewe_d its prior houSing
allowance resolution, designating the amount of $15,000 to be paid in 2013 as a designated
housing allowance. |

8. The housing allowances designated by FFRF for Ms. Gaylor and me were intended
to approximate okur actual housing expenses.

9. The housing eﬁpenses for Ms. Gaylor and me for 2012 total approximately
$26,072, including $14,522 as mortgage payments and $7,767 as property taxes.

10. -~ Housing expenses for Ms. Gaylor and me for 2011 totaled approximately $26,136,
including $14,552 as mortgage payments and $7,444 as property taxes.

11.  Ihave not excluded my housing allowance because Section 107 of the IRC is only
available to ministers of the gospel. I would exclude my housing allowance from reported
income, not to exceed the reasonable expenées of my housing or the fair rental value of my home,

whichever is less, if Section 107 of the IRC and implementing regulations so allowed.
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12. - Thave long considered the exemption allowed only to .ministers to be
discriminatory and unfair, which is made clear by FFRF’s designation of a housing allowance
which Ms. Gaylor and T cannot exclude frofn our reported income.

| 13. Tam aware that the Government insinuates that I may qualify as a religious
minister, but I know of no legitimate facts that would support taking the exemption under Section
107 of the IRC.  Ifind it ironic and coercive, in fact, that the Government apparently expects me
~ to identify as a religious minister, contrary to my views about religion, in order to qualify for a
government benefit.

14. - The Government, in any event, misapprehends the purpose and activities of FFRF,
including the activities performed by me.

15.  The principal purpose of FFRF is to promote the constitutional principle of
separation of state and church and to educate the public on matters related to non-theistic beliefs,
which purposes do not involve ministry services. (Exhibit 1, at 1, which is a true and correct copy
of the Bylaws of FFRF.)

- 16. FFRF also is not a church, and I am not a minister ordained by FFRF, nor is FFRF a
religious organization operating under the authority of a church or religious denomination.

17.  The Government ignores that a substantial part of the work of FFRF is to promote
the constitutional principle of separation of state and church, including by advocacy, education,
and litigation. FFRF’s concern with state/church entanglement is paramount. (See Exhibit 2,
FFRF 2012 Year in Review, describing representative activities of the Foundation, FFRF’S
website also includes answers to frequently asked questions relating to state/church violations.

See Exhibit 3, a true and correct copy of FAQ page from FFRF’s website.)
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18.  FFREF’s promotion of the separation of state and church does not constitute the
practice of religion and it is not based on a belief system parallel to that of traditionally religious -
persons. FFRF has no doctrinal premises, except the U.S. Constitution and other secular laws.
FFRF as an organization, espouses and promotes no formal belief in doctrine beyond the wording
of the First Amendment.

19. . FFREF also is not based on a belief system that is “parallel to that filled by God in
traditionally religious persons,” and FFRF has not “taken a position on divinity.” FFRF’s Bylaws
expressly refer to nontheism, and is open to agnostics and deists, as well as positive atheists (ie.,
there is no God), a,nd negative atheists (do not believe there is a God). FFREF’s position is based
on free thought, which is not a doctrine, and in fact, FFRF is not correctly described as an atheist
organization.

20. Nonetheless, it must be recognized that atheism does not have a body of dogma,
tenets, or sacred writings. Atheism also is not a belief system, unlike Christianity (theistic) or
Buddhism (nontheistic). Atheism is not ;1 belief at all — it is the absence of belief. FFRF, for its
part, also does not subscribe to any belief system, but rather advocates freedom from a belief
system.

21.  Atheism also has no denominational, or even congregational organization or
structure. It is not like the Catholic religion, or Judaism, which have an organizational existence
and a substantive dogma. Atheism has no status or existence as an entity.

22..  FFREF, simply put, is not a church, and it is not a religious organization operating
under the authority of a church or religious denomination. FFREF is a legal entity created for

educational purposes, but it is not a church, nor does it operate under the authority of a church.,
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23.  Nordo I perform services in the exercise of'a ministry on behalf of FFRF. I am not
a “duly ordained, commissioned, or licensed minister” of FFRF, and no higher atheistic boay
oversees FFRF, or ordains, commissions, or licenses ministers to perform ministry.

24. Ms. Gaylor and I also do not conduct religious worship, or perform sacerdotal
functions based on the tenets and practices of a particular religious body constituting a church or
denomination. The Government implies that the tenets and practices of atheism reco gnize
sacerdotal functions and forms of religious worship, but that is not true. = Atheism does not
recognize any sacerdotal functions, or forms of reiigious worship — and FFRF does not have any
such tenets or orthodoxy. For my part, I have officiated at secular weddings, approximately one
per year, which I do personally, at no charge, and not representing FFRF. - This is not a service
offered by FFRF, Which takes no position on marriage. FFRF does not perform marriages and it
is not authorized in FFRF’s Bylaws, resolutions, or otherwise. = (I note that Ms. Gaylor has never
performed a wedding.)

=285, Dé—baptismal certificates sold by FFRF also do not constitute sacerdotal functions.
These are not official documents, nor are they issued as an official function. The de-baptismal
certificates are offered as a tongue-in-cheek way to bring attention to opting out of religion, not as
areligious exercise. They can be purchased, not awarded, and they are available to anyone, not
just FFRF members. (I again note that Ms. Gaylor does not sign these certificates.) FFRF also
does not keep track of who buys the certificates and they are not recorded as any official record.

26.  Sacerdotal functions, by definition, are those performed by humans who
purportedly stand between humans and God. The concept of sacerdotalism implicitly requires a

belief in God and there is no such thing as an atheistic sacerdotal function. Even if sacerdotal is
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given an imprecise meaning that corresponds to a solemn official ceremony, moreover, FFRF
recognizes no such ceremonies, occasions, or official functions.

27. My role as a co-President of FFRF, I further note, does not constitute any
ordination, commissioning, or licensing as a minister. The functions of the president of FFRF do
not include any such ordination, or authorization to perform sacerdotal functions or worship. |
(See Exhibit 1 at pg. 2, stating that “the President of the Foundation shall serve as executive
director of the Foundation. = The executive director shall be responsible for press releases, at least
ten (10) periodiéals annually, filing of couﬁ suité, minor policy matters, correspondence and other
office routine.”) |

28. As far as FFRF is concerned, it simply does not have the attributes of a church that
are considered defining by the IRS.

29.  FFRF does not have a recognized creed or form of worship.

30.  FFRF does not have any ecclesiastical government responsible for doctrinal
interpretation and enforcement.

31.-  FFRF does not have a formal code of doctrine and discipline applicable to
members.

32.  FFRF does not have a distinct religious history; on the contrary, FFRF has
consistently presented itself to the public as a distinctly secular organization that is opposed to
governmental estabiishment of religion.

33.  FFREF does not have an organization of ordained ministers and it does not have any
prescribed course of study leading to ordination as a minister.

34.  FFRF does not engage in worship and has no established place of worship.

35.  FFRF does not have congregants and does not conduct regular religious services.
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36. - FFRF does not provide religious instruction for children and has no school for the
preparation of ministers.

37.+FF RF,’ in short, does not have the recognized attributes of a church, including a
body of “believers or communicants” that assemble regularly in order to worship.

38. Ms. Gaylor and I also aré not recognized as spiritual leaders; as noted, FFRF
consistently presents itself to the public as a secular organization, without spiritual or mystical
leaders, just like other nonprofit 1eadership; such as the American Red Cross, the ACLU, the
Republican Party, etc. |

39.  The Government’s reference to Anne Nicol Gaylor as “Madison’s Favorite
Religious Leader,” moreover, badly misconstrues irony for fact. The Madison Magazine “award”
cited by the Government was not a bona fide acknowledgement that Anne Nicol Gaylor was
viewed in Madison as a spiritual leader. Understood in local context, this was intended as irony,
in response to Anne Nicol Gaylor’s unbroken and documented record of opposing state
establishments of religion.

.40. - Tam ultimately ane of no facts that would qualify Ms. Gaylor or me as ministers
for purposes of the exclusion allowed by Section 107 of the IRC. The Government concedes,
however, that I would have to establish the elements necessary to qualify for the exclusion, which
requires that a minister pérform religious funCtiohs pursuant to the organiZed tenets ahd creed of a
church or religious denomination. Atheism does not have such tenets, FFRF is not a church or
religious organization, and I am not a religious leader.

41. I would claim the exclusion for the housing allowance designated by FFRF if I was
legitimately qualified to do so, but I am not. Accordingly, Ms. Gaylor and I have not claimed the

-exclusion for fear of disallowance and penalty by the IRS.
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42, | Finally, I note that the Government does not claim that Ms, Gaylor and I actually
qualify as ministers of the gospel, nor does the Government claim that the IRS would allow our
exclusion. Based on the facts as I know them to be, I could not honestly, and consistent with
good conscience, claim the exclusion as compensation from FFRF for services as a minister.

43, I cannot claim the exclusion, including because I do not perform services for a
church or religious organization; I am not ordained; commissioned, or licensed by FFRF as a
minister; I do not perforni sacerdotal functions or worship prescribed by the tenets of FFRF; 1
have no congregation or church where I provide religious services; and most important, I simply

do not perform religious functions for FFRF.

AW
Dated this ( %g “day of July, 2013.

L

Notice of Electronic Filing and Setvice

[ hereby certify that on July ;_Q, 2013, this document was filed electronically in accordance with the ECF
procedures of the United States District Court, Western District of Wisconsin; under Rule 5(d)(1), Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure. All parties who are represented and have consented to service of electronically filed documents
are served upon receipt of the NEF from the electronic filing system.

To the best of my knowledge, there are no parties in-this:case that require service by means other than electronic
service using the Court’s NEF, The original document on file with the filing party contains valid ofiginal

signatures.

FADOCS\WDM26318\23\A 1699265, DOCX
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EXHIBIT

,Ffeedom From Religion Foundation,Ine. =~ - ¢ ER N ,

Bylaws Adopted Apnl 1978 Last modified October 2011

: Artlcle I Name : ' g ' :
The name of this corporatlon is the Freedom From Rehglon F oundatlon Inc., heremafter
referred to as The Foundatron : ,

Article IT: Purpose R ‘ - SRR :

The Foundation has been organlzed as a non-profit corporatron under the laws of the State of
Wisconsin (Chapter 181 of the Wrsconsm Statutes) to operate on a non-profit basis for the promouon
of the constitutional principle of separat1on of state and church and to educate the pubhc on matters
related to nontherstlc behefs ' :

Article III: Membershrp '

Section 1. The membership shall consrst of 1nd1v1duals who support the purposes of The
Foundation as defined in Article II. ' :

Section 2. Categorles of membership shall be regular, household gung—ho sustaining,
sponsor student, and life. Memberships shall become effective upon receipt of dues The amount of
dues shall be set by the Executive Coungil.

Sect1on 3. Notices that membershrp payments are due shall be sent to all members from the
national office in the month before membershrps are due to expire.

Section 4. Any member who is in arrears of dues for a period of sixty (60) days Wlll be
ineligible to vote at any meeting and cannot serve on the Board of D1rectors or Executlve Councrl
until such arrears are fully paid.

~ Section'5. There shall be an annual meéting of mernbers to be held at such time and place as
fixed by the Executive Council. The meeting may be held outside Wisconsin, within the contiguous
United States. At least sixty (60) days’ written notice of the annual meeting shall be given each
member. An agenda shall be provided at least fourteen (14) days in advance of the meeting.

Section 6. The duties of the membershlp shall be to elect the Board of Directors and to
consider such pohcy matters as shall be timely and approprrate and to make recommendations to the
Board of Directors or the Executive Council.

Section 7. There shall be one vote per individual member A household membershlp entltles
~ holders to two (2) votes. : :

- Sectlon 8. Members whose actions and/or statements demonstrate positions contrary to the
goals and purposes of the Corporatlon may be removed from the membershlp by approval ofa
majorlty of the officers of the Executive Council.

Section 9. The Executive Council shall have the authorrty to reject the renewal ofa
membership pursuant to Sectlon 8. ~

Section 10. No member or chapter of The Foundation shall initiate any act1v1ty in the name
of The Foundation not clearly consistent with its aims and purposes. In cases in which the nature of
the activity is not clearly in accordance with the aims and purposes of The Foundation, determrnatlon
as to the activity’s suitability will be made by the President or by the Executive Council.

Section 11. To protect conﬁdentlalrty, the membership list will not be sold rented
exchanged or dlvulged

Article TV: Board of Dlrectors
Section 1. Flfty (50) spaces on the Board are reserved for members of each of the ﬁfty states,
while thirty-five (35) Board members shall be selected at large without consideration of state or .
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geograph1c location. Addltlonal space automatlcally shall be reserved for all officers as Votmg
members. In add1t1on to governing and policy-making decisions, the dut1es of the Board shall include
the election of the officers and other members of the Executive Council of the F oundation.

Section 2. Drrectors shall be elected for a term of two (2) years by the membersh1p in
accordance with the procedures set forth in Article VII and are eligible for teelection to succeedlng
terms. Someone must be a Foundation member for one year or more to be e11g1ble for election to the
Board of D1rectors If a Director loses hls/her status as a member for any reason, the D1rector is
deemed to have re51gned by the Board of Drrectors ~

Section 3. Vacancies occurring on the Board by reason of re81gnat1on removal or death shall
be filled for the remainder of the term of the Vacated Board members at the next annual membersh1p
meeting. The vacated seat shall remain vacant, and the total number of Directors serving on the
Board shall be reduced, until a replacement is chosen at the annual membershlp meeting. -

-+ Section 4. The Board of Directors shall hold a meetmg at least once a year to take place
immediately following the annual membersh1p meeting, at which time electron of officers will occur.
_ Other meetings of the Board of Directors may be called at the request of the President or of at least

forty-three (43) d1rectors upon at least twenty-one (21) days’ notice ata trme and place to be fixed by
the Executive Council.

Sect1on 5. One-fourth (1/4) of the members of the Board of Drrectors Wlll constrtute a
quorum at either regular or specral meetings. Proxy votes may not be used. The act of the majority of
the Directors present at a meeting at which a quorum is present is the duly authorlzed act of the
Board, except where otherwise provided by law or these bylaws.

’ ~ Section 6. Members of The F oundation, as recognized by members of the Board may be
present at meetings of the Board of Directors without vote and maybe allowed voice by majority vote
of Board members present except that the President may declare an executrve session for specific
purposes : : , :

Artlcle V Ofﬁcers and Honorary Advisors

. Section 1. The Foundation shall have the following officers who compnse the Execut1ve
Council: a President, a Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and five (5) vice-presidents. The Vice Presidents
shall be designated First, Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Vice Presidents; however, the rights and
respon51b1ht1es of each Vice President shall be identical unless otherwise prescr1bed by these bylaws
or Foundation policies. The ofﬁcers shall have the responsrbrlrtres set forth in these bylaws or
Foundation policies. All offices may be held by a couple, who shall each receive one-half (1/2) vote
at Executive Council meetmgs Each co-officer shall have authonty to exercise the role of their
position individually, except as set forth in these bylaws or Foundation pohcles

Section 2. Officers shall be elected for a term of three 3 years by a majority vote of the
Board of Directors present at their meeting following the annual meeting and are eligible for re-
election for succeeding terms. To be eligible for election : as an officer, someone must be a member
for two (2) consecutive years. An officer may be removed from offlce at any time for any reason by a
two-thirds vote of all of the Directors.

Section 3. The President of The Foundation shall serve as executwe drrector of the
Foundation. The Executive Director shall be respon51ble for press releases at least ten (10)
periodicals annually, filing of court suits, minor policy matters, correspondence and other office
routine. The Executive Director shall have the authority, subject to such rules as may be prescnbed
by the Executwe Council, to appoint and terminate such agents and employees as he or she shall
deem necessary; the decision to create permanent positions, either part-time or full-time, rests with
the Executive Council. Blll-paymg shall be handled by the Executive Director with all records of
receipts and disbursements open at any time to any officer. The President’s office is  the only
Foundation office that may be salaried and then only if the following conditions are met: (1) majority
approval of the Executive Coungcil, and 2) the Pres1dent personally is performmg the above-named
duties of executrve dlrector Honorarla received by the Pres1dent/Execut1ve Director for speaking
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engagements or other appearances may be retamed by her/him personally if the posrt1on of Pres1dent
is unsalaried. If the position of President is salarred the honorarla shall be turned over to The

F oundatron ‘unless otherwise agreed by the Executive Council. In the event of the resrgnanon
removal, or death of the Presrdent her/his successor shall be selected by the Board of Directors,
either at its next annual meeting or at a meetmg especrally called for that purpose. In the interim, the
Executive Council is empowered to appomt an Actlng Executlve Drrector Who shall also serve as the
Acting President. S : e

“Section 4. The chalrperson of the Executlve Councrl shall pres1de at meetlngs of the
Executive Council and perform other such duties as may be designated by the Exécutive Council.

Section 5. The President shall preside at the meetings of the membershlp and the Board of .
Directors, and of the Executive Council in the absence of the chairperson of the Executlve Council,
The President shall be ex officio a member of any standing or ad hoc committee. :

Section 6. The v10e-presrdents shall be responsrble for coordination and liaison with respeet
to activities within their partlcular reglons and shall assrst Wlth membershlp development in therr
areas.

Section 7. The secretary shall be respons1ble for the records of a11 meetmgs of the
membership, the Board of Dlrectors and the Executive Council.

Section 8. The treasurer shall review financial records as prepared by an outsrde accountmg
firm. The treasurer shall be responsrble for presenting financial reports to the Executlve Council -
seml-annually and to the membershlp at its annual meeting. The annual report of i income and
drsbursements shall be printed in a periodical. ' : s

*.Section 9. The Executive Council may, from time to time, name persons to serve as honorary
ofﬁcers directors, or adv1sors to the Foundation (for purposes of these bylaws, the “Honorary
Officers”). The criteria for, process for selection of, and term of the Honorary Advisors shall be as
determined by the Executive Council. Honorary Advisors shall serve in an advisory capacity only
and shall not have the authority or obligation of a Director or officer. At the invitation of the
President, Honorary Advisors may attend and participate in meetings of the Board or Executlve
Coundil; however, the Honorary Advisors shall have no vote and their presence shall not count
toward the quorum requrrements of any Board or Councll meetmg :

Artlcle VI: Executive Council and Commlttees ‘

Section 1. The Executive Council is a permanent committee of the Board of Directors
responsible to the Board, with full power to act in'the operation, management and policy of the
Foundation between meetings of the Board, consistent with these bylaws and Foundation policies.
The Executive Council shall be composed of all officers. Any committee charrpersons shall be ex
officio members of the Executive Council without a vote. The Council shall meet at least three times
per year, with at least one meeting in person. One-third (1/3) plus one votlng member shall constitute
a quorum. It shall report its actions of the Board with full minutes of its meetings. Special meetings
of the Executive Council may be called by a majority of the Council. Any action required or
permitted to be approved by the Executive Council may be taken without a ‘meeting if a consent in
writing setting forth the action to be taken, shall be signed by two-thirds of the members of the
Executive Council. For purposes of thrs section, ‘in writing® includes a communication that is
transmitted or received by electronic means and ‘signed’ includes an electronic signature. Written
proxy votes from absent Executive Council membets will be accepted only for items that are on the -
agenda distributed in advance of a meeting. All Executive Council meetings, except for at least one
annual in-person meeting, may be held by telephone conference as long as all participants may
srmultaneously hear each other and all members of the Execiitive: Councrl are mformed in advance
that some persons are participating by telephone.

Section 2. Standing Committees and Ad Hoc Commrttees may be estabhshed as desrred by
the vote of the membership, Board of Drrectors or Executive Council. Committee chairpersons shall
be appomted by the Executive Counc11 upon recommendation of the Board of Drrectors Comrmttee
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chalrpersons shall choose the membershlp of their Comm1ttees who shall be votlng members of the
Foundation and the Executive Council may recommend addltlonal committee members tothe
committee chalrpersons ‘Committee chanpersons shall serve a one-year term and are e11g1ble for

‘ reappomtment : : -

Artlcle VII Electlons and Votmg Procedures ' ;

Sectron 1. All nominations for Board of D1rectors or Executlve Counc11 must be made in
writing to the natlonal office at least nlnety (90) days before the annual conventlon and are to 1nclude
a brief blography ( 100 words or less) of the nominee. , L ,
Incumbent directors or Execitive Council members automatlcally wrll be con51dered nommees A
'Board member who misses three consecutive Board meetmgs shall be rotated off at the end of the
Section 2. Board nominees run for at-large posmons unless therr state slot is vacant
Seniority determines state representatlon If at-large posts are. filled, written nominations must
specify whether the nominee is competmg for a state slot or an at-large position.

Section 3. The list of nominees for the Board of Dlrectors or Executive Council shall be sent
to the membership by mail at least thirty (3 0) days j prior to the annual meeting. Nominees shall be
listed on the ballots in alphabetlcal order, with indication of place of residence and present
incumbency. Ballots shall indicate the maximum number of nominees to be voted on out of the total
list. Descrrptrve mater1a1 on non-incumbents or nominees in contested races shall accompany the
ballots and shall be presented with similar format and in alphabetical order : :

Section 4. The Executive Council shall be responsible for ensuring secret ballotlng and
voting by ehglble voters only. Voting will be by members attending the annual meeting. One- tenth -
(1/10) of the members registered for the annual meetlng shall constitute a quorum, Written ballots
shall be used in all electrons :

Artlcle VIII Chapters o : : : :

Members Wlshmg to form chapters of the Foundation must have ten (1 0) paid members
before chapter status can be granted. Affiliation or disaffiliation of chapters and chapter coordinators
must be approved by the Executive Council. All chapter members must be members of the national
Foundation. A chapter will receive an annual rebate from the national office for each paid
membership, regular or other. A chapter may assess local dues and engage in local fundraising -

activities. A chapter may be structured with local officers and/or local boards as desired. The chapter
coordinator will submit a summary of activities of the chapter at The Foundation’s annual
membership meeting. To remain eligible for rebates and to retam chapter standing, a chapter will
present an annual report to the Executive Council of chapter income and expenditures and its major
activities. To retain grass-roots effectrveness, chapters should be metropohtan county, or other
lrmlted geographlc area, Whenever posslble rather than state. :

Article IX:  Bylaws Changes _ ' :

The Executlve Council shall serve as a bylaws committee; majonty approval of the Executlve
Counc11 is needed for a bylaws change to move to membership vote. Proposed changes by members
must be submltted to the national office by May 15 for consrderatlon at the next Executive Council
meeting. Officers may submit bylaws changes prior to any regularly scheduled Executive Council
meeting within a time perlod and in a manner prescrrbed by the Executive Councﬂ consistent with
these bylaws and Foundatlon policies. A majority of members in attendance at the subsequent
annual business meeting is required to ratify a bylaws change Proposals to be voted on by the
membership shall be presented to registered convention attendees in their regrstratlon materlals and
mcluded in a periodical pr10r to the annual convention in summary or in full as space permits.
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FaLnlO" Seai State 1973

* *se sugeestions on'back

Executed by the undersigned for the purpose of ifo‘fm’mg, 4 Wisconsin corporation under Chapter 181 of the

Wisconsin statutes, WITHOUT STOCK AND NOT FOR PROFIT,

K

g

s

o
G

S ol

8L G

w009

Article 1,
Article 2.

Article 3.

Article 4.

Article 5.

Article 6.

Article 7.

and educatlonal,

The name of the corporatio is

FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION, IHNC.

The period of existence ,Sh‘ali be

Perpetual
Bentific, llterary ’

The purposes shall be ezrcluslvely charlta.ble .
c) ( 3) of the

Location of the principal office in W1sconsm is
(Include street & number, city; state and . ZIP code)

726 Miami Pass
Mad:.scn, Wisconsin 53711

Name of the injtial registered agent is
Anne Gaylor

Address of the initial reg1stered agentis

(Include street & number, city,
state and ZIP 000ej e 15 amy pags, Madison, Wisconsin 53711

These articles may be amend:ed in the manrer authonzed
by law at the time: of amendment. .
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CIAL INSTR UGT[ON:

|--Article & The number.of
,du'e.cm:s.shall.be__—__ —
Q\[azless-#zaﬁ-tlﬁ'es,)-

by—law buf éhal]ube not less
than three,

The tiames 4nd -addresses of the 1 lt]al Board

of. Dz.rectors are;
{Inelude street & nymber, czty, state

and ZIP Code)

- Article 9.

Anne Gaylor, 726 Miami Pass, Madison, Wisconsin 53711

Apnie Laurie Gaylor, 726 Miamz. Pass, Madison, Vf?is.@pns;r; 53711

Article 10. (Membership provisions)

.- A1l membership provisions shall be set forth in
,’ the by~laws.

Article 11, (Other provisions)
See attached sheet

“ig 3'3. fueE Eii
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i

Article 12. The name and ad-dress of incarporator {or fcorporaiors) are: . .

NAME SRR | | ADDRESS R
o - (street &.number, city, §tate and ZIP Code)

Anne Gaylor . 726 Miami Pass _

Madison, Wiseonsin 53711

Executed inldupljcate on the_:‘g._._._ day-of : Ap.rz,l e . VA 1973

‘Anne Gaylor

All incorporators
SIGN HERE

STATE OF WISCONSIN }
. 358

Cowity of Dane

Persondlly came before me this — 5. .doyof .~ Bpri} . . AD 1978

the above named_____Bnpe Gaylor

to me known to be the person who executed the foregoing instrument, and acknowledge

‘This documen'tswas drafted by

Atterney Earola Le Harlowe
' (Naiie o, f Person)

P.lease: print or %yp’e

See ms' ‘cnon M

| READ THE INSTRUCTIONS ON THE REVERSE SIDE
AND PL, ASE.FILL OUT THE RETURN ADDRESS BOX
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K T
G e

Mail Returned Copy to:
' (FILL IN NAME AND ADDRESS HERE)

Mad:s_son P Wn.sconsin 53703, ‘

{NSTRUCTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

ongmal ..xgnam:es and fealimpiessionhap pear un both copxes.

D. SEND ;mg_:;:;mgg FEE of §25 with fhagticles. Your cancelled check is your recéipt,

ls __,_OT nece..s:u'y t n ; emte the power 5

m] or xestnctmn of votmg Tights, dnd any
ws cover these matters.
r appumthnt of directors must be

uzdedv unless the name of the person (m _dual) who, or the
n'm g lngbJe mz_m.ner The statement. appeaging on page 3

& de requxrcments
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ARTICLE 11

1., No part of the sarnings of this corporation
:beneflt of private shareholders or individuals, exce
corporatlon shall be anthorized to pay reasonable compensa

services rendered.

No substantlal part of the corporatlop s, aCthltles shall

: ¥o) g'nlzatlons
as‘e empt organ; ati ns undér

gqualify
Sectlon 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenué Code of 1954 (or the
corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue

Law.)

s 4, Notwithstanding any other provision of these artlcles, the
corporatlon shdll not carry on any activities not permltted to be
carried oh (a) by a corporation exempt from Federal incomé tax under
Sectlon 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the
correspondlng prOV1510n of any future United States Internal Revente
Law) or (b) by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible
under Sectioin 170(0)(2) of ‘the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or
the corresponding prov131on of any future United States Internal

Revenue Law:)

- 5,  Litigation activities of the corporation shall conform to
»guldellnes for organizations engaged in litigation act1v1tles issued
by the Internal Revenue Service,

smn-: OF ,w' fOfNSIN

OF STATE
FILED

APR 51978
DOUGLAS LAFOLLETTE
'SECRETARY OF STATE

Hcfrol’d K. Hr” Re‘gisiar
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Freedom From Relzgzon Foundatzon
| 2012 Yeur in Remew

It’s heena productrve and excrtlng year for the Freed'o From
Rellglon Foundation. Unrversnty of Chicago Professor Jerry Coyne,
author of Evolution is True, recently called FFRF “the most effectlve
secular organlzatlon in the U.S: That's Iargely because FFRF ac-
tually does somethlng through scrupulous monltormg of the govern-

’ ment and jud|c|ously fi Ilng lawsmts the FFRF fights an endless battle

ate our Constltutlon Jerry was respondmg in partrcular to
gutsy latest federal lawsurt f Ied in November sumg thel

agalnst churches (See lltlgatlon below)Thank you Jerry' T
Below is our report on 2012 activism and activities through late
November : TS

FFRF tops 18,400 Members!

The Freedom From Reli-:
gion Foundation, which began
with 3 orlglnal members in -
1976 and was mcorporated
nationally in 1978, added
2,000 members in the past
year toppmg more than .
19, 000 members natlonWIde and in. Canad (We'd love your ‘_elp in

f oIlectlve muscle tobmject reason into the rellglon de—
bate and to get religion out of government

FFRF Makes News

» FFRF lawsuits, statelchurch complamts and vrctones PR and b||l-
board campaigns.and other events generated more than over 1,000
onglnal riews stofies about FFRF in dally newspapers plus 181 TV
segments generated from January late November 2012.We expect
to generate even more ‘coverage at years end; glven the annual De-
cember “waf on the Canstitution.” Conventlon o conventlon (mld -Oc-
tober 2011 to mid-October 2012) there were 1 384 news staries about
FFRF rncludlng 212 v segments Many newspaper stone went out
“on the wire,”. TV coverage usually involved.local news c
about FFRF actlons and state/church complalnts but als > [
Dan Barker's second appearance on "Slxty Mlnutes Australla a short
"Good Mornlng Amenca mtervrew and some (reluctant) natlonal Fox :
appearances
Check out that medra coverage or srgn up to get coverage dellv-

ered to your inbox at frf. org/news/media/. View thé PR presentatlon
given at FFRF's 2012 conventlon at: http.//ffT. org/about/year in-
rev:ew)

; P!
who pray are favored members of
commumty, and that those who do not pray do ot

ngatlon

FFRF v. IRS. FFRF i is takmg the lRS to court over lts fallure to:
enforce electloneenng restrlctlons agalnst churches and religious or-
gamzatlons The suit was filed.in federal court oh Nov. 14, 2012, and
has been one of the most popular challenges FFRF has taken to date
based on pubhc comment. This case is brought on FFRF’s behalf by
attorney Rlchard L Bolton as are several other surts below
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1954 glvrng clergy S|gn|ﬂcant beneﬂts if pald

Barker and Annle Laurie Gaylor, as well as
Presndent EmentaAnne Gaylor standlng to :

by the 4% Crrcurt Court of Appeals permrttmg thls practlce was lssued
in June,
Arlzona Day of Prayer FFRF members and pro bono attorneys
Rlchard Morrls and Marc Vlctor are appeallng 4 state lawsuit
agamst Arlzona Gov Jan Brewer and the Arizona Day of Prayer
“FFRF legal staff also submltted an amicus brlef on behalf of the.
Kountze School Dlstnct Texas, which ordered cheerleaders to stop .
holdmg Chnstran prayer banners for football players to run through at’
games, after an FFRF complamt The cheerleaders with a rehgrous-
rrght grotip, are suing the schiool now. ThlS bizarre case and FFRF s
|nvolvement have had major medla cover— '
age. .

140+ Leg‘érvi&oriés in 2012"

From January through Nov. 21 2012, -
FFRF has won more than 140 srgnrfcant legal victories without havmg
togoto court usmg educatron and persuasion. From January to late
November FFRF has recelved more than 2, 100 requests (whewl) for

glements between state and church FFRF off CIally doubled rts staff
attorneys this year gomg from two to four to handle this caseload -To
date they sent more than 900 formal letters objectlng to’ state/church
violatioris so far in 2012 It often may take many follow-up letters fo
get results.”

Legal wctorres include: R

« Removal of a Iarge Latin cross fror the crty seal of Buhler, Kan.

. Endmg prayers ats school boards m Pennsylvama and at the
school board in Pellston Mrch ] )

. Gettmg removed a cross from lndlan Caves State Park Neb

and from behmd a customer desk 'at‘a post offlce m Huntersvnlle N C.

. Do nrng a large hghted £ross placed every December by the
village ofAI5|p, IIl,, on its water tower -
o . Endlng a 25-year violation of openmg meetrngs wrth prayer by
Henrico County Board of Superv;sors and Chrlstlan prayers at the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board Iy :

" schdols in Mogadore, Ohio, Plaquemlne La., Athens, Ala;; Frankfort

Document #: 48-2 Filed: 07/26/13 Page 2 of 4

in Augusta Ga.
o .1 million grant by the
i o the Catholrc Church to reno-

Socra Services of Augusta Ga,’
g distribution of ‘¢ontact mformatlon for students at Bret
: Harte Union H|gh School Calif., to the local Cathollc
diocese
+ Halting prayers and blble readmg at meals at
Peach County, Ga. senior center ..
» Dlscont' ‘umg the drsplay of "God Bless

: Amenca messages on electronlc tlckets by COLT

blis system in S¢ranton, Pa: :
_ + Halting cheérleader banners w1th blble quotes
177 (Stone High School, Miss.)
. Removmg a Iarge Ten Commandments drsplay from the Bran— '

t, M

"team chaplam ata hlgh school in Tallapoosa Ga
. Endlng |llega| church bulletln discounts includ-

Jacksonwlle Fla (Chrck-f l A) ahd at Irish Fest
Mllwau‘kee Member John Wolff just agreed to settle

. Endrng invocations at graduatlon ceremonles in publrc gh

Ky., Hastings Area School District, Mich., and at senlor assemblres in
Fort Worth, Texas and Cummlng, Ga,
C g a public school summer program in Haywood County,
N. C;, froim busing students to Vacation Bible School as part of class

. Stop g reqmred drsplay of a stlcker in Granlte Crty, Iil., cel-
ebrating a Ch tian church »

e Removmg a large guardlan angel" statue from a pubhc park (a
in Genessee County Park, N.Y.

s Bemg part ofa coalmon put together by FFRF

: aged Santa Monica to dlscontmue havmg dlsplays in -
'parks thus ending 58 years of domination of the park
in December by encrmous nativity drsplays 2
Public school violatiohs tdo numerous to list were
halted, mcludmg Gldeon drstnbutnon of bibles; reli=

glo S songs and dally récitation of prayers atan elementary school

in fuka, Miss., kmdergarten prayers in a Manchester, Tenn. public
school, and devotlonal bible lessons for fi irst-grade students in Min-~
ford, Ohio, (lncludmg having children colorin a manger ‘scene), FFRF
stopped vrolatlons rncludmg havmg chlldren as young as three pray at

ing “At nd ehurch thrs Sunday at a local elementary school (Martm
County, Ky) FFRF stopped a Judge in Georgla from using county
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supph_es to collect new and used blbles to .

. not have the resources to get blbles
Congratulatrons to FFRF's dlhgent and
committed Staff Attorneys ‘Rebecca Markert,
Patnck Elliott; Andrew Seidel and Stephame
Schmrtt|

Student Actlwst Scholarshlps Recognlze Young Actlvrsts :

FFRF deslgnates three annual student/youth actrvrst scholarshlp

ch.in 2012to date, we've recognlzed SEVEN actlvrst 2

youths with scholarshlp awards, gomg to; :

- Jassica Ahlquist; high school | Junior, after winning her federal
court ruling in-January agairist a prayer banner at her Rhode Island °
high school (FFRF doubled the award after a Rhode lsland

“an gvil little thmg My o

of an Atheist’ was censored
Her article got better play in the
Knoxville News ‘Sentineél, which covered the contro-
versy and published her| piece.
« Jeff Shott; 17, for protestmg statelchurch vrola
tions at Summit ngh School if Spring Hilt, Tenn.,
and for dressmg up Irke Jesus on “F|ct|onal Charac-

. Matthew Nielson, 18, who is servmg ds pnnm-
pal plalntrff in FFRF’s federal lawsuit challenging the
» g seniors to “vote” on whetherto -~
hold (lllegal) prayers ‘at the graduatlon ceremony at
Irmo High School in Columbia, S.C. : wa
. Mala Dlsbrow, 12 from HIXSOH Tenn who

of Commlssloners to ask them to drop gov nment
prayer.: * : o , ‘ . e
"- Mayan, 15, a sophcmore, and Balen Ess'ak, 14, a fre:

gant Jesslca also recelved FFRF’s Freethlnker of

‘Vthe Year Award, which shé accepted at FFRF's 35"
annual natlonal conventron in Portland in October

$28,150 Awa 'ed Freethinking Student Essaylsts

FFRF gave a total of $28 150 in scholarships in its three essay

competltlons for students FFRF thanks Herbert (“Harry") Bushong,
a nonagenarian; for sponsormg the curfent high school competltlon
FFRF dlstnbuted $1 1 25017 in scholarshlps to 13 college—bound high'”

are reprlnted or excerpted in Freethought Today
Outreach Campus Events and other Events

Freethought is on the march, natlonally and globally Countrles '

v15|ted by one or both of the co-pre5|dents mcluded Australla Canada

Ge any, Mexico, Unlted Klngdom FFRF_'

; recogmzmg freethmkmg author Barbara =hr
Has No Clothes Award

pr X
a Chnstlan natlon” myth ’before the Fi ethought F tlval m Madlson,
at the Chicago Ethical Socrety and at FFRF s conve‘ |on He spoke ‘at
Indiana State Umversntys Human ight ( : )
tion and FFRF generally He also gave a talk before the Secular .
Student Alliance and on the separatlon of chiirch and state at the Uni-
versity Law School, Nevada. Staff Attorney Stephanle Schmitt took
partin a pubhc forum, “A Civil D course,” on rellglon and govern-
ment at the Greenfeld Public lerary, Wis.

FFRF Issues Brlght New Muslc CD

FFRF at years endis lssumg rts thnrd musrcal CD "Adrn‘t on a .‘ '
Star " featunng Dan Barke and others. ‘T _ CD debuts a wmmng
) ; nd musrc by
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RF’s Iawswt agamst
FFRF’s electlon-year cavea "Gy

ane chapter organized an appeallng "Out of the Closet"
h7 FFRF individuals, couples or famllles_ in Iate summer,
featunng thelr lmages and :
Won t Fix ThlS Natlon” blllbo

the partrcupants and to photograpv ‘
Eltlnge

gested by Board Member Lester Goldstem who gave a $2; 0g
matched by donors to cover the ads. '

Chapters
FFRF welcomes new cha It o m the Chlcago area and Central

‘ | , joining chaptersmAIa ma, Albuquerque Colorado Sprmgs '
Sapolsky, Edward Sorel and Jhlla Sweeney R o Petoskey Mich.; Spokane, Duluth, State College, Pa;; Tnangle cil es_

B .C;, and Phoenix area. Contact detalls can be found
Publlc RelatlonslAdvertlsmg Campalgns o k o ffrt, org/about/ffrf chapters :

Memorable 35"‘ Conventlon on East Coast

rum's puf

the hnstorlc speech by John F. Kennedy in 1960 “makes me Want to FFRFs 35th annual natlonal convent|on in Portland
throw up," FFRF produced a 30-second ad that ran on “CBS Sunday Oct; 12—13 was our Iargest to date wnth 880 reglstrants
| (it would have been 1,000 except for\the fi ire code) and
great exmtement aver Rlchard Dawkins' appearance t
accept an Emperor Has No Clothes Award G .

Mark your caleéndar now for the 36t annual FFRF conventlon in
Madison, Wis:, atthe Concourse Hotel on the weekend of Sept 27-
28 2013 See you next yearl : .

or mdrrectly upon the general populace " Narrator Buzz Kemper'
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- Bearch this site
ABOUT FFRF LEGAL PUBLICAT!ONS NEWS FOR THE MEDIA (QUTREACH & EVENTS GET INVOLVSD DONATE SHOP

Home » Frequently Asked Quastions » State/Church FAQ . .
' FAQ CATEGORIES

State / ChllI‘Ch FAQ ) About the raundatlon FAQ

‘ - : : "smtelc:hurcn FAQ.
.‘F ethought FAQ .
MRSS &.l»;’adcasting FAQ o

{Church Violations

CHURCH VIOLATIONS

Church Polling Places
A church is being used as a polling location. Is that legal?

Itis a basic principle of Establishment Clause jurisprudence that the gavernment is prohlblted from p(omohng a specn!‘ ic

rehgtous belief. Furthermore the government cannot compel a citizen to enter a house of worship or profess a partlcuEar
religlous view. Unforiunately, durmg election seasons many Americans of varying faiths or no faith at all are :equrred o

-enler a house of worship in erder to fulfill the most basic civic duties of ali-to vole. More »

Churches and Political Lobbying Activities
A churchis pan‘icipaﬁing in political fobbying. What can | do about it?

Every election year, the Foundation receives complaints and questions by its members and members of the pubhc about
churches involved in political activity morc »

Tax Exemption of Churches

Tax exemption of churches — Is it consﬁtutional’i

As much as one quarter or one-half ofa typical U.S. city may be made up of tax-exempt property, much of that churches or
church schools. FFRF receives many queries by dlsgruntled taxpayers over this involuntary form of subsxdy More »

CIVIL VIOLATIONS

Custody
-A court has ordered that iny ex-spouse has the right to take my son/daughter io a church, religious school or other
refigious event with which I disagree. What are my rights?
Family law, custody batlles, étc. are beyuhd the purview of the Freedom From Religion Foundation and ils pu;‘posés

" While we are very sym;)atheﬂc, te the plight of & nanreluaous parent who sees a child bemg indoctrinated with rehglon or
resents having to pay for refigious schoolmg, our staff has no background or nxpert:se i famny taw malter: The

I‘oundatron cannot represent you, advise ‘you or refer you to secular famlly faw attorneys Please soek this important adv;ce
from the attorney wha is representing you in yourdrvor(‘e custody battle efe. Mara »

Church Bulletin Discounts

A store is offering a discount or promotion for bringing in a church bulistin. Is that legal?

Often FFRF will receive complaints from members thal a private-owned business in thelr area is offering a discount to
customers who present a church builetin. These “chiurch bulletin discounts” show up as promonons at a variety of
busmosses including restaurants or grocery stores for anyone demonstratlng their status as a believer or church attendee.

More »

hittp://ffef.org/fag/state-church Tt /2219013
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Consurer Complaints

1am tlred of stores and reshumms playing gospel music. | Foed l‘hls wolales my r:ght to 'freedum of religion.’ Is
there anyrhmg 1hat can be done about it?

Thisis a ronsumer (,omplalm rot 4 stats/church violation. As a <.onsumz—‘r ;c)u have power. lndu.ate you have spem monegy

in this sto:e and are a good patrop, but are made to feel uncomiortable and hke an gutsider by the music and will not return
lf they contmue to make you pay to be prose]ytlzed ! More »

‘Blue Laws/Sunday Closing Laws
My state/town has a law restricting the sale of certain items on Sunday;. Is this legal?

Many states and local governments have establi%héd a variely of laws rcstricting the sale of certain goads on Sundays. An
example of a law of th|s kind, which rol!ecuvely have become known as “blue laws," would be a law declering that it shall be
illegal fo sell alcohal on Sundays These Iaws may also include mandalory store closings on Sunday HMore »

Religion in the Workplace
Rehgion in the workplvce —Isi Iegal?

The Freedom From Religion Foundahon specializes cases conceming the separatmn of religion and government. Private
employrnent disputes fall outside the purview of FFRF and its purpase. If your complaint concems a state or federal agency,
please read through our FAQ and then contact us with your spec.;f C concgnm, FFRF staff attorneys cannot represent you in
private employment disputes More »

COURT-ORDERED PARTICIPATION IN AA.

Court-Ordered Participation in A.A.
Can a court, prison, or probation officer sentence me 1o attend A.A., which is a religious program?

The irend of cutrerit case law shows that forcing a prisoner or probationer to attend AA. or NLA. pr other religiously
centered rehabilitation program is increasingly seen as a vialation of the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment.

iore »

GOVERNMENT VIOLATIONS

Religious Decorations & Activities HUD Housing
1 live in a HUD-subsidized housing What are my rights to avoid fe’ligi‘ous activities and decorations?

Atypical complamt involves the exhrbmon of rehgxous holiday decorations in common areas {lobbies, recraation facilities,
laundry rooms} of Housmq and Urban Development (HUD) subsnd:zed housing. Such religious holiday decoranons often
include angels, créche dxsplayﬂ bnblk‘al scripture, menorah% Stars of David, etc, Federal fundmg is distributed by HUD to

support low income housmg as well as housing for senjor citizens ‘and the disabled, ac coldm_; to the sfipulations
enumerated in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). The CFR is explicit and unequivocal in its prohibition on religious
activiies as part of any program funded through the Department of Housing and Urban Development. Mere »

Religious Holiday Displays on Public Property
Are religioils holiday dlsplays a violatioh of the First Ameﬁdmenf’

The most frequent complaint that FFRF rere:ves during November ,.-xnd December conretns rehgious d)apldys on pubhc

pr operty The majorily involve a o eche or natwuly scene bexng d;splayed at a public park or outsnde or inside a
government building. FFRF has even received complaints about a nat[w‘y scene prominently dlsp!ayed on the front lawn of
public schools! We also receive oomplalnis about other rshg(ous syrnbolq being d!splayed on pubhc property such as
menorahs or crosses. Merbers of the public are shocked 1o find these dlsplays authorized, supported, and erected by their
local, state or federal govérnment entities. More » ’ '

Religious Activities at Senior Centers

They make us listen to prayer before we eat lunch at public-funded serior centers. Help!

An unfortunately common state/church vnola!xon conrcrns prayer |mposed ona cqphve audaence of senior citizens before
lunch at pubhc-funded senior centers. This is illegall More »

http://ffrf.org/faq/state-church

7/22/2013
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Religious Tests for Public Office
Wwh y tfo some siates reiyuire a ré/igious test for public office? Isn"‘l that unconstitutional?

The Supreme Couwrt mled in 1961 that States ¢annot impose a religious test for public office, in (,onform)ty with Ar, VI of the
U. 8. Conslatutlon More »

Good Friday Closings
Is it Jegal for governrﬁent offices and publiq sc_hools‘ to close for Goad Friday?

FERF often receive; comp'l’ainyts from the public about government offices and public schools closing for Good Friday. More

»

Prayers at Gover.mnen 1 Mee‘tings

Isan Establlshmenr Clause wolatlon ocaurrmg at goveri nment meetmgs?

One of the mcst frequent complaints to the Freedom From Rehgxon Fc:undatnon from the public over stale/church wo!atlons
concerns government officials opening government meetmqs with prayer Mor= »

Chur che;. Renting Public L1bt‘zu v Space

A fel:g/ous group is holdmg meet/ngs ina pubhc lzbrary What canl do abcut :t?

Like most govornment property. public hbranes are niot aummat}cally open for individuals and private groups to exercise

free speech, Once a government body chooses fo open up library space for use by private groups, either through action

(renting out facilities) or through a “Iib'rary use policy,” thers are a number of éteps o laketo delermine if it is inéppi'opljiate !
for a religious group m'b‘e using the facilities. More » ' '

MILITARY VIOLATIONS

ZFlag,'-}*’o]ding in Military

Do ftag-foiding ceremonies have a Christian meaniné? No.More »

OATHS

Tmumigration Qaths

! want to become a U.S. citizen, ‘but am not religious énd don't want to take a religious oath. What are my rights?
The Freedom From Rehgmn Foundation doesn't want you fo be forced to take a religious oath, enher' In fact, our coumry is
in need of more people like you, who undsarshnd bo!ter than many native-barn citizens how vital it is 1o separato refigion

from govemment The U.S. Constitution is entuely gadless, soitis dnsmaylnu that a religlous oath would be imposed on
new citizens, More »

Jury Qaths

I've been cailed for jury duty. Or, | need to testify at a trial. Am | gomg to have to take a religious oath or piace my
hand o1 a bible?

Unfoﬂunately, mast state statutes routinely prowde for relic 3lou§ ozths to swear in jurors or festif iers, Fortunately, most also
permit alternatlve aff rmallom Affirmation is for anyone who has conscxentious scrupleh against swearmg an oath to a
deaty (Thls can include not only unbehevers but sorme form of Baptlsts Jehovah's Wi tnesses etc) hore »

Marriage Oaths

When we went to apply for our marriage license, the county clerk fold us we had to state an oath to "God.” What
can we do? C ' '

Although most state staiutes routinely prowda for r?!xglou‘; oaths, they also usuduy provide for. altemanva aff‘rmahons
Usually, slatules perlalmng to apphcahons for marriage in.enses certifi caies and solemmzahons dessgnate a rehgxous oath.
However, elsewhere in your, statc statutes, there § is probab!y a provision for affi rmatxons \whlch by definition, means you are
not swearmg foa derty, but affirm you are kelhng the fruth) An affirmatian is for dnyone ‘who has consc;énnous scruples
agalnst sweanng an oath to a deity. {Th!b can mclude some form of Baptists, Jehovah’s thesses as well as nonbehevers y)
More »

http:/ffrf.org/fag/state-church 7220013
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PUBLIC SCHOOL VIOLATIONS

Bible Distributi.on, in Publie Schoo'ls
Can Gideons pass out brblas af my chlld s public school?

E:vary school year, the F ‘reedom From Rcllgnon Foundatmn receives counﬂoqs complamts from parents about The Gideon
Soc;ety or other similar groups who are distributing brb!es to their chitdren at public schools. More »

Churches Meeting at Public Schools
A church is meeti)xé in a public school Wihat can | do about jt?

The Freedom From Religion Foundatlon often receives quenes from shocked members of the public who receive ﬂyers at
their home mvmng them o attend church” at thcrr local public school. Or citizens nonce prommcnt sxgns at pubhc school
entrances on Sundays advemsmg church meefangs "Public schzm(e can 't host church meetmg can they?" we are asked
Moxe » :

Equal Access Act Violation

‘I'he "See You at the Pole” movémcnt started in Texas in 1990, as an ostensibly “student- initiaied" and "stﬁdent led”
rehgwus expression. Students meet at their srh:)ol s outdoor flagpole te pray before rlassps begm on the fousth
Wednesday of September. More »

Can Public Schiool Gmduations Include Prayers?

C’an Public School Grad&ations lnclude Pra yer;s?‘

No. The Supreme Court has continually struck down school-led prayers at school—sponsored events, including public school
gr.aduatlons High schaool graduat«ons must be secular o protect the freedom of conscience of all students, More »

Pledge of Allegiance

Do 1 (or miy child) have to partic:ipa& in the religious Pledge of Allegiance in my public school?

No. You (or your child) have a constitutional tight nat to be forced to paricipate in the Pledge of Allegiance. Nor should a

student be singled out, rebuked, told they must siand or otherwise be penalized for following their freedom of conscience.
Nar should students who paricipate in the pledge, or who volunteer to lead the class in the pledge or to recite it over the

intercom, be rewarded or favored over sludents who don't participate. More » o

Prayer in Public School
What is the law abaut prayers in public sr:hools"

Public schools exist to educate, not to proselytlze Chﬂdren in pubhc schiools are a captive audience. Making prayer an
official part of the school day is coercive and invasive.

More »

Release Time for Religious Activities

Can pbblic: schools affer early release times for students wishing to parﬁcipate in religious activities?

Public schools may release students during school hours to parhmpate ln pnvato refigious activities with parental consent.
In McCollum v. Board of Education, the Court faund a release time program that was supported by pubhc funds, held during
schoo hours and on school grounds vxolated the First Amendment More »

Religious Music in Public Schools
My child’s choir is singing religiaus music. Is that legal?

In its more than three decades of‘activis‘m, the Freedom From Religion Foundation has taken more complaints over
promotion 6f‘vreligion'jn public school music ciassyes, and team sporls than any other type of complain! More »

http://fftf.org/fag/state-church 12272013
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Religious Take 'Home Fliers

A teacher is sendmg my chlld home with religious ln‘erature Can 1 stop it?

F’aranta frequently contact the Freedom From Religion Foundauon with complamts about rellg!ous fliers being sem home

- with ihelr school <h|(dren~-~-somet|mas as young as ﬁvc—* years old. Typlcally, the% fliers are fram outsuie relxglous

orgamzahons such as the Goed News Club mvmng students o pal tlc«pate n proselytmng aﬁel —school ciubs and act!vmes

More »,

See You at the Flag Pole Prayer Gatfheﬁ.ngs

As it lawful to hold a “See You at the Pole” prayer gathering at my public school?

The “Sac You at the Pole” movement started in Texas in 1990, as an ostcns:biy "student-initiated” and “student led”
rahg!ou expression. Students meet at their schooP's autdoor flagpo!e ) pn:y beforedasws begm on the fourth
Wednesday of September, More »

School Involvement in Baccalaureate Services

A public high school is holding a religious baccalaureate service. Is that legal?

It is & fundamental principle of Establishment Clause juriéprudence that a public school may nal advance, prefer or promote
refigion. Because it is genérally understood that a baccalaureate service is a religious event, a public school may not be
involved in the organization or execution of a baccataureate in any way that would make an objective: observer b’elieve‘tha(

the school is endarsing the event More »

LEGAI. DISCLAIMER

The information and materials on this website are intended for informational purposes only and are not intended to be treated as legal advice.

The information is general in ‘nalure! pertains to laws and pollcy which may become quickly dated, and may not apply [} parﬁcular faciual or legal circumstances.

Thﬁ Freedom From Religion F ‘oundation assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions on this website. The Foundation shall not be liable for any conscquennal:
lnctdental‘ special, direct or indirect damages, mclucfmg lost revenues, that might cnnceyvat)ly result from use of this site.

Report a Chu.f'chiSiavte Violation »

FFRF Is a non-profit, educational organization. Ali
dues and donations are deductible for income-tax
purpossas,

FFRF has received a 4 star rating from Charity
Navigator

FFRF privacy statement

© Freedom From Religion Foundation
PQ Box 750 - Madison, W1 53701 -
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Secular Memorials and Funerals Without God et e

News Releases

introduction . .
Sample Service Freemought Radio
Pogtry and Readings : ' E FFRF in the Nows v
Music Suggestions : o
A Freethought Epitaph B AC“"“ merts
"D (‘»\wzay with Chiristian Funerals” by Anne Nicol Gaylor : Blog

Fmethought of the Day

Freethinkers beliove that @ memorial service should celebrate life, not death. Memorials should honor the person who has lived,
notbe a vehicle to proselytize unsavory doamas such ds sin and salvation, as typn:al rehglous funerals often are, ttis time to :
d:spense with carbon-copy, fill-in-lhe-blank services read by clergy who u-«e the ocv*as;on 1o promote rehg)on instead of Vndeo
honoring the individual. Freethinkers can spacify "no rehglon" in their wills and papers, and fraethinking famlhes can hkevwse
make clear they want no religious observances at fune'rals. the gravesite or mermionigls, ’

Tnnely Topxcs

7 Debaptlsm Cemf cate

Al the Freedom From Religion Foundation, we often hear horror stories about what happens when religious relatives put on

godiy tunerals for people wha were "devoutly unreligious.” We have heard of religious relatives throwing out valuable RELATED LINKS
freethought libraries! We receive frequent requests from Foundation members who wish to ensure that their own ‘msmorials or - th P
those for nonreligious friends and relatives stay secular and true to the wishes of the deceased. _ Forthelrress

] Freethought Today
Memarials can be planned with readings from favorite poets and writers, with favarite music, with persqnal anecdotes tpld by Upcoming Events

friends and families, with family photos and other personal touches,

Anather way to honor the living is to speu’fy secular charities and organizations to donate in memory of the deceased Friends
and relatives who might never consider donatmq to such a chanty often will hortor such a request and this is a way for
frcothlnking or progrcss;vn concerns to live after you.

Many freethinkers plan memon’a]s rathervthan furieral services. Memorials have the advantage of giving grieving family and
friends the chance 1o recover from the shock of sudden death, to make fravel afrangements, and to fulfill obligations and legal
duties before having to plan meeting lagistics. Whether to hold a funersl or a memorial service is entirely a tmatter of family
discretion and personal chioice. Memorials are not reserved for those being cremated.

If a funeral {which includes a bnrlab is chasen, the nmmg usually takes place within a week of death. individua! state laws
reguiate when a burial must take place. Funeral homes caty help a family consider the myriad small deia;l and there are also
memorial societies that can help individuals plan details in advance of their deaths and save on expenses No clergy is required
to participate in any aspect of a funeral or burlal

FFRF is often asked: How do | make sure | am not given a religious burial? These reguirements may be left with final papers, an
"After I'm Gong" list left with trusted family, executor, or as a stand—alone instruction with your other tmport‘m! documents,
clearly marked and signed. Do not rely on placing sucha provm:on in & will, which likely will be recsd after burial or cremation! In
the State of Wisconsin, the Depa:lmem of Health has a form, "aufhoxuatmn for Final Daspo;mon" which allows somsone to
detail arrangcmcnis fora funeral or memorial {see "religious instructions”). Your own state may offer such a form. See sample:
hﬁp:/'l#lww.dhs.wisconsin.govfforms.«’advdfrecﬁves/fooolf»ﬁ,pdf ’ ‘

There are no orthiodox rules of religious rites that must be followed. Isn't that nice?
Several freelhinking reference books include:
Memorial Services For Women by Meg Bowman

A Humanist Funeral Service by Gorliss Lamont
“Funerals Without God: A Practical Guide to Non-religious Funerals by Jane Wynne Willson

EXHIBIT

By Annie Laurie Gaylor, with thgnks to ‘_Iane' Eshensen and Bonnie Gutsch. : L(

http://ffrf, org/neWS/tiInely—tQpic s/item/1405 2-secular-memorials-... 7/22/2013
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Last updated Octoher 1_7; 2009
SAMPLE SECULAR SERVICE

Music
Welcnme .
Selecied Readings (if desired)
~ Tribute/Memorial Portrmt’l.ulogy (Prepared rcmarks)
Song or Music
vPerspndl Memories (spontaneous memories shared by parlicipants)
Song or Music )
Closing Words or Thark You
Closing Music
Invitation to Reception

Dunng the tribule or memorial portract & family member ora chosen speakﬂr remembers the person who has died. Th1° talk can

mcorporate persona( anecdotes, achisvements; whatever it is that best descnbes this person Audience members can be mvnted

to share memones

You may wish to point out the skepticél views of the person being remembered. Forexample! . .. . . djd not bslieve in life
after death:  betieved in life before death, But __doesliveonin a‘néxturai_ sense, in the memories of those
who remair, : 's children and grandchildren [if applicable], and in 's accomplishments. (This leads to the

memorial portiait oriribuge).

Mast fresthinkers craft thmr own unique pragram. A friendly colleague or famlly friend may officiate. Families personalize the
even! with picture boards or aother memorial displays. Don't be afraid to be different. Even a favorite recipe of a good cook—

br ownies! etc.,—can be distributed (or sarved). Talented friends or family can be included in the program. Songs, music, poems
or sayings pereonal fo the deceased ¢an be featured. Many memarals pravoke as much laughter as tears, Musnc can pegin and
end the event, and he interspersed throughout

Note: If re religious ruatlvcs are involved, you may wish to include a “moment of reflection” somewhere during the program to
keep the peace, its up to you.

F’betry and Readings

Many of the following poots essayists \ worc’are nonreliglousiunorthodox,

In the follawing selections, feel free to chanéae ‘h_elhis' aof 'she/her’ as it applies.
Int alphabetical order by author

Immortality
by Felix Adler, founder of Ethical Culture

The dead are not dead if we have loved them truly.
In our own lives we can give them a kind of immortality.
Let us arise and take up the work they have left unfinished.

Let There Be Light
by Philip Appleman

isit

orossing over Jordan

to a city of light, archangels
ceaselessly trumpeting over

the heévenly choirs: perpetual Vivaldi,
jasper and endless topaz and amethysl,
thé Sistine céiiing seven days a'week.
the everlasting smirk

of perlection?

Isit

the river Styx,

darkness made visible, fire

that never stops: endless murder
100 merciless to kil,

massacres on an endless loop,
the same old victims always
,cornving back for more?

htftp://ffrf.Org/néw,s/tim.elyQtopics/i_tcm/l4052-,seCu1ar-memorials-...
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Oris it the sitky himﬁk

of Wabash and Maumee the skirr
and skim of blackblrds

ﬂ(—!ds of Queen /\nne s lace

and bumblebees” Well

go out oncc more and feel

the rrurnb‘!‘e of dry Ioam, ‘

fingérs and soil stowly becoming
‘the sarhe truth: there in the hand

is our kinship with oak, our blqbdline
o ca_tllé. Imagine,

-not ebns of boredom or pain,

but honest earth-to-earth‘;

and when our bodies rise again,
they will be wildflowers, then rabbils,
then wolves, singing a perfect ona
fo the heaufiful, rﬁeaningleSS moon.

 The Dead
by Rupert Brooke

Blow out, you bugles, over the rich Deadl

There' s ncne of these so lcmely and poor of old,

But, dying, has made us rarer gifls than gald.
These laid the world away; poured out the red
Swaet wine of youth; gave up the years fo be

Of work and joy, and that unhoped serene,

That men gall aqe and those who would have been,
Their sons, they gavc their :mmortahty

Blow, bugles, blow! They brought us, for our dearth,
Holiness, la(;ked s0 long, and Love, and Pain,
Honor has coms back, as a king. to earth,

And paid his subjects with a royal wage;

And Nobleness walks in our ways again;

And we have come info our heritage,

These hearts were woven of human joys and cares,
Washed mar\)einusly with sarrow, swift to mirth.

The yeafs had given them Kindness. Dawn was theirs,
And sunset, and the colors of the earth.

These had seen movemert, and heard music; known
Slumber aﬁd waking; Ioved’ gone proudly friended;
Fell the quick stir of worider: sat alone;

Touched ﬂowexs and furs and cheeks. Alt this is ended.

There are waters biown by changing winds to laughter
And lit by rich skies, all day. And after,

Frost, with a gesture, stays the waves that dance

And wandering loveliness. He leaves a whife
Unbroken glory, a gathered radnanc‘e

A width, a shining peace, under the night.

Continuance
by Samuel Buller

1 fall asleep in the full and certain hope

Thal my slumber shall nat be brokety;

And that, thouQH 1be aH~forgetﬁng,

th shall | not be all- fomotten

But continue that fife § m the lhoughts and deeds
Of those | have loved,

Excerpt from Unweaving the Rainbow
by Righard Dawkins

We are going fo die, and that makes us the lucky ones. Most people are never going to die because they are never going to be
born, The poten!:al people who could have been here in my place but who will in fact never see the hghl of day outnumber the
sand grains of Sahara Certainly those unborn ghosts mciude greater poets than Keats, scientists greater than Newton. We
know thls because the set of poeslble pPOpk’ a]kowed b Yy our DNA s0 mass«vely cutnumbers the set of aciuat people. n the
teeth of these stupefymg odds it is you and |, in our ordmaﬂness that are here

‘http:// ffrf, org/rews/timely-topics/ i’tém/ 1 4052-Secu1ar-memoria1's-.,; .
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we dldl’l t arrive, by spacesh;p, we arnved by b=m_; born, and’ we dicn't burst ron scious into fhe world but accumulated
awareness graduany thnough babyhood The fact that we graduaily apprehend our woild, rather than sudddenly dtscouennq it
should not subtract from its wondcr

Dealh Sets a Thing Signifisant
by Emﬂy Dxckmson

Death sets a thing significant
The eye had hurned by,
Exrept a perﬁhed creature
Entl eat us tenderly
To ponder htﬂe Workmanshxps
in crayon orin woo!
With "This was fast her fi ingers did,”
Inductnous untit
1ha thlmble weighed too heavy
The smt.hes stopped thernselves
And then 't was put among the dust
Upon the (‘Iosbt shelves.
Abook | have a friend gave,
' Whose pencil, here and there,
tlad notched the place that pleased him—
Atres st his fingers are.
Now, whett } read, | read not, ¢
For interrupting tears
Obliterate the etchings
Tog costly for repairs.

The Choir Invisible
by George Eliot

O may | join the choir invisible

Of those Immortal dead who live again

In minds made better by their presencé; tive

in puises stirred to Qeng-zros_ity,

in daeds of daring rectifude, In scom

OF miserable aims thal end with self,

in thoughts sublime that pierce the nighi fike stars,
And with their mild permstence urge men's mmds
To vaster issues.

So to live is heaven:

To make undying music in the world,

Ereathlng a beauteous order that controls

With growmg sway the growmg life of man.

So we mhem that sweet purity

For Wthh we struggled failed and aqomzed
: "\:lth wndemng retrogpect that bred ‘despair.

Rebe!houe ﬂech that ‘would not be s subdued,

A vicious parent shamlng still its child,

foor. _anxlous penitence is quick dissolved;

its discords, quenched by meefing harmonies,

Die in the large and charitable air;

And all our r_arér. better, truer seif,

That sobbed religiously In yearning song,

That watched to ease the bu‘rden of the world,

!.aboriausly tracing what must bé, '

And what may yet be better—saw rather

A worthier image for the sancluary

And shaped it forth befme the muititude,

valnely human, raising worship so

To higher reverence more mixed w:lh love—

That better self shall live ﬂll human Time

Shall fold its eyelids, and the human sky

Be ga(hered !;ke 4 seroll within the tomb

Unread for ever

This is life to coma.

Wh(ch martyred men have made more glorjous
for us who stnve to fol!ow

-hftpj:.//'ffrf.‘org/heWS/t_imely=10pic's/it¢m/ 14052-secular-memorials-... 7/22/2013



May [ reach
“That purest heaven—be to other soils
The cup of strength in some great agony,
Enkindle genefpgns ardcaﬁ, feed pur?—; iové,
Beget the s‘m‘ilesv that have no crl_.léuy.
Be the sweét presence of a goed diffused,
Andin diffusion ‘ever more intensel
- Su shalt | join the chair invisible
‘Whose music is tie gladnéss of the world.

Epicurean Epilaph
1 was not. | have been. | am not. | do not mind,

Death
by Epicurus

Become accustomed to the belief that death Is
nothing o us. ’

For all gond and evil consist in sengation,

but death is deprivation of sensation,

And thecefore a right understanding

if'la; death is nothing o us

makes the mortality of life énjoyabie,

nat because it adds o it ap infinite span of fime,

bul because it lakes away the craving for immortality.

for there Is nothing terrible in life for the man
who has truly comprehended

thét there is nothing terrible

in not living.

Sing Well!
by Joyce Grenfel)

If 1 should die before the rest of you,

Break not a flower, nor inscribe a stone,

Naor, when I'm gone, speak in a Sunday vaice,
‘But be the usual selves that | have kriowh,
Weep if you must: '

Parting is hefl,

But Iife goes an

So...sing as well!

Leavetaking
by Mary Lee Hilt

If 1 should die and leave you hers awhile,

Be not Iik}e others, sore undone, who keep
Lang vigil by the sitent dust ;ind waep.

For my sake turn to life and smile,

Nervirig thy heart and trembling hand to do
Spmeihing to cormfort wéaker hearts than thine.
Cornplete these dear unfinished tasks of mine,
And 1, perchance, may therein comiort you.

Dear Lovely Death
by Langston Hughes

Dear lovely Death

That taketh all things under wing
Never fo kil

Only to change

Into some ather thing

This suffering flesh,

To make it either mare or less,
But not again the sdme

Dear tovely Déath,

Change is thy other narme.

http://ffef. org/news/timely-topics/item/1405 2-’se'CUlar-memorials-i. . 722/ 201 3
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At z% Child's Grave .
by prer_t .Ingersol

1 know how vaxn it istogida gnef wnih words, and yet | wish to take from aevery grave |ts fear, Here In this world where life and
death are equal kmgs all should be brave enough to meet what all the dead have mst. The future has been fi lied wxlh fear,
stalnod and pollutod by the heartlcss past From (hP wondrous trao of life the buds and b{ossoms fa[f with npaned fruit, and in
the (,ommon be'd of ear!h patnar:,hs and babes sleep scde by side.

' Why should we fear that whlch will come to aH that ls? We cannot tell, we do noi know WI‘IICh is the greater blessing—life or
desth. We cannot say that dealh fs nota good \NP do nat know thther the grave isthe end of this Iafe or the door of dnolher.
or whethel Ihe night here Is not 5omewhere else a dawn Ne!ther can we tell which is the more forlunate—ihe child dying in ils
mother's arms, before its hps have leamed to form a word, or he who j gourneys all the lenuth of life’s uneven road palnfu!ly
takmg the last slow steps with shff and crutch.

Every cradle asks us "Whence'” and every coﬂ' in "Vhither?” The poor barbartan, weeping above his dead, can answer theae
qucshons just as woll as the robed prlest of the most authentlc crced The tearful i ignorance of the one is as cansolmg as the

) learmad and unmeanmg words of the other. No man, ‘standzng where the honzon of a life has touched a grave, has any i jht to
prophpsy a future ﬂ‘!ed with pam and tears.

May be death gives all there s of woﬁh to Jife. I those wé press and strain within our arms could naver die, perhaps that love

: woufd wither from the earth May be this common fate treads out from the paths between our heaits the weeds of selfishness
and hate, And { had rather hve and love where death is king, than have etemal life where love is not. Ancther life is nought,
unlf\ss we know ,;md love dgaln the ones whq Tave us here.

They who stand with breaking hearts around this litte grave, need have no fear. The Iarqer and the nobler faith In all that is, and
is 1o be, tells us that death, even at its wcrsr is only perfect rest: We know that through the common wanis of life-the needs
and duties of each hour—-thetr guef w:[l lessen day by day, until at Jast this grave will be tothem a place of rest and pear.e——-
almost of joy. There is for them thrs consolauon The dead do not suﬁer If they live agam therr lives will sureiy be as good as
ours. We have no fear. We are all children of the sarme mother and the samc fate awaits us all, We, too, have our rﬂl;glon and
it is this: Help for the hvmg-—Hope for the dead

Love
by Robert G tnuemol[

Love is the only bow on life's dark cloud,
Itis the moming and the evening star.

it shirtes pron the babe,

and sheds its radianco on the quiet tomb.
1tis the mother of drt mspuer of poet
palriot and philosopher.

Love is the air and light of every heart-
Builder of évély hame, kindler of evéry fire on every hearth.
it was the first to dream of 1mmortahty
il Hs lhe world with melody—
for music is the voice of love.

Love is the magician, the en‘chan‘ter,

. That i:hanges worthless things to joy,
and makes r‘sght royal kings and queens
of common clay.

Lave is the perfume of that wondrous flower, the heart;
And without that sacred passion, that divine swoon,
we are less than beasts:

But wilh Jove, earth is heaven, and we are gods.

*Thisisalsoa soﬁg' that can be played at the ceremony--Dan Barker's Friendly Neighborhood Atheist CO.

Mystery of Life
by Robert G. Ingersoll

.Before the sublime mystery of life and spirt,

the mystery of infinite space

and endless time, we stand in reverent awe .

Th)s much we know:

we are atv feast one phase of the imm'ortality of life.
. The mighty stream of life flows on, and, in this mlgh?y stream,
we too flowon .

riot lost . . - but each eternally significant.

For this | feel: The spirit riever bietrays the person

who trusts it c : '

hftﬁ://ffrf-O‘rg/new_s/ti,lne_ly_—topic_'s/-ite;m/ 14.052'—sc;fcular-,mcmor.ia1s-,.'.. 7/22/2013
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Phys:ral hfe rna,' be defeated but life goes on;
character survuves
goodncss lives and fove is lmmcrtal

This s the Silent Haven
by Rabert G ingersol!

A thmker of pure: ihoughts a speakex af brave words,

a doer of generous deeds has reached the silent haven
that all the dead have redc‘hed

and where the voyage of eVAry life must end and we,

his fnends who even now are hastening after him,

are met to do the last kind acts that man may do for man—
to'tevll hiis vi;tueé and to lay wilh t_endemess '

and taars his ashes in the sacred place of rest and peace,

ThP World Sweeps On
by Roberi IngersoH

A heart breaks, a persan dies,

é’!eaf falls in the far forgst,

a babe is born, and the great world sweeps on.

By the grave of all who have died stands the angel of Silence,

A Pindaric Gde
by Ben Jonson

1t is not growing like a tree

1n butk, doth make men betier be;

Or standing long an aak, thr:ee hundred year
To fall alog at last, dry, bald, and sear:

Alily of a day

Is fairer far in May,

Although it fall and die that night;

it was the plant and flower of light.

In small proportions wajust beauties see;
And in short measures, life may perfect be.

Our Livas Matter
by M. Maureen Killoran

We came together from the diversity of our grieving,
o gather in the warmth of this community

giving stubborn witness to our belief that

in times of sadness, thera | is room for taughter,

in times of darkness, there always will be light.

May we hold fast to the conviction

that what we do with our lives matiers

and that a caring world is possible after all,

An Epitaph
by Walter de La Mare

Here lies a beautiful woman:

light of step and héart was she;

1think she was the most beautiful woman .

That ever was in this country. :

But beawy vanishes; beauly passes; ;
Howsver rare—rare it be;

And \‘*ihen 1 cr»umblve, who wifl remember

This beautiful woman of this country?

No Single Thing Abides
by Lucretius, 96-55 BCE

No single thing abides; but al thmgs flow.
Fragment fo fragmf*nt clings—the things thus grow
Untit we know and name them. By degrees

They melt, and ai{e na more the things we know.

Globed from the atorms falling 'slcw or swift
1se¢ the suns, | see the systems Iift
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Thelr forms dnd eJen the systens and the .suns
Shal! go back slowly to the etemal dnﬂ

You toe, oh earth-.; y our ernplres lands and seas—
Least \r.:th your stars, of au the galaxles

Globcd from thL dnﬂ like these r:ke th se you too
'Shalt go. You are gomg. houl by hour l:k(— these

Nothing abides. The seas in dehcate haze

Go off; those fnooned dnds rorsake their place
And where they are, shall oiher seasin turn
Mow w»th their scythes of whﬂeness other bays.

The seeds that once were we take flight and ﬂy,
Wmnowed to earth, or whmed along the sky,
Not !ost but disunited. Life hves on

Itis the lives, fhe lives, the llves that dis.

Dirge Without Music
by Edna St. Vincent Millay

1 am not resigned to the shuumg away of loving hearts
in the hard ground,

So itis, and so it will be, for so it has been, l(me out of mind:
lnio the darkness they go the wise and the Iovely Crowned

th Hlies and with laurel they go; butl am not resigned.

Lovers and thinkers, into the earth with you.

Be one W|th the dull, the |nd|scnmmata dust.

A fragment of what you felt, of \_.Jhal_you knew,

A formula, a phrase remains,—but the best is lost,

The answers quiz:k and keen, the hanest look, the laughter,

the love,—ﬂ

ralsolfithaut Giod +Hizectlors/Fromge Pages of 14

They are gone. They are gone to feed the roses. Elegant and curled

Is the blossom. Fragrant is the blossom. | know.
But! do not appfove

More prectous was the light in your eyes

than all the roses in the world.

Down, down, down into the darkness of the grave
Gently they go, the beautiful, the tender, the kind;
Quietly they go, the nmelhgent the willy, the brave.
Tknow, But | do not approve. And | am nol resigned.

Sonnet
by Elizabeth Morrow

Like treasufe lost at sea, her loveliness

Lies buried now: ‘unchyanged! inviolate,
Beyond all sounding, glassy depths possess
That beaufy, naught has perished small ar greﬁt
Far from this surface wcrld of weeks and days
The commg summer or the winter's co!d
lnveﬁably her own, a thousand ways

Rest in the dark of understanding, hold

Color and light against that other death
Obhwun Sunk in silence they deli

The moving tide of memory at whose breath
Waters divide above our doomed estate;

Her look. her laugh, her step upon the stair,
Léaping ta life, incoh\parably fair.

And Why?
Native American Indian

You shall ask

What good are dead leaves
And | will tell you

They nourish the sore earth.
You shall ask

What reason is there for winter
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And | will tell you
To bring ébpht new leaves.
You shall ask
Why are the leaves so green
And I will ell you
Because they are rich with life.
You shall ask ! ’
. Why must summer end
Andiwilteliyou
S0 that leaves will die.

While You Live
Native American Indian

When | am dead

Cry for me a fittle,

Think of ma sometimes

But not too much.

itis not good for you

‘Or your wife or your hushand

Or your children o

To allow your thoughts to dwell

Too long on the dead.

Think of me now and again

As 1 was in life

A some moment it is pleasant to recall,
But not for long. )
Leave mie in peace

And | shall leave you, t0o, in peace.
While you live ‘

Let your thouights be with the living.

Remember
hy Christina Rossetti

Remember me when | am gone away,

Gone far away into the silent land;

When you can no more hold me by the hand,
Nor thalf urn to go yet urning stay.

Remember me when no more day by day
You tell me of our future that you plann'd:
Only reme‘mberv te; you understand
{t will be [ate to counsel then or pray.

Yet if you should 'i'orget me for 2 while

And afterwards mﬂehber, do net grieve:
Forif the dvarknevss and co?rumion (eave

A vestige of the thoughts that once [ had,
Better by far you should forget and smile
Than that you shoufd remember and be sad.

Song
by Christina Rossetti

When | am dead, my dearest,
Sing no sad songs for me;

Plant thou no rases at my head,
Nor shady cypress free:

Be the green grass above me
With showers and dewdrops wet;
And if thou will, remember,

And if thou wilt, forget.

1 shall not see the shadows,
1shall not feel the rain;

1 shall not hear the r{ightingale
Sing on, as if in pain:

Anid dreaming through the twilight
That dath not rise nor set,
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* Haply 1 may re‘rﬁeyﬁber,
And haply may forget.

. Epitaph
by George Santayana

- D Youth, O Beauty, yé who fed the flame
That here was quéndl1ed, Qx'éa(h ot your fover's name.
. He fies not here. Where'er ye dwell anew
He loves again, he dies again, Inyou.
Pluck lhe wild rose, and Weéve 1lie laurel crovn
To deck your Qlory; naot his false renown.

ToWP.
by Santayana

With yk:)u a part of me has ;Jassed away,
For inthe peop‘lgd' forest of r‘ny' minc}

_ A tree made leafless by this wintry wind
Shall never don again its green array.

Chapel and fireside, country road and bay,
Have something of their friendliness resigned;
Anothar, if | wauld, | could not I"gnd,

And 1 am grown much older ina day.

But yel | treasure in my memory

Your gift of charity, and young heart's ease,
and the dear honor of your amity;

Forvihe‘ée once ming, my fife is rich with these.

| scarce know which part may greater be!
What 1 keep of you, or you rob from me,

On Suicide
by Arthur Schopenhauer

Itis quite obvious that theré_ is nothiﬁg in the world
{0 which every man has a more unassailable title
than to his own life and person.

1 Choose )

by Seneca, 5-65 BCE

it ] can choose between a death of torture and one
that is simple and easy,

‘why should | not sélect the latter?

As | choose the ship in which | sail and the house
which [ inhabit,

So will | choose the death by which | leave life.

Excerpt from Hamlet
by William Shakespeare

Harmlet: O, | die, Horatio;

The ;Sdtent poison é.;uite o'er—Crows my spirit:
{ cannot five to hear the news from England;
Bt | do prophesy the slection lights

On Forlinbras: he has my dying volce:

So tell him, with the occgrreh‘ls_.‘more and less,
Which have solicited. The rest is sitence.

[Dies]

Horatio: Now cracks a noble heart. Good night sweet prince.

Sonnet CVHI
by Wiiliam Shakespeare

Not mine own fears, nor the prophetic soul
Of the wide world dreaming on things to come,

Pagglpofld
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Lan yet_ihe_ lgase of my true Jove c.(}fg_t?gl.
Supposed as forfgit to a confined do‘o’r_ﬁ‘

The mortal mooen hath her echpse‘ ?ndured
And the sad augurs mock their own presage;
!noortamtms now crown thomsdvcs assumd
AAnd peace prog Ianms‘ ohves of endles age

Now wuh the drops of this most balmy time

My love looks fresh, and Death fo me supséribes,
Smce spite of him, I'II ive in this poor rhyme
While he insults o'er dull and speechless trlbes
and thou in this shalt find thy monument,

when tyr ants' crests and lombs of brass are spent

Adonais
by Perdy Bysshe Shellay

e oulsoarod the shadaw of our night.

any and catumny dnd hate and pain,

And lhat unrest which men miscall delight,

Can touch him not and forture not again.

F rom the contagian of the world" s slow stain
He is securs; and now can never mourn

A heart grown cold, a head grown gray in vain—
Nor, when the spirit's self has céa_sed to burn,
Wit sparkless ashes load an unlamented urn.

Promctheus Unbound
by Percy Bysshe Shelley

Gentleness, Virtue. Wisdom, and Endurance,
These are the seals of that most firm assurance
Which hars the pit aver Destructron s strenqth
And if, with infirm hand, Eternity,

Mother of rharfy acts and hours, shoyld free
The serpent that would clasp her with his length;
'T"hesé are the spells by which to reassume

An empire o'sr the disentangled doam.

To suffer woes which Hope thinks infinite;

To forgive wrongs darker than death or nigh;
To defy Power, which seems omnipotent; )
To love, and beaf; to hope till Hope creates
From its own wreck the thing it contemplates;
Neither to change, nor fa}tei, nor repent;
This, fike glory, Titan, is to be

Gaod, great and }Dydus, beautiful and free;
This is alone Life, Jay, Empire, and Victory.

Heritage
by Theodore Spencer

What fills the heart of a man

is not that his life mast fade,

But that out of his dark there can
A light like a rose be made,

That seerng a snaw-flake fall
His heart is ilﬂed up,

That hean_ng a meadow-lark call
Fora moment he will stop

Jo rejoicé in the musical air

To delight in the fertile eaith
And the flourishing everywhere
Of spring and spring's rebirtf.
And never a woman or man
Walkv,d through their quickening hours
But f()_und for some brief span
‘An intervale of flowers,

Where {ove for a man or womar
So captured the heart's beat
That they and all things human
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Danred on rapturous feet
© . And though for man, iove dxes

: And the rose has ﬂowered in vain,

- The rose to. hlS ch:ldren’s Pye<
WH flower again, agam.
Wi i ﬂowcr again out of shadow
Tom make the bnef he'
And the meadowlark ﬂom the meadow
will caII agaln in spnng

The Faeﬁe Quee_n '
by Edmynd Spenser

What if same littie painé the passage have,
That makes fraile ﬂesh to feare the bitter wave?
Is not shori palne weH bomc that brings long ease,
l\nd iays the soul fo <leep in quiet grave?
. Sleep after toyle, port aﬂen storm:e seas,
tase after warre, Qedth aﬁ_er life does greatly please . . .

Requiem .
by Robert Lquis Stevenson

Under the \mde and starry sky,
Dig the grave and let me fie:
Glad did | live and _g)adly die,
And 1 laid (e down with a vill.

~This be the verse you, ‘grave for me:
Here he lies w’héle he long'd to be;
Home is the sat]or, home from the sea,
And !he hunter home from the h:ll

From tbe Garden of Proserpine
by Algernor Charles Swinburne

We are not sure of sorrow,

And joy was never sure;

To-day will die td-moirow;

Time stoops to na man's lure;
And fove, grown faint and fretful,
With lips but half regretiul

Sighs, and with eyes forgelful
Weeps that no loves endure,

From tos much lb\}e of living,

) From hope and fear setfree,
We thank with bnef thanksgmng
Whatever gods may be
That no life lives for ever;
'That dead men rise up never;
That gven the weariost river
Winds somewhere safe to sea.

Then star nor sun shall waken,
Nor any change of light:

Nor sound of waters shaken,
Nor any %Qund or .sqghi

Nor winiry leaves nor vernal,

Nor days nor things diumal;
Only the sleep eternal
in ap eternal night.

{nio the Heart
by Rabindranath Tagore

This song of inine wiﬂ wind its tnusic around you
ke the fond arms bf,}lov:e ‘

This song of rhina will touch your forehead

like a kiss of b!essmg

When you are alone it wnll sil by your sxde
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‘and whisper in your ¢ar;
When you areina crow d itwill fence you in with aloofness
My song will be llkl, & pair of wings to your dreams, ‘
1t wili transport your heart to the verge of the unknown.
it will be hke a faithful star overhead
- when dark mght is ovar your road
My song will sit in the pupll% of your eyes,
and will carry your ssght into the
heart of 1h|ngs )
And when my voice is silent in death
my s <‘0n_g will speak in your living heart,

As Sometimes in a Dead One's Face
by Lord Alfred Tennyson

As sometimes in a dead one's face,
Ta those that watch it mo\.e and maore,
A Ilkeness hardly seen before,

Comes out—to someane of the race.

So, dearest, now thy brows are cold,
1 see thee what thou art, and know
Thy fikeness to the wise balow,

Thy kindred with the great of old.

But there is more than | can see,

And what | see | leave unsaid,

Nor speak it, knowing Deatit has made
All darkness beautiful with thee,

To Toussaint L'Ouveﬁure

by William Wordsworth

. Thou has left behind
Powers that will work for thee; air, earth and skies;
There's not a breathing of the common wing
That will forgel thee; thou hast great alfies;
Thy friends are exultations, agonies,
And love, and man's unconquerable mind.

References:

Mermorial Services For Women by Meg Bowrman

A Humanist Funeral Service by Corliss Lamont

Funerals Without God: A Practical Guide to Non-religious Funerals by Jane Wynne Willson

MUSIC SUGGESTIONS

The favorite music of the person being memorialized is an obvious choice, and/or famlly favorites. There is no right or wrang.
Foundation member (and brave churchistate plaintiff) Phyllis Grams, who was known for being organized and fearless, planned
her own memotial sérvice down to the final period, and chose as her selection a Frank Sinatra recording of “l Did It My

Way" {causing a roomtul of friends to erupt in affectionate laughter),

if you wanl your mamorial service fo include the music of freethinkers, please note the impressive roster of classical composers
(and popular standards composers) who have been free of reExqmn (They may have been comm:ssxoned to write requiems,
eta., but that was bccause the wealthiest clients were often churchcs and rehgxous monarchs)! Nonreligious composers include:
Faure, Bizet, Berlloz, Brahins, Copland, Debussy, Delius ("Over the Hills and Far Away") and Verdi. Classical compossrs who
were not devoutly religious, rejected church teachings, or who wer e Deists include Beethoyen. Mozart, and Tchaikovsky.
Chopin waé not an atheist, but he had given up the Catholic Church at his death.

Songwriters who arefwere not refigious: Gerschwin, frving Berlin, Richard Rodgers, Hammerstein, Stephen Sondheim and Scott
Joplin. The lyrics to "Somewhere Over the Rainbow,”" a comforting séng that is a favorite worldwide were written by atheist Yip
Harburg "Imagine," by .John Lennon, is another international favorite. Robert Burns was also an irreverent Deist who wrote
many beautiful and meanmgful songs

QOther ideas: "Danny Bay," "Toa Wild Rose" from Woodland Sketches by Edward Alexander MacDowell; "Wandering Westward"
from Mark Twainby Jerome Kem; Fifth Symphony (New Worild), Second Movement, first third by Antonin Dvorak (a befiever but
he wrote beautiful music), "The Last Spring” by Edvard Grieg, Eine Kleme Nachtmusnk by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Ofd Man
River by Jerome Kern.

A Freathqughi Epitaph
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_Below is @ s_uggesiion by Fqui}dalion Mgmber Andrew Gaqur:

In coniuast fo the ponderous paeons to an smagtnary deity and ths unfdmmar descnptlon': of the de-ceased thdt acoompany the
death of a rehglomst sLand these raplurous words 0!’ Wall Wh»lman Wthh could serve as a love]y memorial for a llfe—emb[acmg
freethmker :

| depart as air, | shake my whxle iocks at the runaway sun,
- leffuse my flesh i in eddies, and dnﬂ itin Iacy jags- '

1 boqueath myself to the dm to grov | from the grass | love,
Afyou want me agam look for me under your boot-soles.
You wili hardly know who | am or what I'mean,

But| shall be good health to you | neveﬁheless

And filter a_nd fibre your blood,

Failinq to fetch me at first keep encouraged,

Mnsmg me one place search another

l stop somewhare wamng for yOu.

Leaves of Grass, 1891
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purposes, of Atheist Alliance
International.
FFRF has received a 4 star rating from Charity FFRE ON THE WEB
—— Navigator
CHARITY Find us on Facebook

- NAVIGATOR

Follow us on Twitier

FFRF privacy statement ) Subscribe to us on Youtube

& Freedom From Religion Foundation
PO Box 750 - Madison, W 53701 - conlact us - email us

| ‘hitp:/ffrt. Qrg/n,eWs/tiln]eﬂly+t0piC,S/ite'm/ 1,4OSAZ%SCClilare,memorials-ﬁ. .. 7/22/2013



DeBapligyaldiettitbgsh o ttmbron 4

ABOUTFFRF  LEGAL  PUBLICATIONS NEWS FORTHEMEDIA  OUTREACHEEVENTS GETINVOLVED = DONATE = SHOP

Home » News_) Debaptism Cerificate
. : NEWS LINKS

DeBaptismal Certificate - , What's New

News Reieﬂses

Freethought Radxo

+ Download the free DeBaptismal FFRF in the News oo

Cerlificate (minus embossed seal, Dan's ; e . i .
¢ : @g%tﬂma/ %@#ﬂﬂ&@#@ Act;gn A{eris.
stgnature) 3 J : e ASSEE ¢ daad v
§ i : ] h.'x'vm;,' g sulgieited 1o ¢ g 4 ) Blog
= Buy 2 copies {or more!) with embossed s2al, and tansens, of Raving s ‘ Freethought of the Day -
Dan's "authoritative” signature. 5 (it gt B, 5 6 gorsestly vejoct e ercean, -

iy B ctage, y " o Tm1ely Top!cs

af mwu. St g dhpstsreation, . 3 -
V:deo

Still smarting over hﬂq:ng been dunked in a church ’

aptxsmal tub at age 127 Indignant that a Debaptlsm Qg‘rﬁﬁcaf.é.

exigauled Xom

‘congregation still ch;lrn.s you as a belle\(er based o bpttsrnat e -
on baplismal records? Wnshing you could formally L p—
renounce a religion that was imposed onyou as a L sy, et s ot RELATED LINKS
helpless babe in qwaddllng clothes? W aewing
) For the Press
The Freedoni From Religlon Foundation has the Freethought Today
answer: a genuine "Deﬁaptismal Certificate.” e : ; - Upcoming Events
The certificate bears the tongue-in-cheek saying of 19th century freethinker Robert G. Ingersolf: *With soap, baptism is a good
thing )
The certificate reads:
"I, having been :bejec&.d to a Christian baptism before reachnng an age of consent, or havmg submitted to baptism before
Prnbr—mn‘; freethought and reason, hereby officially renounce that primitive rite and ‘the Church that jmposed it. | cateqox lcally
reject the creeds, dogmas, and superstitions af my former religion, particulady the pernicious doctrines of ‘Original Sin” and
damnation. )
4} further denounce as an affront and defamatnon to humanity the fal%e and dernednmg bellef that any baby is born with 'Orlgma!
Sin' and must be cleansed of it by baplism, From this day forward, | wish to be excluded from any claims of lehngle affiiation or
membershlp based on baptismal records !
There’s room for the debaptized’ s name, signature and date of debaptism "in the Year of No Lord." The certificate is signed by
Dan Barker, a former ordained minister who is now co-president of the Freedom From Rellgron Foundatlon The motto at the
bottom rcads “Freedom df*pcnds upon freothlnkers
“Wlth a majority of Foundation members growing up in rehqmus homes,” noted Annie Laurie Gaylor, Foundation co-president,
“we know there are a lot of freethinkers out thoro who wish they could be debaptized.” Annie Laurie, by the way, is one of the
lucky 18% of FERF members who grew up in a fteethmkmg home and was spared baptism by water, fire or Sunday b(,hool
"Although our DeBaptismal Certificate has some light touches, we think it's time to ‘spur some serious public debate over the
meaning of baptism,” Gaylor added. We would fike to remind the_ public that peopls have been killed, schisms fnsteréd and
*holy’ wars sparked over debales on when to baptize and how o ‘sprinkle’ babiss. Chilcjhoqu and peace of mind a're‘ stilt being
b)igh;ed today by ignorant and vicious sermons pramising hefl and damnation as a punishment for not being baptized.
“tt should be utterly repugnant fo people of conscience to tarnish newborns with the xdea of 'original sin’ or to subject any ehitd
or young person to this primitive ntual "
Two ongmal embossed frameable cop!es on parchment signed by Dan Barker may be ordered online. Or send §5 to FFRF, EXH'BIT
Attn: DeBaptism, Box 750, Madlson WI 53701. Be the first on your block to frame a "DeBapnsmaI Cemﬂcate!’ 3 '
r]
o
5 5

http://ffrf.org/news/debaptism-certificate AR e 7/22/2013



 enapu¥nal S GHUICRE,s BERCIURIEN aligion 4 QU0 age Fage 20f2 :

FFRF is & non-profit, e&x}c}at}oi\;ﬁl quan‘&z‘_ati‘on, A S : FFRI‘; isa ,merr"}vber
: duas E.bd‘ donations are dGQUctjble for in‘cdmeﬁax ) of Atheist Al}iahée :
. PUW?SF’S‘ o o : : Infernational.
FFRF ON THE WEB

* FFRF has received a 4 slar kaiing from Charity o
Nayvigator S Find us on Facebook
: f-’q;low us ofn Twitter

: Subseribe 1o us on Youtbs
FFRF privacy statement

© Freedom From Religion Foundation

vk"http‘:i//f_ﬁr’_ﬁOrg/n_ews/debaptiSm-certiﬁCatc X g s 7/22/2013



