FREEDOM FROM RELIGION foundation

P.O. Box 750 - MADISON, WI 53701 - (608) 256-8900 -+ WWW.FFRF.ORG

December 3, 2018

SENT VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL:
cityattorney@co.coles.il.us

Rachael Cunningham
City Attorney

520 Jackson Ave.
Charleston, IL 61920

Re:  Unconstitutional City-sponsored religious trip
Dear Ms. Cunningham:

I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) to alert
you to constitutional concerns regarding a scheduled City-sponsored trip to the
Creation Museum and Ark Encounter. FFRF is a national nonprofit organization
with 32,000 members across the country, including more than 900 members in
Illinois. Our purposes are to protect the constitutional principle of separation
between state and church, and to educate the public on matters relating to
nontheism.

It is our understanding that the Charleston Parks and Recreation Department is
hosting a 5-day trip featuring visits to the Ark Encounter and the Creation Museum
on Sept. 30-0ct. 4, 2019. The enclosed flier states that the $575 charge for the trip
includes “Admission to the New, Stunning — ARK ENCOUNTER!” and “Admission
to the Famous CREATION MUSEUM.”

The Ark Encounter, recently constructed in Kentucky, is a Christian ministry run by
the creationist Ken Ham, who also built the notorious Creation Museum. Ham has
been clear about the proselytizing nature of both attractions since their inception. In
his June 27, 2016 letter entitled, “Our Real Motive for Building Ark Encounter,” he
lays out an openly evangelistic goal:

We are eagerly approaching what I believe will be a historic moment in
Christendom. It’s the opening of one of the greatest Christian outreaches of our
era: the life-size Noah’s Ark in Northern Kentucky. . . . The [creation] museum
and Ark direct people to the Word of God and the gospel of Jesus Christ.!

Ham quotes biblical verses to further illuminate his motive before finally stating it
plainly:

our motive is to do the King’s business until He comes. And that means
preaching the gospel and defending the faith, so that we can reach as many

1 Available at bit.ly/298EDJO.

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-Presidents



souls as we can . . . millions of souls will hear the most important message of
all . . . a message of hope from the holy, righteous Judge who, despite our sin,
wants us to spend eternity with Him!2

It is unconstitutional for the City of Charleston to endorse Ham’s religious mission
by organizing, sponsoring, or funding a trip to the Ark Encounter or the Creation
Museum. We request assurances that the fall 2019 event will be either cancelled or
altered to exclude these religious attractions.

It is a fundamental principle of Establishment Clause jurisprudence that the
government may not promote, advance, or otherwise endorse religion. See Allegheny
v. ACLU, 492 U.S. 573, 593 (1989) (“[T]he prohibition against governmental
endorsement of religion ‘preclude[s] government from conveying or attempting to
convey a message that religion or a particular religious belief is favored or
preferred”) (quoting Wallace v. Jaffree, 472 U.S. 38, 70 (1985) (O’Connor, J.,
concurring in judgment)). Advertising and organizing religious events sends the
message that the City supports those events and their religious missions. See Doe v.
Village of Crestwood, 917 F.2d 1476 (7th Cir. 1990) (applying the “endorsement” test
to a religious City event). To avoid violating the Establishment Clause, all City-
sponsored events must be secular in nature.

While organizing and encouraging citizens to attend recreational events is a
laudable goal, advertising and organizing a trip to a Christian museum and theme
park alienates those Charleston residents who are not Christian, including the 23%
of the American population who are nonreligious.? Surely there are appropriate
secular activities, in addition to the planned trip to the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical
Gardens, that would not attempt to convert attendees to a particular religion.

The Charleston Parks and Recreation Department must refrain from organizing
religious events. We request a written response at your earliest convenience
detailing the steps taken to remedy this constitutional violation so that we may
notify our complainant that this issue has been resolved.

Sincerely,

3 /“E/,JN

/ Ryan D J‘ayne
Staff Attorney

Enclosure

2]d.

3 America’s Changing Religious Landscape, PEW RESEARCH CENTER (May 12, 2015), available
at www.pewforum.org/2015/05/12/americas-changing-religious-landscape/.



CHARLESTON PARKS AND RECREATION PARKS DEPT. PRESENTS
The Ark Encounter & Creation Museum

INCRED!BLE PRICE lNCLUDSS

*
4 4 nights lodging
4 8 meals: 4 breakfasts and 4 dinners
¢ Admission to the New, Stunning - ARK ENCOUNTERI 5 pays { NIGHTS
4 Admission to the Famous CREATION MUSEUM
4 Admission to the CINCINNATI ZOO & BOTANICAL PER PERSON, DOUBLE OCCUPANCY
GARDENS (Mon - Fri) |
4 Enjoy a BB RIVERBOATS SIGHTSEEING CRUISE View from Inside the Ark
& For more pictures, video and Information visit: Sep 30 - Oct 4 Encounter
www. GroupTrips.com/
CharfestonFarksandRecreationParksDept 2019

Departure: Charleston Carnegie Public Library, Charleston, IL @ 8 am P

Day 1: Depart your group’s location in a spacious, video and restroom equipped Motorcoach asyouhead
for your destination: The Ark Encounter & Creation Museum! This evening, you will have Dinner and check
into your Cincinnati area hotel for a four night stay. e 5 v
Day 2: Start the day with a Continental Breakfast before the big event you've been waiting for: THE ARK V‘S't to the Amazing
ENCOUNTER! Bigger than imagination, this life-sized Noah’s Ark Experience will amaze you. Ark Encounter Creation Museum!
features a full-size Noah's Ark, built according to the dimensions given in the Bible. Spanning 510 feet long,
85 feet wide, and 51 feet high, this modern engineering marvel visitors young and old. From the
moment you turn the corner and the towering Ark comes into view, to the friendly animals in the zoo, or
the jaw-dropping exhibits inside the Ark, you'll experience the pages of the Bible like never before. This
evening, enjoy Dinner before heading back to your hotel.

Day 3: Start the day with a Continental Breakfast before you head to The Ark Encounter’s sister attraction:
THE CREATION MUSEUM. Prepare to believe as you explore 75,000 square feet of state-of-the-art exhibits,
full-size Allosaurus skeleton, stunning botanical gardens, petting zoo, and more. The state-of-the-art
Creation Museum allows you to venture through biblical history. Tonight, enjoy a Dinner Party with vy
Entertainment! Enjoy a Visit to the
Day 4: After a continental breakfast, you'll start your day by feeding a live giraffe at one of the TOP RATED Cincinnatl Zoo
Zoo’s in America - CINCINNATI ZOO & BOTANICAL GARDENS. If you wish, feed lettuce to a giraffe under the
supervision of a zoo staff member!! You'll also witness Mammals, Amphibians, Fish, Birds, Invertebrates,
Reptiles, a stunning Garden, and more! Afterwards, you'll sit back, relax and enjoy the view on the BB
RIVERBOATS SIGHTSEEING CRUISE along the Ohio River. Listen as the captain guides your adventure with
historic, fascinating commentary of this beautiful river city. This evening, enjoy Dinner before heading
back to your hotel.

Day 5: Today, after enjoying a Continental Breakfast, you will depart for home... a perfect time to chat with
your friends about all the fun things you've done, the great sights you've seen, and where your next group
trip will take you!

Enjoy a BB Riverboats
ADD PEACE OF MIND TO YOUR TRIP... $75 Due Upon Signing, *Price per person, based on Sightseelng Crulse
With Diasmond Tours Exclusive Trevel Confident ® Protection Plan if you p
bava to unexpectadly cncel or cut your plans short, double ocarpancy. Add $179 for single ecupancy.
See back for details... Final Payment Due: 7/23/2019
FOR INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS CONTACT:

\ 4
Megan Henness @ (217) 345-8498  Dlamond Toury

Bringing Group Travel to a Higher Standard®

Fla. Sefer of Travel Ref No §132973

Form ID: 6200-5A WM Tour#: 1513351



