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The: Bible is a: collection of letters; poems; stories; visiuns, prophetic
oracles, wisdom and otherkinds cifwriting ‘The firststep to good Bible
readingrand understandmg is to'engage these collectediwotrksiasithe
differentkinds ofwriting that theyare, and to read them aswhole books.
We encourage yow'ta'read big, to'not merely take in littlesfragments of

the Bible: The mlroductmns mthe startof. euch brmk w:[l hclp you to

dojthisiolf g uias i Pt Al T i
= But itlis also! lmponum notito view; the !hhlc asa gathcrlng of
unrelatcd wrmngs Qverall, the Blblc. is.a narrative: These ' books
A5 comcmgctherltu telliGod's
true;storyiand his planito
set{the world right! again.
This storyof the Bibleifalls
naturally'into six keymajor

" first'as'a story: "
acts, which are briefly
ancl If ther.e I.S a s_tory, summarized below.
there is a stof)}-:l‘éllér-”'-- /. Buteven more precisely;

" we can say the story of the
LG Chesterton"'”

LISE Sloty HAIDINomazs

' ”l had always felt) Ilfe

s i) ‘Bible is a drama: The Key to

S BT 10 90107, SVEGaI 91 | i ['actedout, perl’ormcd Iwed

lm:an tremaintas only \xords ona page A drama isi auacmated Story.

The;Blblcwas wntten sawe cou]d enterinto itsstory.itis rm:ant to be
Il

Iwed Eanlhr iy Oyl .-,l!'-.':: '.rul .'.,| 1115 T

nigrAlliobus, \\'uhoutrc..\cepnon 111ve our. lives as' u'dmma We nre un_

stacc e\rerysmglelday Whatwilliwve say? What! will we do? Accordmg
lmwluch story will wellive?!If we. are nots answermg these questions

with the biblical script,we will follow ‘another;We can tavmd lu.mg by,

someanessmgemslrucuon yeveniif merely our own:l e Vs

This/is: why; ;anather key o Ln|,agmg ithe Bible! well is to: recugm?e-

-{l{atutq smrv has not ended: God'si saving| laction! conlmue:. ‘Weare all
mwtcd to, take up ourown roles inthis ongoing story ofredemptionand
newicreation. So;! welcome to!the drama ofithe!Bible. Welcome tolthe
story, of howiGod. mtends.lmrcncw your/life, rﬂlld]lhc life of thel wnrld
God himselfis c.lllmg you to engage w:th his wnrd 14 -

FLTHIE

“ FVIIE LY 330 1 I|..‘ri'. i G 1§ ".:--'--"il'

SREGEE Tad] 651 'unn,.'.,-l.\.:».-:_ A AV =

-a‘dramaiis that it hasito be

15 airiatfa e ST
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Act 1 GO D’S ]NTENTION

T hc dmma hcgins [m the I'lrst pages of the book of

GLﬂthb] \\FI(h'GGd already on. thc stage creating a world.

He mn]\es aman and a woman Ad'lm and Eve, and places

J them in the Garden of Edenlto work it and take care of

= it. The earth'is created to be lhelr home. God’s intention
is for humanity to be in close, trusting relatmnshlp with him and in
harmuny with the rest of creation that surrounds them.

«Inastartling passage, the Bible tellsus thathuman beingsareGad's
lmage _bearers; created to share in'the task of bringing God's wise and
béneficial'rule 1o the rest.of the world. Male and female together;iwe
are)significant,idecision- making; world- slnplng ‘beings: This:is uur

; \'ocntlon. OUT pUTPOSE as defined in the biblical story: ¢ i

~An:equally/remarkable!part.of ‘Act: 1isithe dcscrlpunn of God as
camlng into the garden to be with the first human beings. Notionlyis
the earth the God-intended place for humanity, God lnmself comes to
mn]-:e the beautiful new creation his home aswell. . 3 haiolozng
i1, Godithen gives his own assessment of the whole creation: C-‘ud sai
allthat he.had made, and'it was very good. Act 1 reveals God’s original
désire for the world..It'shows us that life itselfis a'gift from the Creator.
Ititellsius whatiweiwere made for and proudcs thc setting for all the
acuon that l'ol]ows

b AT i Act2 EXILE

1 n !l,?-'-:-i"..'l' »9l

;/Tension andiconflict are, mtmduced to. the story when
/Adam and Eve decide to go their own way.and seek their
Jown wisdom. They.listen to the deceptive voice of God's
-unem)r, iSatan; ;and i doubt God's' trustworthiness.iThey
oo oo cdecide toilivelapartifromithe.wordithat:God: himselfhas
given 1hcm They decide to be alaw to themselves, bavil
© The disobedience of Adam’and/Eve—the: introduction/ofisin into
OUT: warld-ls presented!in ‘the Bible as having devastating conse-
quences!i Humans!were; rrt.atcd for; hedlthy, !life-givingi relationship:
with! Gad;iwith each/other, and with ‘the Test of creation.' Butimow
humanity must live with the fracturing: ofiall theserelations and with
the resulting shame, brokenness,/pain; loneliness—and death:

Heaven and earth—God'srealm'and'our realm—were mtundu] to
beunited. God's desire from the beginning wasiclearly to live withius
in the world he made;|Butnow.Godlis hidden: Now:itis possible to be in
ourworldand notknowhim, nntexpcr:ence his prcsence not fullow his
ways, notlive in gratitude, il v Sngig G1 Gy i :

As aresultof this) ILbClllUl’] ithe first exlle in thc story takcs [)]d(-l.
The humans are driven away from God's presence. Their offspring
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throughout hlstary wn]l seek to find theirwayback to the source oflife.
They:will devise! any number/of. pht]osoph‘ics and rchg:uns. trying to
make sense of a fallen, yet haunting world. But death now stalks them,
and; theyw1H ﬁnd'that they cannot escape it;Having a[templed tu iwe
apart from' God and his'goad word, humans willl ﬁnd they ha\re nmthcr
God'norlife. . b TE e AR EY R B R

~New. questmns arise;in; the| dmma Can, tht..curscmn creanon bL.
overcume and’the;relationship | bctwuen God and humanity restored?'
Can heavcn and'earthhe r(.umlcd? Ordid God's cnnmy effectively.end

...... ] LT fi9 \" TIS P ah ] Ll

'*"Act 3 CALLING ISRAEL TO A MlSSiON

We see lhe dlmcuon 01' Gods :cdemptwc plan whcn
he cal!s Abrah'am promlsm[, to make’'him into a greaz
nation. God narmws his [ocus and cnncentrntes on one
_§ “group of people But the ul[imaie goal remams thc same )
: ‘to b]css all thc pcoplcs on carlh and rcmdve the curse
l'rcm crcatmn : L e
When :\brahamq dmccndantﬁ are enslaved ' in'Egypt, ‘a central
pa[[crn in the story is set:' God hears their cries'for help and’ comes’ to
set them free- God‘makes a covenant with this new. nation' of Israel‘at
Mt. Sinai. Israel is called by God to be alight to the nations, showing the
world' whatitmeans'to follow God's ways' i'm‘]l'.'m;J 1fthey will do tlns.
he will bless'them in their new land'andiwill'come tollive withithem.:|
I11:* However;’ God/alsoiwarns/them thatif they areinotfaithful'tof the
covenant; he'willi'send: them away; just as'he:didjwith/ Addam' and'Eve:
In spite of God's repeated warnings through his prophets;/Isragl'seems
determined tolbreak the covenant:So Godlabandons'the holyitemple—
the sign of his presence with his people—and it-is smashed bypagan
invaders:! Ismelscapltal cityJerusalemis sacked and:burned, ,; o510
i1y Abraham’s/descendants, ‘chosen:ta:reverse,the; failureof . Addm.
have nowy apparcntly also, fmlad The prub]cm tlus poses] m the blbhcal

escape Adams sm God however. remums cummmed to. Ius peuple

‘and his phn sohe sows the seed ofa dlfferenl outcome He prunuscs to

Act 3. ends traglcally with God' apparently nb*iem and'the pagan
nations; ruhng over Israel. But the hope of a promise remains. There is
one true God. He has chosen Israel. He will returnito his people to live
with them again. He will bring justice,/peace and healing to Israel, and
then to the world. He will do this in a final and climactic way. God will
send his anointed one—the Messiah. He has given his word on this,
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_:n_:m.nza wins Tsrael :
a4l :nan .mE :E&:::S_ power. .m.::: lie beh _:a Rome and everyother

Sentence. m:aumfm:ww,:w:.... Enr w.a __mm .H._._n nnm

S i

(et faaeliiy ai ] Tuppuidn ey iy

>_ni Em mc%m_m_zo <_Q0w<___om JESUS

PO BEITLE O3

Em um.:_nm.on ‘made manifest . Eociénmm__mminn cﬁ

i H _Ean: life:” These. Ec:_m 3?3:@ tol nga.ﬂnn_\f:m.:mr_m
(found in a :o:.z_: _:mn:ﬁ:an from 4 BC in! _.__:um:&
_Eon_n_a.:_m mmwn.m_ ofthe! za_sms.ma_.:n. This' version

T U

1o the mocn‘mmﬂw unces! that Caesarlis, the'lord

who\brings peace and prosperity to :E._r....azm

._Eo this empire a son of David is: barn, m:& :r

[}

nounces

.na%m_ om Doa S E:maaa Jesus of Zn\a_.m:. _u.n:_m.w :_n good news

shaw. _E_En Qon_ s new

: o AT i R = Rt o
nnna:on 'looks! like. He’ announces the end. ~of Tsrdel’s” exile and
the forgiveness of sins. He wmn_a ::... mmar and E_anm_‘::.. dead, He
mp__w_,no_dnm ::..,a.:r m_u:.::m_ _ucs__.n_.m ,mm sm_ncanm sinners-and

- Jes ren vs the :.:En n?.:.&:m nrm

of the: noB_:n of God's- nm_ma ;He begins to

4 [FITIV I II4) 1 ] ;
hed; _.m:m_m: .u,g_._.m are. Hr_‘r.:r:_..n by Hmmzm

(Y YRS vy ot g gr 1

and his kingdom, so they have him' brought before the, Roman
mccn_.:an. U_._n:..m :,n E.$ s_.nar that the Jews'were wmﬂmgcm::m

n:.._: jrescue ofihis, vmav? _.EB

ok

_.,__anr_nw.“ i st : ad ot Eons 331 ok tal ;
ati But the m__u_r_r_u::m :En ::m defeat is mnEu:m‘ moam n_.nm:mvn
victory.How?/Jesus willingly. m:__nm up'hislifeasasacrifice.onbehalfl

bfthe nationjonbehalfof the world#Jesus takes ontohimselfthe full

force of eviland emptiesit ofits power. In this surprising way, Jesus

'stultimate battle.“The: :upp m:nz._uc.zmm_:n...ma
1§l i

é..mswo:_ sdeath J.E:.c:rz _:m_Eacm. _mmum,v.ém nr

?..nm nnn _.nnn:n:“.am ndsmmmm_ in m.w...éz and/ on'earth t
1 Godithen

He AHLARY
HEFEITV iy

publicly declares/ this’ 52&3\ 0y nmf.nnm_dm _m.m_._m n_muza

:—.nmn:c

Em.r_m

s 'y

L B8

and _.Em_qm:mmm Weare o joinin the task onn

vii

“THE, mmzmém@ _umon_.mom_ooo

et f |

.,..:m_:::_.._: 1ol i)

slviprolintomob vatl’
:.:5 key, victory. r._m ..:25&. _umm_.. u_mn::.i. why.is there
“an Act 57 The answer.is that; Oan.ﬁ.m:ﬂm the. En.cqﬁnn

_aa:m 8_._..u_.aunna,m:;:@:nm_n:m of Eunqo:n Therisen
iiJesusisays to his! disciples .ﬁ%nn ea,:____a:wn:: Ascthe
Father-hasisent me, I'am E::.:w..dh__ ‘So'thisinew act in
::.. dramatellsithe story of how the earliest followers c:nm:m began to

munmnn the mocn news of God's Eﬁ:.. ST06Een pd Py it

VT

>,naaw,_n_ﬂ:r.z.ri.ﬂmmﬂar:ﬁ i_.:_awrirc c_._c:r 5 :._q..:.Hm
h’ umm_m_:_a,nm-_.. 0m>_u3:4,:.7__n__.m o_,.wo:d the ancient’ _una

and the. ncient mission, .n:m ﬁmmr o?::m.:m Emm,w.._:m to the: uaou_nm of

Eaé.c._. :.m.m_ been given again'to’ Abraham's Fi._.;. i:u: E._.mm_n_m_,mw.s

live' out thi :c_r._..n.::m message of the good news of God's ki .nrao -

God is'gathering people from all E..ocnn__. mw._w 525 ‘and'forming
them __.mmm assemblies of EET?.:E ] _ﬁomnmwwﬂ:mw
are God’s new. Ha_.m..__m.__m.a They are the
ac_:z_#...m._,_:v. o.ﬁ?n__mm T.:m.ru e Sus,as, :F
:.:P.r.o& oﬁ a.:w world. ._,_.um _.::_6 m__.“n_:.m_an_ _.3:._ am..:__ ::o nns. E,,..
through the uczmn of God's vw::.. ._,:3. n_maasmqﬁm God's love znqcma
the usual boundaries of race, class, tribe and nation.,

Forgiveness of sins and 'reconciliation with God can now be
announced to all. Followingin ::.wm:._gm c:mvcm. his followers proclaim
this mamwn_ inboth word ”_rm,aw,mn_ The, ?:5._. ofthis new, Gad- -given life
breaking into the world is meant to be shown by the real- world actions
of the Christian community. But the message also has a warning: When
the Messiah returns,: _:.._..ﬁ.___n.ca:._nm the rightful judge of the svorld:i
‘. 1uTheBibleisthestoryof the ceritral struggle weaving its waythrough
the history: ofithe world: b_.ﬁ.:os :E mSJ. n:.:_.mm.,: ...::. 9...::_39
envelopingus inits drama.

.So the challenge of a'decision' ;
will: ,._f.n m,ﬂawhu_m mEJa What wou ..5: zﬁ u_p / mon_ is 5<=5w us'to
be a part of hismission om Snnmnzoaiom c:_"_.w—:.mmmuﬂowa:wn.._:m:nm

- Ty

living sign of what is to nn.a_n when the dram

gy

W ariinj
.ncn s ?::E has'come into om.m orld :-._.m_cm: the H,.ou_n
‘of Jesus ithe' .immm_& Bt Ao.q now; H.rn..“:.nwm_.: evil'age
also continues.“Brokenness, wrongdoing, sickness'and

even death EB&: Ea live'in the time om ﬂ__._u n,_n_‘_nu of
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Weliveinthe time ofmvrtatmn when the call of the gospel goes out
to every creature. Ofcoursr., many ‘still live as thcugh God doesn't exist:
They do not acknnw!edgr: the rule of the Messiah. But the day is cumlng

.when!jesus will'return to ‘earth:and the ru:[,n of God! wrll become ‘:m

uncontested reality throughout the world. = & 5 w00 a8 £

" Gad's presence will beifullyiand openly wrth us once: ng:un- aslit
wasatthe beginninge of the: drama:God'splan afredemptton will rca_c_:‘h
its goal. The creationwwill experience its oyn: Exodus, '_ﬁrtding freedutn
fromits bondage to decay. Pain and tears, regret and shame; suffcrmg
and death will be no more. s s boranils ]

. When the(day of resurrectmn arrives Gud s people. wrl] ﬁnd tlmt
ttteu hope has been realized. Thmdymmlc forcc ofian, mdestrur:tlbh,
life will course, through thetr ,bodies. Empuwereti by the Spmt uud
unhmdcrcd by sinand. death we, wtll pursue.our ortgm‘:l vocation as
a reneu.ed humnrury We wtll be L‘I.l[lLlI'e ma]\cr:,. under Gud but cn.cr
the “orld Ilavmg been remade in the tmage of Chrtst \'\-c wtl[ shnre in
brmgrng his wise, caring: rule to the earth

At the center of itall w11l bt: Gud htmsﬂf He wll! return and make
his home withus, thtstrmema new, lmavens and anew earth Wc a!ong
with the rest ofcrcatmn will worshtp him’ pcrt‘cctly and fulfill'our true
calling. Gnt] will be a!l in al] antl tht: whola wurld w1!l be fu[l of his
glory. 75 8 i N T Vel Lo LA e

bail drive pobstliadaas b (s 10 zranaiynd

WHAT NOWz i lnatepnol

10 --.,,.__! el pparadz saint e hlagaysaiiuaini il

s et odl Aagesza sl TR L Fion 1 dE1 ) Ay ]
'I'he pret.edmg overtrrcw of the tlr.umrrufrthe Bible is'meantito/give you
nframework 50, ynu can begm to read the. books that makeupithelstory.
The summary,weive prov:de_d ismerelyan invitation foryuu engage the
sacred books themselves. c g et g
1Many, pcnple todayrfulluwlthe practtce of J spiallainrt 08 ki
readlngonlysmnll Irn;,rm.ntarysmppctsnhhe <OIR 7] (i
Brhle—verseq—andoitcntn lsolntmn fromthe , GO deep
buol\sofwhlchtheyarcapart Thlsdm.:.notlc‘td i and ].ead' b
toguudﬁthle understandmg Wr:cncnurageyou OIBIETR G
instead to take in whole 'books, the way their
authors wrote them, This is rcally the only way to gain deep ins[ghl to
the Scriptures! KAC I S ORAT) WO FY w57 137
“The more you immerse yourself in the script of this'drama, the
betteryouwill beable to find your own place in the story. The following
pagc called meg t!w Sr.npt. ,wtll help you wuh.pracucal next. q(eps 'for

g 001 |'El||li\ 1

..... o.r s 14
1 \ru---'_ agattitian ni a7 88 ninmerdibsbhieive (B8 113
.

risos Tt el o fid i sy 11 Las ..'JTI.‘

.
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From the beginning God'made'it clear that he intends for/us fo be
wt,tuft..mtplayers inhis drama. No doubt, itis first and foremost God's
story; But:we can't passively sit back and just watch what happens. At
every stage he invites humans to participate with him.- T

Harc are three key steps to ﬁndin;, your place inithe drama A

<ol IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE BIBLE

1l If\xc are unfamtl:ur wrth thetext of the dramajitsell, there’s no chance | .
of living ourjparts well} Only when we read both tlm.pl) andwidelyin -,
the Bible, marinating in it ‘and Iettmt, it soak into our lives, will we be
prepared to effectivelyltake up our roles. The more we read the; Btb!e,
the better readers we will become. Rather than skimming the surface,

:f:. gz Ve will become ‘ELl"[!d at mterpretlng and practlcing whatwe read:

. 2. COMMIT TO FOLLOW JESUS:

Wc ve '1!1 taLcn p'lrt in the brokenncss and wrongdoing that came
into the story in Act 2. The victory. of Jesus in Act 4 now offers.usithe
opportunity to have our lives turned around. Qursins can be furbwcn

We can become partof God's story of new creation..
Turn away from your wrongdoing. God hasjacted through the
! death and resurrection of the Messiah to deal det:lslvely with evil—in
b your life and in the life of the world. His death was a sacrifice, and his

1 Bt resurrection a new beginning. Acknowledge that Jesusiis the rightful

rilerof the wnrld and commit to follow him and join with God's people.

B Al 1
a1l

e a3 LlVE YOUR PART '.=

[‘olluwers ofjesus urc gnspel pla\rurs in lucal communities lwlng out the
biblical drama together. But we do not have an exact scriptfor'our lines
and actions in the drama today. Our history has not yet been written.
- Andawe! can' {tjust. rt.pml llntzs I'rnrn car]ier actsin thc drama So what
= dowedo?

Weiread the Blble to understand wimt Gnd has already done,
especially through Jesus the Messiah, and,to know how:we carry:this
story'forward. The Bible helps us answer the key question about every-
thing we say and do: Is this an ﬂppmprmtt’ and fitting way to live out
- the story'of Jesus today? This is how we put the. Scriptures into action.
- Life'schoices can be messy, but Gad hasg 1:,Wt:r| us hisword and promised
us his Spirit to,guide us on the way. You are God's artwork, created to
do good works (see p. 815). May your life be a gift of beauty back to him.

For more help in understanding the Bible and finding your
. placeinits story, go to Biblica.com/LivingTheScript.
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FELLOWSHIFE OF E. STIAN ATHLETES

IWWERTVA FCA MEETS EVERY TUESDAY DURING LUNCH

JOIN US FRIDAY, JANUARY 25™ FOR OUR FIRST
OFF-CAMPUS HUDDLE!
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM AT
DAYSPRING COMMUNITY CHURCH
2434 0LD DIXTIE HIGHWAY
APOPKA, FI 32712
FREE! FUN! GAMES! MUSIC! BONFIRE!
HoTDOGS AND S’MORES
SPECIAL MESSAGE

CoME 10 FIELD OF FAITH
ON WHS FOOTBALL FIELD
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20TH
6:00 PM - 9:00 PpL J

WE MAY NOT BE THE CLUB FOR EVERYONE, BUT WE ARE THE CLUB FOR
ANYONE! |

QUESTIONS? TEXT 407-739-9915
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