FREEDOM FROM RELIGION foundation

BOX T30 » MADISON, WI 33701 - (608) 236-8800 - WWW.FFRF.ORG

November 17, 2020

The Honorable Michael J. Rodrigues

Chairperson

Massachusetts Senate Committee on Ways and Means
24 Beacon St., Room 280

Boston, MA 02133

Re: Please pass Amendment 759 in the annual budget bill
Dear Chairperson Rodrigues and Members of the Committee:

I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation, a national nonprofit dedicated
to upholding the separation between church and state. FFRF represents more than 33,000
nonreligious members with over 640 current members in Massachusetts.

I am writing to you asking you to approve Amendment 759 in the annual budget bill of
Massachusetts.

Amendment 759 would remove medically unnecessary barriers to abortion care and improve
access to reproductive health care throughout Massachusetts. Additionally, the amendment
would allow 16- and 17-year-olds to make their own reproductive health decisions without court
intervention. Furthermore, Amendment 759 provides care for later pregnancies in cases of lethal
fetal diagnosis. FFRF commends the 108 members of the Massachusetts House of
Representatives for their support of this important piece of legislation.'

Amendment 759 reflects findings by numerous studies that demonstrate the safety and
effectiveness of adequate access to reproductive health care:

To begin with, abortion is an extremely safe and effective medical procedure. A 2018 study by
the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) found that serious
complications are rare.” For example, in 2017, medication abortions accounted for 39 percent of
all abortions in the United States® with a success rate of 95-98 percent.* * In fact, risk of major
complications related to medication abortions is minimal — less than 1 percent.® In terms of
safety, countless studies have shown women are about 14 times more likely to die during or after
giving birth than from complications of an abortion.” In fact, the same study by NASEM that
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found abortions to be safe and effective also concluded that state regulations create barriers to
optimal care.®

As a secular nation, our laws related to health care, including reproductive health care, should
reflect science. Amendment 759 is an important step toward providing medically accurate and
science-based reproductive health care for the women of Massachusetts.

We urge you to pass Amendment 759 in the annual budget bill and codify comprehensive
reproductive care for the citizens of Massachusetts.

Thank you for the opportunity to share this perspective with you.

Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-President
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