
June 13, 2018 

SENT VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL: 
Mandy.Cohen@dhhs.nc.gov 

Dr. Mandy K. Cohen 
Secretary 
N.C. Dept. of Health and Human Services
101 Blair Drive
Raleigh, NC 27603

Re: Unconstitutional appropriation to religious ministry  

Dear Secretary Cohen: 

We are writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) and the 
Center for Inquiry (CFI). FFRF and CFI are national educational nonprofit 
organizations that strive to uphold the constitutional separation between church 
and state. 

Our organizations were contacted by several concerned North Carolina taxpayers 
about an unconstitutional appropriation of a quarter of a million dollars to a 
religious ministry in the state’s currently proposed budget. The budget allocates 
$250,000 of HHS’s budget to Cross Trail Outfitters “for purposes of promoting 
wellness and physical activity for youth seven to 20 years of age.”1  

Cross Trail Outfitters (CTO) is a Christian ministry that promotes Christianity 
through outdoor activities. CTO’s mission statement is “Guiding the next generation 
to Christ through the outdoors.”2 CTO’s first stated goal is to “build a relationship 
with boys ages 7–20 and lead them to Christ or a better understanding of Him. To 
equip youth to passionately pursue a lifetime of service to Jesus Christ and 
fellowship with Him through the outdoors.” CTO’s website incudes a picture of two 
adults performing a baptism on a child.3 CTO describes itself as “an independent, 
inter-denominational ministry,” and a video on the ministry’s website shows an 
adult CTO leader instructing children to remove their hats to pray before leaving on 
their hunting trip.4 A 14-year-old boy in the same video explains that he enjoys CTO 
because “it involves my two favorite things, God and hunting,” and that CTO has 

1 N.C. S.B. 99 at 72–73. 
2 teamcto.org/about. 
3 See enclosure. 
4 teamcto.org/about. 
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helped him “become a better Christian.”5 CTO’s summer program promises that 
attendees will “learn Bible truths.”6 Testimonials from North Carolina parents of the 
group further confirm that CTO’s activities in North Carolina are heavily religious.7 
 
Put simply, CTO openly uses hunting and fishing trips in order to proselytize 
children in the hopes of converting them to their version of Christianity. There is no 
indication that CTO abandons its stated goals and mission by offering any secular 
activities.  
 
North Carolina’s discretionary $250,000 grant to CTO to directly fund its religious 
mission violates the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. We request that you honor your oath to uphold the Constitution by 
refusing to disburse these funds.  
 
The Establishment Clause of the First Amendment prohibits the government from 
financially supporting religious activities. See, e.g., Comm. For Pub. Educ. And 
Religious Liberty v. Nyquist, 413 U.S. 756, 778–79 (1973) (striking down 
government-subsidized maintenance and repair of nonpublic schools); Lemon v. 
Kurtzman, 403 U.S. 602, 625 (1971) (holding that government aid to nonpublic 
education impermissibly entangled the government with religion, even when limited 
to secular subjects). CTO’s outdoor activities—the activities that the legislature 
specifically decided to fund—are unabashedly religious in nature. There is no 
question that these taxpayer funds will be used to promote religion. 
 
FFRF and CFI request written assurances that your office will refuse to disburse 
any funds to Cross Trail Outfitters. Please respond in writing with the steps taken 
to resolve this matter so that we may notify our complainants that this issue has 
been resolved. Given the time-sensitive nature of this matter, we request a response 
within seven days. If we do not hear from you by then, we plan on pursuing a federal 
court order prohibiting your office from disbursing these funds. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rebecca S. Markert    Nicholas J. Little 
Legal Director    Legal Director 
Freedom From Religion Foundation Center for Inquiry 
 
Enclosure 
 
RSM:NJL:rdj 
                                            
5 Id. 
6 teamcto.org/summer-camps. 
7 teamcto.org/about/testimonials. See enclosure. 
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